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School Finances:
Affirmation, Caution
Report indicates decreasing
expenditure per student,
widening deficits.
By Dan Brendel
Gazette Packet

he public school division’s
recently released financial
report, including an independent auditor’s evaluation, describes sound accounting, as well
as mixed financial trends and outlooks.
The financial report serves as a
kind of companion to the budget.
Whereas the budget looks forward
to the next fiscal year, the finan-
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By Dan Brendel

ublic school custodians voiced opposition to the privatization of their jobs, as
proposed
in
the
division
superintendent’s operating budget, at
the School Board’s meeting last Thursday, Jan. 24.
Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutching’s proposed FY 2020 operating budget would outsource
44 custodial jobs worth about $1.2 million to private contracting firms.
Custodians say the move will burden their families, and also that the schools will lose the qualitative value of in-house workers.
Jamar Hines told the School Board on Thursday: “I’m a 13-year employee with Alexandria City
Public Schools. … It affects me. I have two boys
that are asthmatic. … I have an 11th grader preparing for college and everything. … By going to
privatizing these schools, … it’s hard as a parent,
… a child can feel when their parent is struggling,
that child is going to struggle. So I just want you
all to understand, we’re more than just custodians. We are fathers, mothers, sons and daughters
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See Privatizing, Page 4

Remembering #81
Campbell, ’71 Titan, dies at 65.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

ulius Campbell, a star defensive lineman who
helped lead the T.C. Williams Titans to the 1971 Virginia
state championship title, died Jan.
25 of organ failure. He was 65.
Campbell had been hospitalized
for several months prior to his
death and former teammates visited him regularly.
“You couldn’t ask for a better
teammate than old # 81,” said
Rusty Reynolds in a Facebook post.
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“I’ll miss him
deeply. The
Titans are
slowly going
to heaven.
God bless
you — see
ya soon love
# 14.”
In 1971,
Campbell
T.C. Williams was newly merged with
Francis C. Hammond and George
Washington high schools and
Photo from Facebook
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first. And we treat those children in those schools
as our own. You might not get that with privatizing.”
Ernest Ward said: “I’ve been an employee for
ACPS for 15 years as a custodian …. I was living
in North Carolina, but the job I had didn’t have
any kind of good benefits. … I came here as a
part-timer, I worked, I was dedicated to the job,
and my principal and my supervisor recommended me for a full-time position at ACPS. … I
have a health condition, so if you cut my job, I
lose my benefits, and I couldn’t afford to buy medication over the counter. … We have families to
provide for, and if we lose our jobs there’s not
guarantee that we could … be employed by another school system, or any other job.”
About two-thirds of the division’s schools use
contracted custodial services, provided by two
firms, SSC and ABM. Transitioning custodial jobs
remaining on the schools’ payroll to contractors
would complete a process intended to be accomplished “through attrition” since 2007, said
Hutchings.
But this proposal departs from the attrition plan
in that current employees cannot finish their careers, says Dawn Lucas, president of the Education Association of Alexandria, a local employee
organization. Also, even if the new contractor(s)
hire the currently school-employees custodians,

See Remembering, Page 3
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Public school custodians gave public testimony and held up “Don’t privatize our
jobs!” signs at last week’s School Board meeting.

cial report evaluates the prior fiscal year.
“The financial statements were
given an ‘unmodified’ opinion,
which is the highest level of assurance that we are able to give,” said
auditor Aires Coleman. Auditors
can’t assure “everything was good”
with the schools’ overall financial
situation, only that they found
“nothing wrong” with reviewed
accounting statements and proto-
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Cat It Again

Opinion
Glass Factories

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
As my white cat, Twinkle, continues to walk
left to right and right to left across my writing
pad with various stops in between for scratching,
nudging, belly-rubbing and paw patty cakes, I
can’t help wondering if there’s a method to her
non-madness. She doesn’t appear to be the least
bit agitated. She’s not meowing her presence
or seemingly demanding anything – other than
attention, that is. In fact, she’s purring and seems
quite pleased with herself.
What’s puzzling to me is exactly what the attraction/need is here? I don’t have any treats. Her
food and water bowls are not here. Neither is
her litter box. It’s in the adjacent room. Yet here
she sits and rolls and scratches herself with what
appears to be not a care or concern in the world.
She seems extremely content with her situation.
I would have expected her to be sleeping in
the house somewhere like our other four cats.
I mean, it is 2:15 in the afternoon, many hours
after her 6:30 breakfast and hours still to go
before her 5:30 dinner. Heck, I’ve even dozed off
myself for a bit before I sat down to try and write
this column. But here she is, wide awake, and
back and forth.
My wife, Dina, maintains that cats and dogs
have a sixth sense when it comes to people bePUNZPJRHUK[LUK[VOHUNHYV\UK[OVZLHMÅPJ[LK
with something or other, providing aid and
comfort, if you will.
And so, she gets nervous when multiple
cats surround me when we’re sitting on the
couch watching television: a black cat, usually
“Sleeky,” lays on top of the couch behind where
I’m sitting; Twinkle, sits on the couch next to me
and cuddles up against my left thigh; and Biscuit
(one of our two buff-colored brothers) “sphyinxs”
on the coffee table staring at me while I’m having to stare through him to watch television. The
other two cats, “Chino” and Andrew are usually
sleeping in their spots, out of sight, but never out
of mind.
A shift change, apparently. “Chino” has just
jumped on my desk and Twinkle has jumped off,
UVKV\I[[VÄUKH^HYTZWV[[VZSLLWWLYJOHUJL
to dream. Chino is now laying on his side/back
– partially on my writing pad, with his rear end
pressed up against my left forearm with all four
paws raised up in the air not exactly in my direc[PVUI\[KLÄUP[LS`PUT`WYV_PTP[`
This cat exchange sort of reminds of how my
brother and I would alternate our visiting time
with our parents on Sundays, splitting the day so
that one of us was always present and accounted
for.
But I’m not sick (OKAY, diseased then), and
I don’t feel as if I need 24/7-type cat companionship. Though I am home alone a lot – and
left with my own thoughts, I don’t view the cats
shifting around me as anything more than there
considering me as a big toy.
A toy whose movements and appearance are
stimulating to them, sort of like a giant scratching post infused with catnip. A combination they
couldn’t possibly ignore, like peanut butter and
chocolate is to me.
So as much as I feel nurtured and loved and
comforted by this cat behavior, I don’t feel it’s
because I’m sick, or rather about to be sick
(again, their sixth sense at work), I feel simply
that we have some very affectionate cats whose
indoor-only lives have caused them to become
dependent and appreciative of those who feed
and water them. (We won’t mention that we’re
also the ones who stuff them into cat carriers and
drive them to the vet, an experience which they
collectively hate.)
But if I do get sick (I guess I should be honest:
get sicker, I do have cancer) I know I can count
on “Chino,” Biscuit, Twinkle, Andrew and
“Sleeky” to always keep me company. I don’t
know how much better their presence will make
me feel, but I do know their presence will keep
me from feeling worse.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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From Page 8
Wood Yard, Shipping Yard and the Torpedo
Factory.
When World War II began, a great number of people were needed to help in the
war efforts. The African Americans who
worked at the glass factories had useful
skills needed during the war.
Today many of the African Americans’
descendants of the glass factories are still
living in the Alexandria, District of Columbia and Maryland areas. Some of these families have glass heirlooms from the glass factory like Emma Taylor and Virginia Knapper.
Virginia’s daughter, Dorothy Knapper-Taylor, held on to the little glass pig that her
mother and grandmother had from the glass
factory. Mrs. Taylor died in 2013 at the age
of 99. The little glass pig has been in the
family for over 100 years.
Historically, Alexandria’s African Americans have contributed to the workforce that
built Alexandria’s strong economy to this
day. They are proud of their family legacy
of hard work and that contributed to the
Alexandria’s thriving economy then and
now. As the descendants of the glass factory, they stand tall and proud to have been
a part of the 20th century Industrial Age.
Char McCargo Bah is a freelance writer,
independent historian, genealogist and a Living
Legend of Alexandria. See her blog at http://
www.theotheralexandria.com for more about “The
Other Alexandria.”

Redistricting
From Page 9
able populations and enable them to stay
in the communities they have developed
and in the homes that they have created.
This will be an ongoing struggle. As our
population continues to grow we have to
create affordable housing that grows with
it.
Though these issues are complex, and our
state is behind the mark in finding appropriate fixes, the bills headed to the Senate
floor will move us forward.
Please consider taking the time to fill out
my constituent survey to let me know your
priorities: www.adamebbin.com/survey
It is my continued pleasure to serve the
people of the 30th District.

Letters
From Page 17
unity among our country’s youth, including the many Northern students whose parents so respected his character that they
wanted their sons to study there. Congress
recognized his contributions by establishing the Custis-Lee estate as a national park;
it is now America’s most honored burial site.
Ellen Latane Tabb
Alexandria
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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