
‘Give People What’s 
Expected, and More’
News, Page 3

Patriot Pawsabilities 
Opens in Fairfax
News, Page 8

‘Classic Love Story’ 
In a Magical Place

Entertainment, Page 10

Besides acting in Paul VI’s musical, “Briga-
doon,” these students are also tech stars. 
(From left) are: Emma Hitchcock (co-head of 
costumes), Caitlin Fernandez (set design/pro-
grams), Maddie Mangilit (dance captain/co-
head of marketing), Grace Lyons (co-head of 
costumes), Kathryn Webb (co-head of market-
ing), and Rosemary Ketron (head of sound).
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See Bulletin,  Page 15

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Children who will be 5 years old on or

before Sept. 30, 2019, are eligible to
attend kindergarten. Find the correct
neighborhood school by entering
your address at boundary.fcps.edu/
boundary/. Complete a packet of
registration forms found at
www.fcps.edu/it/forms/enroll.pdf or
in the school office. Gather
supporting documents: proof of
residence in the school boundary, a
certified copy of the child’s birth
certificate, parent/guardian photo ID,
and any custody orders. Certificate of
physical exam and immunization will
be required before the student may
start school, but is not required for
registration. Parents who choose to
delay enrollment in kindergarten by
one year are required to notify the
school in writing of their intent.
Learn more at www.fcps.edu/
registration/general-registration-
requirements.

Union Mill Elementary is currently
registering new students for the
2019-20 school year. Find
registration forms in the Union Mill
Elementary office or online at
www.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/
media/forms/enroll_0.pdf. Call 703-
322-8500 or email lrmilla@fcps.edu
to make an appointment to bring
completed registration forms and
supporting documentation to school.
Kindergarten Orientation will take
place on Monday, April 1, 4-5 p.m.

THURSDAY/MARCH 28
Building Resiliency in the Faith

Community. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
registration and breakfast start at
8:30 a.m. at Little River United

Church of Christ, 8410 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. Network with
local faith leaders and public safety
officials; learn what resources and
assistance are available and how to
access them; understand the current
status of hate crimes in Fairfax
County, their causes and the effect
they have on the faith community at-
large; hear new ideas for creating
both a welcoming and secure
environment at a place of worship –
both during and outside of religious
times; and learn to prepare for and
respond to potential emergencies.
Lunch will be provided. Free; space is
limited; register at
www.eventbrite.com/e/building-
resiliency-in-the-faith-community-
conference-tickets-56336207112.

FRIDAY/MARCH 29
State of Children’s Health

Legislative Update Breakfast.
8:30-10 a.m. at Northern Virginia
Community College - Medical
Education Campus, Springfield. Join
the MCCP Foundation to hear the
latest on the state of healthcare for
children locally, across Virginia, and
at the Federal level. Meet with
legislators, health professionals,
business leaders, and community
advocates to discuss current news
and updates from experts in the field.
$25-$35. Visit mccpfoundation.org/
event/legislative-update-breakfast-
march-29-2019/ to register.

Teen Depression: What Parents
Need to Know. 10 a.m.-noon at the
Dunn Loring Center for Parent
Services, 2334 Gallows Road, Dunn

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

Bulletin
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News
Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

G
azing upon a room filled with
women who own businesses in
Fairfax City, DeShawn
Robinson-Chew asked them to

stand if, as children, they saw themselves
as future businesswomen and CEOs. Very
few stood.

And that was the point of the second an-
nual Fairfax City Women-Owned Business
Luncheon – to celebrate these women’s ac-
complishments, make them more widely
known and enable these female business
owners to both network with and support
each other, going forward.

“No one told me I could be an entrepre-
neur or be in a position of leadership in
business,” said Robinson-Chew, who estab-
lished She-EO, LLC: Social Enterprise Edu-
cating and Empowering Tomorrow’s Female
Founders. “But my grandmother owned a
catering company – and what you see, you
believe.”

Held March 13 at the Sherwood Center,
the luncheon was co-hosted by the City of
Fairfax Commission for Women and Eco-
nomic Development Authority; Freedom
Bank of Virginia and the Central Fairfax
Chamber of Commerce were the
sponsors.ºIt included guest speaker
Robinson-Chew, a panel discussion by
women business-owners in Fairfax City and
exhibits by other women owning businesses
here.

Currently, said Robinson-Chew, “There
are six, male-led firms for every two
women-led. And the other 20 percent are
male- and female-owned together. Women-
led firms had $1.5 billion in sales last year;
men-led businesses made $9 billion.”

PART OF THE PROBLEM, she said, is that
“Only 2 percent of the venture capital
awarded goes to men, and only 15 percent
of corporate boards contain women. And
you see predominantly men in business col-
leges, and that’s why I founded She-EO –
to tell women that they, too, can be CEOs.”

Robinson-Chew also developed six prin-
ciples followed by women who become
CEOs:

❖ “We’re sophisticated. We take what we
know and make changes. We’re knowledge-
able, experienced and prepared.

❖ We’re healthy in body, mind and com-
munity. Women with healthy bodies and
minds can encourage each other to create
a healthy community.

❖ We’re economical. We need to be fi-
nancially literate and empowered.

❖ We’re entrepreneurs. We’re problem-
solvers and change agents; you can be the
change in business.

❖ We’re original. Everyone’s unique and
original, so own your special talent and
what you bring to the community.

❖ We’re able to own it. Believe in your-
self.”

Robinson-Chew then had everyone say
this mantra together: “If I can dream it, plan
it, do it, I can own it.”

So, she urged, “Go out and be CEOs.” She
also mentioned her summer camp that
teaches business skills to girls. For more
information, go to www.BEaSheEO.com.

She then answered questions from the
audience. City Councilwoman Jennifer
Passey, involved with Girls on the Run, said,
“Studies say girls’ self-esteem plummets at
age 9. So what can we do to help change
this statistic?”

“It’s important for girls to see moms as
role models and to also see them at work
and see what they do,” replied Robinson-
Chew. “And each mom needs to call her

daughter by name and tell her she can do it
and can be a CEO.”

Next came the panel discussion featur-
ing City of Fairfax business owners Dawn
McGruder, Deborah Dillard and Laura Berry.
They shared the lessons they’ve learned to
be successful in their fields and gave valu-
able advice to other female business own-
ers.

Speaking first was McGruder, a CPA and
president of The McGruder Group CPAs. She
founded the company in 1996 after work-
ing in both private industry and the federal
government.

“There are three things women need to
learn,” she said. “We need to be good at
what we do, understand the tax implica-
tions of our decisions and be knowledge-
able about marketing.”

If she knew what she knows now, when
she was just starting out in business, said
McGruder, “I would have started network-
ing earlier and found mentors. I also would
have found services [to help me] and not
felt so isolated. And I would have learned
sooner where to find my customers and who
were good referral sources, such as finan-
cial planners and attorneys who help people
start businesses.”

Dillard has owned several businesses and
currently owns Paint Your Own Pottery on
Main Street. Basically, she told the crowd,
“You have to give people a reason to buy
from you, other than the product you’re
selling. Make it easy for them to give you
their money. And last impressions are as
important as first ones – thank them for
coming.”

She also advised business owners to “fail
fast and fail cheap. You’ll make mistakes;

‘Give People What’s Expected, and More’
Networking during Fairfax Women Business Owners luncheon.

Fairfax City business owners (from left) Deborah Dillard, Dawn
McGruder and Laura Berry advise others during the panel discussion.

Promoting the George Mason Small
Business Development Center are
(from left) Sara Linus and Aung
Shepelev.

DeShawn Robinson-Chew was the
keynote speaker.

Jennifer Rose at the Central Fairfax
Chamber of Commerce table.

Kim Luckabaugh at the Volunteer
Fairfax table.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
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By Andrea Worker

The Connection

H
uman trafficking does take
place in Fairfax County. As
Springfield District Supervi-
sor Pat Herrity wrote in an

op-ed for The Connection during January’s
Human Trafficking Awareness Month, “with
cases involving all 26 high schools in Fairfax
County, we cannot fall into the mind-set that
it could never happen to us, never to our
kid.”

There are statistics. Fairfax County Police
Department reports on calls to investigate
trafficking both for sex and for labor. The
National Human Trafficking Hotline tallies
179 victims identified in Virginia in 2017,
with 96 traffickers and 87 trafficking busi-
nesses identified in the Commonwealth
during that same year, but even the experts
are sceptical of those numbers.

“Trafficking is such an under-reported
crime that even ‘official’ website data has
to be questioned,” attorney Alexandra
Lydon with Legal Services of Northern Vir-
ginia (LSNV) warned the audience at the
McLean District Station Citizens Advisory
Committee March meeting.

Lydon joined her colleague Alina
Launchbaugh, an Equal Justice Works Crime
Victims Fellow with LSNV, and attorney
Lourdes Venes for a presentation to the com-
mittee on the subject. Venes, a native of Peru
and a McLean resident, is a member of the
Advisory Committee and volunteers for the
Northern Virginia Human Trafficking Task
Force.

TOGETHER, the three women brought a
wealth of current information, resources,
and compassion to the panel.

“We are grateful to have you all here,”
said Patrick Smaldore, the Advisory
Committee’s chair. “We know that traffick-
ing often goes unnoticed because people
don’t know what to look for or how to re-
spond, so we are pleased to have this op-
portunity to learn more and do more.”

According to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, human trafficking is on track to
surpass drug trafficking to move from its
second place on the criminal tier to the top
spot.

Organizations like McLean-based “Just
Ask,” the National Human Trafficking Cen-
ter, the National Human Trafficking Hotline,
and Polaris Project say the problem is grow-
ing, as traffickers refine their methods.

Virginia as a whole has seen more traf-
ficking evidence than ever. In Northern Vir-
ginia, “we are a prime location,” said Lydon.
Situated within a major metropolitan region
with millions of potential victims, millions

of residents in which to hide or find clients,
and as many, or more, visitors from around
the globe, NoVa is part of the 95 corridor
that allows easy access from north to south,
with plenty of room for traffickers to work
their trade and move away quickly when
they suspect they are attracting law enforce-
ment attention.

In today’s often anti-immigrant climate,
non-citizens, regardless of their legal sta-
tus, are also more vulnerable than ever to
both sex trafficking and forced labor, so
their population has experienced increased
victimization into what Lydon describes as
“modern day slavery.”

This enslavement can be as sudden as an
abduction, either locally or from abroad.
But it is often the result of gradual manipu-
lation and gentle persuasion, sometimes
with gifts or flattery or just the attention
that a youngster may be seeking.

The slavery can occur in the physical
sense, with victims literally being held cap-
tive, but is often an enslavement based on
psychological or physical abuse, or even
blackmail.

Lydon described a situation in which a
victim was invited to a party by an online
“boyfriend.” At the party, the victim was
drugged and raped and the assault was
filmed. The trafficker used the threat of
blackmail, threatening to release the film
widely on social media, if the victim does
not comply by “agreeing” to further sexual
exploitation.

Frequently, younger victims don’t know
what’s happening or how deeply they have
been caught in the trafficker’s web until the
trafficker will coerce compliance with

threats to the victim or their loved ones,
or with verbal or physical abuse, if the
victim has not fully “bonded” to their traf-
ficker.

“And that does happen,” noted both
Lydon and Launchbaugh, where the vic-
tim becomes emotionally dependent on
the trafficker and is unwilling to testify or
even speak out against them when the situ-
ation is brought to light.

The speakers also brought up another
long-term and devastating side effect suf-
fered by survivors of human trafficking, in
addition to the actual abuse.

MANY VICTIMS are forced to commit
crimes, like shoplifting or burglary, and
those who are made to solicit sex publically
can often be arrested for prostitution.

Most states, including Virginia, do not
have a means by which trafficking survivors
can expunge their criminal records, so they
carry that extra burden when trying to re-
establish themselves.

The protocols surrounding Lydon’s and
Launchbaugh’s work prevent them from
lobbying or advocating for legal change, but
they are able to inform their audiences that
a survivor’s inability to clear criminal
records often means exclusion from schools,
jobs, financial assistance and more.

The experts and those involved in aiding
the victims all agree;

breaking this trafficking cycle starts with
information – getting the word out about
the existence of the problem in our own
backyard, and what to look for in potential
victims and those already enslaved.

Some things to look for or that should

arouse suspicion both for potential sex
or labor trafficking recruitment at-
tempts:

❖ Someone who attempts to con-
trol, exhibits unusual jealousy, or en-
courages resentment of parents,
friends, and family. Uses threats or
violence to ensure compliance.

❖ Promises things that seem too
good to be true, like easy work for high
wages or work that doesn’t require
“papers.”

❖ Someone who won’t make terms
of employment clear or tell you what
your rights are.

❖ Someone who seeks to isolate you
from family and friends or actively
denies such contact.

❖ Keeps you from your money.
Won’t let you have your cell phone
when you are alone.

❖ Constantly checks on you.
❖ Asks that you “do them a favor” –

to engage in activities that make you
uncomfortable or are illegal

Some indicators that someone may
be a victim of trafficking:

❖ Shows signs of physical abuse or
malnourishment.

❖ Unable to speak freely – may be
accompanied by a controlling person.

❖ Reluctant to explain injuries.
❖ Their story seems scripted, some-

thing doesn’t add up.
❖ Doesn’t have money or identifi-

cation and can’t explain why not.
❖ Unaware of their current location,

possibly even the date and the time.
If there is any way to safely ask the

suspected victim about their status or
their need for assistance, do so, but
the experts warn that traffickers are
dangerous and have a lot to lose. If
you suspect trafficking, the best re-
course might be to contact your local
police or the National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text
233733 (BEFREE) for advice and to
report your suspicions.

“Doing nothing is not the answer,”
say Venes, Lydon and Launchbaugh.
Get even more informed on the issue,
inform others, and consider volunteer-
ing with an organization that works
to prevent human trafficking and as-
sist its victims once they have been
freed from their enslavement.

Citizens Advisory Group learns more about human trafficking.

Trafficking in Our Backyard

Photo by Andrea Worker/The Connection

From left: Attorneys Lourdes Venes, Alina Launchbaugh, and
Alexandra Lydon formed the panel to discuss Human Trafficking at the
McLean District Station Citizens Advisory Committee meeting on
March 21.

“Trafficking is such an
under-reported crime that
even ‘official’ website data
has to be questioned.”

 — Attorney Alexandra Lydon, Legal
Services of Northern Virginia
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don’t be sentimental about things and lo-
cations. If you’re selling what people don’t
want, stop selling it. Find your niche and
sell to those folks. And your customers can
never, ever think you’re getting rich off of
them and that you’re padding the bill, so
make the cost clear.”

FURTHERMORE, said Dillard, “Buy one-
third of products you love, one-third that
are OK and one-third that you wouldn’t be
caught dead in a ditch with – because some-
one will love it. Unless you’re getting paid
for it, keep your opinions to yourself, un-
less asked. Give people what they expected,
and more. It’s easy to be nice. And remem-
ber, whatever you’re selling, you’ll be part
of somebody’s memory.”

Berry is a content strategist, branding spe-
cialist and communications professional. She
owns the consulting firm, Cogberry Creative,
and is involved with the national, women
business-advocacy movement. Skilled in
marketing and writing, she encouraged
women entrepreneurs to “know your audi-
ence. And know and share your core values
with your subcontractors and clients.”

“Your budget is your business plan,” she
explained. “Competition is a goal, but col-
laboration is a business strategy. Some 75
percent of my business comes from other

women-owned businesses. Do the research;
women need to help other businesses. If you
see it, you can be it. You’ll find women want-
ing you to mentor them, and they’ll appre-
ciate your help. You’ll also find women who
can mentor you.”

Berry listed several resources they could

check out, including the Women’s Business
Enterprise National Council and the Na-
tional Women’s Business Council.

Then Councilwoman Janice Miller urged all
the women at the luncheon to see themselves
as mentors. “Make new friends and help them
along,” she said. “Share your knowledge and

help them form their own ideas.”
Dan Marks with Freedom Bank spoke

about some of the new things his bank is
offering to help businesses, groups and
nonprofits.

And Jennifer Rose, executive director of
the Central Fairfax Chamber of Commerce,
said, “The Chamber is all about building
community, and we specialize in helping
small businesses find their niche. We help
them find connections and networking op-
portunities.”

Then Beth Young, with the Fairfax City
Commission on Women, discussed Commu-
nities of Practice, a local networking oppor-
tunity for women entrepreneurs, and those
interested signed up afterward.

Also speaking was City Mayor David
Meyer. “Today, we have more women in
Congress than ever before, and women all
over the country are running for office,” he
said. “The effort of women to start and run
businesses also creates independent, long-
term, financial security for yourselves and
your family.”

He advised women business owners to
“extend grace [to others] – even when you
can’t afford to do it.” And noting that, as
women gain more power in the U.S., life
will be enhanced for all, he told them, “I
commend you for your determination, fo-
cus and success. When you are successful,
everyone is.”

From left, Lauren McKelvey, Dan Marks and Angela Gansor of
Freedom Bank.

Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

Women Business Owners Share Experiences, Advice
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F
irst, go to vote.elections.virginia.gov/
VoterInformation and check that you
are registered at your current address.
Deadline to register to vote, or up-

date an existing registration, is Mon-
day, May 20, 2019.

On Tuesday, June 11, 2019, Primary
Election Day for party candidates in
Virginia, there will be an astonishing array of
candidates on the ballot in Fairfax County. One
reason is that many incumbents in local offices
are retiring, and that causes a domino effect
because incumbents in other offices will step
down to run for something different. Change
is coming. Voters must pay attention in the
primary, so much will be determined.

On the ballot: Chairman of the Board of Su-
pervisors; Sharon Bulova is retiring and there
are four candidates in the Democratic primary.
(We will miss Bulova, but that is a discussion

for another day.)
All nine members of the Board of Su-

pervisors are on the ballot, and in ad-
dition to Bulova, Cathy Hudgins, John

Cook and Linda Smyth will be stepping down,
and Jeff McKay will give up his seat as he is
running for chairman. That is guaranteed
change for five of nine seats, and more is pos-
sible.

All 12 members of Fairfax County School
Board are on the ballot, three at-large and nine
District members. Several school board mem-

bers will give up their seats to run for other
offices. (4-year term)

All 40 seats in the Virginia Senate (4-year
term) are on the ballot, nine in Fairfax County.

All 100 seats in the Virginia House of Del-
egates (2-year term) are on the ballot, 17 seats
in Fairfax County.

There is a rare challenge to the Fairfax
County Commonwealth’s Attorney on the pri-
mary ballot. (4-year term)

Fairfax County Sheriff is also on the ballot.
(4-year term)

Parties control information on primary can-
didates. See Fairfax County Republican Com-
mittee at https://fairfaxgop.org/voter-toolkit/
; Fairfax County Democratic Committee at
https://fairfaxdemocrats.org/2019/01/14/
candidates-running-for-office-in-2019/.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Primary Election Day, June 11, will determine
the outcome of many races in Fairfax County.

Every Year Is Election Year; in 2019 Twice

Editorial

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

I
ncreases in budget revenues
as a result of federal tax
changes and the ability to tax

sales on goods purchased on the
internet put Virginia in an unusual
position to increase its budgeted
funds mid-year of a biennial bud-
get while at the same time provid-
ing many taxpayers with refunds.
As the fall elections approach the actions on
the state budget will receive many different
“spins.” Certainly taxpayers like getting money
refunded. At the same time they recognize
when programs to meet needs are
underfunded, they may over a period of time
become even more underfunded. It is more
than mathematics and accounting to approve
a budget when revenues have increased—it is
also very much an expression of values on the
part of decision makers.

An example of values affecting budgetary
decisions came during the Great Recession of
2008. State revenues dipped at the greatest
rate in modern times just as many businesses
faltered and failed. A great bail-out went to
businesses from the federal government as did

major funding to state govern-
ment. The feds did not match the
private losses, but they did pro-
vide relief for some greater cuts
for programs like education. Only
now has the Virginia economy re-
covered such that the funding of

education today is exceeding that of pre-2008
levels.

Beyond simply funding programs and ser-
vices with more money next year than last year
are the equity issues involved in distributing
money across programs. My trip to Prince Ed-
ward County as I described in my column last
week reminded me just how inequitable fund-
ing can be. There was no pretense of equity
among black and white schools. The whites
went to a brick school that was modern for its
time; the black children went to school in a
tar-paper shanty. With many federal court de-
cisions we have gotten beyond the inequities
of segregated services and programs, but in-
equities still exist.

The budget presented to the General Assem-

bly by Governor Ralph Northam represented
the greatest attempt at resolving equity issues
that I have seen. Funding for schools was in-
creased but with those who had the greatest
needs receiving the most money. Programs for
students with special needs were enhanced as
was funding for historically black institutions
of higher education. The Governor found him-
self with a major problem pushing his agenda
as he got himself in political hot water for his
behavior many years ago. Whatever way that
situation is resolved, it need not take atten-
tion from the basic problem of increasing eq-
uity among school divisions, mental health
programs and criminal justice programs.

There is ample evidence gleaned from nu-
merous studies that document inequities that
exist in the state’s budget. These facts will be
manipulated among candidates this election
season to gain advantage, but candidates need
to acknowledge that inequities exist and must
be dealt with fairly. I understand that most
regions feel that they do not get a fair shake.
There are metrics that can be used to find the
inequities; once resolved the state will be stron-
ger because of it.

Only now has the Virginia economy recovered
such that the funding of education today is

exceeding that of pre-2008 levels.

Budget Equity

Commentary

A Welcome
‘Green New
Deal”
To the Editor:

As we look back on the recently
concluded General Assembly ses-
sion in Richmond, there is not
much to mark as progress on en-
vironmental issues.

Only because  they are a very
visible and present danger, did
coal ash pits get dealt with. We are
left to rely on vetoes from Gover-

nor Northam in order for any re-
gional coordination efforts on re-
ducing greenhouse gases to have
a chance to proceed.

Sensible solar bills? Common
sense community controlled single-
use plastics legislation? A morato-
rium on new fossil fuel infrastruc-
ture? Good things were proposed,
but we got nothing through our
representation in Richmond.

Which is why the timing of some
good news from our Virginia del-
egation in Congress on climate and
related social justice issues is so
welcome.

Rep. Gerry Connolly co-spon-
sored  the ‘Green New Deal’ House
Resolution - an aspirational set of
goals for sure, but he has now fol-
lowed it up with co-sponsorship of
a piece of detailed climate legisla-
tion - the Energy Innovation and
Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 763).
Following all the dire climate pro-
jections, global experts concur that
pricing carbon (CO2) is the best
first step to address emissions
causing climate instability. Return-
ing all net revenues, in form of a
monthly dividend, protects fami-
lies and ensures support for the

transition to renewables at the
household level. Border adjust-
ments ensure an equal playing
field for international trade. Thank
you, Rep. Connolly, and may the
rest of the Virginia delegation pick
up the call.

While the climate threat is not
so visible and measurable as that
from a coal ash pit, nor the solu-
tion so engineerable, it must be
treated at an emergency scale of
effort and urgency.

Meredith Haines
Vienna

Letters to the Editor
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U.S. Air Force Reserve Airman 1st Class Daniel L. Serrano gradu-
ated from basic military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland,
San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, eight-week program that in-
cluded training in military discipline and studies, Air Force core val-
ues, physical fitness, and basic warfare principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic training also earn four credits toward
an associate in applied science degree through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force.

He is a 2018 graduate of Fairfax High School.

O
n Sept. 9, 1968 Oak View Elementary
School in Fairfax opened their doors
for the very first time and it’s time to
celebrate 50 years. Oak View invites

all current and former Eagles to join us on March
30, 2019 between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. for a day of
rides, games, tours, food, and even a photo booth.
We will host a short Commemorative Ceremony be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m.  Come and connect with class-
mates, teachers, students, and administrators from
today and years past.

Our students and staff are what makes Oak View
so special. Oak View has four staff members who
have been here for more than 20 years and have seen
many of Oak View’s developments over the past five
decades.

“I love the sense of community among students,
teachers and parents that has always been a part of
our school,” says Terri Newman, a technology spe-
cialist at Oak View.

Karen Brudvig, who has been here for 28 years,
says, “The spirit and pride in the school is what makes
it special.”  Band Teacher, Kim Andray, and Sixth
Grade Teacher, Jon Fredrick, agree and add that the
students are also very excited to experience this once
in a lifetime event. Students have been participating
in a daily countdown to the 50th Anniversary on the
morning news show and were also treated to a new
addition to the cafeteria in anticipation of the 50th
Anniversary Celebration.

“We cannot wait to celebrate with you and we hope
to see you on March 30 as we celebrate or first 50
years and look forward to many more years of excel-
lence!”

RSVP: https://bit.ly/2thSQfr

—Hailey Bacharach, Elke Kaufmann,

Zoriana Novy, Sarah Papadopoulos

Fairfax High Graduate Completes
Military Training

Oak View Elementary Turns 50

Daniel L. Serrano

The cafeteria was recently painted in Oak
View green and gold.

Karen Brudvig has worked in the Oak View
office for 28 years.

Two of these sixth
graders have
parents who also
went to Oak View.

Photos

contributed
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By Natalia Megas

The Connection

“P
atriot Pawsabilities,” Northern
Virginia’s first cat lounge
opened in Fairfax to eager
customers waiting to hang

out with 35 adoptable cats and kittens liv-
ing cage-free in a 2,450 square feet space
until they find a home.

“I love it. It’s amazing,” said Bekka
Fontanilla from Centreville on opening day.

Furnished with couches, study tables, café
style chairs, and hammocks for the humans
and catwalks and cubbies for the cats, Pa-
triot Pawsabilities is a relaxed, sleek, and
inviting place that allows customers to see
the personality of cats. Honey, for example,
is normally quiet but at the cat lounge, can
be seen often zipping around.

“We were always focused on dogs and then
this came up,” said Starr Averitt from Clifton
at opening day.

Her son Bryce, 12, was excited to be there.
“It’s absolutely adorable,” he said about the
cat lounge.

The concept of the cat lounge is very much
like the concept of cat cafés: a place to go to

for a cat experience, whether someone is
looking to adopt but can’t decide or who
misses hanging out with felines. The cat
lounge is a location that allows customers
to interact with a variety of cats and kittens,
a supervised indoor pet rental, some say.

THE BRIGHTLY-LIT LOUNGE has a glass
enclosed room, referred to as the “fishbowl,”
where the kittens zipped around and purred
for attention as a line of customers quickly
formed on opening day. In the center of the
lounge is a floor-to-ceiling leafy wooden tree
that allows cats to “go up it like it’s nobody’s
business,” says owner Monique (Mo) Ryan,
a retired Army veteran.

“I’m so thrilled by the response on our
Facebook page. It’s so great,” she said.

The cat lounge works with two rescues,
Fancy Cats and HART, that take care of the
adoption applications and fees which go di-
rectly to the rescues (Ryan doesn’t receive
any fees). The lounge requires an entry fee
of $15 per hour, a fee that Ryan said is nec-
essary to keep the lounge operating. All prof-
its are donated to organizations that work
to reduce feral cat populations.

Ryan said it took two years for her dream

to become a reality, especially working with
Virginia’s strict health regulations. Ryan isn’t
allowed to serve customers food but they
can bring food in from University Mall.

On a trip through West Virginia one day,
Ryan said it was literally a sign on the side
of the road that motivated her to pursue
opening a cat café/lounge. It was a billboard
advertising the opening of a cat adoption
café in 2017.

“I was immediately drawn to the idea,”
she said. The rest is history.

But cat cafes weren’t a new concept to
Ryan. She first encountered them when she
and her family were stationed in Daegu,
South Korea where the booming industry
first began. And animals were always a pas-
sion for her growing up.

“We were the house that everyone brought
injured animals to,” she said. They had mon-
keys, ferrets, and chickens. One year, a big
cat came injured on their doorstep.

She opened the cat lounge for various rea-
sons, said Ryan, including her desire to help
animals and wounded warriors. Ryan said
she wants to help cats find good homes, help
veterans heal from the wounds not always
visible, and in the process, find some peace

family in the military where she rose through
the ranks.

After spending her military career jump-
ing out of planes, Ryan retired in 2006 with
a lot of head injuries, as well as injuries to
her knees, back and neck. The pain took a
toll on her body and psyche.

“Now I can’t run. I can’t lift anything. I
can barely ride a stationary bike. I can’t stand
for long periods of time without hurting. I
can’t sit for long periods of time without
hurting,” she said. “Having a normal job is
challenging.”

Because of this, Ryan relates to veterans
struggling to transition into civilian life. It’s
why she wants to eventually start veterans
outreach programs at the lounge. “Once you
get out, nobody really understands where
you’re coming from,” she says. “Soldiers get
out without adequate medical care. Soldiers
get out without any structure to catch them
when they fall.

“I know it was [hard] for me and I didn’t
have nearly as much a traumatic experience
as most veterans did,” she said. “One of the
reasons I did this cat lounge is because I was
getting depressed… I wanted to find my
identity again. Something that would get me
off the couch, re-motivate me, something
that was worthwhile.”

News

NOVA’s first cat lounge opens with a bang and a cause.

Patriot Pawsabilities Opens in Fairfax

Sofia and Sampson snuggle at the cat lounge.
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for herself. “That’s what I found here,” she
said.

A Dutch immigrant who served in the U.S.
Army for 20 years and now lives in Manassas
with her husband and two children, Ryan
moved from Helmond, Netherlands at the
age of 22 to Colorado Springs, Colo. with
her first husband, a college degree in Lib-
eral Arts, and plenty of hopes and dreams.
But her move to the U.S. wasn’t without

challenges. She eventually divorced and
lived with a friend for a while. With no fam-
ily, job, or roof over her head in the U.S.,
Ryan soon joined the military.

“It was absolutely out of desperation,” she
said. But Ryan, who learned English by
watching shows like “Dallas” and “Dynasty”
with Dutch subtitles and who speaks five
languages including French, German, Ital-
ian, English, and Dutch, found a home and

EVERY NOW AND THEN, Ryan’s cat “Able
Whiskey,” named in honor of Sergeant First
Class, Matt Kahler who was killed in 2008
in Afghanistan and “Bulldog 6,” named in
honor of her friend Major Tom Bostick killed
on July 27, 2006, can be seen relaxing in
the middle of room.

Ryan hopes for everyone passing through:
“Be happy for a while and don’t worry about
stuff,” she said.

Ryan offers 10 percent off to first respond-
ers, teachers, students, veterans and 65 and

older. She is scheduling cat yoga and cat
pilates, movie nights, painting classes, morn-
ing coffee with cats, and more.

There are some age restrictions. See the
Facebook page for more information. The
lounge is located at 10687 Braddock Rd. in
University Mall across George Mason Uni-
versity in Fairfax.

To make appointments, call 703-259-0174
and visit www.facebook.com/Patriot-
P a w s a b i l i t i e s - a - C a t - L o u n g e -
498840403855968/ for available time slots.

Mowgli on the
tree leaf.
Mowgli was
recently
adopted.

Sampson in the picture frame.

“One of the reasons I did this cat
lounge is because I was getting
depressed… I wanted to find my
identity again. Something that would
get me off the couch, re-motivate me,
something that was worthwhile.”

— Cat lounge owner Monique (Mo) Ryan

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384 Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Loving People to Life”
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Entertainment

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

F
eaturing a cast and crew
of 60, Paul VI High pre-
sents its Cappies entry,
the musical,

“Brigadoon.” It’s about a magical,
18th-century village in the high-
lands of Scotland that only ap-
pears every 100 years – and just
for a day.

It’s the 1940s, and two Ameri-
can hunters get lost in the woods
and come upon the village. But
when one falls in love with a vil-
lager named Fiona, he must
choose whether to stay there with
her or leave and never see her
again.

The curtain rises Friday-Satur-
day, April 5-6, at 7 p.m., and Sun-
day, April 7, at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$15, adults; $10, students and se-
nior citizens, at the door or via
stpvihs.booktix.com. And Director
Kathy d’Alelio is excited to bring
this show to the PVI stage.

“Ages ago, I acted in it, as Fiona,
in Summer Stock, and fell in love

with the music,” she said. “The
score is just gorgeous. And we’ve
done several years of contempo-
rary musicals, so I wanted to get
back to a classic.”

The school’s former choral direc-

tor, C.J. Capen, is the music direc-
tor. And, said d’Alelio, “He’s work-
ing beautifully with the kids – they
sound wonderful. We have tal-
ented students, both onstage and
behind the scenes. They’re all

working hard on a show they’d
never heard of before, and I had a
dialect coach teach them Scottish
accents.”

She said “Brigadoon” contains
humor, plus emotional moments.
“There’s a lot of joy in this show,”
said d’Alelio. “And seeing it, some
people will wish they had a magi-
cal place like Brigadoon to escape
to.”

PLAYING FIONA is senior Emma
Hitchcock. “She’s strong-willed,
but demure,” said Hitchcock. “She
wants love and will wait patiently
for the perfect person for her. I love
this role because Fiona’s compli-
cated and has depth to her actions
and words. And she questions
things that don’t make sense.”

Hitchcock’s favorite song is
“Heather on the Hill.” She sings it
with Nick Burgos, who plays
Fiona’s love interest, Tommy. “It’s
pretty,” she said. “And while sing-
ing, they realize they like each
other.”

Senior Grace Lyons plays a vil-
lager in the ensemble and under-
studies the role of Jane Ashton,
Tommy’s fiancé in New York.
“She’s rich, sophisticated and
speaks her mind,” said Lyons. “She
doesn’t realize Tommy was drift-
ing away from her, even before he
left, and she still loves him.”

Lyons said the “dancing and
scenery will hook people right
away because they’re pretty, vi-
brant, stimulating and engaging.”
And Hitchcock said the audience
“will love the music, dancing, ro-
mantic story and, hopefully, the
costumes.” She mentioned cos-
tumes because she and Lyons de-
signed and made some 75 percent
of the women’s costumes, plus
kilts for the men.

“We researched online to get his-
torical information and decided to
make blouses, stays and skirts,”
said Lyons. (A stay is a stiff, sup-
portive bodice worn outside a
blouse). Although they’ve headed
the costume crew two years,
they’ve never made this many out-
fits before, so it was labor-inten-
sive. They made patterns, took
people’s measurements and then
taught helpers to sew. Best, said
Lyons, was “seeing it all come to-
gether and seeing that it worked.”

“We’ll have the fabrics picked
and know generally what some-
thing will look like,” explained
Hitchcock. “But we don’t know for
sure until they’re wearing the cos-
tumes.” As for playing a lead while
designing, she said, “I had to re-
linquish control of things and
know my limits. I’m so lucky Grace
worked on this with me – she or-
ganized it all.”

Senior Rosemary Ketron has
headed the sound crew for four
years. She keeps track of the ac-
tors’ microphone packs and finds
the sound effects and music
needed for each play. That in-
cludes music before a show starts,
at intermission and as the audi-
ence leaves. “Music adds to the
show’s tone, such as urgency be-
cause time’s running out,” she ex-
plained. She also adds extra sound
effects, such as nature noises in
this production.

“The hardest part is tuning the
microphones so each actor sounds
like himself,” said Ketron. “The
soundboard has multiple knobs to
adjust each tone.”

She went into tech because she
liked the community of theater,
but didn’t want to be onstage. “In
middle school, I pressed a button
for announcements,” she said.
“And I wanted to learn more about
the complexity of sound. I also like
being in union with the actors.
We’re all PVI Players working to-
gether to put on the show, and
everyone is appreciated. I’ve made
great friendships and became an
expert in techniques I might not
have learned anywhere else.”

Set designer Caitlin Fernandez,
a senior, also plays a lead, villager
Meg Brockie. “She’s looking for
love and a partner to share her
life,” said Fernandez. “She’s out-
going, and I like singing her fun,
upbeat songs because she tells sto-
ries through them. She’s also the
show’s comic relief. My favorite
song is ‘My Mother’s Wedding Day,’
in which I tell a story to lighten a
sad moment.”

Fernandez said audiences will
like how this show is about “find-
ing love and being part of a com-
munity and a family. It’ll also let
them escape reality for a couple
hours.”

This was her first set design. “I’m
an artist and always loved theater,”
she said. “So I wanted to combine
those interests and transport
people to another world through
the set.” The scenes take place in
the Scottish highlands, on a town
square and inside some houses,
but most of the action happens
outdoors.

MOST DIFFICULT,  said
Fernandez, was “finding a way to
take the audience on this journey
without crowding the actors
onstage. It took me a couple
months, but it kept evolving and
improving. And eventually, all my
hard work paid off. When we
started building it, I could see the
pictures in my head come to life

Photo Courtesy of Eileen Curren

Playing the leads in Paul VI’s “Brigadoon” are (bottom
row, from left) Jak Ketron and Caitlin Fernandez; (second
row, from left) Maddie Mangilit and Emma Hitchcock;
and (back row, from left) Nick Burgos and Nick Herrera.

Paul VI High presents the musical, ‘Brigadoon.’

‘Classic Love Story’ in a Magical Place

See Brigadoon,  Page 15
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By David Siegel

The Connection

W
ith plenty of wit and tough
ness, and winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and multiple
Tony Awards including Best

Play, “‘August: Osage County’ may be one
of the best American plays of our time,” said
David Whitehead, Providence Players
board. “Its portrayal of the collapse of the
nuclear family brings to the fore societal
changes that have happened over time and
across cultures.”

Written by Tracy Letts, “August: Osage
County” centers on a missing father, a
mother with a pill habit and three sisters
with their own share of little secrets. When
the larger family has to unexpectedly re-
unite after Dad disappears, their Oklahoma
family homestead becomes a place full of
tumult, unsettling mysteries with plenty of
scathingly acidic and uproarious dialogue.

“August: Osage County” is about “a family
and all of the complex relationships and se-
crets that lurk beneath told with a sense of
dark humor,” said director Michael Donahue.
“I love to direct theatrically challenging and
complex plays … to bring to life these char-
acters with all of their flaws so that the au-
dience will have empathy for these people
while laughing at the dark humor.”

The Providence Players cast includes sea-

soned Providence Players members and new
talent. The age spectrum runs from 14 years
of age to actors in their late 60s.

“We all know a family, group of people
that are what we consider a ‘trainwreck,’
but we fail to realize that those ‘trainwrecks’

are fully functioning families with ups and
downs, with good and bad times, just like
everyone else,” said David S. Rawlings who
plays Steve Heidebrecht.

“I wanted the opportunity to dig deep and
find the crevices of my character Barbara

Fordham, the joys, the struggles, the pain,
what twists and turns she emotionally en-
counters and how she prevails,” said Beth
Gilles Whitehead.

“This show will engage you. You will see
your own family in many ways, and in many
other ways, you will be grateful to note the
differences! You will be thoroughly enter-
tained,” said Mary Zuzik Andrechik who
plays Karen Weston.

“For a play that can be quite serious at
times, it is also hilarious. A lot of the hu-
mor in the show comes from the same place:
identifying with, or at least recognizing,
these characters in our own families and
ourselves,” added Andra Whitt who plays
Ivy Weston.

Providence Players presents “August: Os-
age County” at James Lee Community Cen-
ter Theater, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls
Church. Performances: March 29 to April
13, 2019.

Where and When
Providence Players presents “August: Osage

County” at James Lee Community Center
Theater, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls Church.
Performances: March 29 to April 13, 2019.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday matinees March 31 and April 7 at 2 p.m.
Tickets: Adults $20 Seniors (62+)/Students
$17. All seating reserved. Call 703-425-6782 or
visit www.providenceplayers.org

Providence Players presents
“August: Osage County.”Comedy-drama on Family Matters

Photo by Chip Gertzog/Courtesy Providence Players

Providence Players in rehearsal for “August: Osage County” (from left):
David S. Rawlings as Steve Heidebrecht, Mary Zuzik Andrechik as Karen
Weston, and Nora Rice as Jean Fordham.

Entertainment
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Spring Art Lessons
Art Lessons in Burke for 5-8 years; 8 years and older; and

teens and adults are held at the Woods Community Centre at
10100 Wards Grove Circle, Burke. Next session starts Tuesday,
April 2 or Saturday, April 6, 2019. Summer art camp registra-
tion opens in mid-April. Visit www.czartlessons.com or call
703-250-6930.

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 28-30
Our Country’s Good. Thursday-

Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday 2 and 8 p.m.
in the deLaski Performing Arts
Building, A105, TheaterSpace, on
GMU’s Fairfax Campus. In June 1789
in an Australian penal colony, a
marine lieutenant puts on a play to
celebrate the king’s birthday, using
the camp’s English convicts as his
cast of characters. Few of them can
read, let alone act, and the play is
being produced amidst food
shortages and barbaric punishments
– juxtaposed against the civilizing
influence of theatrical endeavor.
Contains language that some may
find offensive. $30 adults, $15
students, staff, seniors and groups.
Visit cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/our-
country-39-s-good.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 29-30
Mason Dance Company Gala. 8

p.m. in the Concert Hall on GMU’s
Fairfax Campus. The Gala Concert is
Mason Dance Company’s crowning
season event featuring a program of
works by contemporary professional
choreographers. This year the guest
choreographers include the Spanish
modern ballet dancer and
choreographer, and currently artistic
director of the Berlin State Ballet,
Nacho Duato; Greek choreographer
Andonis Foniadakis, who has
collaborated with many ballet
companies worldwide as both dancer
and choreographer; and Lucinda
Childs, an American postmodern
dancer/choreographer and actress.

$28 adults, $15 students and seniors,
$10 groups. Visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/mason-dance-
company-gala-at-the-center-for-the-
arts.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 29-31
August: Osage County. Friday-

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.
at James Lee Community Center,
2855 Annandale Road, Falls Church.
When the large Weston family
unexpectedly reunites after Dad
disappears, their Oklahoma family
homestead explodes in a maelstrom
of repressed truths and unsettling
mysteries. This play contains strong
language and adult content. $17-$20.
Email tickets@providenceplayers.org,
call 703-425-6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

Bye Bye Birdie. Friday-Saturday, 7:30
p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m. at Church of the
Good Shepherd (in the Grand Hall),
9350 Braddock Road, Burke. A
musical comedy for the whole family.
$15 adult, $10 student (18 or
younger). Purchase tickets at
www.goodshepherdplayers.com or
call 703-323-5400.

2019 Mason Dance Company Gala
Concert. Friday-Saturday, 8 p.m. at
the Center for the Arts Concert Hall
on GMU’s Fairfax Campus; Sunday, 4
p.m. at the Hylton Performing Arts
Center in Manassas. D.C.-area dance
enthusiasts have the opportunity to
witness some of the finest dance
performances this spring during the
Mason Dance Company’s 2019 Gala
Concert. The annual performances
features George Mason University
School of Dance students in three
challenging and thrilling works of
choreography by Nacho Duato (“Na
Floresta,” 1990), Lucinda Childs
(“Dance 1” from Dance, 1979), and

Andonis Foniadakis (“Kosmos,”
2014). Tickets to the Mason Dance
Company Gala Concert are $28 for
adults; $15 for students and seniors;
and $10 for groups. Tickets to the
Center for the Arts performance are
available online at cfa.gmu.edu, by
phone at 703-993-8888, or in person
at the box office (4400 University
Drive). Tickets for the Hylton
Performing Arts Center are available
online at hyltoncenter.org, by phone
at 703-993-7759, or at the box office,
10960 George Mason Circle.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
NoVaTEEN Book Festival. 9:30 a.m.

at Marshall High School, 7731
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. The
NoVaTEEN Book Festival is back with
a day full of panels, games, and
signings with over 30 bestselling and
emerging Young Adult authors. Learn
more on the official festival website.
The event is free and open to to the
public; tickets and schedule at
novateenbookfestival.com.

Spring Fling Features Alice
McDermott. At the Springfield Golf
and Country Club. Alice McDermott,
winner of the National Book Award
for Charming Billy, will be the
featured speaker at the AAUW’s
annual Spring Fling. This fundraiser,
which includes a luncheon and silent
auction, supports AAUW programs
such as fellowships, leadership
development, lifelong education for
women, the Legal Advocacy Fund
and other similar projects. $40;
reservation deadline is March 22.
Email Absauberman@aol.com with
questions or
SpringFlingAAUW@gmail.com to
make a reservation.

Chili Cookoff. 1 p.m. at Hopsfrog
Grille, 6030 Burke Commons Road,
Burke. Hopsfrog Grille’s annual Chili
Cookoff benefiting the Fort Belvoir
Fisher House (www.fisherhouse.org)
features chili tasting and raffle.
Contestant pre-registration by March
17; $10 per chili entry. Chili tasters:
$10 and a vote for best chili. Call
703-239-9324.

Faulty Artist Series: Julianna
Nickel & James Nickel. 4 p.m. in
the Harris Theatre on GMU’s Fairfax
Campus. Julianna Nickel is Adjunct
Professor of Flute at George Mason
University and a recipient of Mason’s
2017 Distinguished Teacher of the
Year. James Nickel has served as
Third horn with the National
Symphony Orchestra since 2008.
Free and open to the public. Visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/faculty-artist-
series-julianna-nickel-flute-amp-
james-nickel-horn.

The Mason Dance Fête. 5:30 p.m. in
the deLaski Performing Arts Building
on GMU’s Fairfax Campus. Held prior
to the March 30 Dance Gala Concert,
The Mason Dance Fête is an intimate
benefit reception featuring a Q&A
with Lucinda Childs and student
showcases exploring the featured
dances. All net proceeds from The
Mason Dance Fête go towards School
of Dance scholarship funds. The
event, which is Co-Chaired by
Kimberly K. Eby and Donna L. Kidd,
begins at 5:30 p.m. and will include

Students of Carol Zeitlin
explore interpreting a seal
into a line drawing.
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Book Signing
John A. Wasowicz will be discussing and

signing copies of his legal thriller,
“Daingerfield Island.” Wasowicz resides
in Mt. Vernon; he practiced law for 10
years in Fairfax County and is a former
president of the Fairfax Bar Associa-
tion. Sunday, March 31, 2-5 p.m. at
Barnes & Noble, 12193 Fair Lakes
Promenade Drive, Fairfax. Free. Email
AlendronLLC@aol.com for more.

wine, hors d’oeuvres and a dessert
reception. Proceeds from The Mason
Dance Fête go towards School of
Dance scholarship funds. $95 for
reception and performance. Visit
dance.gmu.edu/mason-dance-fete.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 30-31
Children’s Book Sale. Saturday, 10

a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, 1-3 p.m. at City
of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360
North St., Fairfax. Thousands of
gently read books and non-book
media organized by categories
including picture books, early
readers, nonfiction, chapter books,
young adult, etc. $0.50-$2. Some
specials $3-$4. Check or cash only.
Plenty of free parking in library
garage. Free admission. Email
FriendsofFairfaxCityLibrary@cox.net.

Marvel Universe Live. At EagleBank
Arena, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Marvel Universe LIVE is performing
at EagleBank Arena. $20. Show times
are Saturday, March 30 at 11 a.m., 3
p.m. and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, March
31 at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Visit
www.marveluniverselive.com/tickets.

SUNDAY/MARCH 31
Book Launch: City of Peace. 11:15

a.m. at the Fairfax Presbyterian
Church, 10723 Main St., Fairfax. A
launch party for City of Peace by
Henry G. Brinton will take place as
part of a “Morning of Music and
Mystery” and will begin in the
church’s Fellowship Hall with a short
talk and several readings. The event
will end with a book-signing. Copies
of City of Peace will be available for
purchase. Visit henrygbrinton.com.

Learn about the “Tender Cars” on
Trains. 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station.
Learn about the “Tender Cars” a type
of railroad car on trains. Story boards
and a craft will begin the series of
activities to learn about the different
types of cars on trains. Ages 16 and
older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under,
free. Visit www.fairfax-station.org or
call 703-425-9225.

Faculty Artist Series: Dr. Dorotea
Racz, Cello. 3 p.m. in the Harris
Theatre on GMU’s Fairfax Campus.
Croatian cellist Dorotea Rácz has
concertized throughout Europe,
United States, Central, and South
America as a soloist, recitalist, and
chamber musician. Free and open to
the public. Visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/faculty-artist-
series-dr-dorotea-racz-cello.

Aquila Theatre: A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. 7 p.m. at GMU’s
Center for the Arts, Concert Hall,
Fairfax Campus. Aquila Theatre
returns with a magical and witty
production of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. Shakespeare’s timeless tale of
love with its many complications
never fails to entertain and remind us
of his literary genius. A pre-
performance discussion with a
member of the company begins 45
minutes prior to the performance.
$44, $37, $26. For tickets, visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/aquila-theatre-
a-midsummer-night-39-s-dream.

MONDAY/APRIL 1
Big Band Showdown. 8 p.m. at the

Concert Hall on GMU’s Fairfax
Campus. The Mason Jazz Ensemble,
directed by Jim Carroll, offers
opportunities for improvisation,
performance, recording, writing,
leadership and service. $12 adults,
$8 seniors, $5 youth through grade
12. Visit cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/big-
band-showdown for tickets.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 4-6
Our Country’s Good. Thursday-

Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday 2 and 8 p.m.
in the deLaski Performing Arts

Building, A105, TheaterSpace, on
GMU’s Fairfax Campus. In June 1789
in an Australian penal colony, a
marine lieutenant puts on a play to
celebrate the king’s birthday, using
the camp’s English convicts as his
cast of characters. Few of them can
read, let alone act, and the play is
being produced amidst food
shortages and barbaric punishments
– juxtaposed against the civilizing
influence of theatrical endeavor.
Contains language that some may
find offensive. $30 adults, $15
students, staff, seniors and groups.
Visit cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/our-
country-39-s-good.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 4-7
August: Osage County. Thursday-

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.
at James Lee Community Center,
2855 Annandale Road, Falls Church.
When the large Weston family
unexpectedly reunites after Dad
disappears, their Oklahoma family
homestead explodes in a maelstrom
of repressed truths and unsettling
mysteries. This play contains strong
language and adult content. $17-$20.
Email tickets@providenceplayers.org,
call 703-425-6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
GAMEmason. 11:15 a.m.-9:30 p.m. in

the Center for the Arts Concert Hall
and throughout the Music Theater
building on GMU’s Fairfax Campus.
GAMEmason (Gaming, Appearances,
Meet and Greets and Experiences) is
an all-day gaming convention.
GAMEmason features educational
panels, appearances, and meet-n-
greets. The event also includes bring-
your-own communal gameplay
opportunities and food trucks
throughout the day. $20-$40. Find
tickets and information at
si.gmu.edu/gamemason.

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy
free coffee, entertaining callers, a
friendly atmosphere, $1,000
guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food
available for purchase. All proceeds
go to purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 5-6
Genealogy Conference/Expo.

Friday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, 9
a.m.-3:45 p.m. at Sheraton Reston
Hotel, 11810 Sunrise Valley Drive,
Reston. Fairfax Genealogical Society’s
two-day spring conference and expo.
Lectures, workshops, individual
consultations, vendors with items/
services of interest to family
researchers. Topics include:
Beginning and intermediate DNA;
African American Research; Land
Platting; Colonial Law and Religion;
Southern Migration, and more. FxGS
member, $100; non-member, $120.
Details at www.fxgs.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 5-7
Library Book Sale. Friday, 10 a.m.-5

p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Sunday, 1-3 p.m. at City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North St.,

Fairfax. Thousands of gently read
books organized in many categories.
Big selection of DVDs, CDs, and
audio books. Sunday is fill a
shopping bag day, $5. Cash or check
only. Free parking in library garage.
Email
FriendsofFairfaxCityLibrary@g-
mail.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
Ballet Performance: Cinderella. 2

and 7:30 p.m. at NOVA Community
College, Annandale Campus, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
Audiences of all ages will be dazzled
by this full-length production of this
classical fairy tale Cinderella.
Performers from Classical Ballet
Theatre will tell the story of a young
girl who discovers her prince with a
little help from her fairy godmother.
$15. Visit www.cbtnva.org/cinderella
or call 703-573-0182.

Russian National Ballet: Giselle. 8
p.m. at the Center for the Arts,
Concert Hall, on GMU’s Fairfax
Campus. In this tale of love, betrayal,
forgiveness, and redemption, a
heartbroken peasant girl dies after
discovering her lover is betrothed to
another. She wakes in a supernatural
realm inhabited by vengeful spirits
who enchant the forest. A pre-
performance discussion with a
member of the company begins 45
minutes prior to the performance.
$56, $48, $34. Family-Friendly. Visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/russian-
national-ballet-giselle for tickets.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
Author Event: Missy Sheldrake.

Noon-2 p.m. at Barnes and Noble in
Fair Lakes. Missy Sheldrake, of
Centreville, is the author/illustrator
of the “Keepers of the Wellsprings”
young adult fantasy series and will be
signing books. Visit
www.missysheldrake.com.

Russian National Ballet: The
Sleeping Beauty. 2 p.m. at the
Center for the Arts, Concert Hall, on
GMU’s Fairfax Campus. The whole
family will enjoy this lavish
production of the charming fairy tale
The Sleeping Beauty performed in
grand Russian style by the Russian
National Ballet. A pre-performance
discussion with a member of the
company begins 45 minutes prior to
the performance. $56, $48, $34.
Family friendly. Visit
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/russian-
national-ballet-the-sleeping-beauty
for tickets.

Nature Book Talk. 3:30-6 p.m. at
Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Nature Play at
Home author Nancy Striniste will
discuss the importance of children
experiencing time in nature and
provide how-tos on creating natural
playspaces. Proceeds benefit NoVA
Outside’s work to connect children to
nature. Talk and reception. $25-35.
Email nancy@earlyspace.com or visit
bit.ly/NaturePlayAtHomeLaunch.

Vocal Pops Concert. 6 p.m. in the
deLaski Performing Arts Building,
3001, de Laski Rehearsal Room, on
GMU’s Fairfax Campus. Under the
direction of Dr. Stan Engebretson.
Come for an evening of vocal pop
music presented by Mason a cappella
groups. Visit cfa.calendar.gmu.edu/
vocal-pops-concert.
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Entertainment

By David Siegel

The Connection

H
ollywood quality and locally curated,
the Northern Virginia (NOVA) Film
Festival returns for its fifth year at the
Mosaic’s Angelika Film Center. The

2019 NOVA Film Festival will screen more than three
dozen films, as well as spotlight screen plays, have
workshops on distribution and networking opportu-
nities.

“Our NOVA Film Festival showcases cinema’s cre-
ative talents from near and far. It offers audiences
the opportunity to see films before they are even
screened nationally,” said Fernando Mico, festival
founder and executive director.

This year NOVA Film Festival will be working with
Capital Film Market and the Virginia Film Office to
provide additional business-related opportunities for
filmmakers. Capital Film Market aims to bring at-
tention to films and filmmakers to those searching
for and buying new content for distribution through
digital platforms.

Local film makers will be well represented at the
NOVA Film Festival.

Roberto Carmona, Fairfax High School graduate
and 2012 George Mason University graduate, di-
rected the film “Dakota.”  The feature length “Da-
kota” is about a week in the life of a talented but
aimless singer, who is besieged by a failed relation-
ship and struggling to make peace with her past. She
is desperate to prove that she isn’t a failure. North-
ern Virginia locations were used in shooting the film.

Stephen MacKey from Purcellville, Va, produced a
feature documentary about the autism spectrum
titled “The Business of Autism.” The film emphasizes
the need for investment in supporting inclusive em-
ployment opportunities and the societal benefits of
providing meaningful employment for those on the
spectrum. It is estimated that 500,000 young people
with autism will become workforce age in the next
ten years.

Matthew Myslinski has worked with the
Smithsonian Institution. His film, “Four Corners” is
in the historical comedy adventure genre. The film
asks, in a time when nothing is left to explore, and
there was nothing new left to find, what then?  How
would a great adventurer react? What would one do
then? Many locations in the DMV were used in film-
ing.

Dylan K. Narang, a 1997 Fairfax High School gradu-

ate, wrote and directed a film titled “Sound Wave.”
A sci-fi/action feature film, it follows a teenage
inventor’s life as it spirals into disorder when a dis-
reputable group discovers he’s invented a device that
can hear into the past. Are voices left behind in an
empty room?

The NOVA Film Festival concludes with a Black-tie
awards ceremony including a major “Legends”
Award.

Where and When
Northern Virginia (NOVA) Film Festival at Angelika Film

Center, Mosaic District, 2911 District Ave, Fairfax.  Film
screenings are 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. from April 7 to April 14,
2019. General Admission tickets: $16. Seminars and panel
discussion tickets on topics such as screenwriting, film
production and distribution $25. Black tie awards evening
event $109.  All access VIP pass $200.  Detailed informa-
tion and tickets at www.novafilmfest.com or call
703.960-1970.

Festival to be held at Mosaic’s Angelika Cinema.

NOVA Film Festival Opens April 7

Scene from Matthew Myslinski’s comic adventure movie “Four Corners” to be
screened at Northern Virginia Film Festival
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Stephen
Mackey, direc-
tor, “The
Business of
Autism” to be
screened at
Northern
Virginia Film
Festival.

Fernando Mico,
Founder and
Executive
Director, North-
ern Virginia
Film Festival
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Loring, Entrance 1, Room 100. This workshop
presented by Dr. Kathryn DeLonga, PsyD, a
Licensed Clinical Psychologist and Director of
the Mood Brain and Development Unit
Psychological Treatment Program at the
National Institute for Mental Health, will
highlight the prevalence of major depressive
disorder and how to identify depression in
teenagers. Call 703-204-3941 or visit
www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/
parent-resource-center for more or to register.

Language Immersion Lottery Registration.
Immersion lottery registration will close on
March 29 for kindergarten. A SIS parent account
is required to register. More information about
Immersion programs and information meetings
can be found at www.fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
Northern Virginia Housing Expo. 10 a.m.-3

p.m. at Washington-Lee High School, 1301 N.
Stafford St. Dozens of exhibits and workshops
will provide all the information needed to rent
an apartment or purchase a first home at the
2019 Northern Virginia Housing Expo, a
regional housing fair. Free. Visit
www.novahousingexpo.org for more.

International Dinner & Play Workshop. 5-
7:30 p.m. at Sydenstricker United Methodist
Church, 8508 Hooes Road, Springfield. Infant
Toddler Family Day Care (ITFDC), a non-profit
organization providing child care resource and
referral services in Northern Virginia, will be
hosting the 2019 International Dinner & Play
Workshop for its network of 120 Early Child
Care Educators and 300 families. Visit
www.infanttoddler.com for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 1
Scholarship Application Deadline. The Bull

Run Civil War Roundtable in Centreville, Va., a
501 (3)c organization, offers a $2,000
scholarship to a public or private high school
senior who resides in Fairfax, City of Fairfax,
Manassas, Manassas Park, or Prince William
County. Applicants should plan to attend college
in the fall of 2019. Information and application
instructions can be found at bullruncwrt.org.

Bulletin

From Page 10

and become reality.”
Also doing double duty are seniors

Kathryn Webb and Maddie Mangilit. Both
play large roles while heading Brigadoon’s
marketing team. “In December, at
Alexandria’s Scottish Christmas Parade, we
passed out cards with the show dates on
it,” said Webb. “And in January at PVI’s all-
night party, we put on a small version of
the Scottish Games and gave free show tick-
ets to the winners.”

Mangilit started a YouTube channel for
the show and PVI Theater, highlighting the
musical’s rehearsal process and technical as-
pects. Students are hanging up show post-
ers in businesses, around school and in
other parishes. And, said Mangilit, “I’m
working with cast member Ryan Jahn on a
documentary of the making of ‘Brigadoon’
and will post it on YouTube.”

“We also had a poster-design contest,”
said Webb. “The winner, Caroline Elszy,
drew a beautiful landscape showing Tommy
and Fiona on a bridge, and I put it on the
show’s posters, buttons and business cards.”

Webb also portrays Ashton and dances in
the ensemble, and Mangilit plays Fiona’s
sister and does a special dance. Overall, said
Mangilit, “It’s a classic love story that’ll leave
audiences emotional.”

“It’s family-friendly, upbeat and fun,”
added Webb. “And the story is timeless.”

Brigadoon
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


