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‘What Communities
Of Color Care About’
School Board candidates on school
safety, discipline, achievement gaps.
By Dan Brendel
Gazette Packet

chool Board candidates
broadly supported efforts
to tackle issues disproportionately affecting students of color at a candidate forum hosted last week by Tenants
and Workers United.
Tenants and Workers, a community organizing nonprofit, seeks
“to raise the voices of those that
are most directly impacted on social issues,” said Lead Organizer
Ingris Moran. The forum served as
“an opportunity to educate candidates and the community at large
of what our communities of color
care about.”
All 16 candidates, who are competing for nine seats, participated.
Asked whether they “think Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) should have access to
our schools,” all candidates said
no.
Asked whether they’d “support
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By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

he tall ship Godspeed, an 88-foot squarerigger with a trio of masts soaring to 72
feet, will be docked at the Alexandria waterfront Oct. 12-14 to kick off of the inaugural
Portside in Old Town Festival.
The vessel is a replica of the original Godspeed,
which landed at Jamestown in May of 1607 along
with sister ships Discovery and Susan Constant, thus
establishing the first English colony in the New
World.
The Godspeed is considered a living history museum and, like the original, flies the 1607 British
flag bearing the English cross of St. George and the
Scottish cross of St. Andrew. Tours will be free during the three-day festival, which will feature a variety of events at Waterfront Park and the Alexandria
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City Marina.
Portside in Old Town is a new waterfront programming series that will feature free-to-the-public events
in history, art, music and fitness with activities for
families and for adults, plus additional pop-up experiences and events.
In addition to tours of the Godspeed, the inaugural weekend will feature a waterfront beer garden
from Port City Brewing Company and a pop-up Pizzeria Paradiso.
The festival was originally slated to take place at
the foot of King Street but weather conditions delayed construction of the new park space requiring
the festival to shift events to nearby Waterfront Park
and the Alexandria City Marina. The King Street park
space is expected to open later this fall.
The Portside in Old Town Festival lineup also includes an LED light performance by Incandescent
Entertainment, a pop-up exotic car exhibit to preview next year’s Alexandria Festival of Speed and
Style, a free children’s pizza-making demo by Pizzeria Paradiso, a free children’s decorative craft project
from AR Workshop, and a free outdoor group fitness
class from Sand & Steel Fitness.
See Godspeed, Page 19

Skeletal Remains Found
The Alexandria Police Department conducted a death investigation in the 4700 block of King
Street on Tuesday, Oct. 9.
Shortly before 5 p.m, police
were dispatched for skeletal remains of a human found in a
wooded area behind a business.

The remains were located and will
be transported to the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner.
This investigation is ongoing.
Anyone with information about
this incident is asked to contact
Detective Loren King at 703-7466689.
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The tall ship Godspeed, center, along with sister ships Discovery and Susan Constant,
landed in Jamestown, Va., in May of 1607, resulting in the establishment of the first
English colony in the New World. A replica of the Godspeed will be docked at the Alexandria waterfront Oct. 12-14 as part of the Portside in Old Town Waterfront Festival.

the creation of a task force or committee to examine ACPS [Alexandria City Public Schools] disciplinary practices,” all said yes.
Asked whether they’d “commit
to supporting funding for Pre-K for
all ACPS elementary schools,” all
said yes.
Asked whether they’d “support
a student-led student survey that
measures cultural competency, respect and school climate,” all said
yes.
The candidates were asked
how’d they reduce out-of-school
suspensions, which moderators
said “have disproportionately affected students of color.”
The candidates generally approved “restorative practices,”
which the schools already employ.
These methods see an offense as
“an opportunity for learning,” focusing on repairing relationships
rather than strictly on punishment,
according to the schools’ student
code of conduct. For example, “reSee Forum, Page 18
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City Elections: In the Race for Mayor and Council
Wilson unopposed for mayor, nine others compete for remaining six seats.
hile, practically speaking, the June
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker Michael Clinkscale
Democratic primary probably de- For City Council:
cided the next City Council, the
Democrat
Republican
buzzer doesn’t sound until Nov. 6. Canek Aguirre
I help lead TWB, a nonAdventurist.
Here are updated profiles for the 10 candidates still
profit job training

W

in the running.
Alexandria’s City Council includes seven members, one of whom serves as mayor and is elected
on a separate ballot. The mayor’s power consists
primarily in running meetings. But the office isn’t
analogous to the executive branch in higher levels
of government. He or she doesn’t exercise any veto
power, and his or her vote doesn’t count any more
than the other members’.
Vice Mayor Justin Wilson defeated Mayor Allison
Silberberg in the Democratic mayoral primary.
Without a Republican contender, he’s running unopposed in November.
Nine candidates will vie for the remaining six
seats. They include six Democrats, winnowed from
12 who ran in the primary, two Republicans and
one Independent.
Before the June primary, the Gazette Packet
published detailed candidate profiles, including
statements from the candidates about their relatively highest and lowest priorities. For this second
iteration, the candidates were asked if anything’s
changed in the intervening months. A few indicated substantive shifts. While Redella “Del”
Pepper (D) said in June that her lowest relative
priority was historical preservation and the arts,
now she says everything’s a priority. Whereas Elizabeth Bennett-Parker (D) previously said her highest
relative priority was to bolster public education,
now she says it’s to bolster business and the tax
base. While Kevin Dunne (R) previously said his
highest relative priority was to restore Alexandria’s
business competitiveness, now he says it’s to
streamline the city’s process of deliberating policy.
For those who qualify, early absentee voting has
already begun. Vote in-person absentee at the
Voter Registration Office (132 North Royal St.) or
Beatley Library (5005 Duke St.). The deadline for
in-person absentee voting is 5 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 3. Apply for an absentee ballot by mail by visiting vote.elections.virginia.gov, entering your
identification information and following the subsequent prompts. The deadline for applying for an
absentee ballot by mail is 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
30.
Vote in person at your appointed polling place
between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. However, to avoid potential parking challenges and long waits, the
registrar recommends voting between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m. if possible.
For more information, including a map of polling places, visit alexandriava.gov/Elections or call
Alexandria’s Office of Voter Registration and Elections at 703-746-4050.
Campaign finance information comes from the
Virginia Public Access Project (www.vpap.org), a
nonpartisan nonprofit focused on voter education.
— Dan Brendel

Democrat
Canek Aguirre is a community advocate and
progressive leader with a
track record of building
coalitions to amplify the
voices that aren’t always
heard. A former ACPS
employee, he currently
works to improve health
outcomes across Northern
Virginia.

Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: Over 90 percent of affordable housing
has been lost since 2000. Whether through zoning
ordinances and awarding density bonuses or
through proposed dedicated funding such as the 1
percent meals tax and restoring the full penny set
aside, we must take action now.
Lowest: There are many issues that impact every
Alexandrian and require us all working together to
identify solutions. Every decision Council makes
should be informed by bringing all stakeholders to
the table so that all voices are heard.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $26,527

John Taylor Chapman
Democrat, Incumbent
I am an educator, business owner and fourth
generation Alexandrian
who is devoted to improving my hometown. I
believe that we need to be
a place to raise a family,
afford housing, have access to quality education,
start a business, and
thrive.
Statement about issue
priorities:
Highest: My highest priority issue is protecting
housing affordability. I have advocated for a dedicated funding in order to fund the city’s Housing
Master Plan and I continue to push ARHA in its efforts to increase the number of affordable housing
units.
Lowest: For our historic preservation and the
arts, I plan to work on forming stronger community partnerships and public-private partnerships to
enhance and support our historic assets and our
arts and culture programming.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $45,626

S. “Del” Pepper
For Mayor: Justin Wilson Redella
Democrat, Incumbent
Democrat,
Incumbent Vice Mayor
I have served 7 years on
the Council with a focus
on children, infrastructure and our economy.
My wife and I live with
our two children in Del
Ray and I have been with
Amtrak professionally for
over 12 years. Statement
about issue priorities:
Highest: The success of
our children is my most
important priority. I will continue my work to address growing student enrollment by expanding
school capacity around our City. I will help close
the preparedness gap by expanding preschool and
after-school.
Lowest: I look forward to continuing to tackle the
many issues before our community, large and
small!
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $174,052
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Born in Nebraska - received my BA degree from
Grinnell College - did
graduate work at the U. of
Wisconsin - worked 5
years as a case worker in
Chicago - married Dr. F. J.
Pepper - moved to Alexandria - son Murphy aide to Chuck Beatley elected to City Council.
Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: Support for the schools and increasing
our affordable housing stock are my very top priorities and I have argued and voted for funding for
both because of their potential for positive lifechanging impacts. I will ensure that funds are spent
wisely.
Lowest: All issues areas are my priority.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $51,194

program for women in
need. I founded a small
business that reduced
food waste by transforming “ugly” fruit into
healthy snacks. I am a
Fulbright Fellow and
graduated Phi Beta Kappa
from Cornell University.
Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: We must make sure we are helping
small businesses grow and attracting other businesses. We need to diversify our tax base so we do
not rely so heavily on residential property taxes and
can afford the many infrastructure issues we need
to address, from our school facilities to public
transportation.
Lowest: Issues surrounding core city services, like
public safety, education, and transportation should
come before recreation, which is something we can
partner with other organizations to address.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $56,302

Kevin Dunne
Republican
I am a passionate resident of Alexandria,
involved in local efforts to
promote healthy, sustainable, and equitable
outdoors initiatives, both
in my role as board member of a local bike
non-profit and on the city
beautification commission.
Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: Alexandria needs to improve the quality of policy deliberation. Council can do this with
more data technology, greater embrace of resident
ideas and concerns, and more input from economic
stakeholders.
Lowest: Recreation, independent of a broader
connection to strengthening our economy is laudable, but unfortunately more pressing issues have
a more direct impact on the city’s future.

Statement about issue
priorities:
Highest: Our children,
particularly the bottom
half,
are
being
underserved by the public
school system. I intend to
promote a competitive
framework that includes
charter schools, magnet
schools, and homeschooling.
Lowest: We define affordable housing in a partial manner. We should lower taxes so that our
retirees can afford to continue living in the city.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $849

Amy Jackson
Democrat
My roots are in Alexandria since 1981. West End
raised, I am an ACPS
graduate (proud Titan),
as my two children will
be. As a civic leader and
educator, I have been engaged in the community
and I serve on several
non-profit boards and city
commissions.
Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: We need to allocate funds necessary for
School Board to increase capacity for over-enrollment, provide resources for more universally
available pre-k programs, and repair our existing
schools and build new ones for a safe, modernized
environment.
Lowest: Although all of these concerns should
take priority, we need to look at what needs the
greatest assistance in funding right now. Priorities
that should be established include education, smart
growth, public safety, transportation/traffic.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $43,959

Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $3,449

Mark Shiffer

Mo Seifeldein

Independent
Father of 11 and 4 y/o.
Tech exec with degrees in
Math, Computer Science
and
Neuroscience.
Worked in defense, finance, startups, tech. Biz
owner/founder. Love
hard problems. Strongly
believe city government
should be functional, accountable
and
transparent.

Democrat
I’m an immigrant, lawyer, small business owner,
and a mentor. I represented
vulnerable
members of the community pro bono and now I
work with small business
owners. Before becoming
a lawyer, I worked as a
mental health counselor.
Statement about issue
priorities:
Highest: Improving the quality of life is a top
priority, which includes a funded school system,
reducing congestion, quality services, public safety,
economic development, historic preservation, open
space, and workforce housing.
Lowest: I’m running to bring meaningful change
and to represent all Alexandrians. There are competing interests in the City. I will balance those
competing interests. I will do what is in the best
interest of the Alexandria.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $9,160

Statement about issue priorities:
Highest: I propose rolling up my sleeves and digging into the enormous budgets we fund that are
not adequately addressing our problems. I will
work with the school board and with various affordable housing advocates in the city to make sure
our spending is effective.
Lowest: Our major problems are the basics. We
are critically failing in education, affordable housing, traffic, over development, accountability and
transparency. These must be solved before going
after less pressing issues that are not in as dire a
state.
Campaign Expenses (Jan.-Aug. 2018): $2,152
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ACPS Photos

Gov. Ralph Northam addresses students at T.C. Williams High School.

Path to Health Careers
Governor celebrates T.C. William’s
Health Sciences Academy.
ov. Ralph Northam
(D) joined students, parents and
officials at T.C. Williams High School on Friday,
Oct. 5, to celebrate the launch
of the Governor’s Health Sciences Academy.
The academy, which the state
Board of Education approved
earlier this summer, enables students to earn up to 18 college
credits from the George Washington School of Medicine and
Health Sciences before they Gov. Ralph Northam (left) and ACPS Health
graduate. The program can re- Sciences Academy teacher Laura Evans.
duce the time and money
needed to graduate from college.
The first cohort of 100 students can
choose from seven career pathways:
biomedical informatics, emergency
medical services, medical laboratory
sciences, nursing, pharmacy, sports
medicine and surgical technology.
Following graduation, students can
move into entry-level health careers;
matriculate into a community college
and attain an associate’s degree;
transfer to the GW School of Medicine and Health Sciences through a
guaranteed admissions agreement
with college credits toward earning
a bachelor’s degree; or enter a bachelor-completion program at GW in
partnership with select community Gov. Ralph Northam (center), ACPS
Superintendent Gregory Hutchings (left)
colleges in Virginia and Maryland.
According to the Virginia Labor and T.C. Williams High School Principal
Market Information projections, Peter Balas (right).
health care practitioners and technical occupations will increase by more than helped establish the partnership and de18 percent by 2024. Regional workforce data velop the curriculum. He addressed the stushows an expected 30 percent growth by dents about the relevancy of their chosen
2020. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics pathway before cutting a ribbon to celebrate
estimates an 18 percent growth in health the opening of the new program.
care careers nationwide through 2026.
For more, visit www.acps.k12.va.us/
Northam met teachers and officials who healthsciences.
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Whatever You Want — And It Tastes Good Too
TC initiates new
healthy Café+Teria
lunch line.
Photos by Shirley Ruhe/Gazette Packet

By Shirley Ruhe
Gazette Packet

he bell rings for 12:30 p.m. lunch
at T.C. Williams High School and
within minutes the new Café+Teria
food line is packed with hungry students.
Anwar Benlkorthi picks up his molded fiber compostable tray and chooses a wrap.
“Some chicken please.” Next Anwar chooses
rice and layers black beans on the top plus
some cheese and finally lettuce. Anwar says
he eats in this line two times a week with
his other favorite the chicken
at Tita Grill, two lines
People burger
down.
at Work Robyn Douglas, school nutrition coordinator, says today
is the Caribbean-theme lunch. “We also have
Asian, Mexican, barbecue, Mediterranean
and Indian. Every week we have two
themes.” What these “build-your- own”
lunch entrees have in common is the use of
high quality proteins and fresh vegetables
and fruits. Many of the vegetables are the
same in the dishes but just seasoned differently so it lets the staff prepare at the beginning of the week.
Douglas says Café+Teria started the first
day of school this year. “The first week we
started with 100 students; now it has tripled
to 300 and is on track with the popular pizza
and grill lines.”
Lucy Ruetiman, field operations specialist for secondary schools, says, “I notice a
lot of teachers over there. I think they like
this option. And it is the only line that has a
vegan choice.”
Caitlin Davies, in her Class B Junior ROTC
uniform, explains that it is kind of like
Chipotle — a wrap and you fill it with rice,

T

Caitlin Davies loads up her wrap
with rice, beans and chicken in the
new healthy Café+Teria line at T.C.
Williams High School.
chicken, beans and lettuce. “I usually eat
here unless I bring my lunch. It is something different and it is good actually.”
Café+Teria is the result of a survey sent
out by ACPS Department of School and
Nutrition Services to students in grades 710 in January to get feedback on their experience with school dining. The survey was
followed by focus groups with students and
then taste tests. Douglas says, “in order to
qualify the food had to meet a 75 perfect
threshold of approval.”
Nicole Rosario-Flores loads up her bowl
with beef, lettuce and beans. “I always eat
here.”
Her friend, Devine Nzica, has chosen
sweet potatoes for her bowl. She says, “I
can add whatever I want; you aren’t limited by what they give you. And it’s really
good.”
Douglas says although fresh ingredients
could cost more, that they have been able

Nicole Rosario-Flores (right) and
Devine Nzica have loaded their
wraps with different proteins and
vegetables, but all fresh and
healthy.

Each week two choices of “buildyour-own” healthy options are
offered including Indian, Mediterranean, Mexican, Asian and Caribbean.
to keep costs down by negotiating for the
chicken, beef and cheese to be purchased
system-wide across all Alexandria public
schools. She adds that all the meats and the
paneer are purchased locally in either Alexandria or Sterling and have minimal ingredients, no additives.
Ruetiman adds they plan to have pop-up
Café+Teria at the secondary schools once
a month as well —“ like a little food truck.”
What has been the most popular so far?
“Hard to say, but we’ve had a lot of success
with curry,” Douglas says.
One student commented, “I didn’t even
know I was eating Indian.”
Ruetiman says, “A lot of people don’t read
signs. But it’s a good way to get them in the
habit of eating healthy food without even

New Senior Rabbi at Beth El Hebrew
David Spinrad was officially installed
as the sixth senior rabbi of Beth El Hebrew Congregation at the Oct. 5 Shabbat
service.
In the 159 years since Beth El Hebrew
Congregation was formed in 1859 —
making it the oldest Reform synagogue
in Northern Virginia — only five senior
rabbis have served the congregation.
Julienne Bramesco, president of the
congregation said, “We look forward to
cultivating this new relationship and
starting a new chapter in Beth El’s history.”
Preceded by a congregational dinner,
the Shabbat service and installation featured music led by Cantor Jason
Kaufman along with clergy friends and
mentors of Spinrad as well as Beth El
Rabbi Emeritus Brett R. Isserow. Rabbi

Peter Berg, senior rabbi of The Temple in
Atlanta, Ga., led the installation and Rabbi
Ken Kanter was the guest speaker. Berg,
named by Newsweek and the Daily Beast
in 2013 as one of the top 50 most influential rabbis in the United States, has a long
history of social justice. Kanter is the former
associate dean and director of the rabbinical school at the Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati. He currently directs the Society
for Classical Reform Judaism and is known
for his work on the Jewish contribution to
American popular music from the 1840s to
the 1940s.
Before coming to Beth El in July of this
year, Spinrad was an associate rabbi at The
Temple in Atlanta where he oversaw congregational social justice initiatives as the
director of the Rothschild Social Justice Institute. He said, “I am honored to assume
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the
responsibility to serve
as Beth
El’s senior
rabbi. I
look forward to a
bright future
in
partnership with
our lay
Spinrad
leaders,
clergy, professional staff, and Northern
Virginia’s interfaith, political and civic
communities.”
Spinrad, his wife Gal, and children
Dahlia and Judah live in the City of Alexandria.

This compostable tray has a been
loaded with beef, rice and sweet
potatoes — colorful as well as
nutritious — by a student who says
she loves being able to choose
what she wants instead of having
someone hand her a portion of
something — and it’s also delicious.
knowing it.”
But you can’t win them all over so easily. One student waits in line for a while
then declares, “I want a peanut butter and
jelly.”

SHRM Names
Banks as Counsel
James L. Banks Jr. has joined the executive team as general counsel of the Society
for Human Resource Management (SHRM)
— an organization whose mission is to
transform work.
In announcing his appointment, SHRM
President and Chief Executive Officer
Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., SHRM-SCP, said Banks
will manage the legal function of SHRM,
oversee the work of outside counsel, and
serve as key lawyer and legal advisor on
major business transactions.
Prior to joining SHRM, Banks served as
attorney for the City of Alexandria, where
he was general counsel for the city and advised and represented its mayor, city council, city manager and city departments on a
variety of legal matters. Before representing the City of Alexandria, he was a partner at Seyfarth Shaw LLP and
McGuireWoods LLP.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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‘A Blueprint of Success’
The story of
Olander Banks, Sr.
By Char McCargo Bah
lander Banks Sr., was an entrepreneur
who had a vision of what he wanted in
life for himself and his family.
At the age of 18, Olander’s parents,
siblings and grandparents lived at 934 North Columbus St. He started his own business at an early age
as a landscaper. In 1945, he worked at the National
Airport as a laborer; and, he and his wife lived on
322 Tancil Court. After 1945, Olander had two businesses: Zero Cab Taxi and a trucking business and
he moved his family to 908 North Columbus St.
In 1954, Olander was listed in the City Directory
as an owner of Banks Auto Parts; this business grew
into a family business empire. He expanded his business to an auto and truck recycling yard. As his business grew, he moved his business
Alexandria to Newington then
The Other from
to Woodbridge and his final locaAlexandria tion was Spotsylvania, Va. gaining
many customers along the way. His
business in Newington was on 30 acres of land and
in Woodbridge was on 100 acres of land. Customers
came from all over the country to purchase spare Olander Banks Sr. with his family: Margaparts from his auto part recycling yard. His sons ret and sons, Olander Jr. and Cardell.
worked with him, making the auto
and truck recycling a family business.
During the same time, Mr. Banks purchased 10 acres of land to build his
dream house at 7400 Old Telegraph
Road. His house was situated on a
picturesque landscape that looked
like a national park. There, his children and grandchildren enjoyed an
atmosphere of open space and fresh
air.
Mr. Banks and his wife helped
young people in their neighborhood
by making donations to their football
and little league teams. During the
summer months, at least 20 children
would stop by Mr. Banks’ business to
thank him for his contributions to
Olander Banks Sr., and son, Kenneth in his business
their team.
After the death of his wife, Marga- office in Woodbridge, Va.
ret Lomax-Banks, on March 14, 1996,
Mr. Banks made a decision in 2001 to sell his be- have embarked on their own business venture. His
loved home and 10 acres of land, for a fraction of granddaughter, Dena Banks and her husband, Garold
what it was worth, to the Fairfax County Park Au- are entrepreneurs. They own two Mosaic Barber and
thority. The agreement was that Mr. Banks would Beauty Salons in Prince William County, Va.
live on his property for the rest of his life. After his
On Jan. 11, 2011, Olander Banks Sr., died at the
death, the property went to the park authority. He age of 88 in Springfield, Va. Beyond his children,
also stipulated that the park would be named, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, his sister
“Olander Banks and Margaret Lomax Banks Com- Ernestine Banks-Lipscomb survived him. Mr. Banks
munity Park.”
was buried at Mount Comfort Cemetery.
Olander Banks, Sr., was born on June 30, 1922 to
To understand the many accomplishments of Mr.
Algie Herbert Banks and Annetta Richardson in Banks, one should visit Olander Banks Sr., and MargaDanville, Va. Prior to 1930, his parents, siblings and ret Lomax Banks Community Park at 7400 Old Telegrandparents migrated to Alexandria. Mr. Banks at- graph Road, then one would see what he accomplished
tended Parker-Gray School completing his education and the vision he had for his family. He was a visionin the seventh grade.
ary and planner. He knew how to get the job done. Mr.
After 1940, he married Margaret Lomax and they Banks left his blueprint of success to his descendants.
had nine children: Olander Jr., Cardell, Micheal,
Gregory “Rickey,” Deborah, Ronald, Bernadette,
Char McCargo Bah is a freelance writer, indepenCarolyn and Kenneth. Mr. Banks had one child prior dent historian, genealogist and a Living Legend of
to his marriage, named Evelyn.
Alexandria. Visit her blog at
Olander was a good role model for his children www.theotheralexandria.com for more about “The
and his grandchildren. Several of his descendants Other Alexandria.”

O
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AHS 25th Gala

Photo by John Bordner/Gazette Packet

Monte Durham, Alexandria resident and host of the TLC
Network’s Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta, welcomes attendees to the American Horticultural Society’s 25th anniversary gala Sept. 22 at AHS River Farm Headquarters.
Proceeds raised from the gala, which included a silent
auction, will provide funds for an array of education and
outreach programs. See www.ahsgardening.org.
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Opinion
Breach
Of Promise
To the Editor
More than two millennia ago,
the Greek historian Thucydides
wrote, “Right, as the world goes,
is only in question between equals
in power, while the strong do what
they will, the weak suffer what
they must.”
Closer to our own day, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote,
“The arc of the moral
universe is long, but
Letters it bends toward justice.”
What we are in the process of
witnessing is which of these statements is most applicable to the
controversy surrounding the installation of lights at T. C. Williams
High School.
A promise by the city and School
Board was made when the first
T.C. Williams High School was
erected in 1965, re-enforced and
documented in 2004 in the developmental special use permit when
the school expanded, and respected in 2014 when lights were
installed on the tennis courts. The
promise was that no permanent
stadium lighting would be installed on any athletic high school
field in consideration of the quality of life of the adjoining neighborhoods. With the approval of the
Planning Commission of the installation of the Parker-Gray Stadium
lights on Oct. 3, it appears that the
promise is to be unilaterally broken by our city government.
Breaking that promise will further
erode trust in the city government,
not only in the community most
affected, but among all thoughtful citizens of Alexandria. (“Me
today, you tomorrow!”)
I have been dismayed by the
scant attention given to the fact
that the largely African-American
community directly adjacent to the
stadium will disproportionately
bear substantial real costs for this
proposed breach of promise, in
terms of a very likely drop in property values, increased noise, trash,
traffic, and general erosion of the
quality of life in that neighborhood. And now we find that the
hours of operation for the lights
have been expanded from 8:30
p.m. on weekdays to 10 p.m., thus
exposing this community to even
greater noise and discomfort every night of the week! What else
will we learn at the last moment,
or even later after the “no lights”
promise has been broken?
This is not the first time that this
distinguished community, whose
roots in Alexandria go back for at
least 150 years, has had unilaterally to bear significant costs that

primarily benefit other city residents. Members of this community
were removed from the site of
what became Ft. Ward Park in the
early 1960s. The site to which
many of that community’s residents moved was subsequently
taken by the city for the construction of the first T. C. Williams High
School. A number of homes were
built by the city in the Woods Place
area adjacent to T. C. Williams, but
it was only half the number of
those demolished to make way for
that school. The displaced residents were given first chance to
purchase one of these new homes,
but not all could afford to buy
them, thus members of the community were dispersed. The construction of a new T. C. Williams
High School in 2007 made their
property in the new location even
closer to the school.
Having followed the discussions
concerning this issue, I regret to
say that I think Thucydides will be
proven right yet again. “The strong
do what they will, the weak suffer
what they must,” for few city residents seem to care much about the
gross injustice being enacted here,
and the Planning Commission has
approved the installation of the
lights. But can we not hope that a
nod be given to Dr. King and his
thoughts about the “arc of justice,”
and have the more imaginative
members of the City Council and
city government apply themselves
to thinking of ways to engage with
those residents directly affected by
this breach of promise and candidly discuss means by which
these disproportionate and unilateral costs can be mitigated? Let’s
prove Dr. King right after all.
Charles Ziegler
Alexandria

Justice,
Not Lights
To the Editor:
Recently there was a high School
in Fairfax County re-named Justice, but justice is what is being
overlooked here in Alexandria. I
am a TC graduate and have a child
who went to TC, and I live on King
Street.
First, I want to say that whether
money is spent on sports or academics, or inside or outside the
school, even though it is easy to
argue that 5 million would go a
long way to making sure there is
no mold or that boilers work all
this winter, for me, is not the crux
of the argument. Students who
play sports often excel in academics as well, because the motivation,
teamwork, friendships and discipline they get from sports helps
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Beware

Photo by Hal Hardaway

Halloween arrives early on the 100 block of Prince
Street.

them manage time, and get work
done. It has also been shown
physical activity stimulates the
brain making it easier to focus in
class. So let’s support athletics and
sports, and the eight-lane track
Gary Carr has been fighting for. All
of that will help kids compete on
the field and in life.
If this is about scheduling, we
are all overscheduled, especially
parents, and more time on the
field would ease this burden, but
convenience should not be the
deciding factor.
If this is about football, we
would be talking about lights for
10 games a year and nothing else.
But the fields would be lighted for
many events, and the stadium
could be used many nights a week.
I wonder where all those people
are doing to park, if not in the
neighborhoods, or at Bradlee
Shopping Center, and walking
across a busy intersection. There
is not enough parking on the cam-

pus for small events in the auditorium. It has been suggested that
another site, like behind George
Washington Middle School, where
a stadium used to be, be considered for a lighted stadium, but this
has been dismissed because it is
not at TC. The baseball facility,
Simpson Stadium, is in Del Ray,
not at TC, and certainly the swim
team can not compete at Chinquapin, which is not a regulation
depth pool. Why not consider
other sites?
But if only it were all so simple
as lights or no lights. If only history were that simple, and we
could just move forward and forget the past. But T.C. Williams (a
name that we should consider
changing) was put in an African
American community which was
forced to move, named for someone who supported segregation,
and their houses condemned.
They were paid only for the land
See Letters, Page 12
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Letters
From Page 10
and not the houses, and were not
given new houses, but were sold
new houses. Many of those families still live on Woods Place,
which will be the neighborhood
most affected by a lighted stadium.
It will probably reduce the value
of their houses. People will park
in their neighborhood by the back
gate. And they were promised
three times there would be no permanent lights.
So where is the justice in that?
Justice would be caring about the
history and making reparations to
those families who were forced to
move. Justice would be keeping
that promise. Justice would be listening to the neighbors. So I want
to go on record as saying I stand
with justice and the neighbors on
Woods Place. Fix Parker Gray Stadium, but delay the lights, until
better alternatives are considered.
Boyd Walker
Alexandria

Promises …
Promises …
To the Editor:
“Our Promise is to Students,” the
tagline of ACPS’ latest campaign
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for the renovation of T.C. Williams
Parker Gray Stadium and the installation of stadium lights. It is
also a message to the dozen or so
African American homeowners
whose property abuts the stadium.
According to the city attorney,
promises made to homeowners by
ACPS and the city are not binding; nor, would it seem is history.
The city essentially stole the property on which T.C. Williams stands
from the African American community in the 1960s, using eminent domain and paying pennies
on the dollar. This cleared the way
for the school and forced many
historically rooted Black families
out of the area.
The one small concession to
those who remained, a promise;
that because their property borders the stadium, lights would
never be installed. This was reinstated in an agreement that paved
the way for construction of the
new T.C. Williams.
What is lost in this debate is the
issue of fairness. Should one
neighborhood be consistently subjected to a lower expectation of
privacy than homeowners in every
other section of the city. It is not
primarily about lights; the issue is
the unmitigated usage lighting faSee Letters, Page 16
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Shaping the City: How Planning Commission Voted

Compiled by Dan Brendel/Gazette Packet

Here’s what the Planning Commission decided at its October meeting, held over two days, Tuesday, Oct. 2 and Thursday, Oct. 4. Commissioners
Maria Wasowski and Stephen Koenig were absent at Thursday’s continuation. For more information, visit www.alexandriava.gov/Planning.

Bulletin Board
SOBER-RIDE FOR HALLOWEEN
Free Sober Rides. Saturday, Oct. 27, 10 p.m.
through Sunday, Oct. 28, 4 a.m. Area residents,
21 and older, may download Lyft to their
phones, then enter a code in the app’s “Promo”
section to receive a no cost (up to $15) safe ride
home. WRAP’s Halloween SoberRide promo
code will be posted at 5 p.m. on Oct. 27 on
www.SoberRide.com. The SoberRide code is
valid for the first 1,500 Lyft users who enter the
code.

THROUGH DEC. 31
Backflow Preventer (BFP) Assistance
Program. The City of Alexandria has reinstated
its sewer Backflow Preventer (BFP) Assistance
Program for homeowners in designated areas
that historically experience basement back-ups
or flooding. The City Manager approved the
additional backflow preventer effort in the wake
of torrential rainfall July 17-22. The program
reimburses homeowners for up to 50 percent of
the cost of installing a BFP device by a licensed

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.
plumbing contractor, up to a maximum of
$2,000. The current program period is from July
1-Dec. 31. Alexandria homeowners should call
the Department of Transportation and
Environmental Services at 703-746-4014 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/tes.

FRIDAY/OCT. 5
Nomination Deadline. 5 p.m. The City of
Alexandria is seeking nominations for an AtLarge Business Representative vacancy on the
Ad Hoc Eisenhower West/Landmark Van Dorn
Advisory Group established by City Council in
2016 through Resolution 2717. The Advisory
Group provides guidance to staff on the
infrastructure and funding plans and related
follow up studies as outlined in the Eisenhower
West Small Area Plan and the Landmark Van
Dorn Corridor Plan. The online application form
and further detail can be found at
alexandriava.gov/90965. Questions may be
directed to ashley.labadie@alexandriava.gov or
703-746-3801.
2018 Vehicle Personal Property Taxes Due.
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Vehicles registered in the City of Alexandria for
all or part of the 2018 calendar year are subject
to the tax. Payment in full must be received or
postmarked by Oct. 5 to avoid penalties and
interest. Lines at City Hall may be longer just
prior to the due date. Taxpayers can pay by
phone or online at www.alexandriava.gov/
Payments. Vehicle owners who have not
received a personal property tax bill should
contact Personal Property Tax
atvehicletax@alexandriava.gov or 703-7463995, or the City’s Treasury Division at
payments@alexandriava.govor 703.746.3902,
Option 8.

need to rsvp. No charge to attend. There is a $5
flat fee for pastries and coffee. See
www.allisonsilberberg.com for more.

SUNDAY/OCT. 7
Domestic Violence Awareness. 2-4 p.m. at
Cameron Station Clubhouse, 200 Cameron
Station Blvd. The American Association of
University Women - Alexandria Branch will
observe Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Alexandria member, Kate Ranta, will discuss her
personal experience with domestic violence and
its aftermath for the victim and family members.
Open to the public. Visit alexandria-va.aauw.net.

SATURDAY/OCT. 6
Big Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Washington Farm
United Methodist Church, 3921 Old Mill Road.
Free admission. Call 703-780-4696 or visit
www.WashingtonFarmUMC.org for more.
“Mayor on Your Corner.” 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. at
Clyde’s at Mark Center, 1700 N. Beauregard St.
Join Mayor Allison Silberberg for her next
monthly coffee, “Mayor on Your Corner.” No

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 10
Eisenhower West/Landmark Van Dorn
Implementation Advisory Group
Meeting. 7 p.m. in the Cameron Station Great
Room, 200 Cameron Station Blvd. The
Eisenhower West/Landmark Van Dorn

See Bulletin, Page 26
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Letters
From Page 12
cilitates. Along with usage comes noise, traffic, nuisances and misconduct. Currently,
stadium activity is limited to daytime use.
ACPS and the city have no intention of curtailing that usage, rather, it will extend activity well into the night, every night,
throughout the year.
Unlike during 1960s, racism is not a factor this time. Support for “Let there be
Lights” crosses every demographic — racial,
social, political, economic. However, that
should not absolve ACPS or the city from
past transgressions or excuse behavior
which continues to disproportionately im-

pact the same African American community.
This is not an abundantly affluent community, much of their wealth is vested in home
equity; and persistent stadium activity will
decrease home values.
What consideration do the residents receive for their obligatory sacrifice? The
Planning Commission in a 5 to 2 decision
supporting lights and constant late-night
use of the stadium asked ACPS: to “promise” to be a better neighbor; to “promise”
to do more to mitigate nuisance impacts;
to “promise” access to an ACPS grievance
point of contact — promises, really?
See Letters, Page 24

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
FOR REPORT YEAR 2018

In conformance with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Unclaimed Property Act, the
City of Alexandria is publishing a listing of unclaimed property held at June 30, 2017.
Property Code
683232
696191
678975
686910
698444
682540
678075
676883
696690
696691
700517
687544
699758
685570
674629
697300
684709
683986
692693
700451
698837
698838
698839
683903
673987
680488
676350
680993
684573
675720
680995
690932
688934
679272
685934
685935
685033
677232
679142
681156
695856
674536
678422
675762
675415
689054
676052

Last Name
First Name
AHMED
SULTAN
ALEXANDER SEAN
ALI
AHMED
ALLEN
JESSICA
ARATA
ISABEL
ARCHEY
WILLIAM
ASIS INTERNATIONAL, INC
ATLANTIC CLOSING
& ESCROW LLC
BARNES
SEAN
BARNES
SEAN
BAZAN
BONILLA
JOSE
ERLINDO
BEATY
TIMOTHY
BELTWAY SIGN
BEZUNEH
BEHAILU
BONITT
MURRAY
BOWERS
SABRINA
BRODERICK KEVIN
CHIODO
MEGHANN
CHRISTIAN & BARTON LLP
COCA COLA
SHARON EASTERLING/ FLEET DEPT
COCA COLA ENTERPRISES
COCA COLA ENTERPRISES
COCACOLA
COSLER
JAMES
DAVIS
ZACHARY MICHAEL
DL PETERSON
DONLEY
COLLEEN GRACE
DOUGLAS R STEVENS
EGUWALETSIYON DAWIT
EMERSON WETZEL REV TRUST
LUKE LENZI TRUSTEE
ES MULTI PROPERTY OWNER LP
ESTATE OF BRENDA SAULS
ESTATE OF KHIROU HISAM
FASTENAL COMPANY
FASTENAL COMPANY
FASTENAL COMPANY
FOUNATAINS CONDOMINIUM
FOUNTAINS CONDOMINIUM
FOUNTAINS CONDOMINIUM
FOUNTAINS CONDOMINIUM
GALLET
NATHALIE
GASKIN
FRANCENE
GIMBA
HELEN
HAILU
RUTH
HILL
PIERRE-MACLEVEL
KEENAN
MARY
KHALID
YOUSIF

Property Code
700432
687111
697079
697080
697081
678192
690970
699309
694726
698943
695004
683155
688921
677778
683101
700577
680022
686621
680599
683167
674517
676425
675714
698512
699171
694205
685526
677514
698817
691984
689822
677277
674531
674650
682492
696780
692489
692490
688843
682619
677374
688294
693848
695609
690354
695810
695811

Last Name
First Name
KRAUS-CAMP ANGELA
KRAUSE
TROY
KUMELACHEW HABTEMARIAM
KUMELACHEW HABTEMARIAM
KUMELACHEW HABTEMARIAM
LUEL
YDNEKATCHEW
LY
KIEN
MARFORI
JOSEPH
MARIA M MEAD, D.O., PLLC
MCGEE
SHANTE
MCGILLIVRAY MARIA E
MEDSTAR FAMILY CHOICE
MENDOZA YANES FREDIS
MILLBROOK APARTMENTS
ASSOCIATES LLC
MOKOS
JOSEPH
MOORE
RYAN
NISSAN MOTOR ACCEPTANCE
CORPORATION
OLD DOMINION CLEANING CO. INC
ORARA
LERMA
PARKER
MICHELLE
PEARSON
DONALD
PGP TITLE OF FLORIDA
PITTMAN
DAMALI
POLLARD CONSTRUCTION
PRIME AUTO CARE, INC
RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN, LLC
RILEY
CHARLES
RUST BELL KATHLEEN
SCHILLER
BILIKYA
SIHRER
ANDREW
SOME
MWINNIKPEG
SUNOCO INC (R&M)
ELLIS PRESERVE
TEFERI
ESTEGENET
TEWS
ROBERT
THE ESTATE OF
CAROLYN TORRALBA
THE SHEPHERDSTOWN OBSERVER
TSEGASELASSIE FEKADE
TSEGASELASSIE FEKADE
VASQUEZ
CINDY
VERIZON
WHITFIELD DONNA
WILLIAMS
LILLIAN
WILLIAMS
GUY
WILLIAMS
MELISSA
ZIEROLD
FREDERICK
ZOTTI
ALLISON
ZOTTI
ALLISON

If you or your company is listed above, contact the Accounting Division of the City of Alexandria’s Finance
Department prior to October 18, 2018. For more information concerning this ad, please contact:
City of Alexandria, Finance/Accounting Division, P.O. Box 178, Alexandria, VA 22313
Telephone: 703-746-3905. The above shall be published in The Alexandria Gazette on October 4, 2018.
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Holiday-Ready Kitchen
By Marilyn Campbell
hough Halloween is still three
weeks away, the holidays are not
far behind the ghosts and goblins. Thanksgiving ushers in the
start of a season of festive entertaining for
family and friends. As the kitchen is often a
gathering place and command central for
celebratory gatherings, this is the time to
give your eating space a pre-holiday spruceup. Local design aficionados say there is still
time to make upgrades to make a kitchen
welcoming for guests and functional for the
chef.
A refrigerator that is functional, spacious
and stylish is at the top of the must-do list
of Reston-based interior designer Rachel
Grandin’s holiday kitchen spruce-up list.
“With all of the delicious food that we make
during the holidays, it’s critical that we have
a space to store it safely,” she said. “If your
refrigerator doesn’t seem reliable, this is the
perfect time to replace it. A stainless steel
French double-door refrigerator can hold a
large turkey and all of the sides, but more
importantly it’s eye-catching and chic and
will probably be one of the first things guests
notice when they enter your kitchen. It’s a
quick way to give your kitchen and updated
look.”
Lighting is a critical element in any

T

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

kitchen, advises Potomac-based Anne
Walker, “Changing a light fixture might be
the easiest and quickest way to make a big
design statement before the holidays,” she
said. “In a Potomac kitchen I designed, sea
glass beaded pendant lights, which reference not only the shimmering aqua glass
backsplash tiles, but also the custom Willem
Smith bar stools with aqua leather seats.”
NEW FLOORING can take the design of a
kitchen to the next level, says Alexandriabased interior designer Courtney Grace,
“Right now, I see hardwood and ceramic tile
flooring as being on trend,” she said. “I just
finished a kitchen for a client and we installed ceramic tile that was actually made
to look like wood. So she was able to get
the look she wanted, but with a material
that was more durable. New flooring can
really transform a space without the expense and the time of total kitchen remodel.
Choose something durable, for the holidays
and beyond.”
If you’re on a budget, consider a new
kitchen rug, advises Grace. “Rugs can add
color and warmth to a kitchen, and an indoor-outdoor rug can stand up to high-traffic and things like spills.”
Cabinets are usually the biggest part of
any kitchen design and renovation project,
advises Walker “If your cabinets are struc-

Minor changes deliver big impact
in time for holiday gatherings.
turally sound, you can save a lot of money,
but make a huge impact by having the cabinets professionally painted.”
Gray is still the most popular color for
kitchen cabinets, followed closely by white,
suggests Walker. “I recently renovated a
small, charming home for resale, and did
just this: had the kitchen cabinets painted a
soft shade of gray,” she said. “What a difference. You will want to have a professional
paint the cabinets for you. This is not the
time for DIY. With all of the heat, grease,
and daily use, paint can easily chip if not
applied professionally.”
Walker also recommends new cabinet
hardware. “Soft brass and bronze has made
a resurgence in popularity lately, so if the
other elements of your kitchen, [such as]
paint color and light fixtures would support it, warm brass hardware would add
an elegant, updated look to your kitchen,”
she said.
A new coat of paint is a simple change
that can make a big impact, advises Walker.
“Walls and trim get so much wear and tear
in a kitchen” she said. “It’s the room we use
most, and it takes a beating. Make sure to
use a medium sheen so it will be wipeable.
I most often use Farrow & Ball’s Modern
Emulsion in kitchens. Their colors are sublime and the paint holds up well in high
traffic areas.”

Photo courtesy of Anne Walker

New lighting is a quick and easy
way to update a kitchen, advises
interior designer Anne Walker.
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Forum on School Issues
From Page 1
storative circles” bring together “those affected by the behavior to share their perspectives on how they were impacted and
thoughts on how the situation can be ‘made
right’ ….”
Meagan Alderton (District C) supports the
use of restorative practices, but cautions
that they’re no substitute for “high quality
instruction,” which is “the best behavior
management tool.”
The schools need “fidelity in the practices
that have already been established,” said
Dianara Saget (District C). She says she took
her own children out of school because they
were suspended at the elementary level.
Asked if they’d commit to allocating
$300,000 “to have an adequate number of
restorative practice coordinators and
trainings to expand the program,” all but
two candidates said yes. Incumbent Cindy
Anderson and Abigail Wacek (both District
B) said no.
Anderson later clarified that she generally supports restorative practices, but “did
not feel it was appropriate to commit to a
specific funding amount.”
Wacek said she thinks restorative practices “sound very promising” but, before
committing more money, wants to see more
evidence of results.
The candidates were asked for their
“thoughts on the role of school resource

officers” — police officers assigned to
Alexandria’s three middle and high schools.
The officers are currently “called on to
handle minor discipline infractions,” the
moderators said.
Candidates widely approved using resources officers, but not for minor infractions.
“Their role should be limited to … building relationships with students … so that
they can thwart the next school shooting
or the next incident of a major nature,” said
Chris Suarez (District A). But “we should
leave it to the teachers, who are best
equipped … to handle the minor incidents.”
Incumbent School Board chair Ramee
Gentry expressed doubt that the officers are
misused. “A significant drop in nonviolent
suspensions shows that, actually, [they’re]
not getting prematurely called upon for
minor infractions,” she said.
A few candidates expressed more wariness about the resource officer concept.
“High school may feel like prison when
you’re in the middle of math class, but it
shouldn’t feel like an actual prison,” said
Abigail Wacek (District B). “If we expect violence, we get violence.”
“I don’t feel guns should be in a school,
period,” said Saget, referring to the fact that
resource officers are armed.
Moderators asked whether “the InternaSee What Communities, Page 19
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‘What Communities of Color Care About’
From Page 18
tional Academy at T.C. Williams
enables a culture of segregation”
as “some would argue.” This academy, now also including Francis
Hammond Middle School students, provides specialized English
language instruction to immigrant
youths.
Tenants and Workers’ youth with
personal experience in the academy have indicated that “do not
feel part of the entire T.C. Williams
High School,” said Moran in a later
statement.
The candidates mostly ex-

pressed a rosier view, lauding the
academy as providing the right
kind of targeted education.
“This is something for new students, to help them acculturate,
linguistically and culturally,” said
incumbent Margaret Lorber (District B).
However, some said they perceive segregation elsewhere in the
division.
“By and large [International
Academy students] seem satisfied,” said Marc Solomon (District
A). “But, let’s be real, our segregation starts in this system before

pre-K.”
“I see [a culture of segregation]
starting in the elementary school,
with our Talented and Gifted Program,” said Michelle Rief (District
A).
This program provides “differentiated services beyond the regular
curriculum” to students “whose
accomplishments and/or demonstrated abilities indicate the need,”

according to the school system.
White students are overrepresented in the program by 35 percentage points, while black and
Hispanic
students
are
underrepresented by 13 points
and 25 points, according to a 2017
study.
“Sometimes we have two different sets of expectations for different groups of kids. I think it’s

wrong and I think it needs to stop,”
said Rief.
“We are looking forward to
whomever is elected … and hope
to work together with them on
school safety, school discipline and
closing our achievement gap,” said
Moran.
Watch
the
forum
at
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
TenantsandWorkersUnited.

Godspeed at Waterfront
From Page 18
Jamestown Settlement’s Godspeed will highlight Jamestown’s
17th-century history as well as
400-year milestones being observed during Virginia’s 2019
Commemoration, American Evolution. The festival includes a preview of upcoming Portside in Old
Town programming including
Portside History from the Office of
Historic Alexandria and Portside
Arts from the Torpedo Factory Art
Center and the Mobile Art Lab.
The Torpedo Factory Art Center
will host The Late Shift Oct. 12
with gallery talks, artist receptions, live music performances and
hands-on artmaking. The annual
Arts Safari family arts festival will
take place Oct. 13.
The Waterfront Beer Garden
from Port City Brewing Company
will continue for two additional
Saturdays: Oct. 20 during Alexandria Seaport Day and Oct. 27. The
Alexandria Film Festival will
present Portside Cinema, an outdoor screening of film shorts on
Nov. 8, and the Office of Historic
Alexandria will host Portside History every Saturday from Oct. 13
to Nov. 17. Events will continue
throughout the holidays and into
2019, with the signature event

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

being the arrival of the tall ship
Providence next June. Featured in
the film “Pirates of the Caribbean,”
the Providence is a full-scale replica of one of the U.S. Continental
Navy’s first warships, which was
captained by John Paul Jones, the
father of the U.S. Navy, under the
leadership of General George
Washington. It will be a permanent exhibit at the Alexandria
waterfront.
Portside in Old Town programming is part of the King Street
Corridor Initiative, a public-private partnership focusing on the
beautification, programming and
marketing of Alexandria’s historic
district. Spearheaded by the City
of Alexandria and Visit Alexandria,
founding private sector lead partners include Alexandria Restaurant Partners, Alexandria Hotel
Association, Carr Hospitality and
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty. The King Street Corridor Initiative is also supported by a
$25,000 grant from the Virginia
Tourism Corporation Marketing
Leverage Program for the launch
of Alexandria’s expanded waterfront and downtown experience.
For additional festival information, visit www.PortsideIn
OldTown.com.
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Entertainment
MetroStage Presents ‘Rooms a Rock Romance’
A rock and roll love
story and the quest
for stardom
in the 1970s.
By Steve Hibbard
he musical “Rooms a Rock Romance” will celebrate its 10th
anniversary with a new production at MetroStage in Alexandria
from Oct. 11 to Nov. 11.
The setting takes place in Glasgow in the
1970s. Monica, an ambitious singer
songwriter meets Ian, a reclusive rocker.
They become entangled creatively and romantically with their music and their quest
for stardom taking them from Glasgow to
London and ultimately New York City, discovering a vibrant new punk music scene
along the way. It is a gritty rock musical
exploring the universal desire to escape and
create, to love and explore.
According to Producing Artistic Director
Carolyn Griffin: “Ten years ago MetroStage
premiered the musical ‘Rooms a Rock Romance’ by Paul Scott Goodman and Miriam
Gordon. It was a delightful gem of a musical with two characters who were aspiring
rock singers and followed their journey from
Glasgow to London and ultimately to New
York City. Of course, they encountered some
challenges along the way.”
She continued: “Goodman’s score was
universally acclaimed and has been a cult
classic ever since. From MetroStage, it
moved to GeVa Theatre in Rochester, N.Y.,
and then to New World Stages in N.Y.C.
Natascia Diaz, the original Monica, won the
Helen Hayes Award as Outstanding Lead
Actress. It has since played all over the country in addition to London. And now it returns to MetroStage for a 10th anniversary
showing.”
“Goodman has written a remarkable score

Photos by Carolyn Griffin
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Candice Shedd-Thompson and Matthew Schleigh star in MetroStage’s
production of “ROOMS a rock romance,” from Oct. 11 to Nov. 11.

ranging from beautiful ballads and duets,
and rock and roll with a little punk thrown
in,” she said. “A few comic moments and
some serious issues are confronted, primarily through music. And with some of
MetroStage’s favorite musicians, it is going
to be a great evening of music and
storytelling through music.”
Candice Shedd-Thompson is playing the
role of Monica, who is headstrong, determined, confident, feisty, and gutsy. “While
her dreams may morph and grow, sometimes rather quickly, she is always certain
in what she wants and determined to do
whatever it takes to make her dreams a reality,” she said.
“As a young actress still trying to ‘make
it’ in the competitive world of musical theatre, I see a lot of myself in Monica. Her
drive and determination is something we
all have starting out, a drive that is neces-

sary in order to get seen at auditions and
hopefully get our foot in the door. I just wish
I went for things as fearlessly as she does,”
she said.
One of her biggest challenges in playing
Monica, besides learning how to do a believable Scottish accent, is learning how to
replicate her confidence, she said. “To embody the posture and mannerisms of someone who is certain that they can achieve
anything, without coming off as cocky, is a
tricky line to toe. As well as making sure
that her larger-than-life personality still
reads as genuine and likable, instead of just
as a caricature of a person. She may cover
many of her emotions to appear strong, but
she is more complex than she seems, and
there is more to Monica than what meets
the eye,” she said.
Matthew Schleigh is playing the role of
Ian Wallace, a complex individual dedicated

to his music and protective of its creation.
“At the top of the show he’s retreated to the
solace of his room, which has become both
a haven and a prison. He’s searching for an
unwritten masterpiece that will enshrine
him within the grander rock mythos, but
only on his terms. Only within his room does
he feel he can achieve this elusive pursuit,”
he said.
He said his challenge in approaching Ian
involves his introversion. “I’m naturally a
very extroverted person, and Ian’s energy
is the polar opposite of mine. I struggle to
understand why he wants to return to his
room to his music, when through the course
of the show his music with his partner,
Monica, is being performed and heard
throughout the rock scene of the 1970s. And
so much happens in such a comparatively
small amount of time,” he said.
He continued: “Ian and Monica’s journey
is told in a beautifully rich and efficient way,
so we have to work harder to show their
arcs as their relationship shifts — sometimes
multiple times within one number — from
reluctant writing partners to punk stardom
to young lovers. It’s why I love playing Ian,
and why I love theatre in general — finding the ‘why’ of a character and what that
can teach us about ourselves.”
“Rooms a Rock Romance” was written by
Paul Scott Goodman and Miriam Gordon,
with music and lyrics by Paul Scott
Goodman, and directed by MetroStage Artistic Associate Thomas W. Jones II. Matthew Stephens is music director and piano
accompanist.
❖ ❖ ❖
MetroStage will perform “Rooms a Rock
Romance” Oct. 11 to Nov. 11. Show times
are Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $55 with student and active military and group discounts.
There are $50 tickets available with Flex
Passes of four or more tickets. Call the theatre at 703-548-9044 or go online to
www.metrostage.org.

Calendar
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Photography Exhibition: Michael
Borek. Through Oct. 14, gallery
hours at Multiple Exposures Gallery,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
“Aimless Walk Reprise” presents 22
photographs taken by Michael Borek
in his native Czech Republic. Over
the last 10 years, Borek continued to
return to photograph an old bluecollar neighborhood in Prague, where
he grew up. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com.
Exhibition: ‘Juxtaposed.’ Through
Oct. 21, at Target Gallery at The
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. New exhibition explores
the Art of Contradiction and
investigates opposing or conflicting
themes through art. The exhibition
features 25 artworks by 12 artists

from all over the country. Juxtaposed
was juried by Megan Rook-Koepsel, a
D.C.-based independent curator.
Art Exhibit: Makers in the
Mansion. Through Oct. 22 at
Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House
Historic Site, 9000 Richmond
Highway. Six installations of work by
local African American makers hosted
in an 1805 mansion owned by Nelly
Parke Custis and Lawrence Lewis,
once a prominent plantation home.
Stories of a transformed African
American community through the
artisan eye. RSVP to
Woodlawnevents@savingplaces.org.
WFUMC Farmers Market. Tuesdays
through Oct. 23, 4-7 p.m. at
Washington Farm United Methodist
Church, 3921 Old Mill Road. Orchard
Country Produce, from Gardners, Pa.,
will operate a Farmer’s Market from
the west parking lot of WFUMC. They
also operate from the St. Luke’s
parking lot on Fort Hunt Road on
Saturday mornings. They have a very
wide offering ranging from fresh
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vegetables to meat and desserts.
Admission is free. Visit
www.washingtonfarmumc.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 11
Fashion Show and Luncheon. 10
a.m. at the Mount Vernon Country
Club, 5111 Old Mill Road. The Yacht
Haven Garden Club presents its 35th
annual Fashion Show and Luncheon
“Autumn Glory.” Fashions for women
of all sizes will be provided by Details
of Occoquan. Yacht Haven Garden
Club works to further education in
horticulture, floral design and
conservation among its members and
the surrounding community. Tickets
are $40. Email Ichter@verizon.net.
Spitfire Book Club. 3:30 p.m. at
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. A book club for school
aged girls. Visit alexlibraryva.org.
Opening Reception. 6:30-8 p.m. at
The Art League Gallery, 105 North
Union St., Studio 21, in the Torpedo

Factory, Alexandria. For Julia
Dzikiewicz’s exhibit on “Pink Hat
Protest Paintings.” Through encaustic
wax paintings, Dzikiewicz expresses
her perception of rising racism,
misogyny, and violence in the United
States. Visit www.theartleague.org or
703-683-1780.

OCT. 11-NOV. 11
Rooms: a Rock Romance. Thursdays
and Fridays at 8, Saturdays at 3 and
8, Sundays at 3 and 7 p.m. at
MetroStage in Alexandria. The play is
set in Glasgow in the1970s. Monica,
an ambitious singer-songwriter meets
Ian, a reclusive rocker. They quickly
become entangled creatively and
romantically with their music and
their quest for stardom taking them
from Glasgow to London and
ultimately New York City. A gritty
rock musical exploring the universal
desire to escape and create, to love
and explore. Tickets are $55. Call the
theatre at 703-548-9044 or visit

www.metrostage.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 12
Fall Firepit Friday. 6-8 p.m. at
Fairlington United Methodist Church,
3900 King St., Alexandria. There will
be two firepits on the playground
with baby pumpkins to decorate, a
gourmet s’mores bar, and hot dogs to
roast along with chips and drinks to
enjoy. Free. Email
office@fairlingtonumc.org or visit
www.fairlingtonumc.org.
Alexandria After Work Concert
Series. 6-8 p.m. at the Murray-DickFawcett House, 517 Prince St. The
Folklore Society of Greater
Washington and The Office of
Historic Alexandria sponsor a concert
on the second Friday of the month
with locations rotating between the
Murray-Dick-Fawcett House, Lloyd
House, and The Lyceum, Alexandria’s
History Museum. Concert features
The Natterjacks – English, Celtic,
maritime, and middle eastern
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
On the Menu: A Trio of Restaurants Open
By Hope Nelson
lexandria’s restaurant scene is teeming with
grand openings and re-openings as summer
turns to fall. Factor those in with the upcoming launches of several more eateries and cafes,
foodies will have their choice of cuisines all across
the city.

A

Pendleton Carry Out Opens in Old Town
Have a hankering for something new? Pendleton
Carry Out Company, the newest addition to the neighborhood, opened its doors last week with two different cuisines on offer. The standing-roomAppetite only shop, which touts itself as an “incubator” for different food concepts and
dining enterprises, currently plays host to Sliced, a
pizza shop serving pies in full or by the slice, and
Laoban Dumplings, offering a host of Asian dumpling varieties. Too busy to swing by for a carryout
order? You can select Delivery when ordering online
to have the food brought straight to your door. 807
Pendleton St. Open daily noon-9 p.m. https://
www.pendletoncarryoutco.com
Glory Days Grill
Sets Up Shop on Duke Street
Just in time for football season, the venerable
sports bar and eatery Glory Days Grill opened its
doors last month in the Alexandria Commons Shopping Center on Duke Street. (Fun fact: Former Mayor

Bill Euille was the restaurant’s first customer during
Glory Days’ soft opening.) From wings to burgers to
pizzas and beer, Glory Days has all the fan favorites
for game day – and all the days you wish were game
day. 3141 Duke St. 11 a.m.-midnight Monday-Saturday; 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Sunday.
La Tasca Celebrates Grand Re-Opening
On the heels of a months-long renovation, the
popular tapas bar on King Street marked 10 years
since its violation of the “sangria ban” kicked off a
campaign, promoted by state Sen. Adam Ebbin, to
repeal the law forbidding mixing spirits with wine.
On Sept. 12, the restaurant hosted a ribbon-cutting
to kick off a new era in La Tasca’s history with several new menu items and a new look. 607 King St.
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday.

Gothic horror comes to
life – and death – on stage.
Rich with both humor and
horror, this play paints a
wickedly theatrical picture
of the world’s most
famous vampire.

SHOW DATES:
OCT. 13 - NOV. 3, 2018

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com

What’s Next?
Alexandria will have several more openings to look
forward to in the coming months. Urbano 116, a
Mexican restaurant slated for 116 King Street, is on
the docket for a late-2018 opening, and Misha’s Coffee is continuing to clear city hurdles to open a second location at 6 Prince Street, the former location
of Olde Towne Gemstones.
Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.
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traditions played on guitar, violin,
hammered dulcimer, concertina,
flute, and percussion. $15 suggested
donation for the musicians, light
refreshments available, and a cash
bar. Visit www.fsgw.org.
Rising Hope’s Jeans and Jewels
Jubilee. 6:30-10:30 p.m. at The
Waterford at Springfield, 6715
Commerce St., Springfield. The
Waterford at Springfield is
transformed into a comfortable
country evening with barbecue,
music, and line dancing. Live and
silent auctions. Tickets and
information at risinghopeumc.org/
shop/jeans-and-jewels.
Historic Halloween. 7-8:30 p.m. at
Historic Huntley, 6918 Harrison
Lane, Alexandria. Explore “The
Frightful Science of Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein.” Dean Howarth, the
“Natural Philosopher,” will reenact
Frankenstein’s animation of the dead.
Beverages and refreshments will be
served. Cost is $25 per person. Call
the park at 703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
historic-huntley.
The Late Shift: Folklore. 7-10 p.m.
at the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. The
Torpedo Factory Art Center stays
open late for an early-fall celebration
of stories, traditions, and fall.
Featuring live mural painting, artist
receptions, hands-on art making and
more. Visit torpedofactory.org.
Female Stranger Beer Dinner. 7-11
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St., Alexandria. Join
Port City Brewery and Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum to honor the
anniversary of the Female Stranger’s
death with her specialty beer. Enjoy a
four-course meal alongside four Port
City beers including the Long Black
Veil. This special craft beer was
inspired by the famous tale of the
Female Stranger, who died at the
tavern on Oct. 14, 1816. Tickets are
$85 inclusive per person and
reservations are required. A
vegetarian entrée option is available
with advance notice. Call 703-746www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

AWARE
Facilitator, Poet, and Author,
KaNikki Jakarta, in partnership with
the Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association, presents: “AWARE.” an event
that brings family and friends together in recognition of October
Awareness Month. There will be 11
poets/spoken word artists who will
bring awareness through poetry and
story-telling focusing on Breast Cancer, Depression, LGBT History,
Muslim Heritage, Bullying Prevention and Domestic Violence.
Saturday, Oct. 14, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at KaNikki Jakarta
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St., Alexandria. RSVP by email to greatpublishing@yahoo.com.

4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 12-14
Portside Festival. At Old Town
Waterfront at the foot of King St.,
Alexandria. Festival-goers will enjoy
free tours of the tall ship Godspeed, a
waterfront beer garden from Port
City Brewing Company, a pop-up
Pizzeria Paradiso, plus live music.
Also includes LED light performance
artists presented by The Athenaeum,
a pop-up exotic car exhibit to
preview next year’s Alexandria
Festival of Speed and Style, a free
kids’ pizza-making demo by Pizzeria
Paradiso, a free kids decorative craft
project from AR Workshop, a free
outdoor group fitness class from
Sand & Steel Fitness and more. The
tall ship Godspeed will be
accompanied by special exhibits
highlighting Jamestown’s history as
well as Virginia’s 1619 American
Evolution commemoration. The
festival includes a preview of ongoing
Portside in Old Town programming
including Portside History from the
Office of Historic Alexandria,
Portside Arts from the Torpedo

Factory Art Center and the Mobile
Art Lab, Portside Fitness from local
fitness studios, and Portside Kids
activities for families. Visit
www.PortsideInOldTown.com.

FRIDAY-TUESDAY/OCT. 12-16
Arrival of the Godspeed and
Portside History. At the City of
Alexandria Marina near the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, Alexandria.
Jamestown Settlement’s Godspeed, a
re-creation of one of the three ships
that brought America’s first
permanent English colonists to
Virginia in 1607 will be docked from
Oct. 12-16. The ship will be open for
public tours as part of the Portside in
Old Town Festival on Friday, 3-6
p.m.; Saturday, 1-6 p.m.; and
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. Guests will be
able to board the ship for free. Visit
alexandriava.gov/Historic.

SATURDAY/OCT. 13
Extend the Season in an Edible
Garden. 10-11:30 a.m. at Green
Springs Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Smithsonian
Garden horticulturalist Matt Burch is
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offering a hands-on workshop to show
gardeners how to stretch their edible
garden’s growing season. Burch will
recommend cool-season edibles that
grow well in this area and
demonstrate how to provide them
with winter protection. Participants
will work directly in the gardens with
Burch, planting and constructing
various supports and covers that can
be duplicated at home. $22 per
person. Call 703-642-5173 or
visitwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
green-spring.
Free Health Fair. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Leonard “Chick” Armstrong Rec
Center, 25 West Reed Ave., corner of
Commonwealth Avenue. The fair is
sponsored by Neighborhood Health, a
community health center serving the
health care needs of more than
20,000 low-income, uninsured
individuals in the City of Alexandria,
Arlington County and Fairfax County.
The fair will be staffed by more than
50 medical and non-medical
volunteers. Contact Eduardo
Mantilla-Torres at
emantilla@neighborhoodhealthva.org.
Volunteers are needed to help set up
the fair on Friday evening, and to run
the fair on Saturday. Contact
Volunteer Alexandria at bit.ly/
NHhealthfair2018.
Water Discovery Day. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
at AlexRenew’s Environmental
Center, 1800 Limerick St.,
Alexandria. The free, indoor/outdoor
event will include food, music, and
family-friendly activities to help
attendees deepen their
understanding of their role in
Alexandria’s water system. Some of
the events will include: Build a Rain
Barrel Workshop – 10 a.m.; Walking
Tour of AlexRenew – 10:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.; and Water Discovery Lab
– 11 a.m. Visit
waterdiscoveryday2018.eventbrite.com.
Build a Rain Barrel Workshop. 10
a.m.-noon at Alexandria Renew
Environmental Center, 1800 Limerick
St., Alexandria. Interested in living
green and protecting the Chesapeake
Bay? Rain barrels collect rain water
and reduce erosion from downspouts
and help save money on water bills.
Attach a hose to a rain barrel and use
it to water plants and flower beds.
The City of Alexandria’s Department
of Transportation and Environmental
Services (T&ES), Stormwater
Management Division invites
residents to learn about water quality
issues and build a rain barrel to take
home after the workshop. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/tes/oeq/info/
default.aspx?id=24014.
LOOK. LISTEN. LEARN. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at all Fairfax County Fire
Stations. In celebration of Fire
Prevention Week, all Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Stations will be
hosting an Open House. Stop by a
local station that day to meet
firefighters, see the fire trucks, join in
the activities and learn about fire
safety. Find a local Fairfax County
Fire & Rescue Department Fire
Station at bit.ly/2ReXaHk.
Black Author’s Expo. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Alexandria Boys & Girls Club, 401
North Payne St., Alexandria.
Showcasing more than 24 adult and
children’s authors and vendors.
Music, food, giveaways, interviews,
and panel discussion. Free. Visit
www.blackrootsofalexandria.org.
Genealogy Author. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at
The Dunbar Alexandria Boys & Girls
Club, 401 North Payne St.,
Alexandria. At the Black Author’s
Expo, featuring Dr. Juanita Patience
Moss, family Griot, educator and
author. Moss developed an interest in
genealogy after retiring as a New
Jersey high school biology teacher.
She began research of Black Civil
War soldiers whose service in white
regiments previously had not been
documented and wrote four books on
the subject. She will be promoting
her ninth book, Deeply Rooted in

North Carolina. Visit
www.bgcgw.org/clubs/dunbaralexandria-olympic-branch/.
Teen Fall Poetry Project. 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. Young poets are invited
to fall into the art and craft of poetry
in a fun, creative and supportive
environment. Wendi Kaplan, Poet
Laureate, City of Alexandria will
facilitate the workshops; all teens are
welcome. Workshop attendees will be
entered in a random drawing for
small prizes. Must be present to win.
Call 703-746-5565 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts.
Civil War Firefighting Walking
Tour. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Friendship
Firehouse Museum, 107 South Alfred
St., Alexandria. Explore Alexandria’s
Civil War firefighting history on the
“We’ve Been Burned: Alexandria
Firefighters During the Civil War”
tour. When Virginia joined the
Confederacy, Union troops occupied
Alexandria and most municipal
functions were assumed by the U.S.
Army. The walking tour explores
firefighting during the occupation. $6
for adults; $4 ages 10-17.
Reservations are required, as space is
limited. Purchase tickets at the online
shop at www.shop.alexandriava.gov
or by calling 703-746-4994 or 707746-3891.
Art Safari. 12-4 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. Hundreds of children and
their families are expected to visit the
Art Safari, an Alexandria family
tradition for 23 years. Visitors can get
their hand dirty with a bevy of
interactive activities and crafts.
Resident and visiting artists lead
young visitors in more than a dozen
creative projects across a variety of
media, including papier-mâché,
printmaking, and painting. Children
should wear clothing that can get
dirty. Visit torpedofactory.org/
artsafari, email
torpedofactory@alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4570.
Fish Fry Fundraiser. 1-5 p.m. at Gum
Springs Community Center, 8100
Fordson Road, Alexandria. Join the
Fairfax NAACP as it hosts its 2nd
Annual Fish Fry Fundraiser. Enjoy
fish sandwiches, platters, hot dogs,
delicious desserts and more. This is a
fundraiser to raise monies for
advocacy efforts, voter education and
scholarships. Get tickets at
www.eventbrite.com, search “Fish
Fry Fundraiser.”
Family Fun: Chips and Salsa. 1:302:30 p.m. at Green Springs Gardens,
4603 Green Spring Road, Alexandria.
Participants will gather tomatoes,
tomatillos, peppers, onions, and
cilantro from the Salsa Garden at
Green Spring and then use the fresh
ingredients to make salsa. While
enjoying the salsa with crispy corn
chips, gardeners will learn about the
history of corn in Virginia and
around the world. $8 per person. Call
703-642-5173 or
visitwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
green-spring.
Wild Bat Night. 7-8:30 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria. See live
bats and learn about their
extraordinary abilities and lives.
Discover why they can be good to
have around. Begin with a wild bat
walk outside followed by an indoor
presentation with rehabilitated bats.
The cost is $12 per person, and the
program is designed for participants
age 5-adult. Children must be
accompanied by a registered adult.
Call 703-768-2525 or
visitwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
huntley-meadows.

SUNDAY/OCT. 14
Walk to Bust Cancer. 9-11 a.m. at
Fort Hunt Park, 8999 Fort Hunt Ave.,
Alexandria. Help support the
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Alexandria artist Michael Heilman weaves distinctive
designs - either abstract, whimsical, or tapestries –
from New Zealand wool.

Bethesda Row Arts Festival
The Bethesda Row Arts Festival is recognized as one of the top fine arts
festivals in the United States. Over 190 selected artists will showcase their
museum quality works of all different types, including: ceramics, drawings,
fabrics, glass, graphics, jewelry, metalwork, paintings, pastels, photography,
printmaking, sculpture, wood, and 2D and 3D mixed media. Saturday, Oct.
13, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 14, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Bethesda Row on
Woodmont and Bethesda Avenues, Elm Street and Bethesda Lane. Free admission. Visit www.bethesdarowarts.org for more.
National Breast Center Foundation’s
third annual Walk to Bust Cancer to
increase awareness and celebrate
survivorship. Entertainment and
activities before and after walk. $35.
Visit www.walktobustcancer.org.
Apothecary Museum Geek Tours:
Behind the Scenes. 11 a.m.-noon
at Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105 S. Fairfax St.,
Alexandria. Cost $15. If the regular
30-minute tour of the StablerLeadbeater Apothecary Museum just
isn’t enough, this is the tour for you.
Spend more time touring the
museum with an expert guide,
including the rarely open basement
and 3rd floor of the historic
pharmacy. Tour is recommended for
adults only. Advance purchase is
recommended due to limited space.
Call 703-746-3852 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov
AWARE. 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Facilitator, Poet, and
Author, KaNikki Jakarta, in
partnership with the Northern
Virginia Fine Arts Association,
presents: “AWARE.” an event that
brings family and friends together in
recognition of October Awareness
Month. There will be 11 poets/
spoken word artists who will bring
awareness through poetry and storytelling focusing on Breast Cancer,
Depression, LGBT History, Muslim
Heritage, Bullying Prevention and
Domestic Violence. RSVP by email to
greatpublishing@yahoo.com.
Philharmonic Orchestra Concert.
3-5 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive, Alexandria. Cost $25. The
Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic presents the first
concert of their season which
spotlights the musical works of
women composers. The concert
features two pieces by Lili Boulanger,
plus music by Cindy McTee, and
harpist Heidi Sturniolo playing
Germaine Tailleferre. Email Esther
Covington at wmpa.exec@gmail.com
or visit www.wmpamusic.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 15
Poetry Workshop. 6:30-8 p.m. at

Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron
St., Alexandria. “Building Cultural
Bridges” with Wendi R Kaplan, Poet
Laureate. At these workshops, poetry
can be read and written. The Poet
Laureate and literary programs are
part of the Office of the Arts, a
division of the Alexandria
Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities. The workshops
are free; to register, RSVP at
poet@alexandriava.gov or contact
Cheryl Anne Colton at 703-746-5565
or
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov,
or visit www.alexandriava.gov/Arts.

TUESDAY/OCT 16
DNA Test Comparison. 1-3 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Genealogist Shannon Combs-Bennett
will speak about the various DNA
tests on the market, who sells them,
and how you can use the results in
your genealogy research. Free, open
to public. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org
Juried Art Reception. 5:30-6:30 p.m.
at The National Art Education
Association (NAEA) Studio and
Gallery, 901 Prince St., Old Town
Alexandria. The exhibit showcases
artwork created by NAEA’s
professional community of visual arts
educators, highlighting the artistic
skill and vision of members
worldwide. Many of NAEA’s members
are exhibiting artists as well as art
educators. Nationwide, there were
386 submissions; and 62 works were
selected by jurors for the physical
exhibit from 29 states.
Mt. Vernon Lions. 6:30 p.m. at
Pema’s Restaurant, 8430 Richmond
Hwy., Alexandria. The Mt. Vernon
Evening Lions dinner meeting will be
at Pema’s Restaurant; Social 6:30
p.m.; dinner 7:00 p.m. Lion Woody
Woodward will be speaking on a
local Lions project, VLEI, which
partners with INOVA Fairfax Hospital
Eye Clinic. All are welcomed to learn
about the Lions. Call 703-960-4973.
Putting the Garden to Bed. 7-8:30
p.m. at Kate Waller Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St., Alexandria.
Fall is an ideal time to plant trees,

shrubs, perennials, and even
vegetables. Learn easy tips from
Extension Master Gardeners for
onsite composting, providing winter
habitat and food for wildlife, and
end-of-season care of tools and
equipment. Identify plants that can
add interest to a yard during the gray
doldrums of winter. Free. Advance
registration requested at mgnv.org.
Call 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.
Art for Relaxation. 7 p.m. at Charles
E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St., Alexandria. As part of our
Mental Health Awareness series, join
in an experiential art-making
workshop as we learn how creating
art can help us reduce stress. Visit
alexlibraryva.org.
Job Search. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Ellen
Coolidge Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road, Alexandria. Attend a
free workshop and learn how to
master the online job search,
effectively network, and ace the
interview. Contact Anton Murray at
amurray@alexlibraryva.org or visit
alexlibraryva.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 17
Civil War Stories. 9:30 a.m. at Hollin
Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Room #216,
Alexandria. The Alexandria-Mt.
Vernon Antique Club will have
speaker Don Hakenson talk about the
“Unknown Stories of the Civil War in
Fairfax County”. Hakenson is an
award winning author, lifelong
Fairfax County resident and gives
tours on the battles of the Civil War.
Bring historical items that related to
the Civil War era. Call 703-960-4973.
Spooky STEAM. 4:30 p.m. at Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen St., Alexandria. Ghost/bat
rockets, slime, and other S.T.E.A.M.
activities perfect for the month of
October. A new activity each week.
Ages 5 & Up. All materials supplied.
No registration required. Email Anton
Murray at
amurray@alexlibraryva.org.
“Evolution of America: 1619 to
Today.” 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the
Alexandria History Museum at The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
Alexandria. Free screening of the PBS
documentary “Evolution of America:
1619 to Today.” The program
explores the history and events of
1619 Virginia and how that decisive
year affected the growth and
development of America. Preregistration is recommended at
shop.alexandriava.gov.
Book Discussion Group. 7 p.m. at
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. Free. The Duncan Book
Discussion Group meets on the third
Wednesday of each month. Contact
Anton Murray at
amurray@alexlibraryva.org or visit
alexlibraryva.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 18
Spitfire Book Club. 3:30 p.m. at
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. A book club for school
aged girls. Visit alexlibraryva.org.
History Talk. 7-9 p.m. at South
County Government Center, 8350
Richmond Highway, Room 220,
Alexandria. Mount Vernon Regional
Historical Society presents “Fairfax
County and the Battle of the White
House on the Potomac in 1814.”
Speaker will be Patrick O’Neill, 35year veteran archaelogist and
historian. He is past president of the
Archaelogical Society of Virginia and
the historian for the Kittiewan
Plantation.

FRIDAY/OCT. 19
Accessing Newspapers &
Magazines. 1 p.m. at Talking
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment

SATURDAY/OCT. 20
Bazaar/Craft Fair. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.
Featuring over 30 crafters, silent
auction, bake sale, and door prizes.
Free admision, open to the public.
“Le Tour d’Alexandria” Bicycle
Tour. 10 a.m. at Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St., Alexandria.
Alexandria Library invites the
community to participate in Le Tour
d’Alexandria Library, the Library’s
6th annual bicycle tour of all library
locations.This year’s theme is: The
Three Quarters Tour. During the
tour, discover the rhythm and
musical flavor of the cultural
contributions of individuals in and
around the Alexandria community.
Participants can bring their bicycle
and join library staff for a leisurely 2hour loop of Alexandria starting and
ending at Beatley Library.
Registration is required. To register
online visit bit.ly/2IOxxJA.
Observe the Moon. 11 a.m. at Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen St., Alexandria. The Barrett
Branch Library will show a 30-minute
recorded lecture: “Observing the
Moon and Sun.” Afterwards, make a
Moon Phases Calendar and
Calculator. View an interactive map
and see what Moon observation
events are happening in the DMV.
Visit alexlibraryva.org.
Mucha Musica. 11 a.m. at Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St., Alexandria. Join award
winning musical group Cantare for a
musical journey through Latin
America. Free. Email Anton Murray
amurray@alexlibraryva.org or visit
alexlibraryva.org.
Puppet MakerFEST. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at
the Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St., Alexandria. Master
puppeteers will hold puppet-making
workshops and host puppet shows
throughout the day. Entrance ticket
allows includes one of the two main
puppet shows of “Matt’s BIG Crankie
Show” by Matt Muirhead, along with
experiencing the Puppet Petting Zoo
and other puppetry displays. Three
puppet making workshops will also
be offered for $5 each. Contact
Cheryl Anne Colton at 703-746-5565,
cherylane.colton@alexandriava.gov
or visit alexandriava.gov/Arts.
Archaeology Waterfront Walking
Tours. 11 a.m.-noon and 1-2 p.m. at
the foot of King Street at the site of
Interim King Street Park, and end at
Hotel Indigo. Celebrate Archaeology
Month with Alexandria Archaeology.
As part of the Portside History series
of activities at the Old Town
waterfront, join an expert-led tour to
learn more about new discoveries,
significant finds, and the hidden
history that has been revealed
through historical documentary data
and excavation. Each waterfront
block’s history will be told through
photos, maps, and artifacts. Tickets
are $20 per person with proceeds
from the tour going to the Save our
Ship fund. Advance registration
required. Email
archaeology@alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4399.
Seaport Day. Noon-5 p.m. at
Waterfront Park, 1 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Seaport Day is an annual
community festival celebrating
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Philharmonic
Orchestra Concert
The Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic presents the first concert of our season which spotlights
the musical works of women composers. The concert features two
pieces by Lili Boulanger, plus music
by Cindy McTee, and harpist Heidi
Sturniolo playing Germaine
Tailleferre. Sunday, Oct. 14, 3-5 p.m.
at George Washington Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria.
$25.
Visit
www.wmpamusic.org.

Photo by Jonathan Barnes

Books, 5005 Duke St., Alexandria. Free.
Learn more about this free service,
which allows participants to listen to
newspapers, magazines, and other
publications over the telephone. Call
Kym at the library at 703-746-1762.
Teen Comic Book Club. 4 p.m. at
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave.,
Alexandria. Welcome to Teen Comic
Book Club where they discuss great
comic books and graphic novels.
Snacks provided. For teens in grades
6-12.

Harpist Heidi Sturniolo
will be the featured
soloist.

Friday, October 19, 2018
7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

to the Pioneer Farm to observe 18thcentury demonstrations and greet
General Washington. Find your way
through a straw bale maze and listen
to the Itinerant Band play colonial
tunes. Visit www.MountVernon.org.

Alexandria’s maritime heritage and
the mission and programs of the
Alexandria Seaport Foundation.
Featuring live music, wooden boat
display, children’s activities, nautical
activities, lawn games, beer, food and
wine. Contact Kathleen Seifert at
seifert@alexandriaseaport.org.
Pumpkins and Pirates at Seaport
Day. 2 p.m. at Waterfront Park, 1
Prince St., Alexandria. Starting at 2
p.m., teams will attempt to navigate
their homemade vessels along a
course while being cheered on by
fans. This year’s theme is Pumpkins
and Pirates. Materials allowed
include cardboard, wood, PVC, duct
tape, milk jugs, saran wrap, old tshirts, lawn furniture, and old bikes.
Oars, paddles and sails are allowed,
and pedal power is OK. No
polystyrene foam or inflatable rafts
allowed. Registration fee is $25. All
vessels must be at Waterfront Park no
later than noon in designated area.
Boats must have towlines attached,
and all crew must wear personal
flotation devices. To register a vessel,
call 703-778-0977.
True Stories of Horror. 6:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m. at Ivy Hill Cemetery’s
Public Vault, 2823 King St.,
Alexandria. Cost is $20. Join
historians and storytellers, Terry Gish
and Wayne Kehoe for a hauntingly
fun evening in Ivy Hill Cemetery’s
Public Vault. Hear true stories of
horror from around the
Commonwealth of Virginia. There
will be trivia, raffle prizes, tales, and
ghostly haunts. Reserve and pay in
advance online at PayPal.me/
IHCHPS. You can also RSVP to
info@ihchps.org.
Country-Western Dance. 7-9:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with
lessons, 6-7 p.m. and open dancing,
7-9:30 p.m. A DJ provides music.
Couples and singles of all ages
welcome. Admission for NVCWDA
members $10; non-members $12;
children under 18 accompanied by a
paying adult $5. Smoke-free, alcoholfree. BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org.
Silence for Silence. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Convergence Arts Center, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, Alexandria. Alexandria
Choral Society presents Silence for
Silence, a program celebrating quiet
expressions of faith, hope, and love.
$20/adults; $15/senior/military/
student; under 13 free. Tickets
available online at
www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/
boxoffice.

School Admission Fair. 1-3 p.m. at
Browne Academy, 5917 Telegraph
Road, Alexandria. The DC school
HUB Preschool & Private School Fair
offers the opportunity to learn about
area programs all in one day. Over
50 schools and family-friendly
vendors will be in attendance. Visit
www.dcschoolhub.com.
Tombstone Art Tour. 2 p.m. at Ivy
Hill Cemetery, 2823 King St.,
Alexandria. Come learn the meanings
behind the symbols on our
tombstones, from historic to modern
day and what messages the dead
would like to convey. Admission:
$15. Call 703-549-7413 or visit
www.ivyhillcemetery.net
Dog Walk for Literacy. 2-4 p.m. at
Ben Brenman Park, in Alexandria’s
West End. Calling all dog lovers,
readers, and walkers. The Second
Annual Dog Walk for Literacy will be
held at Ben Brenman Park in
Alexandria’s West End. Bring your
dog and join in for a 1 mile or 5K
walk, dog photo booth, music, treats,
and more. Proceeds benefit the
Alexandria Tutoring Consortium, a
nonprofit organization that provides
tutoring to kindergartners and first
graders in need of reading support.
Visit www.frolickdogs.com/events/.
Concert at St. Luke’s. 5 p.m. at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009 Ft.
Hunt Road, Alexandria. The Concert
Series begins the 2018/19 season
with Gus Merconte, countertenor and
Hiroko Yamazaki on piano. Merconte
will present a wide range of pieces
from Handel, Schubert and selections
from the Great American songbook. A
reception will follow. $20/adult;
$15/senior; free to students 18 and
under. Visit saintlukeschurch.net/
events.
Chamber Music Celebration. 7-9
p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Join
musicians from the orchestra at the
historic Alexandria Lyceum as they
celebrate 25 years of beautiful music.
The program will include string
quartets performing selections by
Vivaldi, Beethoven, Dvorak,
Gershwin, and more. Tickets are free,
but a suggested donation of $10 or
more per person is appreciated.
Email reunionmusicsociety@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 20-21

MONDAY/OCT. 22

Fall Harvest Family Days. 9 a.m.-5
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon.
$20 adults; $12 youth. Enjoy fall
activities with the whole family at
Mount Vernon. Take a horse-drawn
wagon ride and play colonial games
on the bowling green before heading

Author Talk. 7 p.m. at James M.
Duncan Jr. Branch Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.
Join Paula Tarnapol Whitacre, author
of “A Civil Life in an Uncivil Time,”
for a talk about Civil War Alexandria.
Free. Email Anton Murray at
amurray@alexlibraryva.org.

US Patent & Trademark Ofﬁce
600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, Virginia

SUNDAY/OCT. 21

A Community Favorite

Since 1904

Since 1904, The Royal has been Old Town’s Favorite neighborhood
restaurant. Award-winning menu includes prime rib, fresh seafood, roast
chicken best burgers hand-carved roast turkey and salad bar.

Serving Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
Full Buffet with
Omelette Station
Saturday and
Sunday Brunch
7am-2pm

Save 50%
On second dinner entree
of equal or lesser value
when you mention this ad.
Offer expires 10/31/18.

734 North St. Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-1616
ALEXANDRIA’S NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT • SINCE 1904

RoyalRestaurantVA.com
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Letters
From Page 16
Odds are good that City Council will approve the Parker Gray
Stadium project, including lights,
with minimal dissent. The justification will be “the greater good.”
The message to the African American residents will be another sober reminder of the morally corrupt treatment the community has
and must continue to endure.
Roy R. Byrd
Alexandria

Obligations
To Residents
To the Editor:
It seems odd that the all-Democrat members of the Alexandria
Planning Commission and the Alexandria City Council would want
to borrow from the playbook used
by the Republican majority members of the U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee recently.
Both the Senate members and
the Planning Commission and
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council members promoted the
false sense of urgency, rushing
ahead without the necessary facts
on hand to make an impartial decision. In the Senate, they wanted
to get Brett Kavanaugh on the Supreme Court before the Nov. 6
elections, in case the balance of
power shifts.
With the council, the June 12
and Nov. 6 elections also play a
major role in the scheduling. Why
should the council make this decision right now, when 4 of the 7
voting members are lame ducks,

and won’t be around to provide
any accountability for this decision?
With the Senate, the majority
withheld thousands of pages of
documents related to Kavanaugh.
And the three-day FBI investigation only produced more questions
and fewer answers.
With the Planning Commission,
they had only one public hearing
on the T.C. Williams lighting controversy. Yes, the meeting went on
until 2 a.m. but working people
can’t stay that late and head for

work early the next day. Both the
Senate and Planning Commission
behaved as though these were
“done deals” and they didn’t want
any interference by outsiders.
For the commission and the
council, they are ignoring the cost
of vastly expanding the lights beyond TC, to other parks, and the
burning question of how will the
city pay for it. As the Packet notes
in its Sept. 27 headline. “ACPS fiscal forecast shows widening budget deficits.”
How did the cost for this project
balloon to millions of dollars? And
why was not sufficient thought
given to the George Washington
Middle School site, where lights
are not a major an impediment to
the neighborhood. The major financial beneficiaries are not
Alexandrians but the many outside
organizations in Northern Virginia
who are salivating at the prospect
of renting out a stadium, night after night.
There is not an academic benefit to adding lights, in a time
when the school population is increasing and sports should not be
driving this decision, especially
when football causes so many injuries to young players.
The most troubling aspect of this
project is the lack of transparency
and integrity in the process. Do we
simply throw out verbal and written statements if some time later
some city representatives disagree
with them?
I strongly disagree with Planning Chairman Mary Lyman and
the four commission members
who voted with her. She states
that, “A condition in a SUP [special use permit] is not a promise.
“(Packet, Oct. 4, 2018). I take that
as her personal opinion. What kind
of a city will Alexandria become if
we walk away from our written
and oral commitments?
Instead, I urge the current council members to pursue the comments from Phyllis Burke, on behalf of the Alexandria chapter of
the NAACP, who emphatically
stated for the record that “the city
and the School Board should
honor its commitment to the African American community,” as she
spoke about an agreement in place
for over 10 years between the city
and residents who were displaced
when TC was built. Frances
Terrell, president of the Seminary
Civic Association, added that “several city documents refer to a ‘no
lights’ promise so an agreement is
in place.”
This is simply dishonest on the
behalf of the Planning Commission. The council should explore
options which do not ignore precedent and its legal obligations to
all its residents.
Kathleen M. Burns
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Bulletin Board
From Page 14
Implementation Advisory Group will hold a
meeting which will include an applicant update
for the Public Storage Development Special Use
Permit (DSUP2016-0006) and Coordinated
Development District (CDD2018-0005) proposal
for the property located at 880 S. Pickett St. as
well as an overview of the Greenhill
Coordinated Development District (CDD 20160003) proposal for six parcels located between
S. Van Dorn Street, S. Pickett Street, and Edsall
Road. Open to the public and members of the
community are encouraged to attend and
participate. Visit alexandriava.gov/90965 or
contact Ashley Labadie at 703-746-3801 or
ashley.labadie@alexandriava.gov.
Death Cafe. 7-8:30 p.m. at James M. Duncan, Jr.
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave. At a
Death Cafe people drink tea, eat cake and
discuss death. Our aim is to increase awareness
of death to help people make the most of their
(finite) lives. This Death Cafe will be hosted by
Amy Johnson, a hospice and palliative care
Social Work who specializes in grief and trauma
counseling. Free. Visit deathcafe.com/ for more.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 17
Community Conversation. 3-4:30 p.m. at the
Glory Days Grill Community Room, 3141 Duke
St. and 6:30-8 p.m. (childcare available) at
William Ramsay Recreation Center, 5650 Sanger
Ave. The City of Alexandria invites residents to
attend one of a series of workshops in October
that will help determine how Alexandria tax
dollars and fees will support programs and
services offered by the Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
(RPCA). Email aura.durham@alexandriava.gov
or call 703-746-5450, or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation for more.
8th District Congressional Candidates
Forum. 7-9 p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church,
7434 Bath St., Springfield. Both of the certified
candidates have been invited and are listed here
as their names appear on the ballot: Thomas S.
Oh (R) and Donald S. Beyer Jr. (D)
(incumbent). The questions for the candidates
will be written on cards by the audience and
sent to the moderator. This event is free and
open to the public. Email
voterserviceslwvfa@gmail.com for more.

THURSDAY/OCT. 18
Community Conversation. 9:30-11 a.m.
(childcare available) at Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.; 3-4:30 p.m.
at St. Martin de Porres Senior Center, 4650
Taney Ave.; and 7-8:30 p.m. (childcare
available) Oswald Durant Arts Center, 1605
Cameron St. The City of Alexandria invites
residents to attend one of a series of workshops
in October that will help determine how
Alexandria tax dollars and fees will support
programs and services offered by the
Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities (RPCA). Email
aura.durham@alexandriava.gov or call 703-7465450, or visit www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation
for more.
Community Meeting. 7-9 p.m. at St. Stephen’s
and St. Agnes Upper School, 1000 St. Stephens
Road. The Department of Transportation &
Environmental Services will host a community
meeting to share concepts for potential changes
to improve Seminary Road for all users. Staff
will share several concepts, and there will be
interactive activities available to capture
comments and ideas for improvements.
Presentation begins at 7:30 p.m. followed by a
question and answer session. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/TES for more.

THURSDAY/OCT. 25
Public Comment Deadline. The Virginia
Department of Rail and Public Transportation
(DRPT) announces a 45-day public comment
period for it’s proposed policy and guidelines for
transit capital prioritization and urban transit
agency strategic plans. The proposed plans are
available online at drpt.virginia.gov/transit/
tsdac/public-comment. Comments on the plans
can be sent to Jen DeBruhl at
DRPTPR@drpt.virginia.gov or DRPT, 600 East
Main St., Suite 2012, Richmond, VA 23219.

SATURDAY/OCT. 27
VolunteerFest. A region-wide day of community
service helps nonprofits accomplish tasks they
would not have time or resources to do on their
own. Visit www.volunteerfairfax.org/
individuals/volunteerfest.php for more.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS
FOR YOUR TOYOTA

7/31/18.
10/31/18.

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

10/31/18.
7/31/18.

10/31/18.
7/31/18.
7/31/18.
10/31/18.

7/31/18.
10/31/18.

10/31/18.
7/31/18.

10/31/18.
7/31/18.

10/31/18.
7/31/18.

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
7/31/18.
10/31/18.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

7/31/18.
10/31/18.

Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ October 11-17, 2008 ❖ 27

28 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ October 11-17, 2008

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

