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Christmas came early to 18 women and
their families from the Gabriel Project of
Arlington thanks to Our Lady of Good
Counsel’s Christmas in July event. The
Pro-Life Committee of the Women of Our
Lady of Good Counsel collected items for
several weeks in June and distributed
them on Sunday, July 1. Local moms se-
lected items for their new or soon-to-be
arrivals and siblings that included car
seats, bath items, crocheted blankets and
quilted playmats (handmade by parish-

ioners), books, and toys. OLGC donated
remaining items to A Women’s Choice.

Generous parishioners donated:
❖ 100+ pieces of newborn to 4T clothes,
❖ 80 boxes of diapers,
❖ 32 packages of baby wipes,
❖ 20+ crocheted blankets and quilted

playmats hand-made by parishioners,
❖ 4 umbrella strollers,
❖ 4 car seats, and
❖ much more.
For more information, contact

olgcwomen@gmail.com

By Carlyn Kranking

The Connection

I
t was the end of an era – a 44-year
wait brought to a finish. As the scis
sors closed and the red ribbon fell to
the ground, applause and cheering

broke out in front of the new Vienna Youth
Soccer office.

“For 44 years, we’ve been working out of
garages, kitchens, library conference rooms
and cars to basically run the soccer club,”
said Bob Lesjak, president of Vienna Youth
Soccer. “It’s been high time that we now
have effectively our own office space.”

On July 10, league leaders, players, par-
ents and coaches attended a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to celebrate the opening of the
club’s first office space, located on Maple
Avenue.

Though the ceremony marked the end of
the league’s need for an office, it really was
a new beginning for the club’s staff. League

technical and operations staff have been
working out of this office since April 1 and
have already seen an increase in communi-
cation.

Technical Director Kevin James said the

office can serve all the league’s players in
their varied needs.

“Whether we have a team that is getting
to go and compete at a national champion-
ship, or we have an individual who’s com-

ing in to sign up for soccer for the first time,
this office can aid both of those groups in
some way and everyone in between,” James
said.

Town of Vienna Mayor Laurie DiRocco
spoke at the event and took part in the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony. DiRocco said she
loves Vienna Youth Soccer – both her daugh-
ters played for the league and really enjoyed
it.

“It was a very positive experience,”
DiRocco said. “It really helped them estab-
lish themselves as athletes in a very posi-
tive and community-oriented way.”

In this league of 3,500 players, commu-
nity is a central aspect. Various events fos-
ter this feeling of solidarity, such as the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony or even the World
Cup watch party that the league held on
Sunday at Glory Days Grill.

Even after players graduate, Vienna Youth
Soccer makes an effort to include them in
the community through a newsletter, and
the league plans to create an alumni
Facebook page.

“We would like to provide a lifetime of
soccer,” Program Manager Adam Coolbaugh
said, “not just a relationship that ends as
soon as you’re not wearing the VYS uniform
anymore.”

It’s Christmas in July for 18 Young Mothers

2018 Christmas in July items included car seats, bath items, crocheted
blankets and quilted playmats (handmade by parishioners), books,
and toys.

After 44 years,
league has designated
office space.

Vienna Youth Soccer Celebrates New Office
Vienna Youth Soccer presented Town of Vienna Mayor Laurie DiRocco
with a VYS scarf. From left: Kevin James, Laurie DiRocco and Bob Lesjak.

Vienna Youth Soccer celebrated its new office space on Maple Avenue
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 10.
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The new office brings Vienna Youth Soccer technical and operations
staff under one roof and allows them to communicate much more
easily than before.

Photos by Carlyn Kranking/The Connection
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Opinion

By Tracey Reed

Captain II, Station 15,

Chantilly, C-Shift

Girls Fire and Rescue Academy

Coordinator

E
ighteen girls are attend
ing camp Monday
through Friday from 8
a.m. until 5 p.m. for the

second session of the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue
Department’s Girls Fire and Res-
cue Academy. The purpose of the
academy is to build the girls’ con-
fidence in their unique abilities,
push them beyond their comfort
zone, and to learn the value of
supporting others rather than put-
ting them down.

Monday began with team build-
ing exercises that continued all
week to emphasize the importance
of communication and working to-
gether. Then the girls learned how
to put on firefighter personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). They
learned about the Fire Prevention
Division and talked to a few of the
Fire Marshals about what their job
is like. In the afternoon they
learned about medical skills in-
cluding patient assessment, how
to measure vital signs, intubation,
splinting, patient moving devices,
epi pens, cardiopulmonary resus-
citation, and 12 lead EKGs.

Tuesday began with physical fit-
ness training which was a combi-
nation of body weight exercises
and activities firefighters perform
such as raising ladders and climb-
ing stairs. Then they changed into
their PPE and learned about lad-
der truck operations: searching,
forcible entry, and riding in the

tower bucket 100 feet in the air.
During lunch they were treated to
a visit by Belle, one of the
department’s therapy dogs.

In the afternoon they learned
about trauma; spinal immobiliza-
tion, chest decompression, and
how to stop bleeding using wound
packing and tourniquets. Then
they used their newly acquired
skills to respond to simulated
emergencies including an auto
accident with a pedestrian struck.
The scenarios were similar to the
basic emergency medical techni-
cian (EMT-B) certification test and
the girls did great.

Wednesday’s physical fitness
training involved partner exercises
— “you go, I go.” One person com-
pletes repetition of a specific ex-
ercise and then they tag their part-
ner who does the same amount of
the same exercise while the first

person rests. Working together to
accomplish missions in many dif-
ferent ways is an important part
of public safety. Afterwards they
learned about the use of canines
in arson investigations.

Then they were back into their
now familiar PPE for engine com-
pany operations; getting water
from a hydrant, pulling hose lines
and re-racking them for deploy-
ment, and flowing water.

They put these skills together
and worked in small groups to
extinguish car fires using a pro-
pane car fire simulator. After learn-
ing about master streams, which
of course involved getting wet on
a hot afternoon day, the girls came
inside to learn how to tie knots
with rope and webbing, mechani-
cal advantages with pulley sys-
tems, and extrication tools.

Thursday the girls went to the

Girls Learn about Fire and Rescue at Camp

Participants in the the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department’s Girls Fire and Rescue Academy used their
newly acquired skills to respond to simulated emergencies.

To give girls confidence in their abilities,
push them beyond their comfort zone.

Photo by Kendall Warner, FCF&RD PIO Intern

department’s Wellness and Fitness
Center to learn the importance of
fitness and proper body mechan-
ics. The girls watched Technician
Black complete the work perfor-
mance evaluation that is required
for all Fairfax County firefighters on
an annual basis. Then they partici-
pated in the Candidate Physical
Abilities Test which is one step in
the process to become a firefighter.

Later, they worked with Virginia
Task Force One, one of only two
internationally certified Urban
Search and Rescue Departments in
the United States. They learned
about various search techniques
using cameras, listening devices
and canines.

Friday they visited the police
helicopter unit to learn how they
assist on medical calls as well as
their police function. They also
heard from the Explorers (the
county volunteer fire and rescue
program for high schoolers), the
high school cadet program, and
representatives from the Volunteer
fire stations.

The afternoon involved hazard-
ous materials training including
working in hazmat suits and us-
ing meters. Graduation was in the
evening with the families and sta-
tion personnel to celebrate their
accomplishments.

We appreciate all the support
and donations we have received
from the Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department members and
leadership, Centreville Volunteer
Fire Department, Dunn Loring
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, Franconia Volunteer Fire
Department, Greater Springfield
Fire Department, McLean Volun-
teer Fire Department, Fairfax
County Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Association, Battalion 7, B & B
Associates, FireVMS.com, Chic-fil-
A, and Mission BBQ.

Area Students
Stand Up,
Speak Out
To the Editor:

In the aftermath of the recent
school shootings, high school stu-
dents across the nation have found
themselves paralyzed with fear,
hoping for a break in the cycle of
violence. Following the March for
Our Lives rally in the nation’s capi-
tal, Vienna students were inspired
to raise awareness for the issue in
their local community.They orga-
nized a benefit concert called
“Stand Up, Speak Out” to raise

schools. Many songs and poems
were written by the students them-
selves. Not only was the audience
impressed by the students’ talent
and level of maturity, but the mes-
sage they were sending became
very clear: something needs to
change. Many adults in the audi-
ence were moved to tears, as they
realized that they let their children
down, lacking in protecting them
from the all too familiar dangers of
gun violence. While the general
public has become desensitized by
news reports from the adult’s point
of view, hearing words of immense
fear and frustration come from the

See Letters,  Page 11

Helen Ehrlich and Leana Travis, the co-organizers of
the fundraiser.
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money for Everytown for Gun
Safety. The event took place at
Jammin’ Java, a Vienna coffee shop.

The afternoon consisted of mu-
sic and spoken word performances
by students from several local high

Letters to the Editor
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News

By Carlyn Kranking

The Connection

A
bout six years ago, now-14-year-
old Medhnaa Saran and 12-year-
old Kushaan Saran first visited
the Bal Ashram in India, an or-

phanage that cares for victims of child traf-
ficking and labor. At the orphanage, the
Vienna siblings interacted with these chil-
dren, and returned home with a desire to
do something to help.

“Originally, I started taking them [to the
Bal Ashram] because I wanted to ground
them. Since we live in Vienna and every-
body gets what they want, they’ve just seen
the good life,” their mother, Geeta Saran,
said. “But they turned it into something
else.”

Since then, Medhnaa and Kushaan have
dedicated their lives to helping the children
at the orphanage and raising awareness
about child trafficking and labor. Most re-
cently, they are launching a campaign called
“Not My Child” to push FCPS to create man-
datory assemblies about child trafficking,
tailored to each age group.

These assemblies would teach students
how to recognize the signs of child traffick-
ing – like being fearful of talking or not
making eye contact – and what they can do
to help. They would also reinforce concepts
like being wary of strangers and staying safe
on social media.

THE SISTER AND BROTHER chose to
call the campaign “Not My Child” to reflect
the sentiment that human trafficking would
never happen to children here. They sur-
veyed Fairfax County parents and found this
denial to be very common.

“We just asked them, ‘What are your
thoughts on child labor? What are your
thoughts on child trafficking? What would
happen if that happened to your child?’”
Medhnaa said. “And they always said, ‘Oh,
it’s not going to happen to our child, be-
cause we’re in Fairfax County.’”

After the family’s first visit to the Bal
Ashram, they started going every year.
Medhnaa and Kushaan raised money for the
orphanage through bake sales, soccer tour-
naments, cupcake wars and cultural events,
bringing in a total of over $10,000. They
also have collected and packed more than
400 clothing items to bring to the orphan-
age.

“At first, when we found out what child
labor and child trafficking was, we were
shocked. We didn’t know that kids are work-

ing adult positions, they’re working for long
hours with no breaks in really hot weather,
and we were really, really surprised,”
Medhnaa said. “We knew we could help
them even more after they’ve been rescued.”

Over the years, Medhnaa and Kushaan
have been able to connect with the kids at
the Bal Ashram. They receive letters and
pictures from the kids when they are home,

and when they are in India, the siblings
teach the children Hindi, English, math and
even origami. In return, the kids at the or-
phanage have taught them a few things as
well.

“They play [cricket] a lot in India and they
love it in the orphanage,” Kushaan said.
“They’re the ones that got me into cricket.”

As the siblings helped the children at the

Bal Ashram, they learned selflessness
and how to care for others.

“They’re willing to put their social
life second to this cause, which doesn’t
directly benefit them, but it benefits
other people,” Geeta said.

Medhnaa and Kushaan learned
items that are seen as insignificant in
Fairfax County are often luxuries to
the children at the Bal Ashram. They
always bring chocolate when they
visit, and the kids there love it. Geeta
said that one boy offered Kushaan a
piece of his chocolate, and Kushaan
refused it, which is something he
wouldn’t typically do at home.

“I can get [chocolate] pretty much
whenever I want,” Kushaan said. “But
they’ll usually never get it, and so I
want them to try it.”

MEDHNAA AND KUSHAAN’S
CRUSADE does not end with the “Not
My Child” campaign – they just started

a YouTube channel to educate more
people on the dangers of child traf-
ficking and labor, and they plan to get
clubs started at Northern Virginia
Community College and various
Fairfax County high schools for stu-
dents interested in this cause.

They are always collecting dona-
tions for their nonprofit, the Touch of
Life Foundation, which raises aware-
ness and funds for victims of human
trafficking and child labor.

The Saran family hopes that one
day, though it will be hard to achieve,
trafficking will see its end.

“That’s their dream: By the end of
their lives, they want to eradicate traf-
ficking. I’m hoping maybe it’s by the
end of my life – I hope I can see the
day that trafficking is nonexistent,”
Geeta said. “I think every child should
be able to grow up with their family,
every child should be able to play and
every child should be a child. Every
child deserves happiness.”

Medhnaa and
Kushaan Saran raise
awareness about child
trafficking and labor.

Vienna Siblings Launch ‘Not My Child’ Campaign

Twelve-year-old Kushaan Saran, left, and 14-year-old Medhnaa Saran,
right, have been visiting the Bal Ashram every year for six years. Their
next visit will be this August.

Twelve-year-old Kushaan Saran, left, with the children at the Bal Ashram
in India.

Photos courtesy of Geeta Saran

“That’s their dream:
By the end of their
lives, they want to
eradicate trafficking.
I’m hoping maybe it’s
by the end of my life –
I hope I can see the
day that trafficking is
nonexistent.”

—Geeta Saran
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Cats benefit from being in a foster home. We need long- and short-term
fosters for cats of all ages, mothers with litters and kittens on their own.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit our website,
cl ick on Participate

The following summary contains
various incidents of general interest as
well as vehicular crashes handled by
the Town of Vienna, Virginia Police
Department from July 6 – 12, 2018.

INCIDENTS
Fraud — PNC Bank 353 Maple Av-

enue, East July 21, 2017, 12 p.m. A
citizen advised she received a bad
check as a result of a business con-
tract. Fraud — 200 Block Harmony
Drive, SW June 28 between 12 and
8:43 p.m. A resident was contacted
by an unknown person through the
internet. The person offered to send
the resident a check if she purchased
some Google Play gift cards. The
resident purchased the cards and
provided the gift card numbers to the
person before she realized it was a
scam.

Police Service — Niblick Drive and
Echols Street, SE Between July 3 at
12 p.m. and July 10 at 7 a.m. A citi-
zen reported that she drove through
pink paint that had been spilled on
the roadway, believing the paint was
dry. Later she found pink paint splat-
tered around the wheels of her
vehicle. Fraud — 200 Battle Street,
SW Between July 3 at 12 p.m. and
July 10 at 12 p.m. A resident was
attempting to find employment
online through ZipRecruiter.
Through their site, the resident was
set up with a person claiming to be
a representative of a pharmaceutical
company. The representative sent
the resident a cashier’s check but
advised her she would need to send
the company money for startup
costs. The resident contacted her
bank who advised the cashier’s check
was fraudulent.

Police Service — 400 Block Druid
Hill Road, NE July 3, 8:06 p.m. A
large tree branch fell, blocking the
roadway and causing a power out-
age. The branch also fell onto an
unoccupied vehicle that was parked
on the road. Animal Case – Quaran-
tine — The Hope Center 140 Park
Street, SE July 5, 11:30 a.m. An em-
ployee advised that they recently had
to euthanize a cat. After the cat was
euthanized, the owner notified the
health department stating that, be-
fore he took the cat to the animal
hospital, the cat had bitten him. The
cat was transported to the Fairfax
County Health Department for test-
ing.

Destruction of Property — Exxon
395 Maple Avenue, East July 6, 3:20
a.m. Officers responded to an alarm
at the Exxon Gas Station. When they
arrived they found the glass on the
front door was partially shattered.
Damage was also found to one of the
coolers inside the business. It ap-
pears the damage may have been
caused by some type of projectile. It
does not appear that anyone made
entry into the business.

Burglary — Verizon 301 Maple
Avenue, West, Suite F July 6, 3:23
a.m. Officers responded to the report
of an alarm at the business. When
they arrived, they found someone
had forced entry into the business
and stole several cell phones.

Animal Case – Quarantine —
Vienna Dog Park 700 Courthouse
Road, SW July 6, 8:03 p.m. Two
dogs got into a fight at the dog park.
Both dogs’ owners received minor
injuries when they attempted to

Vienna Police Highlight

See Police,  Page 12

Megan Graves of Vienna
and Elon University has re-
ceived a Fulbright U.S. Stu-
dent Program award to
Spain in English Teaching
Assistantship from the U.S.
Department of State and the
J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board. Graves
will support the teaching of
English at an early child-
hood and elementary school
in Tenerife, Canarias as part
of a project to promote in-
tercultural communication
and awareness between
Spain and the United States.

Graves is one of more
than 1,900 U.S. citizens
who will conduct research,
teach English, and provide
expertise abroad for the
2018-2019 academic year
through the Fulbright U.S.
Student Program. Recipients of Fulbright awards are
selected on the basis of academic and professional
achievement as well as record of service and leader-
ship potential in their respective fields.

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international
educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S.
government and is designed to build lasting connec-
tions between the people of the United States and
the people of other countries. Since its inception in
1946, the Fulbright Program has given more than

380,000 students, scholars, teachers, artists, profes-
sionals, and scientists the opportunity to study, teach
and conduct research, exchange ideas, and contrib-
ute to finding solutions to shared international con-
cerns.

For further information about the Fulbright Pro-
gram or the U.S. Department of State, visit http://
eca.state.gov/fulbright or contact the Bureau of Edu-
cational and Cultural Affairs Press Office at ECA-
Press@state.gov.

Photo contributed

Megan Graves

Megan Graves Receives Fulbright Award

People
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By Marilyn Campbell

W
ith summer comes
roadtrips. In fact, a
study by New York
University’s School

of Professional studies showed that
63 percent of American families will
take a vacation by car this summer.
Long stretches of interstate and
backseat time call for loading up on
audio books before hitting the road.

“Audio books are great for long
car rides and they’re much better
than video games,” said Barbara
Marshall, department chair for Edu-
cation and Social Sciences at Mont-
gomery College. “They don’t take
the place of actually reading a book,
but there is a time and place for
them.

One of those times, says Marshall, is long drives
without scenic views. She and others who are famil-
iar with children’s literature suggest some of the best
books for family vacations by car.

“Ghost” by Jason Reynolds and narrated by Guy
Lockard is a recommendation by Jennifer Rothschild,
Youth Services Collection Development Librarian for
Arlington Public Libraries. This
3.5 hour audio books is about a
gifted runner named Ghost who
has a chance to run for a presti-
gious middle school track team,
but is challenged to stay on track
both literally and figuratively in
order to reach his full potential.

Fantasy buffs might appreciate
“Dealing with Dragons” by
Patricia C. Wrede, while fans of
dystopian novels might enjoy
“Leviathan,” written by Scott Westerfeld and narrated
by Alan Cumming, suggests Rothschild.

Set in an alternate version of WWI, Leviathan is
the first in a trilogy. Primary characters include Prince
Aleksander, the would-be heir to the Austro-Hungar-
ian throne, and Deryn, a girl who disguises herself
as a boy to serve in the British Air Service. The story
takes off when the two cross paths.

History lovers might appreciate another Rothschild
pick: “Notorious Benedict Arnold” which was writ-
ten by Steve Sheinkin and narrated by Mark
Bramhall. Running at 6.5 hours, this is a true story
about an American war hero who loses his career
and freedom for greater recognition.

Music lovers might enjoy “Solo” by Kwame
Alexander, says Yunna Iqbal of Scrawl Books in
Reston. The audio version of the New York Times
best selling book by the same name, tells the tale of
Blade, the son of a former rock star with a drug ad-
diction. Intertwined with songs, the story follows
Blade as he tries to escape his escape his family’s
fame and fortune.

“Each chapter has a specific song and story fol-
lows and that makes it good for both young kids and
older kids,” said Iqbal.

“Artemis Fowl” by Eoin Colfer, narrated by

Nathaniel Parker could appeal to thrill-seekers. The
main character, a 12-year-old named Artemis Fowl
is the heir to a crime family who appears to be un-
usually skilled at masterminding crimes until greed
threatens to ruin his most his brilliant plan. This
Rothschild suggestion runs 6.5 hours.

Timeless classics like “Charles and the Chocolate
Factory” and “James and the Gi-
ant Peach,” both by Roald Dahl,
are also fail-safe choices for fam-
ily road trips, says Iqbal.

“Ghost Boys” by Jewell Parker
Rhodes is a recommendation
from Lelia Nebeker, Book Buyer
at One More Page Books in Ar-
lington. “It’s a very short book,
so if you’re only driving for three
hours, you can probably finish
it,” she said. “It’s from the per-

spective of a seventh-grade black boy who is shot
and killed by the police, and his ghost is telling the
story of seeing the world after his death, where he
meets the ghost of Emmett Till. It’s a heartbreaking
book, but beautifully written, well performed on the
audiobook.”

Despite the mature sounding premise, Nebeker says
that it’s intended for readers ages 9 and up.

“‘Avalon High by Meg Cabot’ is a fun contempo-
rary take on the King Arthur myth by the prolific
Meg Cabot,” advised Nebeker. “This one does take
place in a high school setting, but it’s appropriate
for ages 10 and up for sure. So cute and funny.”

“Two of my coworkers read ‘Love Sugar Magic: A
Dash of Trouble’ by Anna Meriano … and raved about
it,” said Nebeker.

“‘Amal Unbound’ by Aisha Saeed is about a 14-year-
old girl in Pakistan who becomes a servant to pay off
her family’s debts,” said Nebeker. “[This is] another
book for young readers that has some mature con-
tent, but is good for ages 10 and up and will start
good discussion between parents and young read-
ers.”

“Howl’s Moving Castle” by Diana Wynne Jones and
“A Wrinkle in Time” by Madeleine L’Engle are two
additional suggestions from Nebeker.

For a wider selection of choices, Marshall suggests
the American Library Association’s website which
offers reviews of audio books: www.ala.org/alsc/
awardsgrants/notalists/ncr.

Top audiobook picks for long drives with children.

Best for Family Road Trips

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Audio books are helpful in passing time during a family
vacation by car.

Recommendations
For audio book reviews and suggestions:
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncr

“Audiobooks are great
for long car rides and
much better than
video games.”

—  Barbara Marshall,
Montgomery College
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Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The
deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

ONGOING
Logan Festival of Solo Performance. Through

July 22 at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons. The festival will gather solo performers
from across the country for two-weeks of
performances, workshops, discussions, and
events. The main stage festival schedule
features: “The Absolute Brightness of Leonard
Pelkey” written by James Lecesne; “Where Did
We Sit On The Bus?” written and performed by
Brian Quijada; and “Brahman/i” written by Aditi
Brennan Kapil. General admission $20; students
$10; festival passes, $50. Purchase online at
www.1ststagetysons.org or 703-854-1856.

Art Exhibit: “Exploring Colors & Textures.”
Through July 31, gallery hours at IACC, Pars
Place, 2236-C Gallows Road, Vienna. A solo
painting exhibition by Ramin Abrahim. Email
info@iacommunitycenter.org or call 703-314-
7240 gallery hours.

Art Exhibit: Country Places. Through Aug. 4,
gallery hours at Village Green Shopping Center ,
513 Maple Ave. NW, Vienna. Artist Libby
Eckert’s exhibit Country Places is on display.
Free and open to the public. Call 703-319-3971
or visit www.ViennaArtsSociety.org for more.

Art Exhibit: “Too Much of Too Much.”
Through Aug. 18, gallery hours in the Bullock |
Hitt Gallery at MPA@ChainBridge, 1446 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. McLean Project for the
Arts will open “Too Much of Too Much:
Overstimulated, Overexposed, and
Overextended,” featuring works by mid-Atlantic
artists whose works explore the ideas of
overstimulation, excessiveness and
bombardment, be it through too much
information, activity, expectation, or by any
other means. Visit mpaart.org for more.

Vienna Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon,
Saturdays, through Nov. 3 at Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. The Vienna
Farmers Market, hosted by the Optimist Club of
Greater Vienna, has more than 30 vendors from
across the region, the Vienna Farmers Market
provides locally-sourced fruits and vegetables
and homemade eats. Throughout the year, great
music will be featured to accompany your
shopping. Visit
www.optimistclubofgreatervienna.org/ for
more.

Oakton Farmers Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Unity
of Fairfax Church, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Year-round weekly farmers market in
Oakton. Local produce, meats/eggs, dairy,
baked goods, and more. Admission is free. Visit
community-foodworks.org.

Free Tai Chi. Every Saturday, from 7:55-9 a.m.,
Introduction and Beginners’ Practice, meet on
the outdoor basketball court located directly
behind the Dolley Madison Public Library, 1244
Oak Ridge Ave. in McLean Central Park,
McLean. Call 703-759-9141 or visit
www.FreeTaiChi.org for more.

The Freeman Store & Museum Wednesday
through Sunday noon-4 p.m. 131 Church St. NE,
Vienna. The Freeman Store & Museum is
dedicated to Preserving and promoting Vienna’s
heritage through the identification, preservation,
and interpretation of history significant places,
events, and persons. Historicviennainc.org

Bingo Night. Sundays. 4 p.m. Flame Room,
Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, 400 Center
St. S, Vienna. $10. www.vvfd.org/bingo.html.

Gentle Yoga. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m. Emmaus
United Church of Christ, 900 E Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax, 2709
Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. Gentle Kundalini
Yoga, one free introductory session, senior
discounts. Increase flexibility, improve breathing
and health, reduce stress. Ravi Kaur has 15
years experience teaching yoga. $15 per session.
www.edimprovement.org. 571-213-3192.

Colvin Run Mill open 11-4 p.m. daily, closed
Tuesday. 10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Fairfax County’s operational 19th century water
powered gristmill, offers recreational and
educational activities for all ages through daily
tours, school programs and special events. Fees:
$7/adult, $6 students 16+ with ID, $5 children
& seniors. Admission to park is free except for
some special events.

THURSDAY/JULY 19
Nottoway Nights. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Nottoway

Park, 9537 Courthouse Road, Vienna. Featuring

Wayne Henderson and Helen White (traditional
Appalachian

music). Bring blankets and chairs and enjoy music
from around the world every Thursday evening
at Nottoway Park. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/
nottoway-nights for more.

Discover Visitors from Space. 8-9 p.m. at
Turner Farm, 925 Springvale Road, Great Falls.
Examine meteorites in a program at Observatory
Park called “Meteorites: Explore Visitors from
Space.” Learn about meteorites, and touch and
examine meteorite specimens from the moon
and Mars in the roll-top observatory classroom.
Program is designed for participants age 6-adult.
$8 per person. Call 703-324-8618 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/turner-farm for
more.

FRIDAY/JULY 20
Tysons Concert Series: Open Park Standoff.

6:30-8 p.m. on the Plaza at Tysons Corner
Center. Tysons Corner Center’s 5th annual free
Summer Concert Series offers a variety of
musical guests and has proven to be a popular
event for families, couples and teenagers. The
Plaza is located off of The Tysons Corner Metro
Station of the Silver Line. Guests are encouraged
to arrive early. Visit
www.tysonscornercenter.com/events/
SummerConcertSeries2018 for more.

Chillin’ on Church with Mudlark. 6:30 p.m.
area residents can catch a new and diverse
musical act at the Town Green or at Chillin’ on
Church. Bring blankets and chairs, but please
leave Fido and any other pets at home. The
concerts are free and open to the public. Visit
www.viennava.gov for more.

SUNDAY/JULY 22
Benefit Concert with Sweet Yonder. 1:30

p.m. at Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. A benefit performanc for SCOV’s 20th

Aniversary. $20. Tickets at www.ticketfly.com/
event/1691320-shepherd-s-center-oakton-
vienna/ or at the door. Visit www.scov.org.

Vegetable Plant Clinics. 4-6 p.m. At Nottoway
Park, 9601 Courthouse Road, Vienna. Focus will
be on planning a fall vegetable garden. Fairfax
County Master Gardeners will add a focus on
vegetable gardening to their Plant Clinic
program. Sponsored by Virginia Cooperative
Extension. Contact the VCE Fairfax County
Master Gardener Help Desk at 703-324-8556.

Alden Summer Concerts: Hip-Hop Meets the
Music of India (Family Friendly). 5 p.m. in
McLean Central Park, 1468 Dolley Madison
Blvd. Free parking at Dolley Madison Library,
1244 Oak Ridge Ave. The Alden’s 2018 Summer
Sunday Concerts in the Park expand this year to
include a “welcome, summer” concert on
Sunday, June 3, and then seven concerts from
July 1 through Aug. 12. Visit
www.aldentheatre.org for more.

Summer on the Green: Vienna Community
Band. 6:30 p.m. area residents can catch a new
and diverse musical act at the Town Green or at
Chillin’ on Church. Bring blankets and chairs,
but please leave Fido and any other pets at
home. The concerts are free and open to the
public. Visit www.viennava.gov for more.

Concerts on the Green: Tom Principato. 6-8
p.m. on the Great Falls Village Centre Green.
Sundays throughout the summer, bring a picnic
and chairs for an evening of free, live music.
Visit www.celebrategreatfalls.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 25
Summer Stories, Songs, and Sprinklers. 1

p.m. on the lawn of the Freeman Store, 131
Church St. NE, Vienna. Young children and
families are invited to listen to a story, tune into
some favorite songs, then have a little casual fun
with water sprinklers at 1 p.m. Wednesdays,
through Aug. 8. Free and appropriate for all
ages. Visit www.viennava.gov for more.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/JULY 25-26
Studio Ghibli: Castle in the Sky. Wednesday,

7 p.m. (Japanese with English subtitles);
Thursday, 11 a.m. (English dubbed) at Angelika
Film Center – Mosaic, 2911 District Ave.,
Fairfax. The Angelika Mosaic will feature
animated films from the celebrated Studio
Ghibli praised for their originality, stunning
animation, and ambitious storytelling. All tickets
are regular admission. Visit
www.AngleikaFilmCenter.com for more.

THURSDAY/JULY 26
Nottoway Nights. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Nottoway

Park, 9537 Courthouse Road, Vienna. Featuring
Maybe April (Country/Americana). Bring
blankets and chairs and enjoy music from
around the world every Thursday evening at
Nottoway Park. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/
nottoway-nights for more.

Live Music: Olivia Chaney. 8 p.m. at Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Grammy-
Nominated English singer, songwriter, and
multi-instrumentalist tours in support of new
album, “Shelter.” $15. Visit
www.jamminjava.com for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 27
River Fishing by Boat. 5:30 p.m. at Riverbend

Park, 8700 Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. Get an
introduction to fishing and boating in the “River
Fishing by Boat” program. Participants age 5-
adult will fish for smallmouth bass and sunfish
from a canoe or jon boat. The two-hour lesson
starts with an introduction to boating and
fishing basics. Previous experience rowing or
paddling is not required. Boats, personal
flotation devices (PFDs), fishing rods and bait
are provided. $16 per person, and each
participant must register. Call 703-759-9018 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend for
more.

Summer on the Green: Sarah Bennett
Swanner. 6:30 p.m. area residents can catch a
new and diverse musical act at the Town Green
or at Chillin’ on Church. Bring blankets and
chairs, but please leave Fido and any other pets
at home. The concerts are free and open to the
public. Visit www.viennava.gov for more.

Calendar

Hop-Hop Meets the Music of India in a family-friendly show in McLean
Central Park on Sunday, July 22, 5 p.m. Indian Violinist Nistha Raj and
Grammy-nominated progressive hip-hop artist Christylez Bacon present
a collaboration that mixes genres of music native to each of their cul-
tural upbringings, Hindustani Classical music and acoustic Hip-Hop and
D.C.’s Go-Go.

Butterfly Hotel by Dick Neff, 8x10 oil.

Membership Drive
Vienna Arts Society members will be able to exhibit and sell works in two new places – in the society’s

new space at 243 Church St. and the new Vienna Community Center. Meet the artists Sunday, July 29,
4-6 p.m. at 243 Church St. Membership application forms are available at the Art Center and at
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org or call 703-319-3971.
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By David Siegel

The Connection

T
he arts are a big business
in Fairfax County. “We’re
seeing an increased rec
ognition to the value the

arts bring to our region. The arts
attract and inspire a strong
workforce, help educate our chil-
dren, entertain us, and enhance our
communities.” said Linda Sullivan,
CEO and President of
ARTSFAIRFAX.

ARTSFAIRFAX is the organization
that helps support the arts and pro-
vides a voice for the arts in Fairfax
County.

There are about 250 arts organi-
zations, big and small in Fairfax
County according to ARTSFAIRFAX.  A recent study
developed by Americans for the Arts in collabora-
tion with ARTSFAIRFAX indicated that more than
$270 million is generated annually in economic ac-
tivity from the arts and culture industry in Fairfax.
Additionally more than $9.0 million of local govern-
ment revenue is generated and more than 6,200 full-
time equivalent jobs supported.

Yet more can be accomplished. “Fairfax County has
always had many outstanding arts organizations but
with a shortage of arts venues they have not been as
visible as they might be in other communities.” For
smaller non-profits arts and cultural organization,
what may have been an issue “is the lack of profes-
sional arts venues that can accommodate audience
growth, and lower than regional average financial
support that can help an organization enhance its
programs and productions.

In terms of cultural facilities, Fairfax County is
working to match other communities with more than
1 million populations which may have larger cultural

facility infrastructures. “The county grew rapidly over
a relatively short period of time, that the focus had
to attend to roads, schools, and other infrastructure.
Now, with a large, diverse and growing population,
it’s the cultural infrastructure that will help commu-
nities, and the entire county, to thrive.” said Sullivan.

Sullivan indicated that in the Tysons area there is
heightened interest in developing arts and cultural
facilities. As examples, she mentioned the Capital
One Center (McLean Metro) that will include sev-
eral performance spaces for live productions and a
rooftop green space for outdoor music and small
performances. Additional arts facility development
is anticipated in Tysons with a performing and vi-
sual arts venues in early planning for The View de-
velopment near the Spring Hill Silver Line.

Herndon is developing a major arts facility and an
arts education center called the Floris Arts Conser-
vatory is to be built along Frying Pan Park.

“We are seeing an increased recognition to the
value the arts bring to our region,” said Sullivan.

The Fairfax County School
Board has elected Karen
Corbett Sanders (Mount Vernon
District) as chair and Ilryong
Moon (at-large) as vice chair for
a one-year term. The chair and
vice chair assumed office at the
July 12 School Board meeting;
they are elected by School
Board members during the
Board’s annual organizational
meeting.

“I am honored by my col-
leagues to be selected to serve
as chair of the
Fairfax County
School Board,”
said Corbett
Sanders. “We
look forward to
continuing the
i m p o r t a n t
work support-
ing our stu-
dents and
teachers as we
implement our
FCPS strategic
plan. We will
continue our
focus on mak-
ing the One
Fairfax equity
goals a reality,
achieving ex-
cellence in edu-
cation for every student in
Fairfax County.”

Born and raised in Fairfax
County, Corbett Sanders is a
retired international business
executive, a community advo-
cate for healthcare and educa-
tion issues, past PTA president,
and Odyssey of the Mind coach.
She has served on boards of di-
rectors and operating commit-
tees for international telecom-
munications companies and,
locally, on the quality board of
Inova Children’s Hospital and
the regional board for Odyssey
of the Mind. Corbett Sanders
earned a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Notre Dame
and a master’s degree from Bos-
ton University. She serves on
the Dean’s Advisory Board of
Boston University’s Wheelock
School of Education and previ-
ously served on the parent ad-
visory board of Creighton Uni-
versity. Corbett Sanders has

served on the School Board
since 2016 and during the
2017-18 school year, she served
as vice chair of the Board.

Moon is a partner with the
law firm Moon, Park, and Asso-
ciates, and earned his juris doc-
tor degree from the Marshall-
Wythe School of Law, College
of William and Mary. He earned
his bachelor of arts in East Asian
studies from Harvard Univer-
sity. Moon is a member of the
Annandale Rotary Club and has

served as a
member of the
Fairfax County
Planning Com-
mission, the
Governor’s Ur-
ban Policy Task
Force, and the
Virginia Advi-
sory Commit-
tee of the U.S.
Civil Rights
Commission.
Previously, he
served as a
member of the
Fair fax-Fa l l s
Church Re-
gional Council
of the United
Way, the Com-
munity Service

Fund (Fairfax-Falls Church Re-
gion), and the United Way. He
is a former ESOL student and
father of two FCPS graduates.
He served on the Board previ-
ously from July 1995 to 1999,
and from January 2004-
present. Moon served as Board
chairman in 2006, 2012, and
2013, and as vice chair in 2005
and 2011.

In addition to the chair and
vice chair, members of the
Fairfax County School Board,
whose terms run to 2019, are:
Sandy Evans (Mason District),
Karen Keys-Gamarra (at-large),
Pat Hynes (Hunter Mill Dis-
trict), Tamara Derenak Kaufax
(Lee District), Ryan McElveen
(at-large), Megan McLaughlin
(Braddock District), Dalia
Palchik (Providence District),
Jane Strauss (Dranesville Dis-
trict), Elizabeth Schultz
(Springfield District), and Tho-
mas Wilson (Sully District).

School Board Names Chair,
Vice Chair

Karen Corbett
Sanders

Ilryong Moon

“We will
continue our
focus on making
the One Fairfax
equity goals a
reality, achieving
excellence in
education for
every student in
Fairfax County.”
—Karen Corbett Sanders

Area to Get New Arts
and Cultural Venues
Conversation with ARTSFAIRFAX’S Linda Sullivan.

Photo by Neshan Naltchayan/Courtesy of ARTSFAIRFAX

Linda Sullivan, CEO and President ARTSFAIRFAX

Photo courtesy of ARTSFAIRFAX

Proposed Capital One Center
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T
he Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
appointed John S. Butler as the county’s
next Fire and Rescue Department chief.
He succeeds Chief Richard Bowers, who

retired in April. Butler’s appointment is effective Sept.
1.

Butler has been with the Howard County, Md. De-
partment of Fire and Rescue Services since 1993 and
was appointed chief in 2014. He began as a
firefighter-paramedic in Howard County,
rising through the ranks to serve in a
variety of roles with that department,
including as battalion chief, emergency
medical services chief and administra-
tive chief. In addition to his firefighting
experience, Butler served in the U.S.
Marine Corps for 21 years, including two
combat tours.

“After an extensive search including a
community engagement process, Fairfax
County is pleased to appoint Chief But-
ler to the position of Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Chief,” said Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova.

“He will have the opportunity to lead an elite
world-renowned department and I look forward to
working with him.”

During his tenure in Howard County, Butler ex-
panded services, hired the most diverse firefighter/
paramedic trainee class in the department’s history,
helped establish the first and only local affiliate of

the International Association of Women in Fire and
Emergency Services (iWomen), established numer-
ous community outreach programs, led the construc-
tion of several fire stations and improved service de-
livery and response times.

“We had a number of strong candidates, however,
Chief Butler demonstrated the leadership, vision and
communications skills that will move our excellent
Fire and Rescue Department forward,” said County

Executive Bryan Hill. “His proven expe-
rience and successful leadership at the
helm of a large department will continue
to strengthen our culture and contrib-
ute to a positive future for the depart-
ment.”

Butler holds a Master of Science in
management from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of Arts from the
University of Baltimore.

He is a graduate of the National Fire
Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Pro-
gram and holds a certificate from
Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy

School of Government Leadership in Crisis Program.
He is a member of the International Association of
Fire Chiefs Human Relations Committee and
Maryland’s Emergency Medical Services Board and
is a 2014 recipient of Johns Hopkins University’s
Global Achievement Award for his humanitarian
work in Africa.

He will receive an annual salary of $201,878.77.

Butler Appointed Chief of
Fire and Rescue Department

N
orthern Virginia Senior Olympics
(NVSO) is gearing up with a free Bocce
Picnic and Play event on Thursday, Aug.

2 at the host site for the 2018 bocce competition
at Green Acres Center in the City of Fairfax. Med-
alists from past competitions are expected to be
present at the picnic offering tips on bocce moves.

The event will be held by RSVP which is the
region’s largest volunteers group for those 55 years
and older. They serve more than 30 of the local
non-profit organizations and government agen-
cies. To register for the event contact volunteer
specialist Carly Hubicki at 703-403-5360 or
www.rsvpnova.org.

This year’s NVSO is scheduled to begin on Sept.
15 and conclude Sept. 25 with the bocce compe-
tition on Thursday, Sept. 20 at Green Acres. Reg-
istration for the NVSO events began in June and
will end Aug. 24.

The NVSO is a joint project of the cities in Alex-
andria, Fairfax and Falls Church and the counties
of Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun and
Prince William. It includes more than 60 events
from swimming and diving, track, pickle ball,
bowling, golf to duplicate bridge with three new
events added this year: canasta, croquet and beach
ball wallyball. For a complete list of events visit
www.nvso.us.

— Shirley Ruhe

Have a Ball at the Bocce Picnic

File Photo by Shirley Ruhe/The Connection

Northern Virginia Senior Olympics
bocce competition

John S. Butler
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The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

After writing such an emotional column last 
week (“A Relative Unknown”), I’m having a little 

column. 
-

-

nonsense after being given a “13 month to two-

-

-

be greater now than ever, us true believers in the 

-

much longer. 

-

Comparatively 
Speaking

mouths of young students as they ex-
pressed themselves truly hit home.
Along with 71 others, Del. Kathleen
Murphy (D-34) attended the event, and
she spoke briefly about what she be-
lieves needs to be done to prevent the
repetitive, tragic headlines. She com-
mended the younger generation for
their dedication to the cause and rec-
ognized how instrumental they are in
creating a better future for our nation.

The powerful words of the students
made an impact on the audience, and
the students are proud to say they
raised $750 for Everytown for Gun
Safety. The students believe, more im-
portantly than the money they raised,
the biggest concept they hope the au-
dience and other observers will take
away is that all one needs to make a
difference is ambition and dedication.
While most nights the news may leave
viewers feeling helpless, it is neces-
sary to remember that every single
person has the power to change the
world, if only they believe they can.

Leana Travis
Vienna

Along with Helen Ehrlich, Leana Travis
organized a benefit concert ‘Stand Up,

Speak Out.

From Page 4

Letters

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
The Fairfax-Falls Church Community

Services Board’s Merrifield Center offers a
new stand-up information kiosk. Part of a pilot
project, the new feature aims to improve the
customer service experience and decrease wait
times for individuals who are seeking mental
(behavioral) health services. To check in,
individuals respond to five simple questions,
then the CSB’s Patient Track software alerts
staff. Based on clinicians’ schedules and
availability, as well as the needs of the client,
individuals are triaged and seen by the next
available staff member. For more information on
available services, call the CSB at 703-383-8500
(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). In an
emergency 24/7, call CSB Emergency Services at
703-573-5679 or the Fairfax Detox Center at
703-502-7000 (TTY 703-322-9080).

THURSDAY/JULY 19
Story Time: Taking on Challenges. 10-11 a.m.

at The Parent Resource Center Library, 2334
Gallows Road, Entrance 1 - Room 105, Dunn
Loring. This Story Time will highlight books and
activities to support taking on challenges in
young children. Life is full of stresses and
challenges. Children who are willing to take on
challenges do better in school and in life.
Registration is limited and required for children
ages 4-6 and their parents. Visit www.fcps.edu/
resources/family-engagement/parent-resource-
center for more.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 1
Application Deadline. Think and Act Green. The

Town of Vienna’s Community Enhancement
Commission (CEC) is challenging local
businesses and nonprofits to adopt green
practices and self-certify as “sustainable” based
on points earned. Find a list of suggested green
strategies and the Sustainability Challenge
checklist at viennava.gov/
sustainabilitychallenge. Submit to Town Hall at
127 Center Street S., Vienna to the attention of
the Community Enhancement Commission.
Contact Desiree Di Mauro at desiree@d2t2.org.

Bulletin Board
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break up the fight. The dogs were each
placed on a 10-day quarantine, and ACO
Barker will follow up with the owners.

Arrest – Drunk in Public — Westbriar
Drive and Maple Avenue, NE July 7,
3:55 p.m. Officers responded to the re-
port of an unconscious man lying in the
roadway. When the officers arrived,
they found the man conscious and alert.
The man refused rescue and was found
to be intoxicated. Ofc. Rohr arrested the
32-year-old man from Gosnell Road in
Vienna. He was transported to the
Fairfax County Adult Detention Center
where he was charged with Drunk in
Public.

Computer Trespass — 1000 Block
Moorefield Creek Road, SW July 7, 9
a.m. A resident reported their computer
was hacked. The person then sent mes-
sages and pornographic emails to some

of her contacts. The resident believes
she knows who is responsible for the
incident.

Domestic Dispute — Oak Street, SW
July 7, 9:34 p.m. A resident reported a
verbal dispute he had with his adult son.

Arrest – Drunk in Public — 300 Block
Center Street, South July 8, 12:32 a.m.
A woman advised she was being fol-
lowed by a man. While MPO Shaw was
speaking to the woman, the man came
near them. Ofc. Rohr observed the man
showed signs of intoxication and placed
him under arrest. He was transported to
the Fairfax County Adult Detention Cen-
ter where he was charged with Drunk in
Public.

Suspicious Event — Vienna Police
Department 215 Center Street, South
July 8, 3:45 a.m. A woman called the
police to advise she was being followed
by another motorist. MPO Smith located
the other motorist and conducted a traf-

fic stop. The incident was found to be a
misunderstanding, and no violation had
occurred.

Suspicious Event — Wolftrap Hotel
430 Maple Avenue, West July 8, 5:31
a.m. Officers responded to the report of
a fight in progress and possible gunshots
at the hotel. When the officers arrived,
several people were seen leaving a room
where a party was being held. MPO
Smith conducted a traffic stop on a ve-
hicle he observed leaving the hotel. The
driver and occupants were all identified
and advised the officer that an alterca-
tion had occurred during the party. No
violations were noted, and all individu-
als involved left the area.

Found Property — 400 Block Echols
Street, SE July 8, 8:18 a.m. A resident
reported a bicycle had been left in front
of his residence on July 7 and that no
one had returned to claim it. The bicycle
was brought to the Vienna Police station

where it will be released if an owner can
be identified.

Missing Person — 700 Block Upham
Place, NW July 9, 7:54 p.m. A resident
reported her adult son was missing. The
son suffers from disabilities and had
walked away from his home. Officers
located the man and returned him to his
home.

Police Service — 300 Block Holmes
Drive, NW July 9, 10:45 p.m. A resident
reported concern for his friend who was
upset. Officers spoke to both the resi-
dent and his friend and agreed the
resident would take the woman to an
area hospital for evaluation.

Bomb Threat — Cedar Lane School
101 Cedar Lane, SW July 10, 11:18 a.m.
A juvenile who is to be attending the
summer school program at Cedar Lane
was upset about going to the school.
While talking to the principal, he began
making several threats to harm both the

students and staff. He also made the
threat to bring explosive devices to the
school. The juvenile left the school be-
fore the officers arrived. This case is
being further investigated.

Hit & Run — 400 Block Maple Av-
enue, East July 10, 1:56 p.m. Sgt. Kiley
observed a vehicle with an expired in-
spection traveling westbound on Maple
Avenue and attempted to make a traffic
stop. Before the officer could conduct
the stop, he observed the vehicle strike
another vehicle, then attempted to flee
the scene of the accident. The vehicle
was soon located by officers abandoned
in a shopping center parking lot in the
300 block of Maple Avenue, East. This
case is being further investigated.

Noise Violation — 540 Maple Avenue,
West July 11, 1:18 a.m. A resident re-
ported noise coming from the
construction site. Officers found the
construction crew had a waiver from the

From Page 6

Vienna Police Highlight

The Otter divers remain un-
defeated with a winning record
of 3-0 after Tuesday, July 10
night’s win over Pinecrest with
a final score of 48.5 to 22.5. Six
Otter divers placed first in their
respective categories: Jon An-
thony Montel in Freshman Boys
with a score of 72.1; Samantha
Shuster in Junior Girls with a
score of 78.9; Brendan Doe in
Junior Boys with a score of
90.45; Molly Estes in Interme-
diate Girls with a score of
138.2; Spencer Dearman in In-
termediate Boys with a score of
171.5; and Sarah Gurley in Se-
nior Girls with a score of
182.35. The Otters swept the
categories of Freshman Boys
(Ryan Shipley, second; Leo
Estes, third), Intermediate Girls
(Kalina Montel, second; Leah
Fisher, third), and Intermediate

Boys (Nicholas Shuster, second;
Blaise Wuest, third). The other
Otters who placed were:
Isabelle Whang (Freshman
Girls, second); Meghan Shipley
(Freshman Girls, third); and
Liam Klopfenstein (Senior Boys,
second).

Otter Divers Win
Third in a Row

Intermediate Diver
Kalina Montel

Freshman Diver Isabelle Whang
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By Jill M. Landsman

Northern Virginia Association of Realtors

E
ven though the housing market nationally
has leveled off, Northern Virginia buyers
successfully closed on 2,581 homes in June.
These sales amount to a modest decrease

of 5 percent compared to the 2,718 homes sold one
year ago. This is no cause for concern when looking
at the big picture of Northern Virginia home sales
trends this year, according to Northern Virginia As-
sociation of Realtors.

“The slight decline in this past month’s home sales
reflects that summertime is upon us, people are busy
with plans, and clients recognize that housing choices
have been limited,” said Lorraine Arora, NVAR chair-
man of the board. “Also, people may not fully under-
stand the federal tax laws and how that affects the
benefits of home ownership. The new federal tax laws
limit deductions on state and local taxes to $10,000
a year, which includes property taxes,” Arora said.

“Northern Virginia properties, in most neighbor-
hoods, still gain equity,” Arora said. “Low interest
rates coupled with strong regional employment have
been instrumental in helping ready buyers pull the
trigger and buy that first home or their move-up
home.”

Christine Richardson, NVAR Chair-Elect, and Re-
altor with Weichert Great Falls pointed out that this
June’s average sales price of $601,928 is practically
the same as last June’s of $602,045. “Demand for
homes in Northern Virginia continues to be strong,
even though supply continues to be low,” said
Richardson. “What does all this mean for home sell-
ers?” she asked. “They are likely to sell quickly, pro-
vided the home is priced right,” she explained. “Buy-
ers will have to be quick as the best of the well-priced
homes will likely attract multiple offers. Tradition-
ally, activity — both among buyers as well as sellers
— slows down in July and August and then picks up
again in the fall.”

According to NVAR CEO Ryan Conrad, “When the
‘New-Under-Contract’ numbers rise by 5 percent, we
know that qualified buyers are making decisions
before interest rates rise again. The median sales

price of $548,000 rose about 2�  percent, which is a
sign of a stable market. A median sales price means
that half of all homes sold above that price, and the
other half sold below.

“Of all homes sold in June, 43 percent sold below
$500,000,” Conrad said. This lean supply of entry
level housing tops the list of our market challenges,
he said.

NVAR Board of Director Rob Allen said, “June
marked the 19th straight month of median price in-
creases when compared to that time in the previous
year. That goes all the way back to December 2016.”

Allen, an associate broker with Long & Foster in
Reston, urges his clients to secure financing before
their home selection for peace of mind. “I’ve found
buyers with an increased sense of urgency due to
those rising rates,” he said. “Many lenders have rolled
out new creative programs that allow qualified pro-
spective purchasers to lock rates for an extended
amount of time without a sales contract. I’ve encour-
aged my clients to take advantage of these programs,
so they can focus on finding a home that’s perfect
for them.”

No cause for concern,
Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors says.

June Home Sales Dip 5 Percent
Comparison: June 2018 vs.
Jun 2017

The Northern Virginia Association of Realtors
reports on June 2018 home sales activity for Fairfax
and Arlington counties, the cities of Alexandria,
Fairfax and Falls Church and the towns of Vienna,
Herndon and Clifton.

A total of 2,581 homes sold in June 2018, a 5
percent decrease below June 2017 home sales of
2,718.

Active listings decreased this month compared
with 2017. Listings were down 11.56 percent below
last year, with 3,945 active listings in June, com-
pared with 4,462 homes available in June 2017. The
average days on market for homes in June 2018 was
27 days, a decrease of 15.63 percent compared to the
32 days on market for homes in June 2017.

The average home sale price remained constant
compared with last June, at $601,928. This is less
than one tenth of 1 percent below the June 2017
average price of $602,045.

The median sold price of homes this June, which
was $548,000, rose by about 2�  percent compared
to June 2017, when the median price was $535,000.

The 2,296 new pending home sales in Northern
Virginia in June were 5.46 percent below the 2,400
contracts that were pending in June last year. Total
pending sales of 2,747 in June were down by about 9
percent, compared with 3,030 pending contracts in
June 2017.


