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On Veterans Day 2018, 
casket flags fly in the 
breeze at Chestnut 
Grove Cemetery in 
Herndon. The Amer-
ican Legion Wayne 
M. Kidwell Post #184 
Herndon//Reston raises 
more than 100 casket 
flags every Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day 
in honor of fallen Hern-
don veterans.
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Dems Take the House
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News
Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or north@connectionnewspapers.com

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he loss of two-term incumbent
U.S. Rep. Barbara Comstock (D-
10) means Republicans are
down to one lone elected offi-

cial in Northern Virginia, Del. Tim Hugo (R-
40). The blue wave that started last year
unseating Republicans like Del. Jim
LeMunyon (R-67) and Del. Bob Marshall (R-
13) continued this year, when state Sen.
Jennifer Wexton (D-10) was able to flip a
Congressional seat that had been in Repub-
lican hands since a young military lawyer
named Frank Wolf beat incumbent Demo-
crat Joe Fisher back in 1980.

For a region that once had Republican
heavyweights like U.S. Rep. Tom Davis (R-
11) and U.S. Sen John Warner, the pros-
pects for Republicans in Northern Virginia
now seem pretty bleak.

“It’s going to be a tough road ahead for
Republicans in Northern Virginia. Essen-
tially, it’s gone,” said Republican consult-
ant Dan Scandling, who served as Wolf’s
chief of staff. “Redistricting is not going to
help. The seats now in Northern Virginia
are going to be Democratically controlled
for a generation.”

Although the controversy surrounding the
nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S.
Supreme Court helped some Republican
candidates for Senate in places like North
Dakota and Missouri, it provided a burden
for Comstock. Kavanaugh and Comstock
had been friends since they served together
as young Republican staffers trying to im-
peach Bill Clinton in the 1990s. This year,
Wexton was able to use sexual assault alle-
gations as wedge to charge Comstock was
guilty of an “unacceptable failure of lead-
ership.” In the closing days of the campaign,
television ads branded the incumbent “Bar-
bara Trumpstock.”

Incumbent Sen. Tim Kaine easily beat
back a challenge from Republican Corey
Stewart, whose message of an invading

caravan of foreigners failed to resonate
outside rural Virginia.

“Corey Stewart and Barbara Comstock
followed President Trump’s playbook. They
stoked fear about immigrants. Both lost
big,” said Frank Sharry, founder and execu-
tive director of immigration-reform group
America’s Voice. “It seems evident the
people of Virginia are just not interested in
Trumpism, with or without Trump.”

KAINE CELEBRATED an early victory
Tuesday night, taking the stage at the Falls
Church Marriott Fairview Park as one of the
first Democrats to deliver a victory speech.
He quoted scripture, thanked longtime sup-
porters and cracked a few jokes about how
the race was called one minute after the
polls closed. The former fair-housing attor-
ney got his start in Richmond politics be-
fore becoming lieutenant governor and gov-
ernor. This year he faced a candidate who
promised a “vicious” campaign and deliv-
ered by suggesting — without any evidence
— that Kaine had somehow been charged
with sexual misconduct. Kaine said voters
rejected that approach.

“You rejected the politics of peddling lies
to try to get ahead,” said Kaine. “You re-
jected the politics and the economics of it’s
about a few and not about all.”

Wexton celebrated victory at the Wash-
ington Dulles Airport Marriott, thanking

s u p p o r t e r s
and volun-
teers that
helped her
win in the
most expen-
sive congres-
sional race in
V i r g i n i a .
Democrats targeted the race and pumped
millions of dollars into an effort to knock
on doors and appear on television screens.

Comstock ended up raising more money,
$6 million in total from Northern Virginia
business stalwarts like Northrop Grumman
and Capital One. But national Democrats
flooded the race with money, and Wexton
tapped her experience as a Loudoun pros-
ecutor to gain funding from law firms like
Wilmer Hale and Jones Day. In the end, she
said, suburban voters rejected the Trump
playbook of racial division and economic
nationalism.

“I have been saying from the beginning
of this campaign that change is coming, and
change came today,” said Wexton. “That
kind of change doesn’t just happen, it hap-
pened because of you.”

WITH DEMOCRATS seizing control of the
House of Representatives, the Fairfax
County delegation stands to gain a new
sense of prominence on Capitol Hill. U.S.
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) is expected to
take a key role on the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee, which is
expected to start investigating the
president’s political involvement with Rus-
sia and economic ties to foreign leaders.

“Tonight we get a mandate for oversight
and accountability,” said Connolly during
Kaine’s victory party, which was in his dis-
trict. “And I just want to say to all my friends
in the Trump administration: You better put
on your rollerblades because you’re going
to be skating to Capitol Hill a lot.”

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) also stands to
gain a new sense of prominence, possibly

taking a posi-
tion as chair-
man of a sub-
committee on
federal land
or on space.
Beyer says he
would prob-
ably prefer

chairing a subcommittee on federal land
because he is the only former park ranger
in Congress. Beyer also says he also wants
to play a role on a new Select Committee
on Climate, which Democrats have been
planning for some time.

“The centerpiece of my leadership these
last five years has been trying to be the
strongest and clearest voice to fight climate
change as I can be,” said Beyer. “So being
on that select committee would make a lot
of sense.”

With two other Democratic women chal-
lengers defeating incumbents in Virginia
Congressional Districts, Virginia’s Congres-
sional delegation shifts from seven Repub-
licans and four Democrats to seven Demo-
crats and four Republicans.

WEXTON’S VICTORY opens a cascading
series of special elections in Northern Vir-
ginia that are going to keep consultants and
volunteers busy for the next few months.
Del. Jennifer Boysko (D-86) announced her
run for that seat. Her House seat in Herndon
would open if she were successful, initiat-
ing a rapid-pace series of special elections
to install new members of the General As-
sembly ahead of the January session.  State
Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) says Boysko is “the
overwhelming and obvious choice.”

“She’s known in Fairfax and has been
spending a lot of time in Loudoun County,
and she’s got a really strong fundraising
ability,” said Ebbin. “She’s got a great legis-
lative ability, and she does a lot of commu-
nity events in the area. So I think she’d be
pretty formidable, and I’d be surprised if
she didn’t win.”

Packed house to celebrate Jennifer Wexton’s win in the 10th Congres-
sional District.

Former Gov. Terry McAuliffe tells the crowd assembled at Tim Kaine’s
victory party that voters in Virginia rejected President Donald Trump’s
campaign of “fear, hatred and division.”

Democrats Seize Control of Northern Virginia
Region once had its own brand of Republicanism; now that seems almost extinct.

Results
U.S. SENATE
❖ Democrat Tim Kaine: ................. 1.9 million votes, 57 percent
❖ Republican Corey Stewart: ........ 1.4 million votes, 41 percent
❖ Libertarian Matt Waters: ............ 62,000 votes, 2 percent

HOUSE DISTRICT 10
❖ Democrat Jennifer Wexton: ....... 203,000 votes, 56 percent
❖ Republican Barbara Comstock: .. 158,000 votes, 44 percent

Jennifer Wexton
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Oak Hill & HerndonOpinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
homas Jefferson’s elec-
tion as President of the
United States is re-
ferred to as a “blood-

less revolution” because in the
major shifts of power in world his-
tory it occurred without the vio-
lence that marked previous
changes in who controlled government. While
electing a president has caused some conster-
nation over time, the rule of law has been fol-
lowed rather than having a resort to physical
engagement determine the outcome.

While I and others had hoped for a giant blue
tsunami wave to occur with the outcome of
the 2018 mid-terms elections, a more apt de-
scription of the outcome might be that a wave
of blue change came upon the land.

Leading that change was the first outcome
announced by the media with the election of
Democrat State Senator Jennifer Wexton to the
U.S. House of Representatives defeating incum-
bent Republican Barbara Comstock by a land-
slide and flipped a district that had been Re-
publican for nearly forty years. Not only did

Congresswoman-elect Jennifer
Wexton get an overwhelming
share of the popular votes, but she
assembled an army of volunteers
like that seldom seen in elections.
She won in the best tradition of
the bloodless revolution with vol-
unteers who carried her message
door to door.

Downstate in Congressional District Seven an
earlier voter revolution had swept the Republi-
can House Majority leader out of office in a
primary and replaced him with a true-blue Tea
Party candidate. That candidate went on to win
the general election only to find himself de-
feated this year by a first-time Democratic can-
didate Abigail Spanberger. The incumbent Re-
publican Dave Brat has spent most of the cam-
paign seeming to dodge any engagement with
Spanberger who would challenge his right-wing
economic theories that had left most people
shaking their heads to understand him.

Joining Wexton and Spanberger as winning
Democratic candidates was Elaine Luria who
won in District Two in the Virginia Beach area
against former Navy Seal and incumbent Scott

Taylor. In a district that has a strong military
presence, Luria was able to flip the district from
red to blue.

At the end of the evening of vote counting,
Democrats that had been outnumbered in
Virginia’s congressional delegation seven to
four found themselves in a majority of seven
to four. A state that was once considered red
has Democrats not only in all of its statewide
offices but now as seven of its congressional
representatives. A congressional delegation
that had only one woman ended with three.

In the U.S. Senate, former Governor of Vir-
ginia Tim Kaine who represents Virginia along
with Sen. Mark Warner in the United States
Senate easily defeated a strong Trump advo-
cate Corey Stewart by landslide numbers. The
next step for Democratic gain comes with the
state elections in 2019. With the State Senate
and the House of Delegates being controlled
by a single vote in each, it is reasonable to ex-
pect that the blue wave will continue through-
out the state.

The shift in power in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives was a bloodless revolution with a
major shift in power. Looking ahead, the Sen-
ate seats up for election in 2020 could bring
the tipping point.

A Bloodless Revolution
Commentary

Viewpoints

Honored to Serve
Area veterans reflect on
their experiences.

On Veterans Day 2018, casket flags fly in the breeze at
Chestnut Grove Cemetery in Herndon.  The American
Legion Wayne M. Kidwell Post #184 Herndon//Reston
raises more than 100 casket flags every Veterans Day and
Memorial Day in honor of fallen Herndon veterans.

Al Rivera, CMDCM (SS/SW/AW), USN
(Command Master Chief, USN(R))

“I joined the United States Navy in November
1985 because of a family history of service, a
hard recession and to take advantage of the
service benefits such as GI Bill Tuition Assis-
tance. My most meaning accomplishment was
serving as Command Master Chief and having
the ability to influence and shape the future
generations of sailors positively.”

Nicholas A. Leshock CPT, USA
“I joined because most of my family has

served at one time or another. I felt I wanted
to do something with a little more purpose. I
served twelve consecutive years, six in the
Navy and six in the Army. It was a privilege
to serve. I guess one of the challenges was
working with so many different kinds of
people, different backgrounds, different
origins. The common desire to serve the
country brought all together to accomplish
what was needed.”

Lois Romaine Olson, Major, USAF,
(Ret.)

“I was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant through the Air Force ROTC at
the University of Wisconsin, Madison. I
served various places across the globe from
Grand Forks, North Dakota to Suwon,
South Korea and places in between —
California, Ohio, Pentagon and Germany.
My most meaningful experience was
serving with the Arms Control Treaties to
verify the terms of the many treaties with
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR). It was somehow very fulfilling to
be coming from the various organizations
that basically were there to conduct war, to
end my career at one that was enforcing
arms reduction and peace treaties.”

Write The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: info@connectionnewspapers.com

 Photos by

Mercia Hobson/

The Connection
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See Veterans,  Page 7

By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

I
n a celebration of the unyielding service by
United States Veterans and to commemorate
the 100-year anniversary of the end of World
War I, The American Legion Wayne M. Kidwell

Post # 184 Herndon/Reston sponsored a ceremony
with the Town of Herndon on Sunday, Nov. 11 at 11
a.m. Held at Herndon’s Veterans Memorial on the

Town Green, the morning service drew veterans, dig-
nitaries and residents from Herndon and neighbor-
ing communities.

Post #184 selected Col. Richard J. Edwards to be
the Guest Speaker. Edwards serves as the Director,
NORAD & USNORTHCOM Washington Office.

During the ceremony, Herndon High School’s
NJROTC presented the colors and Reston Chorale
sang the national anthem. Boy Scout Troop #1570
participated in the program of events, as did Lisa
Merkel, Town of Herndon Mayor and various mem-
bers of Post 184 Herndon/Reston.

In his Welcome Address, 1st Vice Commander Bob
Thompson related how Nov. 11, 11 a.m., marks the
date and time when the armistice or temporary ces-

American Legion Post 184
Herndon/Reston holds
Veterans Day Observance.

Veterans Honored in Herndon

Kathleen Gohn, singer and vice president, Patrons, The
Reston Chorale Board of Directors, says: “The Reston
Chorale, which includes singers from Reston, Herndon,
and surrounding communities, is honored to participate
in this Veterans Day Observance as we pay tribute to the
men and women who answered the call to serve and
defend our nation.”

Col. Richard J. Edwards,
Director, USNORTHCOM
Washington Office and
Guest Speaker at American
Legion Post 184 2018
Veterans Day Ceremony.

1st Vice Commander Bob
Thompson of the American
Legion Wayne M. Kidwell
Post #184 gives the Wel-
come at the 2018 Veterans
Day Observance held at the
Herndon Veterans Memo-
rial on the Town Green.

Veterans,
dignitaries and
residents from
local communi-
ties gather on
the Town Green
for the 2018
Veterans Day
Observance.

 Photos by

Mercia Hobson/

The Connection
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By Marilyn Campbell

S
ome of the area’s most talented tastemakers
are donating their time and creativity to
benefit a local hospital. From feathers and
yarn to seashells and tree branches, local

interior designers and artists are creating holiday
trees, mantel and table displays, wreaths, menorahs
and artwork for the second annual Light Up the Sea-
son fundraising event for Children’s National Medi-
cal Center on Dec. 16.

“When decorating for the holidays, let your imagi-
nation take over and don’t be afraid to combine ele-
ments that may at first seem unlikely companions,”
said Sarah Hayes of Sarah Hayes Design, who cre-
ated a console table display with her 17-year-old pa-
tient. “And, as Caoilinn and I would both agree, the
more twinkle lights, the merrier.”

“Also, make decorations together with and for your
children so they can be a part of the fun,” added
Biletnikoff.

Offering hints at what awaits those who visit the

Event teams young patients with designers and artists.

Lighting Up the Season

Photo courtesy of Mary

Biletnikoff

A mixture of dark red and
white flowers along with
holiday greenery and black
and white ribbon are ele-
ments that designer Mary
Biletnikoff will use to
create a wreath for Light
Up the Season.

Photo courtesy of Marika Meyers

Marika Meyer Textiles will
be used to create the gar-
land and tree skirt for a
holiday tree that Meyer is
designing for Light Up the
Season.

Designers were paired with chil-
dren who are patients at
Children’s. Throughout the cre-
ative process, the artistic creations
unfolded as the patient-designer
relationships grew. “Our design
was inspired by the warmth of the
holiday season, the onset of win-
ter, and the magical imagination
of 7-year-old Johnny our patient
...,” said Jeff Akseizer of Akseizer
Design Group in Alexandria. “In
our interview with him, his mind
exploded with all the colors, tex-
tures, and characters he loves to
see at the holiday season, his fa-
vorite being the Grinch. “

Akseizer is creating a holiday
tree with designer Jamie Brown,
also with Akseizer Design Group.
“Johnny is a true inspiration,” said
Brown. “He plays wheelchair bas-
ketball and sled hockey. We took
much of the spirit from our inter-
view with him and plugged it into
our creative minds to come up
with something that would surely
wow.”

The holiday decor will be cre-
ated to reflect the personality and
spirit of each child. “My patient
artist, Savannah, inspired my
wreath design for this year’s
event,” said designer Mary
Biletnikoff. “She is a sweet, 6-year-
old girl who loves to draw, make
snow angels and snowmen .... she
celebrates Christmas and loves
Christmas lights,” she said. “My
wreath is named ‘Savannah the
Snow Girl’ and is a modern day

displays, Ashley Greer of Atelier
Ashley Flowers in Alexandria said,
“I have teamed up with a sweet ...
patient to create a classic, wood-
lands-inspired holiday tree ....
Along with my crew of talented
volunteers, we’ve designed dozens
of handmade wreaths that will
adorn the tree along with beauti-
ful glass and felt ornaments ....
This tree will bring our theme —
Over the River and Through the
Woods — to life.”

“We’re inspired by our É patient
partner who loves horses, uni-
corns, magic, pink, and purple,”
added Rachel and Charles Gang of
Helen Olivia Flowers, also in Al-
exandria. “She lives in the coun-
try with her family so being out-
doors is a part of her life. We’re
incorporating nature, plants, and
pastel colors into our enchanted
design.”

Metallic animals, feathers and
other natural elements are what
designer Marika Meyer of Marika
Meyer Interiors and Marika Meyer
Textiles in Bethesda is using to cre-
ate a safari-themed tree. “We’ll
incorporate some my Marika
Meyer Textiles to create the gar-
land and tree skirt using a custom
colorway,” she said. “It will be a
festive and fun way to celebrate
the holidays.”

Other designers participating in
Light Up the Season who are in the
area include Lauren and David
Liess of Lauren Liess in Great Falls,
Wendy Danziger of Danziger De-

take on the traditional snowman. I chose this theme
because girls need to grow up knowing that they are
strong, kind, smart and creative just like my patient
artist.”

“My patient partner loves fun, color and sparkle,
so we created a vibrant wreath that reflects her per-
sonality,” said Wendy Danziger of Danziger Design
in Bethesda.

From traditional colors to hues that stretch the
imagination, ideas for creating festive designs will
abound at year’s event, says Biletnikoff. “I hope that
visitors will be inspired to incorporate some fun and
lightheartedness in their own home,” she said. “If
you are decorating for the holidays, I want people to
consider elements that make them smile and maybe
even chuckle. Design is about incorporating what you
like, not what you think you should have.”

sign in Potomac, and Sascha Roth of Urban Country
in Bethesda.

All of the holiday trees, mantelpieces, wreaths,
menorahs and artwork on display will be available
for purchase. Proceeds benefit Children’s National.
Light Up The Season will be on Sunday, Dec. 16,
from 12-4 p.m. at Four Seasons Hotel Washington,
D.C. Family activities include holiday cookie deco-
rating, ornament making, musical performances and
visits from Santa. Tickets for the event are $50 per
child 16 and under, $85 per adult for the family and
$250 per family of four (two adults and two chil-
dren 16 and under).

For more information, including how to purchase
tickets and how to be a sponsor, go to
childrensnational.org/lightuptheseason or email
lightuptheseasondc@gmail.com.

Sunday, Dec. 16, from 12-4 p.m.
Four Seasons Hotel Washington, D.C.
For more information and tickets visit:
childrensnational.org/lightuptheseason or
email lightuptheseasondc@gmail.com.

Details
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Fall meeting materials will be available at:
http://www.ctb.virginia.gov/planning/fallmeetings/ beginning October 15, 2018.   

*Please note that these dates have been changed from previous listings.

Comments will be accepted until December 13, 2018. 

The Commonwealth is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, 

Public Meetings
Fall Transportation Meetings: Updated Schedule

You are invited to participate in public meetings held by the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board. The meetings will begin with an open house followed by a public comment period. At the 
open house you can learn about various transportation initiatives, as well as Virginia’s project 
prioritization process (SMART SCALE), Virginia’s Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program, and the VTrans Multimodal Transportation Plan. Representatives from the Office of 
Intermodal Planning and Investment and Departments of Transportation and Rail and Public 
Transportation will be in attendance to highlight their transportation programs and discuss 
your ideas and concerns about Virginia’s transportation network. The open house will be 
followed by a public comment period, where you can provide comments about the various 
initiatives. Comments will be accepted at the meeting and may also be submitted via email or 
online at www.CTB.Virginia.gov.

Updated Schedule: Area Public Meetings will be held at the dates, 
locations and times listed below:

Wednesday, November 28, 
2018 at 5:30 p.m.* 
NOVA District Office 

Potomac Conference Room 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

Thursday, November 29, 
2018 at 4 p.m.* 

Fredericksburg District 
Office Auditorium 
86 Deacon Road 

Fredericksburg, VA 22405 

If you cannot attend a meeting, you may 
send your comments on highway projects 
to Infrastructure Investment Director, VDOT, 
1401 E. Broad St., Richmond, Virginia 23219, 
or Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov.

You may send comments on rail, public 
transportation, and transportation demand 
management to Public Information Officer, 
DRPT, 600 E. Main St., Suite 2102, Richmond, 
Virginia 23219, or DRPTPR@drpt.Virginia.gov.

From Page 5

News

sation of hostilities between the
Allied nations and Germany went
into effect ending “the war to end
all wars.” He told how in 1938
Nov. 11 became a legal holiday in
the United States called Armistice
Day, meant to honor veterans of
World War I but at the urging of
veteran service organizations af-
ter World War II, the 83rd Con-
gress struck out the word ‘Armi-
stice,’ replacing it with the word
‘Veterans.’

“November 11th became a day
to honor American Veterans of all
wars,” said Thompson.

GUEST SPEAKER, Col. Edwards
shared stories with the assembled
crowd which illustrated “all the
incredible things that your current
Veterans across the armed forces
are doing to protect this nation
across a spectrum of conflict, from
major combat operations to sup-
porting our civil authorities back
here in the homeland.”

Edwards told how when he ar-
rived at Fort Riley in 1991, he was
led by Veterans of Operation
Desert Storm who recounted their
experiences describing the rapid
pace that the joint team was able
to defeat the Iraqi Army. “I was
impressed by their confidence,
their competence and proud to be
among them. We came out of that
engagement to a time of relative
peace.” He noted how they would
become the bedrock of a genera-

tion of veterans that would lead
the United States in its next time
of conflict, a decade later.

9/11 was a different threat than
Desert Storm. Edwards said it
didn’t adhere to laws of armed
conflict. Instead it “drew its
strength and sanctuary behind ci-
vilian populations.” He related
how he watched the 75th Ranger
Regiment depart darkened air-
fields to conduct one of the first
airborne operations in Afghani-
stan. “These talented individuals
pursued our terrorist foes across
Afghanistan and Iraq É They were
and are highly proficient.”

Edwards narrated how the con-
flicts in Afghanistan and Iraq re-
quired adaptation in general pur-
pose forces. Veterans “became
masters of counter-insurgency op-
erations, by gaining the confidence
and trust of the civilian population
to displace threats and eliminate
support. É Savvy, young lieuten-
ants and sergeants first class were
responsible for areas of operations
that would have been covered by
colonel to general officer level
commanders in previous wars. É
These Veterans were amazing
problem solvers, able to bridge
cultural and language barriers, un-
derstand context and demonstrate
incredible levels of critical think-
ing,” he said.

Edwards described times when
threats come in different forms,
like natural disasters. He cited how
Veterans who have served in con-
flicts, both active service and Na-

Veterans Honored

 Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

Lisa Merkel, Mayor Town of Herndon at 2018 Veterans
Day Observance: “Herndon is grateful for the sacrifices
our men and women in uniform have made, and we will
continue to recognize our Veterans at every opportunity.”

tional Guard, perform amazingly
in support.

“In the past two hurricane sea-
sons, we have seen the devastat-
ing power of these storms and the
fantastic work that our service
members perform to assist our
nation’s first responders in restor-
ing safety and stability to our lo-
cal communities. É I can’t tell you
how much I appreciate the capa-
bility of our armed forces and how

proud I am to serve among them.”
Following his remarks, Edwards

and Thompson laid memorial
wreaths at the foot of the
Herndon’s Veterans Memorial, a
tall grey obelisk that is the half-
size replica of the famous Herndon
monument at the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy in Annapolis, Md.

IN CLOSING REMARKS, Th-
ompson thanked leaders and or-

ganizations for their support and
invited them to the Municipal Cen-
ter where the Herndon’s Woman’s
Club would be serving refresh-
ments.

Thompson also reminded all
that Wreaths Across America is
Dec. 15. There would be a Na-
tional Remembrance Ceremony at
Chestnut Grove Cemetery in
Herndon followed by wreaths laid
at the 700 plus Veteran graves.
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. Through Nov. 24, gallery

hours at Greater Reston Arts Center,
12001 Market St., Suite #103,
Reston. The Greater Reston Arts
Center (GRACE) presents Green is
the Secret Color to Make Gold, a solo
exhibition exploring themes of daily
routine and ritual featuring new
work by DC-based artist Caitlin Teal
Price. Visit restonarts.org.

Trout Fishing at Lake Fairfax.
Through Nov. 25, dawn until dusk, at
Lake Fairfax Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax
Drive, Reston. Purchase daily passes
for adults for $13, seniors 65 and
older at $10 and children are $8 per
day. Only hook and line fishing is
permitted. No trout size limit. Up to
six trout per pass may be kept each
day. All anglers must display their
Virginia Fishing License prior to
purchasing a trout pass. Call 703-
471-5414.

Reston Farmers Market. Open
Saturdays, through Dec. 1, 8 a.m.-
noon at 1609 Washington Plaza N.,
Reston. Fairfax County Park
Authority markets are strictly
producer-only meaning that vendors
must grow or make from scratch
everything they bring to market. Call
703-642-0128 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets.

Crazy 8s Club. Through December at
Reston Regional Library 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Join
Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8s, where you
build stuff, run and jump, make
music and make a mess. Co-
sponsored by the Friends of Reston
Regional Library. Grades K-2. This
STEM program will run on Mondays
at 5 p.m. beginning Monday, Oct. 19.
Register for each session separately,
two weeks in advance, beginning
Oct. 1. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/ or call 703-689-2700.

Winter Wonderland Ice Skating.
Public skating every day and
extended hours for all Holidays,
through March 10, hours vary at
Reston Town Center Ice Skating
Pavilion. The skate shop is stocked
with over 500 pairs of skates ranging
from size 8 toddler through men’s
size 13, in both figure and hockey
styles. Visit restontowncenter.com/
amenities/ice-skating.

The Elden Street Tea Shop.
Saturdays in ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center St., Herndon. Sip tea and
enjoy a variety of locally made snacks
and pastries while enjoying the latest
art installations in the gallery. Visit
www.eldenstreettea.com.

FRIDAY/NOV. 16
Accidental Red Jazz. 6-9 p.m. at Cafe

Montmartre, 1625 Washington Plaza
Lake Anne, Reston. Accidental Red is
a five-member band from Northern
Virginia with a focus on jazz
standards and includes a repertoire
of popular songs, show tunes, and
blues. Kathy Farmer (vocals), Karin
Slawinski (sax and flute), Zenon
Slawinski (piano/accordion), Charlie
Olson (bass), and Ron Mangas
(drums). $10. Call 703-904-8080 or
visit cafemontmartre.com/
entertainmentsevents.html.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/NOV. 16-18
“The Diary of Anne Frank.” Friday-

Saturday, 7-9 p.m.; Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
at Herndon High School’s Black Box
Theater (Room #175), 700 Bennett
St., Herndon. Join Herndon High’s
Advanced Theatre students as they
present an intimate portrait of a
young Jewish girl who comes of age
during one of the most horrendous
times in modern history — The

Holocaust. Special guests will lead
engaging discussion after
performances. Parental guidance
recommended, contains violence and
mature themes. $5/student; $10/
adult at herndondrama.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 17
Porcupine’s Pie! 11 a.m. at Scrawl

Books, 11911 Freedom Drive, Reston.
Author Laura Renauld joins us for a
Saturday morning story time to read
her first children’s book, Porcupine’s
Pie – a perfect read for the season.
Free. Visit www.scrawlbooks.com or
call 703-966-2111.

Lenin, Hitler and Me. 2 p.m. at
Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. Vera Kochansky presents the
autobiography of her father, Boris,
relaying the details of his experience
in the Holocaust. Free. Visit
www.scrawlbooks.com or call 703-
966-2111.

Achievement Week Luncheon. 2
p.m. at The Waterford Fair Oaks,
12025 Lee Jackson Memorial
Highway, Fairfax. Baltimore Ravens
General Manager Ozzie Newsome
will be the guest of honor for the
Omicron Kappa Kappa (OKK)
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s
Achievement Week Luncheon to
recognize individuals at the local and
international level who have
contributed to community uplift.
OKK’s 2018 award recipients are
Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, who
will be honored as Citizen of the
Year; Westfield High School football
coach Kyle Simmons, Sportsman of
the Year, and Reston Chamber of
Commerce President and CEO Mark
Ingrao, who will receive the
Community Service Award. Chapter
award recipients are Gordon Person,
Omega Man of the Year; Earl Smith,
Superior Service, and Roscoe Nance,
Founders Award. Visit www.okk-
ques.org.

Insights: Dorothy Moss. 3-5 p.m. at
Greater Reston Arts Center, 12001
Market St., Suite #103,
Reston.Insights: Featuring Dorothy
Moss, curator of painting and
sculpture and curator of performance
art at the National Portrait Gallery.
Sponsored by Reston Community
Center. Free and open to the public.
Visit restonarts.org.

Herndon Turkey Trot 5K Race. 4
p.m. at Herndon Community Center,
814 Ferndale Ave., Herndon.
Runners and walkers, conquer a fun
5K trail course, which winds around
the Herndon Centennial Golf Course.
Long-sleeved Sport Tek T-shirts
guaranteed to the first 900 pre-
registered runners. Shirts must be
picked up the day of the race. Pre-
registration: $30 for Adults (19 & up)
+ can of food; $20 for Youth (age 18
& under) + can of food; day-of
registration plus $5 for adults.
Registration is currently available at
the Herndon Community Center and
online at herndon-va.gov/events and
www.active.com.

SUNDAY/NOV. 18
Page to Screen Book Club. 4 p.m. at

Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. Readers are invited to join
the first meeting of the Page to
Screen Book Club to discuss the
novel and movie version of The Hate
U Give by Angie Thomas. Free. Visit
www.scrawlbooks.com or call 703-
966-2111.

MONDAY/NOV. 19
Reston Photographic Society. 7:30-

9:30 p.m. in Room 6 at the Reston
Community Center Hunters Woods,
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. The
Reston Photographic Society invites
photography enthusiasts of all skill
levels to attend meetings.
Nonmembers are welcome. Visit
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

TUESDAY/NOV. 20
Live Music: Spook Handy. 7:15 p.m

at Amphora’s Diner Deluxe, 1151
Elden St., Herndon. Spook Handy
continues to bring the passion,
purpose, and spirit of the songs of
Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie, and his
own originals to audiences
throughout the U.S. and Canada (and
soon internationally) on his
“Remembering Pete Seeger” and
Album Release Tour. $10 Members,
$11 non-members. Tickets at the
door or contact Dave at
DAHurdSr@cs.com. Call 703-435-
2402 or visit
www.restonherndonfolkclub.com.

THURSDAY/NOV. 21
Get Woke! Book Club. 7 p.m. at

Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. This multi-media club will
discuss books, films and podcasts
related to social issues, and discuss
ways to act on them. Check the
Scrawl website for information on
specific topics to be discussed at the
meeting. Free. Visit scrawlbooks.com
or call 703-966-2111.

SATURDAY/NOV. 23
Holiday Festivities. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. at

Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. Visit the store after the RTC
Holiday Parade for story times at
noon and 2 p.m. reading
“Construction Site on Christmas
Night” and other seasonal favorites.
Crafts and activities throughout the
day. Free. Visit scrawlbooks.com or
call 703-966-2111.

Reston Holiday Parade. 11 a.m.
Reston Town Center launches the
festive season at the annual Reston
Holiday Parade with Macy’s-style
balloons, musicians, dancers, antique
cars, characters, community groups,
dignitaries, special guest emcees, and
much more. The one-of-a-kind, one-
hour, half-mile parade along Market
Street also welcomes the arrival of
Santa and Mrs. Claus in a horse-
drawn carriage. The Clauses will
return for the Fountain Square Tree
Lighting and Sing Along at 6 p.m.
Afterwards, on Market Street, horse-
drawn carriage rides continue until
10 p.m. Proceeds for the photos and
rides benefit local charities. Visit
restontowncenter.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 24
Small Business Saturday

Celebration. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. at
Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. Special author presentation
at 2 p.m. Authors will visit hroughout
the day to sign books; and make
recommendations for great reads and
gifts. Author Meg Keeshon McGovern
will host a presentation and signing
of her non-fiction book, We’re Good:
The Power of Faith, Hope and
Determination, an inspiring story
about a teenage athlete whose life
changed instantly when he dove into

a sandbar at the beach and became
paralyzed. Free. Visit
www.scrawlbooks.com or call 703-
966-2111.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 28
The Wednesday Morning Book

Club. 10 a.m. at Scrawl Books,
11911 Freedom Drive, Reston. The
Wednesday Morning Book Club
focuses on the intersection of past
and present. They will be discussing
the novel, Desert Queen: The
Extraordinary Life of Gertrude Bell by
Janet Wallach. Free. Visit
www.scrawlbooks.com or call 703-
966-2111.

THURSDAY/NOV. 29
Girl Power! Book Club. 7 p.m. at

Scrawl Books, 11911 Freedom Drive,
Reston. Readers between the ages of
10-12 are invited to join author
Katherine Marsh, for a discussion of
her new novel, Nowhere Boy. Free.
Visit www.scrawlbooks.com or call
703-966-2111.

SATURDAY/DEC. 1
Jingle on the Lake. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at

Lake Anne Plaza. Enjoy making an
ornament, decorating a cookie, the
Lake Anne ES choir and holiday
music. Santa and his elves arrive by
boat and paddle board at noon.
Children can have their photo taken
with Santa – he stays until every little
child receives their turn. Call 703-
582-6475.

Holiday Artisan Market. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center St., Herndon. As part of the
Homes Tour in Herndon ArtSpace
Herndon presents some of the area’s
finest Artisans. Bring that holiday
shopping list. Visit
www.artspaceherndon.org or call
703-956-6590.

Monster Drawing Rally. 10-5 p.m. at
GRACE, 12001 Market St., Suite 103,
Reston. Join the Greater Reston Arts
Center (GRACE) and artists from
across Virginia, Maryland, and D.C.
for a live drawing event and
fundraiser. As the works are
completed, they will be hung on the
wall and available for purchase at
$75 each. If more than one person
wants to purchase the same artwork
there will be a draw of cards to
determine the winner. Call 703-471-
9242 or visit restonarts.org.

Holiday Gift Shopping Event &
Reception. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at RCC
Lake Anne, 1609-A Washington Plaza
N., Reston. During the 20th Annual
Gifts from the HeART Exhibit, a
benefit for Cornerstones, artists in
the Jo Ann Rose Gallery will display
and sell original works of art in
mediums like watercolor, oil, acrylic,
mixed media, collage, photography,
and fiber from Nov. 26 to Jan. 7.
Free admission. Visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com/
attend-shows-events-exhibits/
exhibits-and-galleries.

Winter Holiday Open House. 12:30-
4:30 p.m. at Herndon Fortnightly
Library, 768 Center St., Herndon.
ArtSpace Herndon will provide free
crafts and entertainment for the
Herndon Fortnightly Winter Holiday
Open House. Visit for music,
children’s crafts, light refreshments,
and a visit with Santa. All ages. Free.
Call 703-437-8855 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/herndon-fortnightly.

The Wonder of the Season. 4:30
and 7:30 p.m. at Reston Community
Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. Experience The Wonder of
the Season with musical offerings
from The Reston Chorale, members
of Washington Symphonic Brass and
tenor Timothy King. Tickets at
www.RestonChorale.org or 703-476-
4500, ext. 3.

Battery Heights at Dawn, Manassas

Photography Exhibit: ‘National Parks and National Treasures’
Photographer Jim Schlett, selected as the Artist-In-Resident (AIR) at four locations of the National Park Service in 2018,

will be having a solo exhibition called “National Parks and National Treasures.” Through Jan. 5, gallery hours at ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon. An opening reception is planned for Saturday, Dec. 8, 7-9 p.m. Visit
www.artspaceherndon.org or call 703-956-6590.



Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  November 14-20, 2018  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

T
he Fairfax County Park Author
ity and the Friends of Frying
Pan Park created the perfect
marriage of musical genre and

venue when they produced The Bluegrass
Barn Series in the park’s renovated his-
toric dairy barn at 2739 West Ox Road,
Herndon. “The nice thing about the venue
and genre of music is they have a shared
history,” said Yvonne Johnson, manager
at Frying Pan Farm Park, before the start
of the Sunday, Nov. 4 concert by “The Gina
Furtado Project.”

Beside her stood Volunteer Artistic Direc-
tor Steve Johnson. Johnson is in charge of
locating the best music possible to go with
the outstanding venue. He explained that
the barn’s period of significance overlaps
that of the DC area’s vibrant bluegrass scene
during and after the war years of the 1940s
when workers from southern and mountain
regions migrated to the region to support
the war efforts. They brought with them
their music and talents which influenced the
bluegrass’ early heritage. “A mix of Scotts
Irish string band music and American
Blues,” Johnson said.

Delores and Pat Heidenthal of Ashburn
sat inside the performance space before the
concert eating BBQ and slices of home-
made desserts available on site along with
beer and wine. “The food is homemade,
and it tastes so good, “ said Pat.  “I got a
second piece of cake, and the BBQ needs
no sauce.” Asked why they came to the
concert, Delores replied, “We like Gina who
plays with the band ‘Chris Jones and the
Night Drivers,’ and we heard her solo al-
bum ‘True Colors.’”

At 7, acclaimed singer-songwriter Gina
Furtado, a nominee for the International
Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) Banjo
player of the year and titled “absurdly tal-
ented banjoist” by “Bluegrass Today”
stepped to the stage along with the other
members of the “The Gina Furtado Project,”
her younger sister, Malia on fiddle, Marshall
Wilborn on bass and  Corey Wells on gui-
tar. Gina performed her innovative contem-
porary twist to banjo playing accompanied
by the other musicians who showed off their
instrumental virtuosity. The audience ap-
plauded wildly. “It was a great audience to
play for. They were so attentive and clearly
loved the music and are supporters of LIVE
music,” said Furtado.

Given the venue’s easy accessibility from

the Silver Line Wiehle-Reston East Metro Sta-
tion via a 10-minute ride-hailing service, the
regional bluegrass community can plan to
attend any of the select Sunday performances

now through April. For more information
check the website   www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/frying-pan-park/bluegrass-barn.

Concert Series Continues at the Frying Pan Farm Park
Perfect marriage of
venue and genre.

Before the concert, Delores and Pat
Heidenthal enjoy dinner at The
Bluegrass Barn at Frying Pan Farm
Park eating BBQ and slices of
homemade desserts available on
site along with beer and wine.
“The food is homemade, and it
tastes so good, “ said Pat.

The Gina Furtado Project plays during the 2018-2019 Bluegrass Barn
Series at Frying Pan Park. “The audience clearly loved the music and are
supporters of LIVE music,” said singer-songwriter and acclaimed banjo
player, Gina Furtado, named a nominee for the International Bluegrass
Music Association (IBMA) Banjo player of the year,
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FOOD DRIVES
Food for Fines. Nov. 1-30. Fairfax County Public

Library will be hosting a food drive called “Food
for Fines.” Canned goods and other non-
perishable items collected during the drive will be
donated to Food for Others, a not-for-profit food
pantry and food rescue operation that serves
Fairfax County. Each item donated will erase $1
from a patron’s overdue fines up to a maximum
of $15. Customers may donate even if there are
no fines accrued. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/food-fines for more.

THROUGH DECEMBER
White House Ornaments. Assistance League of

Northern Virginia has begun its annual
fundraising sale of White House Ornaments. The
2018 ornament honors Harry S. Truman,
highlighting changes made to the White House
during his administration. One side features the
Truman Balcony and the reverse features the
Blue Room. Assistance League is an all
volunteer, non-profit organization. Proceeds
benefit our community-based programs that
support local low income children. $22 (+
shipping if mail delivery required). Email
burgessgl@verizon.net or visit www.alnv.org.

DONATION REQUEST
Support Reston Historic Trust & Museum.

The Reston Historic Trust & Museum has
launched a GoFundMe campaign with the goal
to raise $15,000 to go towards the repair,
cleaning, and reinstallation of icons on the
façade of the former Lakeside Pharmacy, an
original Lake Anne Plaza store, in a new
permanent exhibit. The new exhibit will be
unveiled during Reston’s annual Founder’s Day
event, April 6th, 2019. Read more about their
history and donate at www.gofundme.com/
preserve-lakeside-pharmacy-icons to assist in
their preservation. Thank you for your help!

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 14
Grants Workshop for Artists. 11:30 a.m.-1

p.m. at Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7585 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. ARTSFAIRFAX will host a
free workshop on how to apply for Artist Grants
which support and encourage Fairfax County’s
artists in all disciplines. Artist Grants recognize
professional working artists’ achievements and
their demonstrated history of accomplishments
and they promote artists’ continued pursuit of

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin,  Page 11
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A
fter taking down the American Flag follow
ing a Veterans Day display or if flown year-
round in service of tribute take a second look

at it. This year’s heavy rains and winds may have
taken a toll on Old Glory, tattering its edges and fad-
ing colors. Bob Thompson, 1st Commander of the
Wayne M. Kidwell American Legion Post # 184
Herndon/Reston shared how to dispose of an unser-
viceable American Flag properly. “What is recom-
mended for folks seeking to destroy flags that are no
longer serviceable is that they seek out an American
Legion Post, VFW Post or their local Boy Scout Troops
before doing anything themselves. Our Post, (the
American Legion Wayne M.Kidwell Post #184
Herndon/Reston) has a collection box for folks to
deposit non-usable flags, which we then burn at a

ceremony prescribed by The American Legion. We
also have had several Eagle Scout Projects that cen-
ter around the proper disposal of flags… In all flag
disposal ceremonies, all flags are given the proper
respect they deserve and are carefully handled
throughout the process,” said Thompson.

Local collection drop boxes for used American
Flags:

❖ All Fairfax County Police stations including
Reston District at 1801 Baron Glen Drive

❖ The Wayne M. Kidwell American Legion Post #
184 meeting at the Herndon Moose Lodge at 779
Center Street has a flag drop box out front.

❖ Fairfax Government Center located at 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, has a new flag
disposal box located near the main information desk.

❖ Flag disposal boxes are now located at the I-66
Transfer Station and I-95 Landfill Complex and are
available during residential hours.

After taking down the American Flag
following the Veterans Day display or if
flown year-round in service of tribute take
a second look at it. If worn, dispose of an
unserviceable American Flag properly.

Fairfax County announced the Fairfax
Government Center located at 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, has
a new flag disposal box located near the
main information desk.

Is Your American Flag Worn?
Reston, Herndon and Fairfax County offer
collection drop boxes for unserviceable flags.
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O
n Oct. 8, The Closet of the Greater Herndon
Area, Inc. recognized two employees for
completing 25 years of service. Diem Tran

and Lien Tran began working at The Closet on Sept.
15, 1993.  Each of these staff members received a
certificate, service pin, gift card, and letter of appre-
ciation for their support, commitment and dedica-
tion to The Closet. President of the Closet’s Board of
Directors, Gene Wiley, thanked these employees for
their hard work and dedication to The Closet. Hav-
ing the support of committed staff and volunteers is
what allows The Closet to serve the greater Herndon
Community.

The Closet is a faith-based nonprofit thrift shop
that annually gives away nearly $50,000 in clothing
and necessities to social service agency-referred cli-
ents. In addition, The Closet has donated more than
$3 million to the community in the form of grants
and scholarships since its founding in 1974. For more
information about The Closet, see the website, http:/
www.theclosetofgreaterherndon.org/

From lef, Diem Tran, Gene Wiley, and
Lien Tran.
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The Closet Recognizes
25-Year Employees
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The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Now that I’m back to every-three-week-che-
motherapy infusions, getting through the “holi-
day” season becomes very tricky. One week delay 
due to unacceptable lab results can have a cas-
cade effect on one’s ability to spread any cheer. 

And given that I’m scheduled to be infused 
rather aggressively, a direct result of tumor growth 
indicated on my most recent CT scan, delaying an 
infusion to accommodate my non-chemotherapy 
schedule seems like a non starter. After all, we’re 
trying to keep me alive here. 

Therefore, it seems counter-intuitive almost to 
push my treatment ahead one or two weeks just 
so I can enjoy a Thanksgiving turkey.

In the scheme of things, enjoying a meal pales 
in comparison to enjoying a life. And shrinking 
and/or stabilizing tumors trumps mashed potatoes 
and gravy. Missing a festive occasion/not being 
able to taste/eat anything is much less important 
than beating back my sworn enemy: cancer. 

However, considering the unpredictability 
of my actually-receiving-chemotherapy on the 
two scheduled infusion dates before Christmas: 
11/16/18 and 12/7/18, and the effect of resched-
uling one or the other by one or two weeks, 
depending on lab results, gives pre-holiday 
chemotherapy infusions a bad name and an even 
worse connotation. 

The patient (in this context, me), is either 
damned if you do (side effects) and/or damned if 
you don’t (tumor growth, potentially). I need way 
more than a Festivus miracle. 

To invoke Tiny Tim, I need to tiptoe through 
the tulips, so to speak; to have my chemotherapy 
infusions allow me to eat/satiate my meals, travel 
when necessary without having to double-back 
for chemotherapy (yes, my infusion center is open 
on Friday, Nov. 23, as well as the day before 
Christmas and the day after, with their schedule 
repeating itself for New Year’s) and navigate an 

be capped off by a Jan. 2 CT scan followed up by 
a Jan. 11 face-to-face appointment with my on-
cologist to discuss the results of the January scan. 

I can hardly wait. Although I have to, and of 
course, think about the what-if constantly.

Nearly two months of scheduling twists and 
turns impacting one’s quality of life during the 
most stressful time of the year: Thanksgiving 
through New Year’s followed by learning one’s 
fate: stay the course or as Yogi Berra said: “Come 
to the fork in the road and take it.” And if I do 
take it (Immunotherapy), it won’t simply be 
the road less traveled, it will be the road never 
traveled – by me. Although many other cancer 
patients have blazed the trail, the prospect of 
yours truly blazing the next trail (line) scares me, 
hopefully not to death.

It might not be so bad – and extremely per-
sonal, if my best friend’s wife hadn’t succumbed 
to her lung cancer within a year or so after being 
prescribed one of the drugs that my oncologist 
and I have discussed if my next scan continues to 
show tumor growth. 

I get so emotional at the mere mention of the 
drug that I can’t even pronounce it through my 
tears. So my oncologist knows my preference 
and he’s content to respect my wishes especially 
considering that according to his experiences, the 
drugs are fairly similar in their effect/success. 

me in a positive frame of mind is the goal. But 
I’m getting way ahead of myself here; it’s only 
November. This discussion won’t occur for almost 
nine weeks, Jan. 11, 2019.

The only problem is, the next nine weeks 
present challenges unlike any similar period 
during the year. Throw in a few lab tests, a couple 
of chemotherapy infusions, a diagnostic scan and 
a few weeks to wait for all of it to shake out and 
what you’re left with is your life hanging in the 
balance and death rearing its ugly head. 

“Cancer sucks” – especially during the holi-
days.

Airing of a 
Grievance

From Page 9

their creative work. RSVP by Monday, Nov. 12
to grants@artsfairfax.org.

THURSDAY/NOV. 15
Weekend Food for Kids. 10-11:30 a.m. at

Dominion Energy, 3072 Centreville Road,
Herndon. Assistance League of Northern
Virginia, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization,
invites community members to help pack food
for its Weekend Food for Kids program. This
critical program provides nonperishable food
over the weekend to children who receive free
or reduced-price meals during the school year at
Title I schools in Fairfax and Prince William
Counties and the City of Alexandria. Arrive at
9:30 to help with setup. Email
philanthropy@alnv.org or visit www.alnv.org

FRIDAY/NOV. 16
Jack’s Brain, Jill’s Brain: Gender

Differences and Why They Matter. 10
a.m.-noon at Dunn Loring Center for Parent
Services, Entrance 1, Room 100, 2334 Gallows
Road, Dunn Loring. This workshop will highlight
the rapidly emerging research on how the brains
of females and males are developmentally,
structurally and functionally different. Learn
how the practical application of this research
can provide behavioral and emotional
interventions to both boys and girls. Call 703-
204-3941 or visit www.fcps.edu/resources/
family-engagement/parent-resource-center.

MONDAY/NOV. 19
Ethics Day. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at Sheraton Reston

Hotel, 11810 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Reston Chamber is in its 26th year producing
Ethics Day in conjunction with South Lakes High
School. More than 70 volunteers from the
business community will serve as table leaders
facilitating a small group of 8-10 students
through real life scenarios and promote vibrant
discussion. Business leaders who view ethical
behavior as an integral business value, are asked
to consider sponsoring this event. Visit
www.restonchamber.org/events/details/2018-
ethics-day-5164 to register.

MONDAY/NOV. 26
Medicare 101. 10-11:30 a.m. at Reston

Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. Learn the facts about health insurance
for older adults. Registration required, call 703-
531-2905, TTY 711. Find out more at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/OlderAdults and click
on Insurance Counseling-VICAP.

THURSDAY/NOV. 29
Dyslexia Open House. 10 a.m.-noon at Dunn

Loring Center for Parent Services, 2334 Gallows
Road, Entrance 1 – Room 100, Dunn Loring.
Join the FCPS Office of Special Education
Instruction and the Parent Resource Center for
the 4th Annual Dyslexia Open House. Meet
Carrie Leestma, FCPS dyslexia specialist, browse
exhibit tables, and learn about next steps for
FCPS students with dyslexia. Free to parents,
educators and community members. Call 703-
204-3941 or visit www.fcps.edu/resources/
family-engagement/parent-resource-center for
more or to register.

Victims in Media. 7-8:30 p.m. at Herndon
Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St., Herndon.
Dr. Karen Bune of GMU discusses crime victims
in the media and ways to disseminate news
without negatively impacting victims, survivors,
confidentiality, and the course of an ongoing
investigation. Free. Call 703-437-8855 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events for more.

FRIDAY/NOV. 30
Portrait of an ADHD Graduate. 10 a.m.-noon

at Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services, 2334
Gallows Road, Entrance 1 – Room 100, Dunn
Loring. This workshop will highlight the
strengths and challenges of students with
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, the
effectiveness of parenting as a consultant, and
more. Information and ideas for parents of
children of ALL ages. Free to parents, educators
and community members. Call 703-204-3941 or
visit www.fcps.edu/resources/family-
engagement/parent-resource-center for more or
to register.
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News

Herndon Town councilmember-elect
Cesar A. Del Aguila, nearly one week af-
ter the Nov. 6, 2018 General & Special
Elections during which Town of Herndon
voters cast votes for Mayor and Town
Councilmembers, said:

“In the interest of moving forward,
Signe Friedrichs, Sheila Olem and I have
decided to set aside the civil lawsuit
against Grace Cunningham for Malicious
Prosecution.”

Del Aguila said, “I plan on saying this
tomorrow night at the Herndon Town
Council Public Session during comments
from the audience.” He permitted the
Connection to publicly release his state-
ment as quoted before the Public Session

to be held at 7 p.m. in the Herndon Council
Chambers Building.

On Sept. 24, 2018, he and then incum-
bent Herndon councilmembers Friedrichs
and Olem also running for seats on the
Herndon Town Council filed a Complaint
against incumbent councilmember
Cunningham also seeking a seat on the
Herndon Town Council. The Complaint
stated “Malicious Prosecution” with dam-
ages of $150,000 sought.

The Complaint claimed that in the sum-
mer of 2018 on different dates,
Cunningham filed three complaints with the
Virginia Board of Elections under Virginia
Code 24.2.956, Stand by Your Ad law
against Friedrichs, Del Aguila and Olem.

The Complaint alleged that Cunningham
claimed there was no identification of
whose campaign committee paid for and
authorized a palm or  “grip card” for
Friedrichs; there was no campaign commit-
tee named “Friends of Cesar;” Del Aguila
had not filed required campaign finance
disclosure reports; and that Olem handed
out grip cards entitled, “Moving Herndon
Forward” at a meeting of the Dranesville
Magisterial District Democratic committee.

All three cases came before the Virginia
State Board of Elections on September 20,
2018, and were summarily dismissed by the
Board. On Tuesday, Sept. 25, Lisa C. Merkel,
Mayor of Herndon, Vice Mayor Jennifer
Baker and Herndon Town Councilmember

William McKenna received subpoenas to
be deposed. On Oct. 19, Fairfax County
Circuit Court Chief Judge Bruce White
denied Cunningham’s counsel, State Sen.
Chap Petersen motion for dismissal.

The yet still unofficial Fairfax County
Office Election Results as last updated
Nov. 9. 2018 and viewed online for the
six out of six available Herndon Town
Council seats, shows Sheila A. Olem in
first place with 4,288 votes, Cesar A. Del
Aguila in second place with 3,916 votes
and Signe V. Friedrichs in fourth place
with 3,436 votes.

Grace Wolf Cunningham did not win a
seat on the Herndon Town Council re-
ceiving 2,702 votes.

—Mercia Hobson

Civil Lawsuit Against Herndon Town Councilmember to be ‘Set Aside’

By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

T
he new Herndon Giant
grocery store in Village
Center at Dulles, 2425

Centreville Road, opened to the
public on Friday, Nov. 9, replacing
a nearby older Giant store. At its
Grand Opening and Ribbon Cut-
ting Ceremony, Giant Food District
Director Jeff Lewis and Store Man-
ager AJ Rashad cut the purple rib-
bon for store 2746 followed by the
honor of presenting five donation
checks of $1000 each.

Three Herndon-related charities
each received a $1000 donation as
did Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
and Police Departments: LINK,
Inc., supplying emergency food to
people in need; Cornerstones, pro-
moting self-sufficiency by provid-
ing support and advocacy for those
in need of food, shelter, affordable
housing, quality childcare, and
other human services; and
Herndon Children’s Center, offer-

ing the community a positive, nur-
turing environment for children to
learn, play, and grow.

On opening day, store manager
AJ Rashad told the Connection
how the new Giant differs from the
old one. “One thing we are doing
differently is demos seven days a
week. We also have expanded or-
ganic and ethnic produce depart-
ments, twice as much as a regular
Giant,” said Rashad.

Iobal Syad offered samples of
ISWA Halal certified products-
gyro cones, samosas and coco.

Coming into the store and looking
around, Shanthi Sankarapandian
commented, “It’s very nice. The fruits
and veggies look good.” TJ Wilson,
one of the vendors who offered free
samples said, “The fruit sells itself.”

According to the store’s website,
Herndon Giant is opened seven
days a week. Monday- Saturday,
6 a.m. - midnight, and Sunday 6
a.m. - 11 p.m. with the Pharmacy
open all days until 9 p.m. Store
phone is 703-437-3162.

Donates $5000 to local charitable or-
ganizations and Fairfax County Fire
& Rescue and Police Departments.

New Herndon Giant Opens

From left, Giant Food Regional Vice President Robert
Belcher; District Director Jeff Lewis; Battalion Chief
Willie F. Bailey of the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department; Felis Andrade, Director of External Com-
munications and Community Relations; Store Manager
AJ Rashad; and Daniel Wolk, Coordinator of External
Communications and Community Relations; hold the
donation check presented to Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue at the Grand Opening of the Herndon Giant at
2425 Centreville Road.
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By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

I
n Nov. 6, 2018 General & Spe-
cial Elections Town of
Herndon, the current Fairfax
County unofficial election re-

sults show that mayoral incumbent
Lisa C. Merkel received 5,825 votes,
retaining her position for the Jan.
1, 2019 - Dec. 31, 2020 term.
Merkel ran uncontested.

For the six available seats on the
six-member Herndon Town Coun-
cil, incumbent Sheila A. Olem
topped vote-getters with 4,288
votes. Challenger Cesar A. Del
Aguila came in second with 3,916
votes, making him the first Latino
to serve on the Council.

Current Vice Mayor Jennifer K.
Baker tallied 3,479 votes incumbent
Signe V. Friedrichs close behind in
the fourth position with 3,436
votes.

Pradip Dhaka received 3,084
votes. Incumbent William “Bill” J.
McKenna took final seat with 3,069.

Challengers Joseph T. “Joe”
Plummer lost his nearly year-long
bid for a seat on the Herndon Town
Council in a narrow margin of only
22 votes coming in seventh with
3,047 votes.

Three consecutive-term and in-
cumbent Councilmember, Grace
Cunningham lost her seat, trailing
a reported 2,702 votes. Two-time
challenger Roland Taylor came in ninth with 2,508
votes and first-time challenger W. J. “Sean” Kenis Jr.
received 2,199 votes.

The Fairfax County Board of Election unofficially
reported 8,019 votes cast. Voters did not have to vote
for all six seats on the Herndon Town Council, only

Mayor Lisa C. Merkel re-elected; voters oust three-term
Councilmember Grace Cunningham.

First Latino, Nepali Herndon
Town Council Members Elected

 Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

The Herndon Council Chambers will see the first Latino
and first Nepali Town Councilmembers for the Jan. 1,
2019-Dec. 31, 2020 two-year term.

up to six.
The Herndon Town Council is composed of a mayor

and six councilmembers. The mayor-elect and the
top six councilmembers- elect should be sworn in by
Jan. 1, 2019. The current Town Council remains
seated until Dec. 31, 2018.


