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With the river on one side, there
are hidden creeks and coves

throughout Mount Vernon.
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600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, Virginia
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Guide

national museum and this one will
be awe-inspiring, with over
186,000 square feet of displays
with countless rare and priceless
artifacts never before seen by the
public. For war buffs, there will be
exhibits that focus on each of our
nation’s major conflicts from the
Revolutionary War up to the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars. The exhib-
its will be a great way to educate
our younger generations about the
sacrifices made by men like my
father, who started out in the U.S.
Army Air Corps and retired as an
Air Force colonel, and the other
men and women of the Army,
which allow us to enjoy the free-
doms we do today. Additionally,
the interactive exhibits will be a
great way to cultivate the next
generation of those interested in
serving our country. The National
Museum of the United States Army
will be a tremendous addition to
our Commonwealth and I can’t
wait to see it when it opens in
2020.

Overlooking the wonderful
Huntley Meadows Park (also
worth a visit!) is the Historic Hunt-
ley house that was built for the
grandson of George Mason, Tho-
mas Francis Mason. This federal
period villa, built in 1825, has
been used for many purposes over
the years including a camp for
Union troops during the Civil War.
Today, you can take a tour of the
stunning home from March-No-
vember.

Locally, museums contribute
more than $21.5 billion in direct
spending to local communities
from tourists, returning almost
$1.1 billion to the state and locali-
ties in tax revenues. Governments
that support the arts on average
see a return of over $7 in taxes for
every $1 that the government ap-
propriates.

I am proud to represent the 44th
district here in Mount Vernon/Lee
that is home to some of the best
museums in the country. I encour-
age you to get out and explore
them as well as the many historic
sites throughout our Common-
wealth. Virginia has over 1,000
museums, including 300 sites on
the Virginia Civil War Trail, over
1,000 acres of botanical gardens
and arboreta, over 100 art muse-
ums and galleries, six Smithsonian
Affiliate museums and five of the
28 National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation sites more than any other
state (including locally, Woodlawn
and the Pope-Leighey House.) So,
go inside and experience one of
our wonderful museums today, it’s
a great way to beat the heat and
experience our amazing history.

Museums
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W
estgrove PACK is the sponsor of
the Westgrove Dog Park, a pri-
vate/public partnership with the

Fairfax County Park Authority. This park is
the only dog park in Fairfax County that is
all grass as opposed to stone dust. The
Westgrove PACK is responsible for maintain-
ing the turf surface and for many of the
improvements since the park became offi-
cial in 2012.

The current chairman of the Westgrove

PACK is Barry Spangler and he is supported
by Vice Chair Mark Thomsen and seven
other board members.

The park is open to all residents of the
county but the PACK has a volunteer mem-
bership of about 150 caretakers who con-
tribute annual dues to sustain the PACK
activities.

The primary fundraiser for the PACK, a
Fall Festival, will be held at the park on Sept.
22 from 1 to 4 p.m.

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

R
iver Bend Bistro & Wine
Bar’s Chef-owner
Caroline Ross is a native
of the Fort Hunt commu-

nity, having grown up in
Waynewood. After learning the
ways of preparing upscale dining
earlier in her career, she has real-
ized her goal to own a upscale res-
taurant business in her own neigh-
borhood.

Her business partner and hus-
band, Bill Ross, supports her in
many ways while also serving as a
riverboat captain taking customers
on river cruises to sites on the
Potomac River.

They are celebrating their
restaurant’s fifth anniversary in Oc-
tober.

Caroline Ross characterizes her
restaurant at 7966 Fort Hunt Road
as “casual upscale” that offers lunch, din-
ner, and Sunday brunch entrees. In addi-
tion to the daily and Sunday offerings, River
Bend Bistro offers catering out, and closed
special occasion private settings.

Asked what her most popular menu of-
ferings are, she listed the following: Lunch
— liverwurst sandwich, by far the most
popular, and cheese burger; Dinner — Sau-
teed lump crabcakes, pan seared striped
bass; Sunday Brunchº— Eggs Benedict, and

Smoked Salmon with various side dishes.
“It is a laid-back setting with great locally

prepared food and a congenial and welcom-
ing atmosphere,” she said. “River Bend Bis-
tro customers are great customers, neigh-
bors, and regulars, and our prices are very
reasonable for the quality of servings we
offer. To top off our creative offerings we
serve weekly wine tastings each Saturday
from 2-4 p.m.”

See www.RiverBendBistro.com.

Newcomers & Community Guide

Couple manages
River Bend Bistro
& Wine Bar.

Celebrating Fifth Anniversary

Photo by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

Caroline and Bill Ross will celebrate in
October their fifth anniversary managing
River Bend Bistro and Wine Bar in the
Hollin Hall Shopping Center.

PACK Cares for Dog Park

Photos by Gerald A. Fill/The Gazette

The Westgrove Dog Park is located off of Fort Hunt Road and next to
Belle View Elementary School.
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Fairs & Festivals
A sampling of the many fun and family-friendly events
taking place around Fairfax County much of the year.

August 2018
Mount Vernon Flea Market. Fourth

Saturdays, April-October, 8 a.m.-1
p.m., at 8717 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Features furniture, art,
china, glass, porcelain, pottery,
books, photographs, lighting, tools,
etc. Refreshments for sale. Free
admission. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com.

September 2018
MONDAY/SEPT. 3
Herndon Labor Day Festival. 11

a.m. - 5 p.m. at Herndon Town
Green, 777 Lynn St., Herndon. Great
music, a craft show, food, 12
wineries and micro-brews and
culinary demonstrations. Visit
herndon-va.gov/recreation/special-
events/labor-day-festival.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 7
Patriot Day Golf Classic. 11:30 a.m.-

7:30 p.m. at Belle Haven Country
Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road. 5th
Annual Patriot Day Golf Classic to
benefit two veteran and wounded
warrior organizations. Visit
www.bellehavencc.com/golf/patriot.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 8-9
Burke Centre Festival. 9:30 am-5 pm

at Burke Centre Community Festival,
6060 Burke Centre Parkway Burke.
Festival includes an Arts & Craft Fair,
festival food vendors, amusement
rides, pony rides, musical
entertainment provided by local and
nationally recognized performers,
nature shows, after-hours Wine
Garden. Visit www.virginia.org/
Listings/Exhibits/
BurkeCentreFestival.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 22
Reston Multicultural Festival. 11

a.m.-6 p.m., Lake Anne Plaza,
Reston. The Reston Multicultural
Festival celebrates all the
entertainment, dress, food, and
cultural treasures from all over the
world that are all here in Reston.
Rain or shine. Free. Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

October 2018
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 10-13
Fairfax’s Fall for the Book

Festival. 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Enjoy literature and hear
authors give readings at the Fall for
the Book Festival. Visit
www.fallforthebook.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 20-21
Fall Harvest Family Days. 9 a.m-5

p.m. at Pioneer Farm in George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Celebrate the beginning of autumn
with the family at Mount Vernon
with activities including wagon rides,
apple-roasting and a straw bale
maze. Visit www.mountvernon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 27
VolunteerFest. A region-wide day of

community service helps nonprofits
accomplish tasks they would not
have time or resources to do on their
own. Visit www.volunteerfairfax.org/
individuals/volunteerfest.php.

November 2018
SUNDAY/NOV. 11
Mount Vernon Salutes Veterans. 9

a.m.-4 p.m. at Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Free for veterans
and active duty military members,
$9-17 for everyone else. See
www.mountvernon.org.

April 2019
Relay for Life. April-June. Fundraisers

participate in all-night-long events to
help those affected by cancer through
the American Cancer Society. Visit
www.relayforlife.org for specific
events and details.

Mount Vernon Flea Market. Fourth
Saturdays, April-October, 8 a.m.-1
p.m., at 8717 Fort Hunt Road,
Alexandria. Features furniture, art,
china, glass, porcelain, pottery,
books, photographs, lighting, tools,
etc. Refreshments will also be on
sale. Admission is free. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com.

APRIL 27-MAY 4
Historic Garden Week. This

weeklong statewide event provides
visitors an opportunity to see
gardens, as well as houses with more
than 2,000 flower arrangements
created by Garden Club of Virginia
members. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org.

May 2019
Great Falls Artfest on the Green.

On the Great Falls Village Green.
Great Falls Studios Spring Art Show
and Sale under the big tent and a few
little tents, too. A plein air
competition and quick draw. With
prizes and a reception, Sponsored by
Arts of Great Falls. Then, a grand
finale “Blues Explosion” to close the
weekend and start the always
popular season of Concerts on the
Green by Celebrate Great Falls. For
complete schedule and updates visit
www.greatfallsart.org/artfest/

MONDAY/MAY 13

Great Falls Annual Charity Golf
Tournament. Hidden Creek
Country Club. 1711 Club House
Road, Reston. Join for a morning or
afternoon round of golf and support
our three Great Falls elementary
schools while you are at it. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

June 2019
Springfield Days. South Run Park,

7550 Reservation Drive, Springfield.
Springfield Days is a community wide
celebration that includes a 5K run,
“Pet Fest” and car show. Visit
www.springfielddays.com.

Cardboard Regatta. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lake Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink
Park Road, Springfield. Featured
during Springfield Days, witness the
cardboard boat creations race along
Lake Accotink’s shoreline at 2 p.m.
$4 vehicle fee. Call 703-569-0285 or
email julie.tahan@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Visit www.springfielddays.com.

Vintage Virginia Wine and Food
Festival. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Bull Run
Regional Park, 7700 Bull Run Drive,
Centreville. A fun-filled day with
food, musical entertainment and
more. Visit www.vintagevirginia.com.

Lake Anne Chalk on the Water
Festival. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Lake Anne
Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. Chalk on the Water is a two-
day street-painting festival where
participants will create amazing
street art. Festival goers can purchase
a “plot” of brick space on the plaza
and paint to their hearts delight
whatever flows from their
imagination. Cost for spaces are $5
for children, $10 for adults, and $15
for professional artist. Individuals
can register at
www.chalkonthewater.com. Only
100 spaces/plots are available for
this event. Participants have a chance
to win cash prizes for various
categories, awarded by notable
community judges. The festival will
also include food, a live DJ, a wine
garden.

Taste of Reston. Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. Carnival

games and rides with a family fun
zone. Visit www.restontaste.com.

JUNE-AUGUST
Reston Concerts on the Town.

Fridays, 7:30-10 p.m. Reston Town
Center Pavilion. Bring lawn chairs or
picnic blankets and enjoy live music
in the Pavilion Saturday nights. Free.
Rain or shine. Presented by Reston
Town Center, Boston Properties, and
Reston Town Center Association.
Alcohol permitted at restaurants
only. 11900 Market Street, Reston.
Concert information:
www.restontowncenter.com/
concerts.

Great Falls Concerts on the Green.
Sundays, 6-8 p.m. Great Falls Village
Centre Green. Come out with your
picnic baskets and chairs for an
entertaining evening of free, live
music! 776 Walker Rd, Great Falls.
Full schedule list:
www.celebrategreatfalls.org/
concerts-on-the-green/.

Lake Anne Summer Film Festival.
Select Sundays, 8 p.m. Lake Anne
Plaza, 1609 Washington Plaza,
Reston. Grab a date, the family or a
group of friends, bring the lawn
chairs and a picnic and enjoy the free
flicks under the stars.

Arts in the Parks. Wednesdays &
Saturdays, 10 a.m. Performance
venues include Burke Lake Park
Amphitheater, E.C. Lawrence Park
Amphitheater, Mason District Park
Amphitheater, and Frying Pan Farm
Park Visitor Center. Entertain
children, teach them the importance
of protecting our natural resources,
introduce them to live entertainment
in an informal kid-friendly
atmosphere, and forge a connection
between kids and parks. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/arts-in-the-parks.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JUNE 7-9
Celebrate Fairfax! Festival. Friday:

6 p.m.-midnight; Saturday: 10 a.m.-
midnight; and Sunday: 11 a.m.-7p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center,

12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax. Musical performances, rides,
games and food. Call 703-324-3247
or visit www.celebratefairfax.com/.

SUNDAY/JUNE 14
Love Your Body Yoga Festival. Yoga

studios and wellness centers of
Northern Virginia will be offering
classes, services, and information on
ways to care for your body, along
with live entertainment and activities
for children. Donations to participate
in classes benefit Cornerstones.
Presented by Beloved Yoga.
www.belovedyoga.com.

July 2019
Obon Festival. Highlighting Japanese

culture at Ekoji Buddhist Temple,
6500 Lakehaven Lane, Fairfax
Station. Visit www.ekoji.org.

Claude Moore Colonial Farm 1771
Market Fair. 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at
6310 Georgetown Pike, McLean. Sit
in the shade and savor roast chicken
and spicy sausages, enjoy dancing
and singing with the fiddler, test
your water color and writing skills
with Mr. Andrews at the Stationer.
Visit 1771.org.

Fairfax’s Independence Day
Celebration. In the Downtown
Fairfax Historic District.
Independence day parade, historical
tours, games, entertainment and
fireworks. Visit www.fairfaxva.gov/
about-us/special-events/
independence-day-celebration

Independence Fireworks. At George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway,
Mount Vernon. Greet “General and
Mrs. Washington” in the historic area
before trying a turn at bocce ball and
18th-century dancing
demonstrations. Mount Vernon’s
colonial artisans will reveal how
18th-century ice cream was made in
the days before freezers. Enjoy a
performance by Yorktown Fife &
Drum and the National Concert
Band. Also enjoy a fireworks show.
Visit www.mountvernon.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 4
An American Celebration. 8 a.m.-5

p.m. at Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount
Vernon. Watch made-for-daytime
fireworks shoot off over the Potomac
River. Admission is $9-20, free for
children 0-5. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

JULY-AUGUST
Braddock Nights Concert Series.

Fridays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Lake
Accotink Park, 7500 Accotink Park
Road, Springfield or Royal Lake Park,
5344 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax.
Listen to musical performances in the
great outdoors. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

August 2019
Fairfax County 4-H Fair and

Carnival. At Frying Pan Farm Park,
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Enjoy
old-fashioned family fun with
carnival games, rides and tempting
foods. Stop by the 4-H Fair
throughout the weekend as
exhibitors display their winning
entries and get their farm animals
ready to show. Try a turn at farm
chores, watch stage entertainment
and enjoy horse and livestock
shows.Thursday and Friday – free
parking and discount tickets for
unlimited rides. Admission to the 4-H
Fair and Carnival is free; $10 per car
parking fee on Saturday and Sunday.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
frying-pan-park/4-h-fair for details.

Celebrate Fairfax!
Attendees enjoy live entertainment, rides,
games and food trucks as part of the 2018
Celebrate Fairfax! festival June 8-10 at the
Fairfax Government Center. The annual
festival attracts tens of thousands of
visitors each year.
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of Virginia also sets out specific types of property that may
be exempted from taxation. For example, the Constitution of
Virginia allows the General Assembly to permit localities to
provide a partial exemption from real estate taxes as an in-
centive for property owners to make substantial
improvements to existing structures by renovating, rehabili-
tating, or replacing those structures.

Proposed Amendment
The proposed amendment would authorize the General As-

sembly to allow localities to provide a partial tax exemption
for real property that is subject to recurrent flooding, if im-
provements have been made on the property to address
flooding. The General Assembly and participating localities
would be allowed to place restrictions or conditions on quali-
fication for the tax exemption.

“YES” vote will authorize the General Assembly to allow lo-
calities to provide a partial tax exemption for real property
that is subject to recurrent flooding, if improvements have
been made on the property to address flooding.

“NO”  vote will not allow such a tax exemption.

State Ballot Question Two
Question: Shall the real property tax exemption for a

primary residence that is currently provided to the surviving
spouses of veterans who had a one hundred percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability be amended to
allow the surviving spouse to move to a different primary
residence and still claim the exemption?

Present Law
The Constitution of Virginia currently requires the General

Assembly to exempt from taxation the principal place of resi-
dence of any veteran who has been determined by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability. This tax
exemption is also provided to the surviving spouse of such a
veteran, so long as the surviving spouse continues to occupy
that property as the surviving spouse’s principal place of resi-
dence

Proposed Amendment
The proposed amendment would allow the surviving

spouse of any veteran who has been determined by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs to have a 100 percent service-
connected, permanent, and total disability to continue to
claim the tax exemption currently provided, even if the sur-
viving spouse moves to a new principal place of residence that
is owned by the surviving spouse.

“YES” vote will allow these surviving spouses to move to a
new principal place of residence that is owned by the surviv-
ing spouse and still claim the tax exemption.

“NO” vote will not allow such surviving spouses to move
and still claim the tax exemption.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY BOND
TEXT: Shall Fairfax County, Virginia, contract a debt, bor-

row money, and issue bonds in the maximum aggregate
principal amount of $182,000,000 to provide funds, in addi-
tion to funds from public safety facilities bonds previously
authorized, to finance, including reimbursement to the
County for temporary financing for, the costs of public safety
facilities, including the construction, reconstruction, enlarge-
ment, renovation and equipment of civil and criminal justice
facilities, police training and operational facilities and sta-
tions, fire and rescue training facilities and stations, including
fire and rescue stations owned by volunteer organizations,
and the acquisition of necessary land?

$73 million would be earmarked for improvements to four
fire stations — Mount Vernon ($16 million), Fairview ($16
million), Gunston ($13 million), and Seven Corners ($13
million) — that are all 37 years or older. An additional $15
million would be used to improve one of the eight volunteer
stations that is more than 40 years old.

The Fairfax County Police Department would receive $59
million: $18 million to renovate and expand the Mason Dis-
trict Station which was built in 1975; $18 million to renovate
and upgrade its Criminal Justice Academy, and $18 million
to renovate, expand or replace the Police Evidence Storage
Building used to store evidence for court cases, and also
houses the warrant desk and the victim services section.

The Adult Detention Center needs $45 million of improve-
ments to three wings, including plumbing, electrical, HVAC,
elevator and fire protection systems as well as security and
camera equipment. $5 million would be used to improve the
Jennings Judicial Center.

On The Ballot

Sweet and Cool
A hot summer day attracts frozen
custard lovers to the Custard Shack
in Belle Haven.

West Potomac
graduate Mariah

Whitley, 17, makes a
shake at the

Custard Shack.

Photos by Mike Salmon/

The Gazette
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Good Shepherd Catholic Church
International Festival -

Three Days of Celebration
8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA 22309

Win $10,000!  Tickets on Sale

at the Festival! 

Net proceeds go to charities.

Visit gs-cc.org for information.

Monday, September 3 Festival Day!
• 11am - 5pm Food, music, games, bingo,

• Food and some activities require

ticket purchase

No pets except service animals.

Sunday, September 2

Saturday, September 1
• 5K Race and 1Mile Fun Run

great cause!  Sign up online today, go to: gs-cc.org 

• Yard Sale Early Bird Entry, 8:30 - 9:30am, $10 

Regular Entry, 9:30am - 4pm, free

From Page 3

to vote. Plan to spend a day exploring the
history of the Workhouse, visit artist stu-
dios, ask questions about their work, pur-
chase their wares, and even participate in
programs in which you can create your own
masterpiece. (www.workhousearts.org)

❖ Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve: Located
just a few miles south of Alexandria, Va.,
Dyke Marsh is one of the largest remaining
freshwater tidal wetlands in the Washing-
ton metropolitan area. Dyke Marsh is
viewed as a national treasure that holds
extensive value not only for plants and ani-
mals, but for its recreational, educational
and cultural purposes. It is estimated that
the southern marsh has existed for 2,200
years, and the northern marsh has existed
for 500 years. In July, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers began restoration of Dyke Marsh.
Construction of a 1,500-foot breakwater is
expected to take up to 18 months and will
help protect the marsh from erosion, shield
the marsh from storms and encourage the
accumulation of sediment, which is neces-
sary for marsh regeneration.

❖ Vast Recreation Opportunities: Mount
Vernon is an outdoor enthusiasts play-
ground, with two recreation centers, the
Mount Vernon RECenter located near the
Belle View Shopping Center and the George

Washington RECenter located across from
Mount Vernon High School; two off leash
dog parks, one at West Grove on Ft. Hunt
Road and one at Grist Mill Park located on
Route 235; and multiple parks, golf courses,
bike and hiking trails, and boat launches.

❖ Tour de Mount Vernon: On Oct. 27, the
Mount Vernon District will host the 3rd An-
nual Tour de Mount Vernon, a community
bicycle tour of the Mount Vernon District.

Again, I welcome you to the Mount
Vernon community and sincerely hope you
enjoy living in the finest district in Fairfax
County. We are a community of the past,
present, and future where you can grow,
play, and work. We host hundreds of small
and large growing businesses, many re-
cently renovated schools, and the Fort
Belvoir Army Base with more than double
the employees of the Pentagon. Taking care
of your health can also be accomplished
locally at our two major hospital centers —
Inova Mount Vernon and the Fort Belvoir
Community Hospital.

Visit our website www.FairfaxCounty.gov/
mountvernon to sign-up for our regular
Mount Vernon Advisor newsletter for the
latest happenings in your community. I look
forward to meeting you out and about in
our great community. It is an honor and
privilege to serve you!

Things To Do in the Area

Newcomers & Community Guide


