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See ‘Difficult’,  Page 20

By Dan Brendel
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C
ity Manager Mark
Jinks proposed his
annual budget on
Tuesday, Feb. 19,

emphasizing efficient use of pub-
lic resources and no tax increase,
despite relatively sluggish eco-
nomic and tax base growth.

City Council will consider the
proposal through the spring, make
adjustments, and adopt a final
budget on Wednesday, May 1.

“More than ever, communities
must make difficult choices about
how to allocate limited resources.
Faced with slow economic growth
in the region, Alexandria is no ex-
ception. … The economic chal-
lenge we face is that our tax base
is growing too slowly to generate
the revenue needed to sustain core
services in the future. City govern-
ment has engaged in significant
belt-tightening over the last de-
cade,” said Jinks. However, “as a
result of fiscal direction by City
Council and prudent financial
management and innovative
thinking by staff, this is the sec-
ond year in a row that my pro-
posed budget includes no tax rate
increases, no major service reduc-
tions, full funding for the
superintendent’s request for the
Alexandria City Public Schools

operating budget, and full fund-
ing of the School Board’s adopted
10-year capital plan.”

Jinks’ proposal includes a $761
million FY 2020 operating budget
(up $13 million over last year),
and a $1.6 billion FY 2020-2029
Capital Improvement Program
(down $575 from last year). These
include full funding of the public
schools’ $232 million operating
and $479 million 10 capital re-
quests. Jinks thanked Superinten-
dent Dr. Gregory Hutchings, say-
ing the city’s ability to fund the
schools’ requests “is possible be-
cause [Hutchings] and his team
crafted a responsible budget.”

This year’s steep Capital Im-
provement Program shrinkage
“should not suggest a reduction in
community capital investments,”
said Jinks. Rather, it “primarily
reflects the transfer of ownership
of Alexandria’s four combined
sewer outfalls and the related
planned sewer tunneling
megaprojects to Alexandria Renew
Enterprises,” an independent pub-
lic utility. Users will still pay for
the state-mandated sewer up-
grades through their AlexRenew
bills.

Jinks proposed maintaining the
real property tax rate at $1.13 per
$100 of assessed value. However,
taxpayers’ bills will still increase,

Saluting George
Reenactors of the First Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line fire off a salute during
the 287th George Washington Birthday parade Feb. 18 in Old Town. Story, more photos,
page 3.

Gen. George Washington, portrayed by
Brian Hilton, waves to the crowd along the
parade route.

Members of
Girl Scout
Troop 428
pause along the
George Wash-
ington Birthday
parade route.

Brownie Troop 4562 marches through Old
Town.

Grand Marshal Dan
Dellinger, past na-
tional commander of
the American Legion,
waves to the crowd.
The parade cel-
ebrated the 100th

anniversary of the
founding of the
American Legion.

Photos by

Mark Mogle
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Jinks Proposes
No Tax Rate Hike
But higher property assessments
would mean higher taxes.
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Letters

From Page 13

nize that a rigorous education is critical to their kids’
life choices.

What, according to these studies, are not condi-
tions for success in education? To begin with, too
many of the policies of failed systems are based on
good intentions rather than evidence. And, contrary
to conceived wisdom, success is not a function of
culture, wealth, or privilege. In fact, the evidence
indicates that money does not translate into quality
education anywhere; for instance in Norway, where
the per-capita income is the highest in the world,
public-school student performance is mediocre,
while in Finland, its much less-wealthy Scandina-
vian sister, students top the international academic
charts. Nor are average class size, state-of-the-art
facilities, and access to the latest technology critical
to student achievement: one of Finland’s best pub-
lic schools is in a multiethnic immigrant neighbor-
hood housed in an old building fenced by chain link;
Poland’s best has no cafeteria, no sports-playing field,
and no high-tech toys for its students; South Korea’s
teaches hundreds of students in each of its austere
classrooms.

Encouragingly, these success stories show that im-
provements don’t take generations or even decades
to achieve, but — with an unrelenting focus on rigor
and high expectations for all students — can hap-
pen in the short term. A society does not have to
wait until it fixes poverty or assimilates immigrants
or resolves whatever erstwhile socioeconomic excuse
has been given to explain educational disparities and
to perpetuate discriminatory standards.

Dr. Hutchings’s focus on the primacy of academic
rigor and on applying the equity principle to achieve

it for all students is new to the public-school debate
in Alexandria, even revolutionary. Heretofore, the
perennial prevailing premise of well-meaning (and
much-misnomered) “progressives” — heedless of the
consistently regressive results of their education
policies — has been that students who fail do so
because they come from disadvantaged circum-
stances; consequently, high expectations for such stu-
dents are futile, even prejudicial (!).

In your efforts to reverse this social injustice, Dr.
Hutchings, know that you have many like-minded
supporters throughout the city.

Judy Navarro
Alexandria

of an American Family’] in the 1970s, it made
us all realize it was possible to trace African
history. My passion for it has only grown since
then. For a lot of people, it was about ‘getting
back to Africa.’ But, it was never like that for
me. It has always been about uncovering truths
and determining how people and families get
where they are, and how they’ve found their
place.”

To learn more, visit Char McCargo Bah’s blog
at www.findingthingsfor.com.

Also, join McCargo-Bah for her book signing
at the Alexandria Black History Museum at 902
Wythe S., on March 9, at noon.

Identifying
Descendants
From Page 14
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

At least that was my intention when I sat 
down to write this column. I was planning on 
highlighting a couple of my pet peeves: One 
was about people who back into parking spac-
es, an all-too common practice (which does not 
make perfect) that irks me no end and often in-
conveniences me while idling in my car waiting 
for the driver to crane his neck and coordinate 

space, all while blocking my passage. 
The second peeve also involves cars, but this 

action has potentially far more dangerous con-
sequences: Drivers who, while motoring along, 
completely ignore my car’s blinkers/indicator 
lights – WHEN THEY’RE FLASHING. 

I was taught that when driving a vehicle and 
needing to turn/switch lanes, I was to indicate 
that to other drivers by using my blinkers, look 
into my mirrors and then move right or left 
accordingly. Moreover, when I observed those 

respect their intentions and give them a wide 
berth. I was not to speed up and interfere with 
their indications. Unfortunately, the exact oppo-
site often happens. 

Though I am still respectful when drivers 

many of my driving brethren see those lights, 
they react much the same way as a bull does 
when he sees red: they SPEED UP, and in their 
vehicle’s acceleration, they put me and my pas-
sengers at risk. If it has happened once – which 
it has – it has happened a thousand times.

Unfortunately, neither of these car-related 
“misbehaviors” has been able to block out 
one of my key cancer anniversaries: Feb. 20, 
2009, and as such, I will now be returning to 
the scene of the semi crime. And though I am 
not Billy Shears 20 years after the band taught 
me how to play, I am a lung cancer survivor 
who 10 years ago on Feb. 20 learned that I had 
cancer. That was the day when my primary care 
physician called me at work, about noon-ish on 
a Thursday to discuss the results of my previous 
week’s surgical biopsy. 

After declining the offer to come to his 

he did: the growth was malignant. Dumbfound-
ed, I asked for further details, which he politely 
deferred to an oncologist (a specialty with 
which I was totally unfamiliar), with whom, 
while we spoke on the phone, my primary care 
physician scheduled a Team Lourie appoint-
ment for the following Thursday. 

which had been going on since I showed up at 
the Emergency Room on Jan. 1, 2009 complain-
ing of pain in my right side, an inability to take 

With an inconclusive X-Ray to not corrob-
orate, an otherwise healthy patient with no 
family history of anything relevant – especially 
cancer, the doctor was perplexed. Fifty days 
later I learned I had cancer. And so I remember 
that day/date, a day which will go down in 
infamy, so to speak – in my family anyway. 

The intervening days, as I have written about 
recently, were spent investigating the cause of 
my original symptoms. Eventually all test results 
led to one conclusion: non-small cell lung 
cancer, stage IV. 

Meaning metastatic and inoperable, mean-
ing “terminal.” It was Feb. 20 when I learned 
my fate. (The following Thursday, Feb. 27, is 
another anniversary; that’s when we met my 

life would never be the same, or last nearly as 
long.) 

But yet here I am, alive and reasonably 
well, writing about nonsense, mostly, instead of 
cancer, for this week, anyway. Good therapy for 
sure, and a nice change of pace.

Enough
About Cancer

From Page 5

THURSDAY/FEB. 21
Virtual Information Session. 7-8 p.m. The City

of Alexandria will hold a virtual information
session to outline plans for the university’s
Innovation Campus in Alexandria, and to answer
related questions from the public. The
interactive session will be accessible on the
City’s website and via cablecast on AlexTV
(Comcast channels 70 & 1084). Panelists will
give brief introductions, host a roundtable
discussion, and answer questions from the
public. Questions may be submitted in advance,
or asked live during the online session, via text
at 703-405-8902, or by phone at 703-746-
3300./ A recording of the session will be
available online after the session ends. For
details about the virtual information session and
more information about National Landing, visit/
alexandriava.gov/NationalLanding.

FRIDAY/FEB. 22
Job Search in the Digital Age. 1:30-3 p.m. at

City of Alexandria Workforce Development
Center, 1800 N. Beauregard St., Lower Level
Conference Room. Whether you’re making a
career change by choice or necessity, this
workshop is designed to help those facing a
career change make a smooth transition. Learn
about job search engines; resume tips and how
to age-proof a resume; keywords to get a resume
noticed and tips for networking through
LinkedIn. Free. RSVP at 877-926-8300.

SATURDAY/FEB. 23
City Council Public Hearing. 6:30 p.m. at City

Hall, Council Chamber (2nd floor), 301 King St.
City of Alexandria staff have completed an
evaluation of the Residential Pay by Phone Pilot
Program using feedback from the community,
parking occupancy surveys, and parking
enforcement data and feedback. Staff will
recommend making the program permanent and
expanding the program area so that residents on
blocks throughout the city near metered areas
are eligible to petition for Residential Pay by
Phone parking. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
ParkingStudies for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 24
Food Justice. 2:30-4 p.m. at Peace Lutheran

Church, 6362 Lincolnia Road. Join FACS and
Food for Others for a discussion on food justice
in Fairfax County and how congregations can
build community gardens at their place of
worship. Free. Email jackie@faithforclimate.org
or visit faithforclimate.org for more.

MONDAY/FEB. 25
Eisenhower East Small Area Plan 2019

Update. 7-9 p.m. in the lobby of the Parc
Meridian, 750 Port St. The City of Alexandria is
launching the community process to update the
Eisenhower East Small Area Plan with a
Community Open House. The open house will
provide members of the public with an
opportunity to learn about the planning process
and topics that will be considered. Visit
alexandriava.gov/92700 for background
information, meeting materials and updates
throughout this planning process. Questions?
Contact Jose C. Ayala at
jose.ayala@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-3820.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 27
Public Information Meeting. 7-8 p.m. at

Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School, 435
Ferdinand Day Drive. The Department of
Transportation & Environmental Services
Stormwater Management Division and the
Department of Project Implementation will host
a public information meeting to provide an
update on construction and anticipated impacts
related to the Ben Brenman Pond Stormwater
Retrofit Project. Visit alexandriava.gov/94755
for more.

MONDAY/MARCH 4
Foster Parent Orientation. 6-7 p.m. at Burke

Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road. The City
of Alexandria will hold a free, no-obligation
information session for prospective foster
parents. An agency representative will be on
hand to answer any questions and explain the
requirements to foster and/or adopt. For
questions or to RSVP, call 703-746-5858 or
email Christine.Levine@alexandriava.gov.

Bulletin Board
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19. 2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19.

2/28/19. 2/28/19.
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