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By Katie
Lydon,
Grade 11,
Quander
Road School
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AS50CIATES

REALTORS®

It’s beyond selling homes.

When McEnearney Associates was formed in 1980, John McEnearney knew that he wanted to create a firm that went
above and beyond just selling and buying homes for clients... He wanted to give back to the communities that helped grow
the firm to more than 360 Associates today. Every Associate that joins our firm stands behind a brand that invests in the
communities that we live and work in. They are responsible for our enviable reputation. They are McEnearney Associates.

With sincere gratitude, thank you to these organizations and non-profits that we have worked
with to strengthen our communities for the past 38 years.

ACT for Alexandria | Acts of Random Kindness | Alexandria Little League | Alexandria Rotary Foundation | Alexandria Sportsman Club

Boys & Girls Club | Carpenter's Shelter | Center for Alexandria’s Children | Community Lodgings | Garden Club of Alexandria

George Washington Parkway Classic | Historic Alexandria Foundation | Homestretch, Inc | Hopkins House | Lucky Dog Animal Rescue

Maury PTA | Mt Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce | Rebuilding Together Alexandria | Saint Coletta of Greater Washington

SCAN of Northern Virginia | Scholarship Fund of Alexandria | Senior Services of Alexandria | Smithsonian Craft Show

Special Olympics Virginia | Symphony Orchestra League of Alexandria | Tall Ship Providence Foundation | TC Williams Athletic Boosters
The Campagna Center | The Fund for Alexandria's Child | The Twig Historic Alexandria Homes Tour

Old Town Office 109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com @
#WeAreAlexandria
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS GAZETTE

By Norah Emery, Grade 6, Fort Hunt E

By Rachel Jurta, Grade 5, Stratford
Landing Elementary

The Mount Vernon

Children’s Gazette

is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.

A digital version of this publication and 14
sister publications
available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents

For information on advertising email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

For information on local content email
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Christmas Quilt by Everly, 4,
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Day School

Cubist Self-Portrait by Anna
Larson, 12, Grade 7, Alexandria,
Browne Academy

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Mount Vernon Gazette
turns over its pages to the youth and stu-
dents.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to
contribute their words, pictures and pho-
tos for our annual Children’s Issue.

The response, as always, was enor-
mous. While we were unable to publish
every piece we received, we did our best
to put together a paper with a fair sam-
pling of the submitted stories, poems,
drawings, paintings, photographs and
other works of art. Because of the re-

sponse, we will continue to publish more
artwork and writings in January.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2019 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Gazette.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education

and our local schools. As always, the
Gazette welcomes letters to the editor,
story ideas, calendar listings and notices
of local events from our readers. Photos
and other submissions about special
events at schools are especially welcome
for our schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is
e-mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com,
but you can reach us by mail at 1606
King St., Alexandria, VA 22314 or call
703-778-9415 with any questions.

— EDITOR STEVEN MAUREN
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS'

“Whiskers, the Cat” by
Alvin Scoma, 9, Grade 4,
Mr. Rathman’s class,
Washington Mill Elemen-
tary, Mount Vernon.

NDEPEMDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE

By Peter Scoma, 9, Grade
4, Mr. Rathman’s class,
Washington Mill Elemen-
tary, Mount Vernon, in
celebration of Romania’s
100th Anniversary, a
traditional Romanian
custom, “Painting on
Glass,” Romanian Ortho-
dox Christian.

Friends in kindergarten by Isabel Anderson, 5, from
Alexandria, Kindergarten at Hollin Meadows Elementary,

Ms. Wilson.

Christmas
December 26, 1611

Dear Diary,

Yesterday was my family’s very 1st
Christmas here in Jamestown. My fam-
ily and I arrived in May, so it’s been

| about 8 months. Anyway, yesterday we
all gathered around our town Christmas
tree and sang carols. After that, we went
back to our dwelling to receive presents.
We each got 2 presents. I got a corn-
husk doll and a warm blanket. I am the
youngest out of 6, so you can imagine
my presents weren’t the best. For din-
ner, we had my favorite, something we

ENRICHING
LIFE'S JOURNEY

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the
beltway and our nation’s capital. Hermitage
Northern Virginia offers rooftop views of
Washington, D.C. surrounded by seven
acres of beautifully landscaped gardens.
Free yourself from the hassles of home
ownership, and spend time exploring your
passions or finding new ones. At Pinnacle
Living, our team works closely with
residents, families and loved ones to fulfill
our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. We
are here for those who seek independence,
combined with a secure plan for the future.

HERMITAGE

PINNACLE LIVING
5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE % CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019

can only have once a year. We had ham.
We shot a pig and roasted it over a fire
3 months ago. We finally had it all — 6
pieces each — yesterday on Christmas.
So to all a Merry Christmas, and to all a
good night.

Fondly,

Elizabeth

— ELIZA ANDERSON, 9,
FROM ALEXANDRIA
ATH GRADE, HOLLIN MEADOWS
ELEMENTARY, MRS. MCVEICH

A Cinquain Poem

Dunkin’
Slide, Glide
Take a ride
It’s so easy in
Dunktown

— PevyToN COLE, 8
GRADE 2, HOMESCHOOL

Fairy Tales

Fairy tales are real, that’s for
sure

It's the Big Bad Wolf from un-
der the floor

It’s the pitter patter of small feet

When you just can’t get to sleep

Yes, there are fairies

Yes, there is magic

They’ve just been doing the
wrong things

And having the wrong habits

I'll give you a tip

Or two or three

Keep your head down and fol-
low me

— MotLLy CoLk, 10
GRADE 5, HOMESCHOOL

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



F ORT H UNT E LEMENTARY Neigtborhood Friends brawings

from Fort Hunt’s 2nd Grade.

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730

rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com
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B > Season’s
(= Greetings
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During the Holiday Season,

I find myself reflecting on the
past year and on those who have
helped us shape our business.
Thank you for your

continued support.

Wishing you and yours
a Happy Season and

a New Year filled with 3
s R — <& Peace and Prosperity g

By Havana Chapman-Edwards

Rex and Doris Reiley, Liz Reiley, LIS
Kelly Palmer, and Jay Hutton

£

For more information: www.RexReiley.com m
. 2 il ol Each Office Independently Owned and Operated =
By Kyana Canizalez
wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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FORT HUNT ELEMENTARY sttty aniren creenon vty o
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Family Member Portrait by  Self-portrait by Brendan Family Member Portrait by = Family Member Portrait by = Isadora Cabrera-Catacora,
Ben Henry, Grade 1 Holmes, Kindergarten Daphne Zingerline, Grade 1 Delilah Hill, Grade 1 Kindergarten
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Family Member Portrait Family Member Portrait

by Josselyn Moran-Moran, by Leila Espinosa Luna, Family Member Portrait by = Family Member Portrait by = Family Member Portrait by
Grade 1 Grade 1 Tessa Bennet, Grade 1 Tommy Curry, Grade 1 Tori Allen, Grade 1

By Petra
|\ Adonteng

By Thomas
Granieri

! i A O] By Norah Emery, Grade 6,
By Alex Rodriguez By Devin Stanco Fort Hunt Elementary
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By Natnael Wassihun




Brandywine resident since 2014

BRANDYWINE LIVING...
because (Y still need to get off the naughty list

BRANDYWINE LIVING Call Samantha at 703.940.3300 to schedule your visit!
)
at Alexandria 5550 Cardinal Place (next to Cameron Station) Alexandria, VA 22304

2, .--B P s ererp —_ . . : . ’ .
= {#, 4 ‘L_.-/ P /; 2 _/ Our new ..-'ﬂ{ xandria :tfrmmmf{ yis Brandywine Living's :E?rf- luxury, active aging community
with licensed Assisted Living and Memory-Care, visit us at www. Brandycare.com
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FORT HUNT ELEMENTARY

ALEXANDRIA

Giraffe by Lilah Goel, 8, Grade 2
12 '31' 18 at Fort Hunt Elementary, Mrs.
Holland.

For Tickets & Information: www. FirstNightAlexandria.org

Presenting Sponsors

e — e

!'" Seasons by Luke Goel, 6, Grade 1
at Fort Hunt Elementary,

| ™
Srta. Marrer

5
REALTY & MANAGEMENT

providing real estale services for
buyers, sellers, renters & landlords

December Special Offers!

Buyers & Sellers - FREE Home Inspection
or $500 Home Improvement Credit

Landlords - 1 month of FREE property
management w/ annual contract.
Offers expire 1/1/19

Offices in:
e s reson (703) 765-0300

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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FORT HUNT ELEMENTARY

.1 e ;;' (PR REITSSESE NN m s progressive in nature « rigorous by design « welcome to all
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Join us at an open house

still Life Drawing by Ben Briede Design for the Future . X .
Architecture Drawing on our 26-acre Alexandria campus & visit
by Eli Briede our new Arts & Community Center

Sunday, January 13th (2-4 p.m.)
RSVP: 703.329.6968 or
www.burgundyfarm.org/visit

B 1 BURGUNDY

BURGUNDY FARM COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL |

3700 Burgundy Road | Alexandria, VA 22303

Design for the Future Architecture
Drawing by Cassidy Cooper

Still Life Drawing by Danielle Dixon CONGRATU LATIONS STUDENTS
ON YOUR IMPRESSIVE WORK!

1.5
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Design for the Future Architecture

Drawing by Estella Mayhew .' 3 '

__ ~ FONTAINE
| : ‘ . — . ” : SN ((fore e [ocals Eut

Come in and try our Bistro Burger
and check out our NEW MENU
in the New Year!

119 South Royal Street ¢ Alexandria, VA 22314
703.535.8151 ¢ fontainecaffe.com

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE # CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019 < 9

Still Life Drawing by Marisela Martinez Still Life Drawing by Shatoya Stewart
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Kent Mitchell, Grade 3

her, Grade 4
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By Lilly Brady, Grade 4 By Sabine O’Shea, Grade 5 By Avery Garr, Grade 5 By Jack Letcher, Grade 6 By Nate Brennell, Grade 6
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STRATFORD LANDING ELEMENTARY

Submitted by Julia Schickel, Art Teacher.

Submitted by Sharon Burke, Art Teacher.

Iove my Mommy and | can
take care of my brother”
~CYRUS

By Cyrus Fakhori,
Kindergarten

3 y Kaitlyn Hoewing, Grade 2

e i &‘:‘:ﬂ!
By Adam Pedigo, Grade 6 By Maria Blaylock, Grade 3  Grade 5
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By Marcus Rusten, Grade 3



QUANDER RoAD ScHooL

Submitted by art teacher Anne Lewis.
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By Noah Phuong,
Grade 12

By Johnathan Salgado,
Grade 12

By Noah
Phuong,
Grade 12
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HOLLIN MEADOWS

Project Based Learning

The class completed a PBL (Project Based Learning) in
which their mission was to create an interactive ancient Egyp-
tian museum where guests can fully experience what ancient
Egypt was like. Their driving question was: How can you, as
an ancient Egypt museum curator, convince people to visit
your museum.

Their final product: Students used all the information that
they researched and worked on in both art class (10 hours)
and in their classroom, that convinces potential customers to
visit their museum. They had to research the geography of
ancient Egypt; decide on a logo (in hieroglyphics) for their
museum; choose a museum tour guide by researching the gods
and goddesses of ancient Egypt and deciding on one of those
guides; create a restaurant menu consisting of foods that the
ancient Egyptians ate; research the inventions such as paper
(papyrus), 365-day calendar and much more.

The outcome is students gain life-long problem solving
skills, develop a growth mindset, experience a real world oc-
cupation, critically and creatively develop a new ideas,
collaborate with peers, communicate their solution, work on
being goal oriented with a due date and timeline, and still
learn core content.

Serinity
Bokini,
Carys
Schiffer,
Laaibah
Majid and
Jordan
Dillard-
Scott

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Lucas Gabriel, Connor O’Neill, Rodrick Byrd and Gavin Gilley

FLEMENTARY

e EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR

: INDEPENDENT LEARNER
COMMUNITY MINDED CITIZEN
BALANCED INDIVIDUAL

START STRONG. START HERE.

At ACDS, we challenge and inspire students with

a rigorous curriculum in a safe, welcoming, and
Stlld(.'l'lt-ccl'ltt‘r{_'d environment. —rh(_‘ rcsult:
confident, caring, and future-ready community
members who distinguish themselves as
exceptional communicators.

ALEXANDRIA

@] COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
www.acdsnet.org

GRADES K-8

L/_\_.j

MOUNT VERNON

ATHLETIC CLUB
(703) 382-1011
www.mtvac.net

MEMBERSHIP SALE
ONLY $10 Down—510 Your 1st Month!

Alexandria’s Favorite Place for Tennis, Fitness & Fun

_—
=
o
NS

Serinity Bokini (Cleopatra)

Parents were invited, along with many staff members and
other third grade classes, to view student’s commercials.

— DeBI SiTA, 3RD GRADE AAP TEACHER
HoLLIN MEADOWS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Sofie
Werthmann,
Emi Martin
and Lennon
Schiffer

WINTER IS COMING! ASK ABOUT OUR 2018-19 INTERIOR DISCOUNT!
13

MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE <% CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019



Photos of student artwork
submitted by Suzanne Odom.

ST. AIDAN'S EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOO

i L
A | = 1 i _u
Triangle Tree by Grady, 2

Christmas Quilt by Sean, 4

Triangle Tree by Ford, 3 Nativity watercolor by Layah, 5

ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

By Brooke Dunton, Grade 7

By Steven Peguero, Grade 7

By Lauren Oehler, Grade 8

By Marshall Rhodes, Grade 1

By Andrew Talay, Grade 4

BROWNE ACADEMY

: All of this beautiful stuff happens Carols, carols in the air. . . .
Chrlstmas ./ét night éﬂl 1f(ull V\llith lights — JACKIE JONES, 8, ALEXANDRIA Flnal Descrlptlve
Snow coming down, oming dark early. GRADE 3, Ms. LAHA
The sky, & — [LARIA LOCATELLI, 8, ALEXANDRIA Paragraph

People singing,

Tree and houses all decorated.
Christmas is here, a beautiful holiday.
People eating treats,

[ visited the magical Universal Studios, Orlando,
Florida in the summer of 2017. One thing that
made it magical was the Harry Potter virtual real-
ity ride. It’s magical because you have to wear

Grave 3. Ms. Lana - The Seasons

Winter, winter, falling snow.
Spring, spring, flowers grow.

Winter

And skating, sledding.

Everybody meeting each other.

What a great holiday!

The best thing is when

You find presents under your tree.

A sign of Christmas is when it gets cold.
On December 25th

Winter.

Winter, winter, falling snow.

I go wherever you go.

Winter, winter, take me but where.
Oh! Oh! I know!

Take me where the wind blows.

14 % MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE % CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2018-2019

Summer, summer, hot and humid.
Autumn, autumn, cool and windy.
Winter, summer, fall and spring,
Altogether they make the seasons.
— PiPER GuY, 8, ALEXANDRIA

GRADE 3. Ms. LAHA

special 3D glasses to see the characters come to life.
The glasses made me feel like I was in the movie. I
felt like [ was actually traveling with Harry Potter,
and there were moments when I would fly with

SEE BROWNE ACADEMY, PAGE |18
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



GALLERY

Acryllic painting
by Sophia Webster,
13, Grade 7 at Carl
Sandburg Middle
School. Dedicated
in loving Memory
of cousin, Alex
McCrone, 11.

IS k,}tll:'&i‘i fH’I’QTJLic
P L
N s;l‘h Snowman N “ Reindeer by
= = ﬁ'g' bv B | :
{‘ﬂ,"t - by Ben- E Michael
i _E‘ N\ # jamin D = = . Webster,
Y Webster, : a . ‘W Grade 5,
Grade 3, A. @ f Stratford
Fort Hunt : E Landing
Elemen- . ‘ E Elementary.
tary. . :

Manger by Olivia
Webster, Grade 1,
Fort Hunt Elementary.

SHOP LOCAL FIRST

MOUNT VERNON * LEE

Find local businesses at
www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org
703-360-6925

Monthly Networking
Second Thursday Business Breakfast
2nd Thursday of each month
8:00 am to 9:30 am
Belle Haven Country Club

amber

OF COMMERCE

Connecting Business and Community

MOUNT VERNON-LEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
6821 Richmond Highway / Alexandria, VA 223068

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Pood fit for a kmg

on a family budget
DAILY FEATURES FOR EVERYONE!

Monday - 1/2 Price Burger Night

Tuesday - Kids 12 & under Eat Free
with accompanying adult. 1 child per adult.

Wednesday - Roast Turkey Special
Thursday - Lasagna Night
Friday - Fish Fry
Saturday & Sunday - Full Brunch Buffet
with Omelette Station

734 North St. Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

au
k RoyalRestaurantVA.comJ

ALEXANDRIA’S NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT  SINCE 1904

CENECTION
Newspapers & Online

Reaching 15 Markets throughout
Northern Virginia and Potomac, Md

Available
in print and
digital
PDFs
online,
through
email and

social

..........

e
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e ——— e i

visit connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs to subscribe for free

Reaching Suburbian Washinglon's Leading Houssholds

= [l il Mornsion Conmection

5 B
Mewspapers & Onlins » Ao i » Farin S/ Cihond i Donection. = Pt Alrunic:
By Dot » il Fally Connicron = Region Lorstin
T03-778-8431 + Camiow View ks et Cowwairdwn « Spragield Convecton
www Connectonhirapages s, com + Chantily Conmscthon « ol Yermon Geets s VenaaToiaon Comnsctan
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Name: Elsa Murchison !
Grade: Kindergarten _ =

Name: Sam Hole
Grade: Kindergarten

N-ame: Caleb Coates
Grade: Kindergarten

Name: Tessa Chandler
Grade: Kindergarten

Name: Rosie Beggs, Grade: Kindergarten

BROWNE ACADEMY

Name: Eva Albarelli
Grade: Kindergarten

Cubist Self-Portrait by Alex
North, 12, Grade 7, Alexan-
Cupcakes by Emme Guy, 4, Matisse Goldfish by Carter dria
Junior Kindergarten, Alex- March, 6, Grade 1, Alexan-
andria dria

L2

Cubist Self-Portrait by Cubist Self-Portrait by

Brennan Wise, 13, Grade 7, Isabella Bloom, 12, Grade
Alexandria 7, Alexandria

Ceramic Mask by Olivia Ceramic Mask by Dante
Ceramic Mask by Caryn Short, 14, Grade 8, Fort Calandra, 14, Grade 8,
Gardner, 14, Grade 8, Washington, Md. Alexandria

Winter sunset by Grace Laha, 9, Grade 4, Alexandria Arlington
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STRATFORD LANDING ELEMENTARY

Leonardo da Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci, intellectual
inventor or artistic mastermind?
It’s time to explore the truth! I
believe Leonardo da Vinci is a sci-
entist. You may think he is an art-
ist, but really deep down he is an
inventor, and inventors are scien-
tists. Leonardo da Vinci was born
in Vinci, Italy on April 15, 1452.
Leonardo’s father was of royalty
as for his mother, she was a com-
moner. As a kid, Leonardo was an
outcast. Because he had no
friends, Leonardo spent hours ei-
ther drawing or sketching inven-
tions in his journals. Science in-
fluenced all of his artistic sketch-
ing and paintings. Science is re-
quired in art to draw lines, mix col-
ors and so much more!

Later on in Leonardo’s life, he
started really getting interested in
the human body. He wondered
peculiar things that most people
didn’t think about. He wondered
about how things worked and why.
He wondered why the human
body can do such amazing things.

—The Truth

Leonardo got more and more in-
terested in the human body, so
much so that he had the courage
to risk his reputation and dig up
dead bodies. He spent a lot of time
studying cadavers. Because of his
fascination with biological science
he dissected frogs and other dead
organisms too. Leonardo may have
made some risky choices but he
needed to satisfy his curiosity.
Leonardo loved to invent. He in-
vented lots of things we use today.
Leonardo da Vinci created the first
helicopter to actually fly! He also
made the hydraulic press, which
is used in a roller coaster to shoot
you up the first hill. Leonardo in-
vented other things we use in our
everyday lives such as the bike, the
screw, an anemometer and even
humanoid automatons (robots).
Leonardo da Vinci became a fa-
mous person because of his suc-
cessful inventions in science. He
and his inventions were and are
revolutionary. Leonardo da Vinci
really had an impact on our lives.

“Leonardo the Scientist”

We all know Leonardo da Vinci...

or do we?
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Pen and Ink by
Jude Pena, 12

He still impacts our future in many
ways. Without Leonardo da Vinci
we may not have all of these amaz-
ing things in life that we have to-
day. Leonardo da Vinci was a re-
ally superior SCIENTIST who had
very big ideas that made revolu-
tionary inventions.

— LAUREN GORDON,
GRADE G

inventing things like the armored car (the tank as

o> EFENSSHEED

To ApverTISE 1N THIS Parer. CaLe ry Monpay 11:00 am 703-778-0411

Announcements

Employment

MEN'S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

We pay top $ for STERLING,

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnowspapers

Wewasgat § Jries
Th Cemcio i owr Cormmmany

WA QONARESGNNEAVEDIDIT D0

Forget Daily

Commuting

Print and digital media
sales consultant for area's
most popular and trusted
local news source

Manage your own hours from home
Enjoy flexible schedule
ples no daily commute
Help local businesses grow
Unique opportunity to ba a
VoICE i your community
Compatitive compansation

Call Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004

Connection Newspapers & Digital Meadia
Trustod Connection io Local Convmunities

Announcements

Announcemﬂms

“Donate A Boat 2

or Car Today!
BDEIJL/;\I gel

Leonardo da Vinci did a lot of things. He painted the
Mona Lisa and a lot of famous paintings but,
Leonardo d1d not Just paint. Leonardo was also an
= inventor and a scientist. In
my opinion, Leonardo was a
scientist because scientists
invent things. They draw
and even paint. He is obvi-
ously a scientist because he
did everything a scientist
would do. He drew, he
painted, and he invented! All
of this is a part of the scien-
tific process.

Leonardo da Vinci was
pen and nkby 1203 1 o0 A 1
Ruth Bekele, 11 T > ’

was a fine business man
while his mother was a poor peasant girl. His par-
ents didn’t show much affection for him. His father
left Leonardo and his mother to join a more respect-
ful family. Later on, his mother left as well, and gave
Leonardo to his grandparents. They did not show
much affection for him either. Leonardo’s uncle was
the only one that showed some affection towards
him. They would often take walks in the hills cov-
ered with olive trees, and talk about life and enjoy
each other’s company.

Although estranged, Leonardo’s father noticed his
talent for art and sent him to be an apprentice for
Verrocchio. Soon Verrocchio recognized Leonardo’s
talent for art and asked him to draw an angel on
Verecchio’s painting. Leonardo drew an amazing
angel with so much detail it is said that Verrocchio
never picked-up a paint brush again. Verecchio had
an artist’s guild that only his masters could join. Soon,
Leonardo became a master himself and joined the
guild. Leonardo stayed with the guild and even stayed
being a Master for Verecchio for several years.

Leonardo left the guild later in life and being a
master for Verecchio. He went on to paint some of
his own paintings like the Last Supper, and the Mona
Lisa. While Leonardo was painting things he was also

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

we call it today), the parachute, or even the first
movie-type projector. Or he was investigating by do-
ing things like dissecting a bird or a human, to see
how a bird can fly or how a human walks. Leonardo
soon fled Florence and headed to Milan. The duke of
Milan liked to give big parties and had a passion for
art but he was looking for someone to build him a
weapon. Despite his gentleness, Leonardo took the
job.

Leonardo made mortar cannons that shot huge can-
nonballs into the air. Leonardo had ideas he just
couldn’t contain. He was going to make a huge bronze
horse statue—the biggest in the world. But when the
French invaded Milan they used his clay horse sculp-
ture for target practice before it was cast. On May 2,
1519 Leonardo died feeling accomplished and proud.
Leonardo da Vinci helped shape the world.

— Liam Kerr, GRADE G

— CARL SANDBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL—

Dali’s Horseman by Dean McDonnell,
Grade 7 at Carl Sandburg Middle School.
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“2-Night Free Vacation!”
$00-700-BOAT

www.boatangel.com

700 CRIMES ABAINST CHILOREN

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/SUBSCRIBE
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Back to
Abnormal

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Now that the drama of the last five weeks —
and the last three columns — is mostly over, life
can return to its previous/usual ebb and flow of
cancer highs and lows.

For the moment, what | don’t know: the effect
on my “Adam’s Apple” tumor (as | will call it) of
the aggressive, every-three-week-infusion-sched-
ule I've been on since early October, is definitely
not hurting. Though | am under no delusions
about what my next CT scan might show, | also
have no confusion as to the road ahead: stay
positive and remain engaged and live life with
the least amount of focus and conversation on
the dominating fact that | was diagnosed with
an incurable form of cancer: non-small cell lung
cancer, stage 1V, almost 10 years ago. A diagno-
sis which came with a “13 month to two year”
prognosis.

By most accounts, | shouldn’t be writing this
column - or doing anything else for that matter.

I should be somewhere else — doing absolute-

ly nothing, so far as we know, anyway. And |
don’t mean lying on a chaise lounge somewhere
soaking in the local culture as I try not to sunburn
in the midday sun. | mean... well, | presume you
know what | mean.

But here | am, alive and reasonably well; not
boasting, just saying.

Because, as amazingly fortunate as | am to
still be anywhere nearly 10 years post diagnosis,
there’s a part or me that believes not so much
in what I've done to support my chemotherapy/
conventional treatment (non-Western alternatives)
as in thinking I've fallen through some crack
somewhere and have been forgotten by whatever
reaper is sowing these things.

Granted, he/she/it has a lot of work to do and
an incredibly long list to get through; still, as the
centuries have confirmed, eventually, everyone’s
die is cast.

Having survived so long when so few of the
thousands of similarly diagnosed cancer patients
have not, certainly gives this one pause. But the
pause passes quickly and is taken over by positivi-
ty; as in | must remain positive about the negative
and not allow any semblance of “woeing” about
me or moaning and groaning about what I'm able
to do or disabled and unable to do. Never!

I have been given the gift of life and | see no
point in looking that gift-horse in its mouth. It is
my job, if it could even been characterized as
such, to keep my head down and keep moving
forward, figuratively speaking. There is no point
in thinking backwards or wondering who, what,
where, when and how. The point is the future, not
the past.

Unlike the country music song by Tim Mc-
Graw, “Live Like You Were Dying,” | don’t want to
live like I'm dying. | want to live like I'm living. A
living which takes into account the good, bad and
the indifferent.

If I stray from what | perceive to be my usual
path, I will know that I'm doing so for a reason:
cancer.

And since | never want to reinforce a negative,
let alone give it room to roam, | will continue to
try and take it all in stride and be grateful along
the way for the life I've been granted and try not to
weaken in my resolve to not let others be adverse-
ly affected or diminished by my situation.

| pretty much do whatever | want to do any-
way. Though there are many things | can’t do (par-
ticularly, bending), there are still many activities |
am able to enjoy.

To quote Spock from Star Trek: “The good of
the many outweigh the good of the few.” A bit of a
stretch | know, but I hope you get the association.

For me to survive the ordeal of cancer requires
taking the emotion out of it. The highs and lows
must become evens. And the levels and test results
which occasionally have become odds, merely
moments in time and subject to change.

If I am to finish this race, time cannot be of the
essence, time must be what | make of it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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K&D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL [ RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Famity Owned & Operated
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Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
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LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN CONTRACTORS INC
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Ucensed, Insured, Bondad * Free Estlimates = Class A Lic
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BROWNE ACADEMY

FrROM PACE 14

Harry Potter. While in the air my heart was pound-
ing with fear and my hands were sweating. It was
super exciting! Then we rode the Mummy ride. It
was the scariest ride I had ever been on because it
was dark and as fast as a racecar. The coaster shot
up, and it surprised me when it went upside down!
I did not even feel myself go upside down. It was
so much fun though that I went on it twice! At the
end of the day, I knew it had been an epic day.
Universal Studios is the place to be. It was unbe-
lievable!

— LocAN BROOKS

MR. SMITH, ENGLISH BA

Tree

The tree was full of glee.

The ornaments hung,

I took a knee in front to the tree full of glee.
— SAM BIGGINS, 8, ALEXANDRIA

GRADE 3, Ms. LAHA

Introduction to Art

I ask them to draw something
To reach inside their minds,
grab something,

and throw it onto the paper.

I say let your mind go free

To let it run to wherever it pleases
find what it’s looking for,

grab it by the hand,

and bring it to reality.

I want them to find color,

wandering in the darkness of their minds,
and to bring it to the light of the canvas;
to take what doesn’t seem right

and to welcome it into open arms.

But all they want to do
is to worry about the little imperfections
with what they’ve found.

They scrub away at its existence

over and over,

until all that’s left

are the faded marks of mistakes,

and the disappointment

from their failure to make it perfect.
— SOPHIE ATKISSON,I3
GRADE 8, DANIELLE GERBER,

ENcCLIsH TEACHER

Bentley’s Story

Hi!, my name is bentley, and I love food. 'm new
to this world and I'm not sure what everything is.
I think I see blue in the air with white blotches that
my new family calls a sky, something green on the
floor that my new family calls grass, a big yellow
circle in the sky that my family calls the sun, wa-
ter, and food. My family are my people. In my
family someone is called Mom, another is called
dad, the other two people are called Liv and Lilah.
I protect my family from people I don’t know, and
they protect me from people who have lines in their
hands that have smoke coming out of them that my
owners call cigarettes, they also protect me from
something my owners call fires.

I think I'm cute. On second thought, I don’t think
I'm cute. [ know I'm cute! My paws, my face, my
body, the places I sleep, and everything I do is cute!
You can’t blame me. I'm just so cute, like really
cute. Cute as in cuter than a newborn animal or
baby.

I like playing this game with my bright, bouncy
thing that my owners call my red ball. When my
owners go up, then I go up (by the way, it is really
fun). When my owners go down I play with my red
ball. I like sleeping with my owners. I like playing
outside. I like everything except being at home with
no one but my brother, Winston. And I hate rain.
Boy, when I say [ hate rain, I mean I really hate
rain. Rain is like wet stuff coming from the sky
when the sky is grey. My owners say that God is
crying.

— Ouivia Ross, 10
CRADE 5. MR. SMITH
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SPECIAL SAVINGS g

AND

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

4TH FOR $ 1
See Service
Advisor for details.
GOT TIRES?

BCLUDES ROAD HATARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION.

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALIGHNMENT FOR §39.95
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WML LS OMUY COUSR AR E I
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o LR ALNTCBA (P ¥

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

NO
CHARGE

INITIAL DIAGNOSIS

WE WILL RETRIEVE
VEHICLE CODES
& GIVE You

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S i
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SERVICE & PARTS DEPT HOURS: ToyotaCare
Monday - Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm mec=:  CUStOMeErs
Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm Don't Forget Your FREE Service.

irvicaCortis 5,000 « 10,000 + 15,000 20,000 + 25,000

) J3VEARS OF @ Mile Services
I T:?Eﬁl'::ﬁ "fﬂu Hl"E sl-runulv ﬂFH Call your ASM for l:;!éllii 00
‘iduie (S THAT'S EXACTLY WHY WE DON'T! || ToyotaCare Plus *329
3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy * Alexandria, VA 22305 Me=iietas baciichustcld oactclaas
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OIL & FILTER CHANGE 37995 WIPER BLADES A
Includes: Instal Genuing Toyola front beaka pads. $1 o OFF : Uy

$ 95 s 95 inspect front & rear rotors & rums, check lire Check cold cranking amps and visual inspection of
condiion and inspect all hardwars. Pads only battery condition. Includes battery condtion print out,
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Includes: Genuine Toyota ol Mer, 110 5 s o conventonal i, 1= == = = = ' TRUESTART™ BATTERIES
it ) o s, et & o s " VARIABLE DISCOU NT . <naos
N o O A8 v v BT e $15.00 OFF when you spend $100.00- $199.99  4F:1) 99
$30.00 OFF when you spend $200.00 - $299.99 INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
$45.00 OFF when you spend $300.00 - $399.99
ALIGNMENT SPECIAL $50.00 OFF when you spend $400.00 or more
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Includes: 84 month warranty, 24 month free replacement,

24 month fres roadside assistance
Does nol apply ko hybid baftenes.

or 21197 If so, your VA Safety Inspection is now due

VIRGINIA STATE INSPECTION

EEEH O B, Foavr e Oy GO B FEESETED AT T O
K

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Your car's alignment suffers, and can
cause uneven tire wear and steering problems,

INCLUDES: ion, ball joints,
ssrccs renaion s nepessoe. | ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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CHRIS WHITE

71 Homes SOLD in 2018 so far!
Now is the time to call Chris & Peggy White!
Leading the Area in Real Estate. SOLD/V/

LONG &FOSTER

CERSLIES

Considering selling in 2019?

Now is the time to call!

Thank you for another record

breaking year of 71 Homes Sold!

JUST I..IS'I'ED!

8314 Wagun Wheel Dr

Private Dock! | $665,0000

3 level Colonial situated on serene elevated lot
overlooking natural wonderland. Private dock for

your canoe, kayak, or small motor boat! Home

has huge potential & features: 4/5 Bedrooms,
large room sizes, hardwood floors, fully finished
lower level wl outside entrance, sunroom over-

looking creek. Won't find another one like it!

LONG & FOSTER
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« MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE <

8902 Beauchamp Dr.

Mid-century flair! | $550,000
Expanded and updated contemporary on
gorgeous half acre lot near Mt. Vernon Estate.

Fabulous features include: bright open floor plan,

glass window wall, gorgeous hardwood floors on
two levels, and oversize two car garage. Large
deck overlooks private grounds. Freshly painted
interior makes this one move in ready!

CHILDREN'S 8 TEENs' CONNECTION 2018-2019

9112 Volunteer Dr
Westgate Colonial! | $655,000
Exceptionally property! Spacious Colonial in the
Williamsburg tradition featuring premier setting
on large level lot in the desirable Westgate
community near Mt Vernon Estate. Features
include: large room sizes, 2 fireplaces in family
and living room, hardwood floors, two car garage,
& incredible sunroom overlooking rear grounds.

CHRIS WHITE 703.283.9028

www.chrisandpeggywhite.com
chris.white@longandfoster.com

Alexandria/Old Town Historic - 400 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
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