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Aida Hewko, 
Oak Hill, 
1st grade, 
with her entry 
in Chantilly 
High’s Pyramid 
Art Show.
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News

Chantilly High’s
Pyramid Art Show
in April.

Expressions in Art at Chantilly

TUESDAY/JULY 3
Rotary Club Meeting. 11:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m. at Eggspectations, 5009
Westone Plaza, Chantilly. The Rotary
Club of Centreville-Chantilly meets
every Tuesday. Rotary is a service
organization open to anyone in the
community with an interest in
supporting local and international
projects. Those who are interested in
Rotary are invited any Tuesday as a
guest. $15. Call 703-966-6960, email
catherine@creativeread.com or visit
www.CentrevilleChantillyRotary.com
for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 4
Free Sober Rides. Wednesday, July 4,

7 p.m. through Thursday, July 5, 4
a.m. Area residents, 21 and older,
may download Lyft to their phones,
then enter a code in the app’s

“Promo” section to receive a no cost
(up to $15) safe ride home. WRAP’s
Independence Day SoberRide promo
code will be posted at 5 p.m. on July
4 on www.SoberRide.com. The
SoberRide code is valid for the first
1,500 Lyft users who enter the code.

TUESDAY/JULY 10
Rotary Club Meeting. 11:30 a.m.-

12:45 p.m. at Eggspectations, 5009
Westone Plaza, Chantilly. The Rotary
Club of Centreville-Chantilly meets
every Tuesday. Rotary is a service
organization open to anyone in the
community with an interest in
supporting local and international
projects. Those who are interested in
Rotary are invited anyTuesday as a
guest. $15. Call 703-966-6960, email
catherine@creativeread.com or visit
www.CentrevilleChantillyRotary.com

for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 12
Story Time: Perspective Taking.

10-11 a.m. at The Parent Resource
Center Library, 2334 Gallows Road,
Entrance 1 - Room 105, Dunn Loring.
This Story Time will highlight books
and activities to support perspective
taking in young children. Perspective
taking is an evidence-based executive
functioning skill that forms the basis
for children’s understanding of their
parents’, teachers’, and friends’
intentions. Registration is limited and
required for children ages 4-6 and
their parents. Visit www.fcps.edu/
resources/family-engagement/
parent-resource-center for more.

TUESDAY/JULY 17
Story Time: Making Connections.

10-11 a.m. at The Parent Resource
Center Library, 2334 Gallows Road,
Entrance 1 - Room 105, Dunn Loring.
Making Connections is at the heart of
learning. This Story Time will
highlight books and activities to
support this evidence-based executive
functioning skill in young children.
Registration is limited and required
for children ages 4-6 and their
parents. Visit www.fcps.edu/
resources/family-engagement/
parent-resource-center for more.

Rotary Club Meeting. 11:30 a.m.-
12:45 p.m. at Eggspectations, 5009
Westone Plaza, Chantilly. The Rotary
Club of Centreville-Chantilly meets
every Tuesday. Rotary is a service
organization open to anyone in the
community with an interest in
supporting local and international
projects. Those who are interested in
Rotary are invited anyTuesday as a

guest. $15. Call 703-966-6960, email
catherine@creativeread.com or visit
www.CentrevilleChantillyRotary.com
for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 19
Story Time: Taking on Challenges.

10-11 a.m. at The Parent Resource
Center Library, 2334 Gallows Road,
Entrance 1 - Room 105, Dunn Loring.
This Story Time will highlight books
and activities to support taking on
challenges in young children. Life is
full of stresses and challenges.
Children who are willing to take on
challenges do better in school and in
life. Registration is limited and
required for children ages 4-6 and
their parents. Visit www.fcps.edu/
resources/family-engagement/
parent-resource-center for more.

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.

Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Vicky Coleman, Franklin Middle,
7th grade

Moises Pichardo, Greenbriar East
Elementary, kindergarten

Katelyn Prem, Poplar Tree Elemen-
tary, 1st grade

Vaishnavi Makesh, Oak Hill El-
ementary, 2nd grade

Amelie Coates, Oak Hill, 1st grade
Sloane Wayment, Greenbriar East,
2nd grade Lorelei Wayment, Greenbriar East,

4th grade

Kupa Mutasa, Lees Corner Elemen-
tary, 4th grade

Sabrina Davis, Greenbriar West
Elementary, 6th grade, ceramics

Harrison Roderick, Chantilly High
sophomore, who won a Gold Key
award at Nationals. His photo is
called “A Teacher’s Life.”

Ashlyn Dearing, Chantilly sopho-
more, with her anti-littering photo.
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See Westfield’s Job Fair,  Page 7

By Bonnie Hobbs

S
ummer is here and many Westfield
High students are working at vari-
ous places throughout the commu-
nity. And many of them connected

with their future employers at a job fair held
in Westfield’s cafeteria before the school
year ended.

Some 24 employers and at least 800 stu-
dents participated. Organized by the
school’s College and Career Center, the
event wasn’t just a big success, but was also
timely.

“We thought it would be primarily for
summer jobs, but discovered some of the
businesses had positions open immediately,”
said Laura Cudahy, Westfield’s College and
Career Center specialist. “It was great for
our students to make these contacts and to
bring the employers to them. Many students
don’t have transportation, but they could
take public transportation or walk to their
jobs.”

During the school year, she said, students
come through the College and Career Cen-
ter looking for jobs, and companies contact
Westfield about various openings they have.
“But they didn’t seem to be matching up,”
said Cudahy. “So a job fair seemed like a
good chance to make students aware of
the opportunities in their own area.”

Luciana Barletta, with AMC Worldgate
9 movie theater in Herndon, was trying
to hire part-time employees. “It’s a re-
ally fun place to work,” she said. “Kids,
ages 14-16, can be cashiers and sell pop-
corn and tickets. And those 16 and above
can prepare food, clean the theater and
help in other areas.”

“They’re part of our film crew,” con-
tinued Barletta. “They’re the face of AMC
— the ones taking care of our guests. So
when we were invited to come to
Westfield, we saw it as a great opportu-
nity. And we gave out popcorn and ‘Star
Wars’ collectible buckets.”

Visiting her table, junior Nora Kelly
said, “I’d do whatever job they had open.
This job fair gives teenagers opportuni-
ties they might not have, otherwise. They
come to us; we don’t have to go to them, so
it’s less intimidating. I’ll look into it.”

Freshman Sara Masaki and twin sister Mia
also chatted with Barletta. “Movie tickets
are really expensive these days, and I like
going to movies, so it would be nice to have
a discount or free tickets,” said Sara. “The
people seem really nice, and it’s an active
job and wouldn’t be boring. I’d also learn
responsibility; I feel like I rely on my par-
ents too much. This way, I’d be more inde-
pendent, and it’s a good, starting job.”

“I always thought I’d have to deal with
rude customers, but this wouldn’t be like
that,” added Mia. “It sounds like fun and

I’d learn social skills. I’ve been unsure about
whether I could get a job, and this would
give me experience. It’s kind of scary to look
at jobs by yourself, but this makes you feel
more relaxed and comfortable about it.”

At the Trader Joe’s table, crew members
sought people to fill entry-level positions,
manning the cash registers, stocking
shelves, working behind the scenes, unload-
ing trucks, etc. From the Centreville store,
they gave away chips, juice boxes and
Trader Joe’s shopping bags.

“A good number of people have come by,”
said crew member Jordan Vorgang. “A lot
of kids, 16-17, are looking for first-time,

summer jobs, and Trader Joe’s has that. We
want them to feel comfortable. We give
them experience in the workforce; and talk-
ing to customers builds their confidence and
communications skills. They also learn to
deal with unexpected situations.”

“I started there at age 15 as a shy girl,
and I’m now confident and loud,” she
added. As for the job fair, said Vorgang,
“This generation, especially, needs a little
oomph to get into the job market, so we
wanted to help them out a little, give them
options and show them this is within their
reach.”

Representing Texas Roadhouse’s Chantilly

restaurant, Sydney Larrow, April Hall and
Kristin Rogers sought students for both
school-year and summer, part-time jobs.
“We’re trying to recruit hosts and server
assistants, 16 and up, and servers, who must
be 18,” said Larrow. “Server assistants clear
tables, take out trash and place dishes in
the dishwasher area. We have current stu-
dents working for us, and the Westfield ones
show a very good work ethic.”

Hall said the restaurant wanted to par-
ticipate in the job fair because “Texas Road-
house is a great place to start out in the

‘This Would Give Me Experience’
Westfield’s job fair
helps students
find employment.

Representing Texas Roadhouse’s Chantilly restau-
rant are (from left) Sydney Larrow, April Hall and
Kristin Rogers.

From left: Sisters Mia and Sara Masaki listen to Luciana
Barletta with AMC Worldgate 9.

From left: Sophomore Jalin Dew listens to Sean
Schoonover talk about Jersey Mike’s.

From left are Trader Joe’s crew members Jordan
Vorgang, Brendan Mahoney and Tyler Gleysteen.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs
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Opinion

By Kathy Tran

State Delegate (D-42)

M
any reports in the last several
weeks have brought to light
instances of inhumane treat-
ment of immigrants and asy-

lum seekers in our country. National outcry
about families being torn apart and children
kept in jails, tents, and cages at our southern
border led to the end of Trump’s “Zero Toler-
ance” policy. A report from the Associated Press
highlighted allegations of abuse at a facility in

Staunton, Va.
In 1979, my parents and I

were refugees, escaping
from Vietnam on a rickety boat for several days.
My mother remembers that on the night we
left our homeland, there were no stars in the
sky; it was so dark that she could not tell where
the ocean ended and the sky began. As we left
the shores into this watery abyss, she wondered
how we would survive.

My parents’ decision to leave their family and
country was heart wrenching for them. Yet, the

unknown of the dangerous, open sea was a
preferable alternative to the oppressive regime
at home. My family’s journey in search of hope,
opportunity, and freedom is similar to ones
taken by others before and after us.

Today, there are 65 million displaced people
worldwide. Whether on the Mediterranean Sea
or at our southern border, people, desperate
for a better life for themselves and their chil-
dren, are risking their lives.

I am outraged by the Trump Administration’s
“zero tolerance” immigration policy. This in-
humane approach is tearing apart families
seeking refuge at our southern border, leaving
parents frantically searching for their children
and children alone and terrified. We must not
separate families, and we must not rest until
separated families are reunited.

We must not indefinitely detain people seek-
ing refuge in jails, tents, or cages. In 1998, I
taught ESL to adult asylum seekers at Eliza-
beth Detention Center in N.J. These jails are
no place for adults fleeing terror or persecu-
tion let alone children or families.

This week, Virginia demonstrated its com-

mitment to compassion and justice. Governor
Northam’s decisive decision to recall Virginia
National Guard members who had been de-
ployed to the southwest border sent a clear
message: Virginia will not participate in activi-
ties that enable family separation.

I also applaud the Governor’s swift leader-
ship to investigate reports of abuse of immi-
grant children held by the U.S. Office of Refu-
gee Resettlement at a juvenile detention facil-
ity in Staunton, Va. We need to ensure the
safety of every person — adult or child, na-
tive-born or immigrant — held in custody in
Virginia.

Poignantly, on World Refugee Day, the rising
tide of public demand for the humane treat-
ment of families seeking refuge from persecu-
tion brought an end to the “Zero Tolerance”
policy. We must recommit ourselves to being
steadfast in our compassion for and dedication
to assisting those fleeing violence, terror, and
oppression. For generations, the United States
has been a beacon of hope for many, and im-
migrants and refugees have strengthened the
social, economic, and cultural fabric of our
country since its founding. Now more than ever,
we must continue to demand moral clarity and
leadership from our political leaders.

Kathy KL Tran represents the 42nd District
in the Virginia House of Delegates.

We must recommit ourselves to being steadfast
in our compassion for and dedication to assisting
those fleeing violence, terror, and oppression.

When the Dangerous Unknown Is Preferable

Commentary

Resident Susan Marcus prepared the
following statement for the Fairfax
County Park Authority’s June 21 public
information meeting at Greenbrier East
Elementary School to discuss proposed
improvements to the Rocky Run Stream
Valley Trail.

Good evening family, friends,
neighbors, and county officials. I
appreciate this opportunity to
share my concerns. I hope that we
will all listen and seek civil dis-
course with each other.

Here are two paragraphs from
the Fairfax County Trail Develop-
ment Strategy Plan which may in-
form our conversation. These were
from a county website, accessed
today, though I cannot confirm
that they are the current plan.

“Trails serve multiple purposes
including exercising, walking, jog-
ging, hiking, cycling, mountain
biking, bird-watching, and eques-
trian use. They also provide safe,
alternative, non-motorized trans-
portation routes to destinations
such as places of employment,
education facilities, commercial
establishments, and recreation lo-
cations. They provide connectiv-
ity to other modes of transporta-
tion supporting ‘green’ lifestyles.

“The 2004 Needs Assessment
Survey for the Fairfax County Park
Authority found that 65 percent of
the respondents use trails, making
trails the most widely used type
of recreational facility in the

county. Although a deficiency was
identified in the Needs Assessment
it could not be quantified due to
the linear nature of trails and the
lack of data regarding their usage.
Instead, an emphasis on logical
connections for park trails was rec-
ommended. In addition, the study
identified planned trail routes that
were not implemented.”

I have two primary concerns, the
purpose of the park and the plan-
ning related to it.

❖ What is the purpose of this
specific piece of land in our spe-
cific neighborhood? What I mean
by this is, we have a county park
by a stream. It has a trail or path,
bridges, and an occasional bench.
It is not natural. Yet, it is different
in use, intent, and feel than the
Greenbriar Commons Park, which
has playground equipment, a laby-
rinth, horseshoe pits, and a volley-
ball court. The Trail Park is differ-
ent than the park along
Stringfellow Road and Melville
Lane, which has ball fields and
community center.

If the purpose of the Trail Park
is for transit, or to facilitate com-
muters by bikes or other means,
that is a very different intent than
a park intended to provide a place
to slow down and experience the
sights, sounds, and smells of natu-
ral settings.

❖ What environmental studies
were done to evaluate the effects

tion or assessment of need. Linear
trails would be most suitable for
quick transit; sinuous or meander-
ing trails may be more suitable for
leisurely experiences. Rather than
apparently ignoring a problem “Al-
though an apparent defi-
ciency….), the county could have
sought a graduate student to take
on this matter, as a thesis or dis-
sertation for her or him, and a ben-
efit to the county and its residents.

I go to the park for exercise,
though I also bicycle on the streets
for that purpose, and to enjoy the
wildlife there. I don’t know which
are shy and which aren’t, which
will be frightened by increased,
faster traffic and which won’t.

I noticed that the county has
provisions for using volunteers
and volunteer groups to help
maintain parks. If maintenance, or
maintenance costs are significant
drivers of this decision by the
county — and they seem to be
from my reading of the County
Trail Plan, has the county looked
into using volunteers or volunteer
groups for the maintenance that
the county feels is required?

I appreciate the fact that the
county waited to conduct any con-
struction activities until after the
hawk chicks fledged. Thank you
again for listening. I hope that I
will be able to continue to enjoy
the wonderful wildlife in our
midst.
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Responding to Proposed Trail Improvements
of paving the trail on the natural
environment of the park and its
native inhabitants? There are
probably short-term effects from
construction and initial runoff and
longer-term effects from higher
visitation, and more rapid transits
from those who seek paved access.
I recognize that there will be posi-
tive effects for some human users,
though I am asking about the na-
tive denizens.

What will the effects be to the
terrestrial and stream residents
(animals), the floodplain and run-
off? Has there been any evaluation
of runoff or pollution issues con-
cerning the effects of the asphalt
paving? Additional water collec-
tion and diversion construction
may be necessary.

Additional concerns are:
❖ The area is a floodplain, are

there issues or planning strategies
involving that situation, such as
designing and planning for runoff
and flooding events or diffuse and
slow water-flow rates to avoid ero-
sion?

❖ If the trail is to be paved, is
the county considering having the
trail system be re-constructed so
that it complies with the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA)? If this is not being consid-
ered, why not?

❖ The needs assessment is in-
adequate. “…an emphasis on logi-
cal connections….” is not a reflec-
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See Crime,  Page 9

The following incidents were reported
by the Sully District Police Station.

BURGLARY: 2900 block of Hibbard
Street, June 5, 2 p.m. A resident re-
ported someone entered the residence
and took property.

BURGLARY: 14000 block of Lotus
Lane, June 1, 9:21 p.m. Someone en-
tered the residence and took property.

ATTEMPTED BURGLARY: 6500
Sharps Drive, May 31, 11:57 a.m. A resi-
dent woke up to glass breaking and
found an unknown man in the house.
The man ran off. He is described as
wearing a black hooded sweater, grey
sweatpants and carrying a black back-
pack.

ACCIDENT/ASSAULT ON PO-
L I C E / O B S T R U C T I O N /
POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA: Rt.
28 and Willard Road, May 14, 1846
hours. Officers arrived on the scene of
a single vehicle crash and could smell
marijuana. The driver pushed the offic-
ers and ran off. Due to the severe
thunderstorm at the time, the officers
did not chase after him. The driver later
returned and was taken into custody. K9
responded and located a plastic bag
with residue. The driver was charged
with obstruction of justice, assault on
law enforcement, and possession of
marijuana, and held without bond.

ROBBERY: 13800 block of
Metrotech Drive, May 10, 01:30 a.m.
The victim was hit in the head by 3 sub-
jects (unknown description) and fell to
the ground. The suspects kept hitting
the victim. During the event, the victim’s
wallet was taken.

BURGLARY/DESTRUCTION OF
PROPERTY: 14300 block of Summer
Tree Road, May 4, 3 a.m. Someone
broke in and stole electronics.

ROBBERY: 14000 Block of Lee
Highway, May 10, 0130 hours. The vic-
tim was approached outside a gas
station by several suspects who hit him
the face, causing him to lose conscious-
ness. When he woke up, the victim
realized his money was missing. There
was a three day delay in the victim re-
porting the robbery to the police. One
suspect is described as a 23 or 24-year-
old black male, 6’2”, muscular, with
short to medium blonde dreads. He was
wearing a grey shirt and blue jeans.

BURGLARY:  14700 block of
Beaumeadow Drive, May 9, 09:50 a.m.
The resident reported that someone
entered the residence and took prop-
erty.

JUNE 25
LARCENIES
12100 block of Fairfax Towne Center,

wallet from business
14100 block of Mariah Court, prop-

erty from residence
4600 block of Stonecroft Boulevard,

cell phones from business
JUNE 22
LARCENIES
4600 block of Stonecroft Boulevard,

phone and wallet from business
6800 block of Colonel Taylor Lane,

property from vehicle
JUNE 20
LARCENIES
14700 block of Lee Highway, mer-

chandise from business
JUNE 18
LARCENIES

12200 block of Henderson Road,
items from residence

6700 block of Rockledge Place, watch
residence

4900 block of Westone Plaza, pizza
from driver

4700 block of Westfields Boulevard,
phone from school

STOLEN VEHICLES
13200 block of Johnny Moore Lane,

2003 Honda CRF150RB
13200 block of Johnny Moore Lane,

2007 XR50
4000 block of Kimberly Glen Court,

1996 Ford Escort
6200 block of Multiplex Drive, 2015

Black Ford Escape
JUNE 15
LARCENIES
4500 block of Brookfield Corporate

Drive, personal items from hotel room
JUNE 14
LARCENIES
5800 block of Waterdale Court, elec-

tronic device and cash from car
4000 block of Kimberly Glen Court,

change from car
STOLEN VEHICLES
14800 block of Stonecroft Center

Court, 2017 Nissan Altima
JUNE 13
LARCENIES
4100 block of Auto Park Circle, check

from residence
14900 block of Northridge Drive,

wallet from business
4900 block of Trail Vista Lane, copper

wire from residence
JUNE 11
LARCENIES
4300 block of Chantilly Shopping

Center, wallet from business
Saint Germain Drive, license plates

Crime
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News

By Marti Moore

The Connection

A
lthough 21-month old Lennon
Cox is the youngest activist June
14 at a monthly protest in front
of the National Rifle Association

in Fairfax, his mom says “he’s pretty expe-
rienced” at his fourth appearance on the
sidewalk of11250 Waples Mill Road.

Rosa Cox, 40, holds up a yellow protest
sign — high enough for motorists to see as
they drive past the NRA from Oakton to
Fairfax. Her message urges politicians to
change their priorities and place “children
over guns.”

At 10:47 a.m., a young woman, driving a
blue Hyundai sedan along the southbound
lane of Waples Mill Road, shows her sup-
port of protesters as she beeps her car horn,
leans out the window, gestures with a fist
pump and exclaims “Yes” as Cox recounts
her recent experience with gun violence.

Cox said she and her family witnessed a
shooting a few weeks earlier “in front of
our own house” in Chantilly.

They were in the garage, when Cox no-
ticed a car pull up along the street. She saw
a man exit from the vehicle and start shoot-
ing at a neighbor’s house.

“There were two people shooting at each
other,” Cox stated. She and her husband
ducked for cover. He grabbed their three

young children and took them into a room
in the back of their home while Cox said
she called police.

“No one was hurt,” in the shooting Cox
claimed she witnessed. She reported a stray
bullet from the gunfire exchange went
through the bedroom window of another
neighbor’s house. She has a picture on her
smartphone of a hole the bullet made
through the dresser mirror.

“This was a domestic dispute that affected
the whole neighborhood,” Cox declared. “It
is very scary.”

ALTHOUGH COX GAVE NO DETAILS
at the protest about the date and street ad-
dress of the crime, the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department is investigating a May 17
shooting in Chantilly in the 13000 block of
Lynncroft Dr.

County police compliance manager
Michael W. Cole stated in an email Conrad
Robert Hughes received two felony charges
of shooting into an occupied vehicle and
shooting into an occupied dwelling. He was
charged also with two misdemeanors for
domestic assault and brandishing a firearm.

No injuries were reported. Investigators
did not know by Tuesday, June 19 if the
weapon or weapons were purchased legally.

No restraining orders were violated at the
time of the shooting, “but an Emergency
Protective Order was issued stemming from
this event,” Cole said.

Fairfax County General District Court
records Tuesday, June 19 show Hughes, a
Chantilly resident, was arrested May 21 for
both felony shootings. He was arraigned
May 22. His bond hearing was held the next
day. Hughes remains in custody. A prelimi-
nary hearing is scheduled for July 2.

“It shouldn’t be like this,” said Cox, who
says she lives in the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict and plans to volunteer in the upcom-
ing midterm election.

“We will be pushing for Wexton,” she
states on behalf of her family.

COMMONWEALTH LAWMAKER,
state Sen. Jennifer T. Wexton (D-33), who
has served two terms in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly, defeated five challengers last
week in the June 12 Democratic Primary.
She is running for Congress against two-
term incumbent U.S. Rep. Barbara
Comstock (R-10) in the midterm election
Nov. 6.

Wexton expressed her sadness June 14
for a whole generation of Americans, who
have never known a world without school
lockdowns and mass shootings — “a world
where kids have to cower behind their back
packs.

“We can do so much better,” Wexton said.
Her work was lauded by fellow lawmaker

Del. Kenneth R. Plum (D-36) of Reston, who
believes sometimes the key to changing
policy means changing the people who
make the policy, he remarked June 14 be-

fore introducing Wexton to the NRA pro-
testers.

Plum credits the 2017 election — in which
Democrats statewide picked up 15 seats in
the House of Delegates — for bringing
change to Richmond at this year’s Virginia
General Assembly.

In Wexton’s short time in office, Plum told
the crowd “She has
done an amazing
job of getting legis-
lation passed in a
bipartisan setting.”
Plum, who has
served in the Vir-
ginia House of Del-
egates for more
than 30 years,
knows convincing
people from both
parties to come to-
gether and pass
laws is no easy task.

“It took us over
five years to get
Medicaid Expan-
sion,” he said. The
legislation finally
pushed its way
through a special
session in May to
provide affordable healthcare to nearly
400,000 working poor Virginians who don’t
qualify for federal subsidies.

“If you can expand Medicaid in Virginia,
you can end gun violence as well,” Plum
sid. He believes improved access for Virgin-
ians to mental health programs is critical
to the prevention of gun violence through-

out the Commonwealth.
As he and other community activists leave

their June watch at 11250 Waples Mill
Road., Plum said, “A few more years and a
few more elections is what we need to pass
common sense gun legislation.”

According to the General Assembly
website, Wexton was chief patron this year
of a firearms bill — SB 432 — that may
help close the gun show loophole by requir-
ing vendors to conduct criminal background
checks on the people who buy their fire-
arms. She also sponsored SB 433, a senate
bill on the reporting of lost or stolen fire-
arms.

They are two of 70-plus firearms safety
bills that died in committee at this year’s
Virginia General Assembly.

THE ONLY SURVIVING LAW — HB
287 — made progress June 14, when Falls
Church activist Carol P. Luten of the Coali-
tion to Stop Gun Violence delivered 488
paid applications to the Commonwealth of
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles in
Richmond for a special license plate that
says “Stop Gun Violence.” The ordinary
appointment Thursday turned out to be “a
significant day without knowing it,” Luten
admits June 19 — when she realizes the
date marks 5 and a half years to the day of
the Sandy Hook Elementary School tragedy.

The bill was sponsored by Del. Marcus B.
Simon (D-53) of Fairfax County and the City
of Falls Church, approved in March and
signed into law in April. Effective July 1,
the new law states motorists can purchase
a standard $10 tag or a $25 revenue-shar-
ing license plate. The extra $15 will benefit
a state fund to help Virginians receive treat-
ment for mental health, developmental and

substance abuse is-
sues. The $10 ve-
hicle tag expires
July 1, 2020  the
same day the $25
revenue-sharing
plate becomes ef-
fective. The Depart-
ment of Motor Ve-
hicles is budgeted
$9,376 for tag pro-
duction, Simon
confirmed in April.

He credits Luten
as the “driving
force” behind this
bill. She started the
project two years
ago and collected
more than the re-
quired 450 prepaid
a p p l i c a t i o n s
needed to intro-

duce the legislation at this year’s General
Assembly. She said Virginia motorists can
buy the tag February 2019 at their local
DMV office.

Luten said last fall the license plate is
designed as a “moving billboard from city-
to-city and state-to-state to help create
awareness and a movement for change.”

Chantilly mom talks about neighborhood shooting incident.

Gun Violence Hits Too Close to Home

A special license plate designed as a
“moving billboard from city-to-city
and state-to-state to help create
awareness and a movement for
change” will be produced by the
Commonwealth of Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles sometime
after July 1. Former Falls Church
resident Robin Bray is the profes-
sional artist who designed the
graphic image of a broken heart
held in the palm of a hand.

Courtesy photo by Drew Luten

Falls Church activist Carol P. Luten
of the Coalition to Stop Gun Vio-
lence worked with Del. Marcus B.
Simon (D-53) of Fairfax County and
the City of Falls Church for two
years to create a special license
plate that says “Stop Gun Vio-
lence.” Virginia motorists can buy
the new tag February 2019 at their
local DMV office.

Rosa Cox, 40, of Chantilly wants
politicians to change their priori-
ties and place “children over guns”
as she and more than 65 other
activists greet motorists with pro-
test signs Thursday morning, June
14 on their drive past the National
Rifle Association headquarters at
11250 Waples Mill Road.

Photo by Marti Moore/The Connection
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workforce. And we have students who’ve
continued to come back and work for us,
on breaks and vacations, after graduating
from high school. We’re a fun company and
we’ve grown tremendously.”

Besides that, she said, “Not a lot of kids
know what jobs are out there because
they’re so busy with homework and social
activities that they don’t get a chance to look
around. High-school students are starting
to think about what they want to do as a
career, and the hospitality-and-service in-
dustry — hotels, restaurants, etc. — is one
of the number-one employers in the coun-
try.”

Rogers said 20-30 Westfield students al-
ready work as hosts and server assistants
at Texas Roadhouse, and their table received
“a lot of interest” at the job fair.

Meanwhile, senior Tayelor Thrasher-
Walker looked into opportunities with
sports and fitness cener, nZone, and with
Staffing Now, an accounting company.
“They help students with front-desk jobs,”
she said. “It puts you in an office setting
and deals with accounting. If you want to
go into the world of finance, it’s a good,
first step.”

“I feel like getting this job would help me
decide if I like it,” she continued. “Because

we’re students, a lot of us don’t know how
to find a job or get out there, so employers
coming to us makes it more accessible.”

Sophomore Jalin Dew visited the Jersey
Mike’s table to speak with Sean Schoonover,
who owns seven locations, including the
Chantilly restaurant. “I asked what they
were offering and if I could be eligible,” said
Dew. “I’ve never had a job before, but this
would be a good opportunity to learn some-
thing new and develop as a young adult. I
want a summer job so, if there’s anything
open, I’ll definitely apply for it.”

Schoonover had both full- and part-time
management positions available, plus shift
runners and crew chiefs, who supervise
other staff members, keep things running
smoothly and close up the restaurant at
night. “They could do this straight out of
high school — I did,” he said. “They can
become a manager or owner; our training
module sets them up for success.”

Freshman Isaiah McClain and senior
Bilguun Enkh both checked out Chick-fil-
A. “I could maybe be a cashier or a cook,”
said McClain. “It’s a start-off job. I really
like Chick-fil-A, and it would teach me re-
sponsibility.”

Enkh wanted part-time work as a cash-
ier or in customer service. “I have to make
lots of money for college,” he said. “Some-
times it’s hard to find a job, but this [event]

makes it easier.”
Also helpful was Get a Job. “Students go

online to www.getajobdulles.com and fill
out an application telling their qualifica-
tions, job interests and time availability,”
said NOVA junior Aran Muradi, with the
organization. “Companies post their avail-
able jobs and internships there, Dulles Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce members
upload them to this website and the system
matches them to the applicants.”

Job seekers click on a star on the site to
show their interest in a position, and then
an employer sees it and can contact them.
Owned by Allwyn Corp., the Get a Job
Website has been functional for a year.

“We’re trying to get the ball rolling,” said
Muradi. “The more signups, the more jobs.
Get a Job verifies the employers, so we
know they’re safe. Currently, they’re mainly
Dulles Chamber of Commerce members, but
we hope to eventually expand.”

After the job fair, Westfield’s Cudahy said,
“It’s gone really well; there was so much
interest that it exceeded our expectations,
as well as the employers’ — who had to
replenish their giveaways and brochures.
The students and businesses seemed happy,
and we’ll do a follow-up survey with the
businesses to see how they liked it, how
many hires they got out of it and would they
like to come back.”

Westfield’s Job Fair Helps Students Find Employment

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs

Westfield junior Nora Kelly with
the “Star Wars” collectible bucket
she got at the AMC Worldgate 9
table.

“And I hope we’ll make this an annual
event,” she added. “I’d like to see us, in gen-
eral, focus a little more on careers and what
students want to do with their lives, and
not just on how to get into a college.”
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F
airfax County Public
Schools kicked off its
summer meals program
last week at Hutchison

Elementary School with a free
farmer’s market, nutritional semi-
nars, cooking demonstrations, give-
aways and games for local families.
The June 20 event connected the
community with free or low-cost re-
sources available in Fairfax County,
while encouraging healthy eating
and physical activity.

Families can take advantage of
FCPS’ free barbeque program at 13
sites across the county until Aug.
27. Lunches are free for children
18 and under. The cost for adults
is $2. The barbeques feature items

like hamburgers, cheeseburgers,
hot dogs, turkey sausages or
grilled chicken. All meals include
sides of fresh fruits and vegetables.

Del. Jennifer Boysko (D-86)
spoke at the event about the im-
portance of the summer meals pro-
gram. Boysko was joined by
Rodney Taylor, Director of Food
and Nutrition Services at Fairfax
County Public Schools, who
helped create the BBQ program
three years ago.

Fairfax County Public Schools
recently received a $10,000 No Kid
Hungry Virginia grant for its sum-
mer meals program. The funds
support enrichment and physical
activities at the sites.

County Schools
Launch Summer
Meals Program

A FCPS staff member grills burgers during
the kickoff event.

Youth and families will see these flags at
free summer BBQ sites across Fairfax.More than 54,000 FCPS stu-

dents (29 percent of total popula-
tion) are eligible for free and re-
duced-price meals, but the sum-
mer meals program is open to all.

Only about 15 percent of Vir-
ginia children who rely on free or
reduced-price school lunches are
also getting free meals through
summer programs. No Kid Hungry

Virginia and its partners focus on
summer meals as a critical way to
end childhood hunger in the Com-
monwealth.

The summer meals are open to
all. No application or registration
is required at sites. For details
about Fairfax County Public

Schools’ summer meals program,
go to https://www.fcps.edu/feeds.

To find the nearest summer
meal site, families can text FOOD
or COMIDA to 877-877 and type
in a zip code. This information
populates during the first few
weeks of summer.

P
reparing to combat that
time of year when, accord-
ing to the National High-

way Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), more than 40 percent
of all U.S. traffic deaths involve
drunk drivers, free Independence
Day Lyft rides will be offered to
deter impaired driving throughout
the Washington-metropolitan area
beginning Wednesday, July 4.

Offered by the nonprofit Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP), the 2018 Independence

Day SoberRide program will be in
operation beginning at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 4 (Independence
Day) and continue until 4 a.m. on
Thursday, July 5, as a way to keep
local roads safe from impaired
drivers during this traditionally
high-risk holiday.

During this nine-hour period,
area residents age 21 and older
celebrating with alcohol may
download Lyft to their phones,
then enter a SoberRide code in the
app’s “Promo” section to receive

their no cost (up to $15) safe
transportation home. WRAP’s July
4 SoberRide promo code will be
posted at 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 4 on www.SoberRide.com.

Last year, 513 persons in the
Washington-metropolitan area
used WRAP’s Independence Day
SoberRide program rather than
possibly driving home impaired.
The charity also offers its
SoberRide program on St. Patrick’s
Day, Cinco de Mayo, Halloween
and the winter holidays.

Last year, WRAP announced a
partnership with the ridesharing
service Lyft to provide WRAP’s
SoberRide service in the Washing-
ton-metropolitan area. SoberRide,
the free safe ride service to pre-
vent drunk driving, is now solely
available via the Lyft mobile app
ridesharing platform.

“Over 40 percent of all U.S. traf-
fic fatalities during the Indepen-
dence Day holiday in 2016 in-
volved drunk drivers according to
the National Highway Traffic

Safety Administration,” said Kurt
Gregory Erickson, WRAP’s presi-
dent. “Worse, two-thirds of those
killed in drunk driving crashes dur-
ing the 2016 Independence Day
period had BACs of .15 or higher.”

Since 1991, WRAP’s SoberRide
program has provided 72,377 free
safe rides home to would-be drunk
drivers in the Greater Washington
area.

More information about WRAP’s
SoberRide initiative can be found
at www.SoberRide.com.

SoberRide Offered on Independence Day

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police

Station will perform free, child safety carseat inspec-
tions Thursday, July 5, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the sta-
tion, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No appoint-
ment is necessary. But residents should install the
child safety seats themselves so technicians may prop-
erly inspect and adjust them, as needed.

Because of time constraints, only the first 35 ve-
hicles arriving on each date will be inspected. That
way, inspectors may have enough time to properly
instruct the caregiver on the correct use of the child
seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm dates
and times.

Meals on Wheels
Drivers Sought

Meals on Wheels Drivers pick up meals and de-
liver them to individuals on a specific route. Routes
take a maximum of two hours to deliver all meals.
Deliveries are made midday Monday, Wednesday, and
Fridays. Deliveries can be made by an individual or
as part of a volunteer group. Email
volunteersolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Several Volunteers
Needed

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries at 4511 Daly
Dr. Suite J, Chantilly seeks individuals to volunteer
for the following:

❖ Volunteer(s) to clean office and bathroom, Tues-
day or Thursday, either 8:30-9:30 a.m. or 2:30-4 a.m.

❖ Volunteer(s) to answer phones and schedule ap-
pointments, Tuesday and Thursday, 2 - 4:30 p.m.
Requirements: good phone skills, personable, able
to conduct pantry tours. Interview and completed
application required.

❖ Volunteer(s) for Client Services Intake, Monday
and Friday, 9:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. Requirements:
Spanish speaker preferred, ability to work with cli-
ents, able to conduct pantry tours. Interview and
completed application required.

❖ Volunteer for Food Pantry, bagging clients’ food
choices, Thursday, 10:45 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. Require-
ments: must be able to stand for long periods of time
and lift at least 25 pounds. Interview and completed
application required.

See http://wfcmva.org/how-you-can-help/volun-
teer-program/

Roundups

Award Winning
Chantilly High School students were honored April
30 at the Kennedy Center by the National Society of
Arts and Letters. Photo student Mia Curry won the
Award for Excellence in the Arts and was also hired
to photograph the dress rehearsal. Photo students
Zoe Tury and Mastan Rashid, and Studio Art student
Chloe Holl were honored with Certificates of Merit.
Above, are, from left, Chloe Holl, Mia Curry and Zoe
Tury (not pictured, Mastan Rashid).
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from vehicle
5600 block of Pickwick Road, wallet

from business
JUNE 7
LARCENIES
15700 block of Lee Highway, keys

from vehicle
JUNE 6
LARCENIES
4400 block of Oakdale Crescent

Court, bag from vehicle
3100 block of Ranger Road, jewelry

from residence
JUNE 5
LARCENIES
13800 block of Braddock Road, dish-

washer from residence
5800 block of Stone Ridge Drive,

power tool from residence
JUNE 1
LARCENIES
13800 block of Lee Highway Center,

electronic devices from business
4900 block of Oakcrest Drive, wallet

from vehicle
MAY 31
LARCENIES
13600 block of Lee Highway, mer-

chandise from business
14400 block of Woodmere Court, cell

phone, clock and tools from residence
MAY 30
LARCENIES
13500 block of Gray Bill Court, pack-

age from residence
13800 block of Metrotech Drive, cell

phone from business
MAY 29
LARCENIES
4300 block of Chantilly Shopping

Center, bag from business
4400 block of Chantilly Shopping

Center, cash from business

4100 block of Placid Lake Court, cash
from residence

13400 block of Point Pleasant Drive,
checkbooks from residence

MAY 25
LARCENIES
5600 block of Pickwick Road, prop-

erty from vehicle
12200 block of Quinque Lane, prop-

erty from residence
MAY 24
LARCENIES
14100 block of Lee Highway, prop-

erty from business
MAY 23
LARCENIES
4300 block of Chantilly Shopping

Center, merchandise from business
12100 block of Queens Brigade Drive,

bicycle from business
MAY 22
LARCENIES
14400 block of Red House Drive,

wallet from vehicle
MAY 21
LARCENIES
5100 block of Grande Forest Court,

debit card from residence
13800 block of Lee Highway, cell

phone adapter from residence
14000 block of Saint Germain Drive,

cell phone from business
MAY 18
LARCENIES
14300 block of Chantilly Crossing

Lane, merchandise from business
MAY 17
LARCENIES
6000 block of Centreville Crest Lane,

merchandise from business
13900 block of Rockland Village

Drive, license plate from vehicle
MAY 14
LARCENIES
14500 block of Castleford Court, wal-

let from vehicle

MAY 11
LARCENIES
5400 block of Tree Line Drive, bicycle

from front yard

MAY 10
LARCENIES
4700 block of Autumn Glory Way,

package from residence
4300 block of Chantilly Shopping

Center, wallet from business

MAY 9
LARCENIES
4500 block of Singer Court, property

from business

MAY 8
LARCENIES
 First Road, property from residence

MAY 7
LARCENIES
14600 block of Batavia Drive, pass-

port and driver’s license from vehicle
13600 block of Bent Tree Circle, li-

cense plate from vehicle
5400 block of Gladewright Drive, li-

cense plate from vehicle
5900 block of Old Sawmill Road, mail

from residence

MAY 3
LARCENIES
14700 block of Basingstoke Loop, li-

cense plate from vehicle

MAY 2
LARCENIES
4100 block of Placid Lake Court,

parking permit from vehicle
13600 block of Union Village Circle,

silverware from residence

Crime

The following incidents were reported
by the Fair Oaks District Police Station.

JUNE 25
LARCENIES
2500 block of Chain Bridge Road,

laptop computer from vehicle
12700 block of Fair Lakes Circle, pass-

port from business
13000 block of Fair Lakes Shopping

Center, wallet from business
11200 block of James Swart Circle,

merchandise from business
13900 block of Metrotech Drive, beer

from business
JUNE 21
LARCENIES
3200 block of Jermantown Road,

property from vehicle
13600 block of Legacy Cir, wallet

from business
JUNE 20
LARCENIES
3000 block of Hightower Place,

airbags from vehicles
JUNE 18
LARCENIES
3900 block of Fair Ridge Drive, iden-

tification cards from business

4700 block of West Ox Road, wallet
from business

STOLEN VEHICLES
3800 block of Scibilia Road, 2015

Nissan Altima
JUNE 14
LARCENIES
11700 block of Lee Jackson Memorial

Highway, wallet from vehicle
10300 block of Leigh Jillion Court,

electronic device from residence
11200 block of James Stewart Circle,

merchandise from business
JUNE 13
LARCENIES
 11700 block of Fair Oaks Shopping

Center, bag from business
JUNE 12
LARCENIES
2400 block of Glengyle Drive, debit

card from residence
11200 block of James Swart Circle,

merchandise from business
JUNE 11
LARCENIES
11700 block of Fair Oaks Shopping

Center, merchandise from business
13000 block of Lee Jackson Memorial

Highway, merchandise from business

Crime Report

Bulletin Board

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
The Fairfax-Falls Church

Community Services Board’s
Merrifield Center offers a new
stand-up information kiosk. Part
of a pilot project, the new feature
aims to improve the customer
service experience and decrease
wait times for individuals who are

seeking mental (behavioral)
health services. For more
information on available
services, call the CSB at 703-
383-8500 (Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.). In an emergency
24/7, call CSB Emergency
Services at 703-573-5679 or the
Fairfax Detox Center at 703-
502-7000 (TTY 703-322-9080).
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By Sarah Blansett

T
he Virginia Run Riptide opened its 2018
NVSL season with a close win over the
Hiddenbrook Hurricanes on Saturday. With

Morgon Henderson-Kunz returning as head coach
and Patrick Kearney returning as assistant coach, the
Riptide had 62 personal bests and Nicholas Harris
beat the 1993 record of Kyle Delquadro in the boys
8 and under 25-meter butterfly with a time of 18.42.
Virginia Run came away with a win of 212.5 over
Hiddenbrook’s 207.5.

The 8 and Under swimmers kicked off the day with
Ethan O’Connor placing third in freestyle and back-

stroke. The backstroke was a sweep with O’Connor
in third, Brock McDonough second and Nicholas
Harris in first. Ryan Garcia won the breaststroke and
Aidan Bange was close behind in second place. Har-
ris and McDonough also took first and second in the
butterfly round. Kiera McCrea and Quinn McCrea
placed first and second in the freestyle, Caitlin Do
won first in backstroke and in breaststroke, Quinn
McCrea took another first place while Anna Kim
swam for second with her; Do and Kim finished out
the butterfly by placing first and second respectively.

In the 9-10’s, Kevin O’Connor placed third in

Swimming

Riptide Triumphs over Hurricanes

Sarah Boyle takes first place in the
backstroke.

Charles Beamon swims to a top three
finish in the breaststroke.

T
he cooler, rainy weather didn’t hold back
the Sully Station 2 Piranhas as they
kicked off the season with a win over
Stratford Landing 215-201. Before the

swimming action began, the Piranhas honored one
of its seniors, Harmon Saint Germain, for his final
swim this season. Next Saturday, Harmon will begin
his journey at West Point.

Nine swimmers were double event winners includ-
ing Michael Zhang, Ella Ammons, Emma Stalfort,
Simon Campbell, Hayley Norris, Collin West, Madi-
son Stalfort, Delaney Kennedy and Kellen Campbell.
Campbell led the sweep in the 15-18 butterfly along
with Max Morris and Colin Brown. In freestyle, Jacob
Garcia, Hannah Kang and Morris secured victories in
their respective events. Lily Wilson collected a victory
in her 11-12 backstroke race. Alyssa Seng, Caden Seng,
Harrison Saint Germain captured first place in breast
stroke. Rounding out the individual victories for the

Piranhas was Callie Ver planck in 13-14 butterfly race.
Other Piranha swimmers who contributed points

to the team victory were Connor Pond, Gabriel
Quitugua, Carly Logan, Jeremy Bordacs, Mark
McClendon, Anthony Kang, Zacchaeus Post, Mary
Campbell, Emerson Saint Germain, Ally Introne and
Carys O’Haimhirgin.

The Piranhas held their own in the relays with some
exciting wins in the 11-12 Boys (Elijah Post, Seng,
C., Campbell, and Saint Germain, E.), 11-12  Girls
(Susana Walser, Wilson, O’Haimhirgin, and Norris)
13-14 Boys (Ethan Wilson, Harrison Saint Germain,
Isaiah Quitugua, and West), 15-18 Boys (Brody
Campbell, Campbell, K., Morris and Saint Germain,
H.), 15-18 Girls (Nicole Phillips, Logan, Kennedy and
Introne) & the Girls 15-18 Mixed Age Relay (Norris,
Ammons, Stalfort, M., and Kennedy).

The Piranhas are on the road again for the Satur-
day, June 30 meet at King’s Ridge.

Piranhas Defeat Stratford Landing

Senior, Harmon Saint
Germain, is honored at
the beginning of the
meet. The Westfield High
School grad heads to
West Point next week.

A sweep of the Boy’s 15-18 50 meter Butterfly: from left
are Collin Brown, Max Morris and Kellen Campbell.
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Other than my wife, Dina, and my brother, 
Richard, there are few people with whom I 
regularly discuss – in more excruciating detail 
than weekly I do so with you, the world in which 
yours truly, a non-small cell lung cancer, stage IV 
“diagnossee” inhabits. 

It just so happens that in this past week, I 
interacted with three of the other most main con-

school, Cary, with whom I spoke on the phone 
for nearly an hour (he lives in Massachusetts), a 
bi-weekly occurrence generally; my oldest, best 

lunch (even though she lives in Alexandria and 
has been local ever since college), a much rarer 
occurrence (though we email regularly), a lunch 
that lasted four hours; and Veronica, my hair 
stylist, who I see every eight to 12 weeks – as I 
have for almost 20 years, whether I need to or 
not. (That’s a joke. I have a full head of hair so 
needing a haircut is never the question, needing 
it is the answer.) 

Over these many years, these three have 
heard everything I have to say; good, bad or in-
different, and yet despite having heard it all, still 
remain interested in hearing more and judging 

laughter and sorrow. Their support and encour-
agement has been above and beyond the call of 
duty.

Interacting with all three in the course of one 
night and two days reminded me of the actor 
George Peppard because this is my “A” Team.” 
When I want to, they’re who I go to, whenever 
the need arises or when the opportunity presents 
itself. And though they may not solve every 
problem, listening to as many of them as they 
have certainly has provided the kind of comfort 
and joy that has helped sustain me through thick 
and thin (not talking about my weight) and most 
importantly, during the past nine-plus years as 
a cancer survivor. There’s not a “B.A.” (bad atti-
tude) among them, though they all wear jewelry.

I hope I’m not speaking out of turn here 
but, there are some subjects which are best 
left for friends – and the professionals, more so 
than family. Some topics which might betray a 

aloud might exacerbate a familial situation rarely 
discussed. 

Sometimes, sorting through these pros and 
cons with friends, who likely suffer no conse-
quences in the outcome, might present options 
that otherwise might not be heard. From the 
mouths of babes, so to speak. A fresh, unbiased 
perspective can be a welcome addition to any 
discussion of facts, especially when feelings are 
involved; and as often concerns family-oriented 

Not that there aren’t feelings involved with 
friends; of course there are, it’s more that old 
friends knew you when and know you now, and 
the passage of that much time, separate and 
apart from family, can often enlighten and in-

been there and seen you do that? 
It’s particularly important to have indepen-

dent forces in your corner because like so many 
cancer patients, myself included, occasionally 
you exhibit signs of “chemotherapy-related cog-
nitive impairment,” otherwise known as “chemo 
brain,” a side effect/condition of treatment which 
can blur a memory or two – or more. You may 
not even realize it when it disappears, and you 
may need someone to remind you of it. Hope-
fully it’s not a memory gone forever, but just one 
gone until a friend helps retrieve it for you. And 
who better to retrieve these foggy memories than 
friends you’ve known for 49, 45 and 20 years, 
respectively?

And I do respect them, and appreciate them, 
and cherish them, as they are three of my pillars. 
Without them, the foundation of who I am and 
what I know, would likely crumble.

What Are 
Friends For

(Not a Question)

From Page 10

freestyle and first in breaststroke; Ewan
McDonough and Kamsi Anyalebechi placed
second and third in backstroke, and Chris-
topher Thompson placed third in breast-
stroke and butterfly. Charis Roundtree
placed first in freestyle and backstroke with
Anna Kelliher placing second in freestyle
and third in backstroke. Jenna Van Buren
swam to second in the breaststroke and
Caroline Freiss took third in breaststroke
and the butterfly.

In the 11-12’s, William Whitton placed
second in freestyle, and third in the butter-
fly; Davis Collingsworth swam for third in
the backstroke and second in the breast-
stroke with Charles Beamon swimming
third in the breaststroke. Allison Nguyen
placed second in the freestyle, Neha
Srinivasan took third in freestyle and sec-
ond in backstroke and Angela Thompson
led a sweep of the breaststroke event plac-
ing first with Nguyen second and Emma
O’Connor in third. Thompson also took sec-
ond in the butterfly.

In the 13-14 competition, Jackson
Blansett placed second in freestyle and
backstroke, Andrew Boyle took third in
backstroke and Michael Hart swam for wins
in both breaststroke and butterfly with
Nathan Ryman taking second in breast-
stroke. Maddie Whitton took second in
freestyle and third in butterfly with Caitlin
Kelliher swimming to third in freestyle and
second in butterfly. Alana Turflinger took
first place in the backstroke and second
place in the breaststroke, and Isabelle
Cogan took third in backstroke and breast-
stroke.

In the 15-18 age group, Bobby Monroe
placed second in freestyle and butterfly,
Jordan Banzon took second in freestyle;
Thomas Beamon and Harry Schlatter placed
second and third in the backstroke, Beamon
also placed third in the breaststroke with
Anthony Tonthat taking second. Schlatter
also placed third in the butterfly. Sarah
Boyle, Allison Hickey, and Chelsea Nguyen
swept the freestyle with Boyle also taking
first in backstroke. Hickey placed second in
the breaststroke and Didi Pace took third
in the backstroke and second in the butter-
fly.

Both teams were performing well but af-
ter the freestyle event, Virginia Run was
behind by 5 points. After the breaststroke,
Virginia Run pulled ahead with 155 points
to Hiddenbrook’s 124. But going into the
relays, it was anyone’s guess who would
take home the win. Exciting swims by the
girls 11-12 medley relay team included a
come-from-behind win, a close loss by the
13-14 girls medley relay and a nail-biting
13-14 boys medley relay that ended in a
tie. It all came down to the final relay, the
girls 18 and under mixed-age 200-meter
freestyle relay, which was won by the Vir-
ginia Run Riptide team of Neha Srinivasan,
Charis Roundtree, Alana Turflinger and
Sarah Boyle.

Next up, the Virginia Run Riptide will
host Vienna Woods in their second meet
of the season.

Swimming

Riptide
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By Teresa Carandang

T
he Children’s Science Center is
celebrating birds this year in
conjunction with the centennial
of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act

(MBTA). The MBTA protects migratory birds
by making it illegal to harm them and their
habitat. The center has partnered with sev-
eral organizations to create free, fun and
informative bird-related activities this sum-
mer. Located at Fair Oaks Mall, the
Children’s Science Center also organizes
activities outside the mall for children and
their families to learn more about birds this
summer. We want to “show children, espe-
cially at a young age how fun and engag-
ing science is and can be,” said Director of
Communications Dorothy Ready.

The Children’s Science Center’s annual
Citizen Scientist Program this year is the
“Celebrate Urban Birds” initiative. It is a part-
nership with the Audubon Society of North-
ern Virginia and Cornell University. Partici-
pants are asked to go outdoors to the same
area to observe birds for 10 minutes for at
least three days and send their findings
online at celebrateurbandbirds.org. Their

discoveries will be added to the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology’s worldwide database about
birds. To learn more about becoming a Citi-
zen Scientist, the Children’s Science Center
has postcards with instructions or go to its

website at childsci.org/citizen.
Aspiring photographers are invited to the

Children’s Science Center on July 21, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Nature photographer Keith
Freeburn will share tips and techniques on

the best way to take pictures of birds. His
photographs of native birds are displayed
around the Children’s Science Center until
the end of the summer.

The Children’s Science Center first bird
walk, and tour of the Loudoun Water facil-
ity is on Sunday, July 22. Three 45-minute
morning sessions are offered. Experts from
the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
will guide families through paved and
gravel paths on the restored wetlands be-
hind the Loudoun Water Campus in
Ashburn. This is a chance to learn about
native and non-native birds in the area.
There are also two morning sessions of the
Loudoun Water facility for those who want
to learn more about the wetlands, water
conservation, and water treatment in
Loudoun County. Though the event is free,
registration is required at childsci.org/com-
munity-programs/.

On Saturday, Aug. 4, there will be a Sum-
mer of Science Celebration at the Grand
Court of the Fair Oaks Mall. Aside from
hands-on activities and a science show, the
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia will
bring raptors, such as owls and hawks to
the mall.

The Children’s Science Center is located
at Fair Oaks Mall between Sears and Lord
and Taylor. It is open daily from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. It is a non-profit organization that
recently celebrated its third anniversary. To
learn more about their programs and ac-
tivities, visit childsci.org.

Highlighting bird-
related activities
this summer.

Fly High with the Children’s Science Center

The Children’s Science Center at Fair Oaks Mall.

ONGOING
Fitness for 50+. Daytime hours,

Monday-Friday at Sully Senior
Center, 14426 Albemarle Point Place,
Chantilly. Jazzercise Lite, Zumba
Gold, Hot Hula Fitness (dancing
Polynesian style), Strength Training,
Qi Gong, Tai Chi and more.
Membership is $48 a year, and
waivers are available. Email
lynne.lott@fairfaxcounty.gov or call
703-322-4475 for more.

History Volunteers Needed. Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum needs
history buffs. The Museum offers a
variety of volunteer opportunities in
Museum events, programs and
administration. Email
volunteers@fairfax-station.org or call
703-945-7483 to explore
opportunities. The Museum is located
at 11200 Fairfax Station Road in
Fairfax Station. It is open every
Sunday, except holidays, from 1-4
p.m. www.fairfax-station.org, 703-
425-9225.

Art Guild of Clifton Exhibit. 10
a.m.-8 p.m. at Clifton Wine Shop,
7145 Main St., Clifton. Includes oil
paintings of European settings;
doors, windows, and flower shops.
Free. Call 703-409-0919 for more.

Carolina Shag Dance. Wednesdays,
6:30-10 p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax
Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax. Free lessons at 7:30 p.m.; no
partners needed; dinner menu at
6:45 p.m. Tickets are $8. Visit
www.nvshag.org for more.

Open Rehearsal. Wednesdays, 7:30
p.m. at Lord of Life church, 13421
Twin Lakes Drive, Centreville. The
Fairfax Jubil-Aires barbershop chorus
invites men of all ages who enjoy
singing. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilairs.org for more.

Entertainment

Live After Five. Fridays at 5:30 p.m. at
The Winery at Bull Run, 15950 Lee
Highway, Centreville. Every Friday
night a band plays on the patio of the
winery. Free to attend. Visit
www.wineryatbullrun.com for a full
schedule.

Mondays are Family Night. 5-7 p.m.
at Villagio, 7145 Main St. $45 for a
family of four. Call 703-543-2030 for
more.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 27
What Flies and Croaks at Dusk. 8-9

p.m. at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park,
5040 Walney Road, Chantilly. From
fireflies to amphibians, there’s a lot
happening in county parks as night
falls. Get a glimpse of park life after
people go home for the day. Join the
“Fireflies in the Meadow” program to
watch the meadow light up with
fireflies as dusk descends. Bring a
plastic jar with a lid to catch and
then release the lightning bugs. Dress
in long pants, socks and closed shoes.
Flashlights and insect repellent are
useful. Age 2-adult. $6 per person.
Meet at Cabell’s Mill. Call 703-631-
0013 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/eclawrence.

THURSDAY/JUNE 28
Summer Kick-off. Noon-2 p.m. at

Centrewood Plaza, 14125 St.
Germain Drive, Centreville and
Colonnade at Union Mill, 5740 Union
Mill Road in Clifton. The whole
family is invited to enjoy an
interactive photo booth, a blender
bike that will allow participants to
create a piece of custom artwork and
a chance to be chosen by the Prize
Patrol, who will randomly select

shoppers and provide merchant give-
a-ways. Call 571-382-1842 or email
mnasuti@rappaportco.com for more.

Wonder: The Movie. 2:30-4:30 p.m.
at Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive, Centreville.
Join for the movie version of the
book “Wonder” by J.R. Palacio. Bring
a blanket and/or a pillow to sit on.
Light snacks and drinks provided or
bring your own snacks. This movie is
rated PG. Grades 4 and up. Call 703-
830-2223 or TTY: 711 for more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 29
Summer Constellation Campfire.

8:30-10 p.m. at Ellanor C. Lawrence
Park, 5040 Walney Road, Chantilly.
The nighttime sky looks different as
the seasons change. Learn how to
identify the early summer
constellations at the “Campfire with
the Constellations.” program at
Ellanor C. Lawrence Park. Meet at
Cabell’s Mill. For participants age 2-
adult. $8 per person. Children must
be accompanied by a registered
adult. Call 703-631-0013 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
eclawrence for more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 30
Stream Life. 6-7 p.m. at Ellanor C.

Lawrence Park, 5040 Walney Road,
Chantilly. Freshwater ecosystems are
full of fascinating creatures. Search
for stoneflies, hellgrammites, water
pennies, and crayfish. Explore Big
Rocky Run with a naturalist, use dip
nets and kick nets to catch and
release these creatures and learn
about their role in the environment.
Learn stream monitoring techniques
and the impacts humans have on

these fragile ecosystems. Wear shoes
that can get wet. Meet at the pond.
Ages 4 and older. Cost $6. Call 703-
631-0013; TTY 711 or email
parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov.

SUNDAY/JULY 1
Crafts for the 4th of July. 1-4 p.m.

at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. Enjoy making
railroad inspired, 4th of July crafts.
Ages 16 and older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4
and under, free. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org, www.facebook.com/
FFXSRR, or call 703-425-9225.

SUNDAY/JULY 8
Hands On Activities. 1-4 p.m. at the

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Activities may include
railroad inspired crafts,
demonstrations of railroad artifacts
with visitor participation as well as
possible history challenges for the
whole family. All craft supplies
included with admission fees. Ages
16 and older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and
under, free. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org, www.facebook.com/
FFXSRR, or call 703-425-9225.

SUNDAY/JULY 15
NTRAK Scale Model Train Show. 1-

4 p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. The Northern
Virginia NTRAK members will hold a
N gauge model train show. Ages 16
and older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under,
free. Visit www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call
703-425-9225.

SUNDAY/JULY 22
Reading Circle. 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax

Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station.The Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum will host two 45-minute
Reading Circle sessions of the
Caldecott Medal winning book,
“Locomotive.” One session will begin
at 1:15, the second at 2:30. All craft
supplies included with admission
fees. Ages 16 and older, $4; 5-15, $2;
4 and under, free. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org, www.facebook.com/
FFXSRR, or call 703-425-9225.

SATURDAY/AUG. 4
Starlight Cinema: Little Mermaid.

Gates open at 6 p.m.; movie starts at
dark at Trinity Centre, 5860 Trinity
Parkway, Centreville. Starlight Drive-
in Cinema brings the community
together with features that appeal to
both children and adults. The
atmosphere is relaxed and informal.
Bring your own lawn chairs, blankets
and FM radio if you wish to sit
outside. Children’s games and rides.
Free. To volunteer, call 703-814-
7100.

AUG. 6-10
Girls in STEM Camp. Chantilly

Academy offers a new Girls in STEM
camp, providing girls with an
opportunity to experience the world
of STEM with plenty of hands-on
activities. The camp is open to rising
5th-8th graders. $225 for the week.
Visit chantillyacademy.fcps.edu/
announcements/summer-camps-
chantilly-academy.

Submit entertainment announcements at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
The deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork encouraged.Calendar


