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AMD IN-MOME SERVICES
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All Politics Local(ish)

By DAN BRENDEL
GAZETTE PACKET

uesday’s general elec-

tion yielded few sur-

prises for mayor and

City Council, with
Democratic candidates sweeping
all seven seats. The School Board
shed one incumbent.

Council candidates this year
gathered more votes than they
usually do, according to unofficial
results available as the Gazette
Packet goes to press. That’s true
even compared to 2012, the last
time local races coincided with
federal races, when the presidency
was also on the ballot.

In 2012, council victors won
with roughly between 30,000 and
37,000 votes each, Allison
Silberberg becoming vice mayor
with the latter. This year, council
candidate won with roughly be-
tween 34,000 and 44,000 votes
each, newcomer Elizabeth
Bennett-Parker becoming vice
mayor with the latter.

Mayor-elect Justin Wilson re-
ceived nearly 52,000 votes, com-

Mourning
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Alice Morgan, a 2015 Living
Legend of Alexandria, died
Nov. 4 at the age of 75.

Local Democrats watch Tuesday’s election results come in
at Glory Days Grill.

pared to Bill Euille’s 39,000 in
2012. Wilson ran opposed,
whereas Euille didn’t. In total,
about 10,000 more people voted
in the 2012 mayoral race.

As usual, the fewest voters par-
ticipated in the School Board race.
Veronica Nolan (District B) re-
ceived the most votes, just over
12,000. Of the nine winners across
all districts, incumbent Ramee
Gentry (District C) received the

least votes, just over 5,000.

Overall, council will go into the
next term with three of seven in-
cumbents, the School Board with
four of nine.

At least for party faithfuls,
Tuesday’s election largely repre-
sented a referendum on Donald
Trump’s presidency. Enthusiasm
about local races was mixed.

“This is the most important elec-
tion in my lifetime,” said Michael

A look at Alexandria’s
local races in a mid-term year.

Local Republicans watch Tuesday’s election results come

in at Ramparts Tavern & Grill.

Cox, a Republican-turned-Demo-
crat. He “grudgingly” switched
sides in 2008, mainly because he
couldn’t reconcile what he saw as
a “fiscal disconnect” at the na-
tional level between Republican-
led tax cuts concurrent with mul-
tiple wars. Tuesday for him was
mainly about federal races. Local
races were largely incidental.
Former Mayor Bill Euille, a
Democrat, also expressed most

interest in federal elections. The
most decisive issues for him were
“truth and honesty, and removing
the constant fear factor.” As for
City Council, he thinks Alexandria
is mostly on the “right track.”
Democrat Sarah Orndorff said
she was most concerned about
immigration, voting rights and
women’s rights, particularly to
obtain an abortion. While she said
See DEMOCRATsS, PAcGE 20

Alice MOrgan Founder of city’s MLK Day celebrations dies at 75.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

lice Morgan was known for
many things. She founded
the city’s Martin Luther
King Jr. memorial celebration and
was the first woman and first Af-
rican American to serve on the Al-
exandria Planning Commission.
But to her daughter, Morgan was
known for her coffee gatherings.
“When I think about mom, I
think about the coffee’s she used
to host at our house,” said
Morgan’s daughter Arvette Reid.
“Political candidates would sit in
our living room and answer ques-
tions from a standing room only
crowd that mom had gathered

from the community. That taught
me early on the importance of be-
ing active in your community.”

Morgan, who dedicated more
than 50 years to community ser-
vice in Alexandria, died Nov. 4 of
congestive heart failure at
Leewood Healthcare Center. She
was 75.

“Alice was very important to the
fabric of the city in so many ways,”
said Donna Walker James, who
worked with Morgan on the board
of Agenda:Alexandria. “From be-
ing on the Planning Commission
to running the MLK Day celebra-
tions for many, many years, she
had a great impact on our city.”

Morgan was born July 17, 1943,
the eldest of four children born to

Elmore W. Johnson Jr. and Fannye
Mae Quarles Johnson. She grew
up in Richmond and graduated
from Maggie L. Walker High
School which was named for her
grandfather’s half-sister.

“Aunt Maggie has an exhibit in
the Smithsonian African American
Museum and a statue on Broad

Street in Richmond,” Reid said.
“She was an inspiration to my
mother.”

Morgan went on to earn a B.A.
from Virginia Union University
and a Master’s Degree in Social
Work from Virginia Common-
wealth University. Her career

SEE ALICE MORGAN, PAGE G
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From Page 13

schools, to succeed later in life;
systematically teach that content
to all students; and assure that
they learn it. In effect, achieve ex-
cellence through insistent, uni-
formly high expectations and true
integration.

Finally, given the vocal obses-
sion with school-system OcapacityO
among ACPS actors N surely a
prelude to another Ofully fund our
schoolsO campaign leading to even
higher taxes N let us first fully
audit our schools to determine
their accountability and take time-
proven measures to redress any
and all shortcomings. Such should
be the principal remit of the new
School Board.

Judy Navarro
Alexandria

Retain Name
For Park

To the Editor:

For over 20 years, Pat Troy, and
countless other Alexandria citi-
zens, city councilmen, and may-
ors supported recognizing city
founding father Colonel John
Fitzgerald. Since 2012, Fitzgerald
Square Park was the approved
name for the park located at the
foot of King Street, and it should
be retained. No citizens petitioned
for a name change.

Why recognize Colonel
Fitzgerald and others who contrib-
uted to the history of the water-
front? Review the CityOs own ex-
tensive report, dated 2012,

https://www.alexandriava.gov/
uploadedFiles/planning/info/Wa-
t e r f r o n t |/
A6_History%20Appendix(1).pdf.
A public survey and a public hear-
ing were held on Fitzgerald Square
Park in 2016. What is the reason
behind the arbitrary name
change?

American Revolutionary War
Veteran Col. John Fitzgerald saved
Alexandria from being burned
down by the British, was a mayor
of Alexandria, started the City
Council, founded the Alexandria
bank and library, and filled in land
to establish current Alexandria
waterfront. Col. Fitzgerald is also
a founding father of St. MaryOs
Catholic Church, the first Catho-
lic Church in Virginia, now the
Basilica of St. Mary, as designated
by the Vatican, with over 7,000 pa-
rishioners. St. MaryOs was built
with the assistance of FitzgeraldOs
friend George Washington and
protestant Col. Robert Hooe,
AlexandriaOs first mayor. Col.
Fitzgerald was George
WashingtonOs Aide-de-Camp and
served with Col. Hooe. Fitzgerald

See Letters, Page 22
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Sounds Not
So Silent

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

With apologies to Simon and Garfunkel:
burping, hiccuping, coughing, “expectorating,”
wheezing, sneezing, sniffling, nose running,
nose bleeding, nose blowing, “gassing,” gur-
gling and “nauseating.”

If this were football, Id likely receive a pen-
alty for piling on: too much not of a good thing.

For me, it’s just another day in cancer’s
side-effect paradise. For my wife, Dina, how-
ever, it's more difficult; caught in the crossfire,
so to speak. Aside from how cancer makes you
look and feel, there is also an element of how it
makes you sound.

Not that I'm self-conscious or anything; I'm
just more self-aware. But there’s only so much
one can do, or quite frankly, want to do to
manage/control one’s sights and sounds.

After all, side effects are sort of the cost of
doing business in the medical/pharmaceutical
world. And though every patient doesn’t expe-
rience identical symptoms, we're all warned
equally that there could be trouble in them
“thar” pills. Part of that trouble is internal: what
you feel, and part of that trouble is external:
what you see and hear. And depending upon
what medication you're receiving, you could
be experiencing side effects that manifest more
like main effects.

Generally speaking, unless | was really
uncomfortable and/or insistent when speaking
to my oncologist, he has refrained from treating
side effects — too much. His thinking has been
that too many pills treating too many side
effects makes Kenny an extraordinarily dull
and dependent boy, and likely makes matters
worse. Granted, there have been exceptions.

But prescribing an ever-increasing number
and variety of pills seems akin to chasing one’s
own tail. It may be amusing to look at (if you're
a cat or dog owner), but it’s a hell of a price to
pay for a minimal amount of relief. You may not
be any worse for the wear, but neither are you
any better off than when you started.

Obviously, in the cancer-treatment world,
there’s going to be some discomfort, and | have
been prescribed some side-effect medication
accordingly: for a skin rash, for constipation, to
boost my appetite, for pain and for neuropathy.
But overall, to ease my worried brow, we've
tried to stay away from letting side effects affect
my primary care.

Unfortunately, the reality is, every med-
ication, every treatment, every procedure
produces side effects. Trying to keep your eye
on the ball during multiple processes, can
become challenging. And though it may not be
rocket science, it is medicine/science which for
a Humanities graduate like me is as unnatural
as it can possibly be.

All'l understand is trying not to make mat-
ters worse, but when you've been diagnosed
as “terminal,” which | was, things have already
become worse. Ergo, knowing how to manage
your situation so as not to exaggerate the chal-
lenge you already face itself becomes a side
effect for which there’s very little treatment.

Knowing when to add or subtract medica-
tions, knowing when to change one’s infusion
medicine, knowing when to schedule infu-
sion intervals and knowing when to schedule
diagnostic scans, are all wrenching emotional
decisions which might have life-ending conse-
quences so these decisions do carry the weight
of the world. And though my father always told
me that | had broad shoulders (meaning | could
carry the weight), | have never been tested as |
have these last nearly 10 years.

Having survived for as long as | have, pre-
sumably, | have made some correct decisions.
Nevertheless, | still feel like I'm one wrong
move from disaster. And it’s never more clear
to me then when I’'m listening to what I'm
hearing.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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was at George Washington’s side when
Washington took over troops at Boston in
1775. Col. Fitzgerald was a war hero at the
Battles of Trenton and Monmouth, where
he was wounded.

After petitions and reports by the city’s
Historical and Waterfront Commissions and
much public input, the city approved the
“Interim Fitzgerald Square Park’ as part of
the Alexandria Waterfront Plan, dated 2012.
There was no indication in the waterfront
plan indicating “Interim” applied to the ac-
tual name “Fitzgerald Square.” What we did
find is that the city and other groups re-
peatedly referred to Fitzgerald Square as
the park name and that the term “interim”
was used because the funding for a perma-
nent park was a long way off.

In addition, the city conducted a public
survey on the Fitzgerald Square Park in
March 2016, indicating that the city was
using Fitzgerald Square as an official name.
The city stated in its 2016 announcement:
“The Waterfront Small Area Plan, approved
in June 2014, envisions a new public plaza
at the foot of King Street called Fitzgerald
Square.”

Only after the name was stripped this past
March, did City Spokesman Fifer, Council-
woman Pepper, Councilman Wilson and City
Manager Jinks claim that the term
“InterimO applied to the name of the park.

Mayor Silberberg was advised by the city
spokesman only a few days prior to the an-
nouncement of the Fitzgerald name change
to King Street Park, recalling our colonial
subjugation to British tyranny. Mayor
Silberberg was shocked by the name change
and does support Fitzgerald Square. It was
also a shock to the mortally ill Pat Troy and
thousands of other Fitzgerald Square sup-
porters who felt Alexandria City let them
down. This did not stop Del Pepper and
other politicians from riding the St. Patrick’s
Day parade hoping to garnish votes in the
next election.

Over 1,500 signatures have been collected
in support of Fitzgerald Square in addition
to the support of the Basilica of St. Mary
and its 7,000-plus parishioners.

Please vote in City Park Naming Survey
found at https://www.alexandriava.gov/
news_display.aspx?id=106160

through Nowv. 16. You do not have to be a
city resident to take the survey.

Bernadette Troy
Kathleen Troy Molloy

BULLETIN BOARD

SATURDAY/NOV. 10

17th Annual Veterans’ Day Ceremony. 11
a.m. at the Captain Rocky Versace Plaza and
Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial, Mount Vernon
Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
The City of Alexandria and “Friends of Rocky
Versace” will host the one-hour, indoor
ceremony will honor posthumous Medal of
Honor recipient, Ranger Hall of Fame inductee,
Distinguished Member of the Special Forces
Regiment and Distinguished Member of The Old
Guard Regiment, Captain Rocky Versace; the 66
other Alexandrians who died during the Vietnam
War; and all veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces
in attendance. Visit www.virginia.org/Listings/
EventsAndExhibits/
VeteransDayCeremonyAlexandria.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



SPECIAL SAVINGS

FOR YOUR TOYOTA e s
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See Service
Advisor for details.

GOT TIRES?
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For more than 38 years our Associates have lived in
and supported the Alexandria community.

#WeAreAlexandria

OPEN SUN 11/T1, 2-4
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Potomac Greens | 51,049,900
Fabulous former model with over $230K in upgrades
& almost 4,000 SF of living space. 4 fireplaces, huge
2-car garage. Custom cherry library, 10-ft ceilings
and stone fireplace. Top level party roomfoptional 4th
bedroom has wet bar and roof deck. 719 Bracey Lang
Joan Shannon 703.507.8655
www.JoanHome.com

Alexandria | $824,900

Located on a cul-de-sac & walking distance to King
St Metro, this rarely available front-to-back split is a
hidden gem! Newly expanded to 4 bedrooms and 3
full baths with renovated chef's kitchen, family room,
screened-in porch & fenced flat yard. 501 Robinson Ct.
Jodie Burns 571.228.5790

www. Jodie Burns.com

OPEN SUN 11/T1, 2-4

.+* Del Ray

- $629,900
2-bedroom, 2-bath

« semi-detachad, light-
filled home with open

" living and dining room
leading to expanded

5 and renovated kitchen.
Finished lower level

= with full bath. Finished
attic makes great office,
8 quest room, play space.
Fenced vard. Driveway.
E \Walk to “The Avenue,”
RN 221 E Del Ray Ave

Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www. JenWalker.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 5. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

OPEN SUN /11, 2-4

Old Town Crescent | $1,139,000
One level living in Old Town. Gorgeous 2,200-5F corner
penthouse offering 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, elegant
living and dining area, family room, study, new kitchen
and master bath, and 34-ft wide terrace. One parking
space with additional available. 828 Slaters Lane #406
Annetie Hinaman 571.216.4411

www, AnnetlteHinaman.com

Belle Haven | $749,000
River Views in Belle Haven! Great new price for this
value-added home! Outdoor kitchen with fireplace;
updated 3-bedroom, 3-bath and garage! Across from
golf course - be in for the holidays! 6036 Fort Hunt
Road

Janet Caterson Price 703.622.5984

www. JanetPriceHomes.com

OPEN SAT 11/10, 2-4 & SUN 11/11, 2-4

Old Town/
Yates Gardens

| 5724,000

" 2/3 bedrooms & 2
baths! Updated kitchen
. and baths! Finished
lower level. Freshly
painted throughout!

| Screened porch! Private
rear garden. Assigned
parking for one car. 406
Jeffersan Street

Sally Z. Harper 703.517.2849
www.SallyZHarper.com
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SW Waterfront | $1,070,000

Live inthe HOTTEST new neighborhood in DC, District
Wharf! Beautifully updated this townhome boasts 3
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, family room, hardwood floors,
granite & stainless kitchen, gas fireplace, 2-car garage
& more! Steps to Metro. 715 G Street SW

Mary Farrell 703.969.5522
www.ChooseMaryFarrell.com

Fort Ellsworth Condo | $340,000

Corner condo with unigue 2 level floor plan features an
open entry foyer overlooking sunken living area which
opens onto 6-ft x 12-ft balcony. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths
and laundry closet. Less than 1 mile to King St Metro
with assigned parking, pool, tennis court & picnic area.
Charlene Schaper 703.217.3666
www.CSchaper.com

We are Proud to Sponsor

THE HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
FOUNDATION

ToastinG Our Town
FUNDRAISER

Saturday, November 17, 2018
7-9 p.m. | The Athenaeum

McEnearney Associates and Babs Beckwith are proud 1o be

sponsors for the 2008 Toasting Our Town [undraiser to benefin

the Historic Alexandria Foundation Preservation Fund. For

38 vears, McEnearney Associates has made an fnvestment in

Alexandria that benefits our communities and organizations,

and we are hanored to have long-standing relationships that go
heyond our real estate services.

wwwhistoericalexandriafoundation.org/events
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