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See ‘A Long Time Coming’,  Page 14

See Teacher Pay,  Page 20

See Enrollment,  Page 20

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

T
he public school system
will consider adjusting its
mix of salary and benefits,

in part to improve teacher reten-
tion, administrators told the
School Board on Tuesday, Nov. 13.

“We have a high floor but a low

ceiling — meaning that our first
steps, the bottom of our [pay]
scale, tend to be higher than our
surrounding jurisdictions’, but we
top out sooner than other jurisdic-
tions,” said acting CFO Dominic
Turner.

For a teacher with a bachelor’s

By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

T
he public schools su-
perintendent put for
ward another nearly
half-billion dollar 10-

year capital improvement budget
this year, stemming mostly from
continued capacity needs, but also
in part by creeping non-capacity
costs.

In its budget last year, the city
government committed fully to the
School Board’s 10-year capital re-
quest of $475 million through FY

2028. That represented about a
fifth of the city’s total $2.2 billion
capital outlook — the second larg-
est expenditure category behind
sewers. It also represented at 27
percent increase over the city’s
funding commitment the year be-
fore, and a 73 percent increase
over its commitment the year be-
fore that. However, the School
Board repeatedly cautioned that
last year’s amount, despite the big
bump, wouldn’t cover the full price
tag of deferred maintenance and

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

A
s snow blanketed the Captain Rocky
Versace Plaza, the newly chiseled name
of 1st Lt. Lawrence Lilly was unveiled Nov.

15, bringing to 68 the number of Alexandrians
fallen during the Vietnam War and honored with
a Gold Star at the city’s Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Del Ray.

“This was a long time coming,” said Jim Kurtz,
who served with Lilly in the Army’s 1st Cavalry
Division. “On behalf of his comrades, I am so
thankful to the City of Alexandria for keeping his
memory alive.”

Lilly’s 93-year-old mother, Jeannette Lilly, un-
veiled the Gold Star tribute to her son on the out

POW/MIA Lilly’s name added to memorial.

‘A Long Time Coming’

Gold Star mother Jeanette Lilly, 93, stands near the newly unveiled memorial to
her son, 1st Lt. Lawrence Lilly, at the Capt. Rocky Versace Plaza and Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Nov. 15 in Del Ray.

1st Lt. Lawrence
Lilly, shown in
an undated
photo, was
shot down over
Cambodia in
March of 1971
and is one of
seven
Alexandrians
still considered
a POW/MIA
from the Viet-
nam War. The
Friends of
Rocky Versace
held a cer-
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Page 15

Enrollment growth, cost additions
and increases drive another
big school system CIP.

Nickels and Dimes

Public schools administration
considering decreasing teacher
benefits, increasing pay.

‘Can’t Do It All’

emony Nov.15 to add Lilly’s name to the
memorial plaza in Del Ray.
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Belle View’s Favorite Cobbler
Season After Season

(703) 768-2358
1516 Belle View Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

$5.00 off
Offer expires 12/31/18

Mention this ad and get

Any Shoe Repair

Tuesday to Friday
8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Saturday
8:00 am to 4:00 pm

703-660-6025
www.alexandriamusic.com

1502 Belle View Blvd., Alexandria VA

Hours:
Mon-Fri 10am-9pm

Sat 10-6
Sun 12-5

Make Music This Holiday SeasonMake Music This Holiday Season

Expires 12/31/18

Instruments Sales
10% Off

Bring or Mention this Ad for

Sales • Rentals
Instruction
Repair
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