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ORIENTAL RUG CLEANING
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FOR EVERY 2
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Fefe and Jennifer Holtzman check out the Mirror Mirror exhibit in Waterfront Park.

‘Mirror Mirror’

Inaugural waterfront art exhibit opens to the public.

By Jeanne Theismann
GAZETTE PACKET

irror Mirror, an 8-foot-tall interactive
M art installation, formally opened March

30 at Waterfront Park as the inaugural
project in the city’s “Site See: New Views in Old
Town” planned series of temporary public art.

Commissioned by the Office of the Arts, “Mir-
ror Mirror” is part of the city’'s efforts to enrich
the experience of the waterfront along the
Potomac River.

“It's an honor to be the inaugural piece of pub-
lic art,” said artist Michael Szivos of New York-
based SOFTIlab, the firm that created the project.
“We were inspired by the architecture of the [Jones
Point] lighthouse and how it uses a lenticular lens

Jenny Becherer and
Brooke Sydnor Curran
visit Mirror Mirror in
Waterfront Park on
March 29.

to cast light, panoramically connecting land and
sea.”

The installation is set up as a 25-foot-long open
circle. The exterior features monochromatic mir-
rors to reflect the urban environment while the
interior surfaces are tinted with a full color spec-
trum. Both sides are clad with one-way mirrored
film.

Linear LED fixtures are located inside each of
the vertical components and four microphones are
evenly spaced at the top of the piece to pick up
ambient sound. When triggered by sound, the col-
umns light up as visitors interact with the piece.

“Sometimes you just get lucky,” said Szivos when
asked how he was selected as the featured artist.
“It's great to know this is just the beginning in a
larger series to showcase other art.”
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Or

Take...

IN-PLANT CLEANING
OF ONE RUG

25 Cents
April 4, 2019

Any Type
of Rug, Any
Price Level,

We Have a
Solution for You!

150%

e for rea. Not vald wiany other offers.

Gas Lines Targeted
For Replacement

Washington Gas schedules work
under VA SAVE program.

By Shirley Ruhe
GAZETTE PACKET

ashington Gas sent

a notice to the Clo-

ver College Park

Civic Association

(CCPCA) on March 8 indicating

that during a recent evaluation of

the neighborhood it determined

that several gas lines will be re-

placed under Virginia's SAVE Act.

The notice was accompanied with

a list of the 105 services that will

be affected with most located on

Bryan Street, Cambridge Road,

Crown View Drive, Dartmouth

Road, Skyhill Road, Vassar Place
and W. Taylor Run Parkway.

Work is scheduled to begin on

or about April 8 and to be com-
pleted within 12 weeks, weather
permitting. Washington Gas re-
quested a meeting with the CCPCA
on March 27 to share additional
information about the SAVE Act
passed in 2009-2010 to accelerate
replacement of gas facilities such
as those to be replaced in Clover
College Park.

A fact sheet accompanying the
Washington Gas notification out-
lined the steps in a typical natural
gas replacement beginning with
contact with the customer to
schedule the date of their service
replacement.

Gas will be turned off at the resi-
dence for no longer than one day

See Gas Lines, Page 7

Women Confront
Civic Challenges

Panel discusses systemic barriers
women face in politics.

By Dan Brendel and
Bridgette Adu-Wadier
GAZETTE PACKET

espite certain women'’s
advancement in local
and state elected offices,

a panel last week on civic activ-
ism highlighted systemic barriers
that women still face.

The panel, hosted on Monday,
March 25 by the Alexandria Com-
mission for Women, included fe

See Confronting, Page 20
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Its Not As If My
Life Depends On It

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Being totally honest with my oncologist, that
is. | mean, it’s not as if being diagnosed with non
small cell lung cancer, stage IV isnt a “terminal”
disease.

Oh wait, it is.

As my oncologist said to me at the initial Team
Lourie meeting: “I can treat you, but | can’t cure
you.”

Huh? Followed fairly soon after by the equally
distressing prognosis: “13 months to two years.”
Wait. WHAT!? (As Curly Howard of The Three
Stooges said years ago while looking into a mirror:
“I'm too young to die, too handsome, well, too
young anyway.”)

That prognosis — as you regular readers know
—is old news, as | recently passed my 10-year
anniversary; my oncologist’s “third miracle,” as he
characterizes me. And as life goes on, so too do
the studies and research and clinical trials.

As much progress as has been realized, still
there are few guarantees for lung cancer patients.
Although there are many more of us living beyond
the years our respective oncologists initially gave
us (our wildest dreams, | often say).

Living as a cancer patient/survivor, especially
one still undergoing treatment, requires regular
sit-downs with one’s oncologist to discuss and/
or assess lab work, results from diagnostic scans
and side effects — or as | refer to them: “straight-on
effects.” At these sit-downs, the oncologist will sit
down behind his computer and review my past
and inquire about the present, typing away as |
respond.

The questions are all too familiar.

My answers, maybe familiar as well. Because
if they’re not, they may catch the attention of
the doctor. And if they do catch his attention, he
likely will probe further into their occurrence;
their frequency, their location, their pain, their
intensity, etc. And in so doing, he may learn things
that could possibly alter/maybe even stop your
treatment.

The doctor may become so worried about the
symptoms you're describing, he may focus on
the symptom, not the cause. And that’s my fear in
being honest: he may stop the treatment. | realize
it might be counter-intuitive, but cancer scares the
hell out of me. As a direct consequence, dishones-
ty sometimes becomes one’s best policy.

Granted, being dishonest, or rather not totally
forthcoming, with the person entrusted in extend-
ing your life, doesn’t exactly win one the patient-
of-the-year award. But when that same one is
diagnosed with a “terminal” disease at age 54 and
a half, there’s a certain amount of clear thinking
that quickly dissipates.

And if that same one is “ambulanced” to the
hospital (in August 2013) for a week long stay in
SICU (surgical intensive care), the fear of God
is officially invoked which further clouds your
judgment.

If you live long enough, your judgment im-
proves but so too does your chance of dying. As |
find myself saying: “I just can’t keep on living with
this thing, can 12 I mean, | was diagnosed with a
‘terminal” disease. They don’t call it ‘terminal’ for
nothing.” But here | am, 10 years, post diagnosis,
and living the dream, so to speak.

So how do I answer the doctor’s questions
when doing so honestly might lead to a gruesome
outcome: hospitalization, and then, well, you
know.

Let me be clear then about my answers. Maybe
I’'m not so certain about the “straight-on” effects?
Maybe, they’re not that bad and continuing the
treatment will moderate the effects somehow while
continuing to keep the cancer in its current place —
without growing or moving?

| don’t mean to understate my condition, but
neither do | want to overrate it. Perhaps this mental
anguish I'm describing makes no sense. But that's
what cancer seems to do.

Nevertheless, | realize being honest with one’s
doctors is kind of important. Still, I may be too
afraid of the consequences to be so inclined.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Mojor Credit Cards
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News

‘Accountable’

FromM PACE |

details and have a draft policy recommen-
dation to Jinks this summer.

“Should we really be looking a hybrids at
this point at all, as a policy?” asked
Seifeldein, who believes fully electric ve-
hicles are the future. Can council members
“jump in before [the draft policy] gets to
the manager ...? Sometimes a lot of [staff]
work has already been done ... and then it
comes before council for a yea or nay.”

“Traditionally, a decision like this doesn’t
come to council. We decide, as staff, using
professional expertise, what kind of vehicles
to buy and how to buy them,” said Jinks.
“We will [have a broader discussion] when
we bring a policy to you. We've [first] got
to draft it, we've got to kick it around.”

“Clearly, council can exert whatever au-
thority we want,” said Mayor Justin Wil-
son. He thinks council should articulate a
“high level” goal — in this case, to attain
“the greenest possible fleet” — and instruct
staff to “bring us back a series of options.”

The exchange echoes a high-profile 2017
budget advisory task force, which lamented
that top-dollar capital projects often come
to council with subjective but undocu-
mented staff decisions baked in.

Staff next year will implement “a new
project justification and development pro-
cess,” said Morgan Routt, the city’s budget
director. The process “will require all
projects to meet specific criteria, including
alternatives analysis and civic engagement,
before advancing from concept to funding,
design and construction.”

The planning and zoning department
wants to add a new $103,000 “civic engage-
ment outreach coordinator” to “to ensure
that plans, policy changes, and development
applications are meaningfully shaped by the
communities they impact.”

Karl Moritz, the city’s planning director,
envisions the process behind last year’s
South Patrick Street Housing Affordability
Strategy as “the new standard for how we
do [community] outreach.” That approach
involved “everything from going door-to-
door to talk to people and handing out fly-
ers to live-streaming the [community en-
gagement] workshop.” But “all of that ... is
a work-intensive thing to do” requiring
more dedicated manpower, he said.

In the past, the city’s planning processes
have mainly attracted “regulars,” “people
who are familiar, people who have been
involved before,” said Jinks. Whereas “in
South Patrick Street, we got the largest par-
ticipation by renters in that plan than we've
really had in a planning [outreach initia-
tive].”

City staff are working on making the city
website more user-friendly and better
searchable, according to Craig Fifer, the
city’s communications and public informa-
tion director. Jinks proposes creating a new
$98,000 “web editor” position toward that
end.

For more, including budget materials and
video recordings of public budget events,
visit www.alexandriava.gov/Budget.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



SPECIAL SAVINGS

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS!
Have Your Vehicle Checked

for Open Campaigns/Recalls
Recall Hotline: 703-684-0710
SERVICE & PARTS DEPT HOURS:
Monday - Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

BUY 3
TIRES
AND

THE
4TH FOR $ 1
See Service

Advisor for details.
GOT TIRES?

INCLUDES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION,

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT FOR $39.95

T L TP H ANy OTHER O
VERIDLER "'N "I}"".\Nl.l'f ﬂl: PPF I:N"'Frl
WRITE-LS VLD DMLY AT ALERANDRE TOVOR. Tk

Jl-ul'-‘ LFELES ADOITYOMAL OFFER EXPFES 531/19.

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

NO
CHARGE

INITIAL INAGNOSIS

WE WILL RETRIEVE
VEHICLE CODES

& GIVEYOU

AN ESTIMATE

OF REPAIR COSTS.

T GALID WITH AT OTHER CFFER OR COUPOR TOTDER,
VEHSOLES ORLY COURIR LEUST BE FRESENTED AT TR OF
WETE-LE WAL ID OMLY A A EXANDS TOVOT TAX AAD BHOP
BUFPLITE ADDITICNAL OFFER EICPIRES 5/31/10.

ToyotaCare

Customers

Don't Forget Your FREE Service.
5,000 + 10,000 » 15,000 » 20,000 » 25,000
Mile Services

ToyotaCams

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Call your ASM for details

ToyotaCare Plus $329°00

Covers up 1o 4 yearsid5 000 mikes

FREE

BATTERY CHECK-UP

Check cold cranking amps and visual inspection of
battary condition, Includes battery condition peint cut

Saturcay, 8:00am to 5:00pm

YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF.
THAT'S EXACTLY WHY WE DON'T!

SIGHT LINE
WIPER BLADES

I
I
I
I
I
I
i
. oo |

§ OF 4 DEALERSHIPE
I THE HATION TO
RECERT Mith HOKOR

BRAKE SPECIAL

57995

Includes: Inztall Genuine Toyola fronl brake pads
inspect frond & rear rotors & drums. check tine
candition &nd inspact &l hardware. Pads only

HMHIHE HUTDHS MJDITIUHM.

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$9495 $349°5

NON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC

GET1

Slghl Line onh'

TRUESTART™ BATTERIES

SPECIAL $1 2995

OFFER
INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Includes: 84 month waranty, 24 manth Iree replacement,

24 month free roadside assistance
Does not apply b hyibrid batleries.

Includes: Genuine Toyola oil filer, up 1o 5 gis of comentional oil®
inspact windshield wipers, check lire conditicn, check ballery (with
primt-oid), inspect and adjzst all fiuid levels, nspect air & cabin air filters

VAHIAB LE DISCOU NT
$15.00 OFF when you spend $100.00 - $199.99
$30.00 OFF when you spend $200.00 - $299.99
$45.00 OFF when you spend $300.00 - $399.99

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL $50.00 OFF when you spend $400.00 or more

5691

Your car's alignment suffers, and can
cause uneven tire wear and steering problems.
INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts

& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure.
T VALY WTTH AR (ITHETE DR TR CR COLON . FUSORA, VTHICL TS DMLY COU

BREST M PHESERTRIE AT 1 O WRITE-UP WAL ORTY AT A2 RaDwin, TOvHA
TAX AHD SHOP SUPY DS ATDHTIONAL. CFCTH EXPSRES &310

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

CLEAN AIR A/C INSPECTION
& VENTILATION SPECIAL

$1 2995

Includes: Reptace cabin air filtar, and Toyola Evaporaton Sanvice
ueing anti-bactenial loam cleansar and odor eliminator
Bring back that new car smell!

'ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA:

BSMS Produchions, Inc. 1-B00-288-76T1 #201803015 |_ bean ]
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest,
but the best. This year marks our 39th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Old Town | $1,779,000

This circa 1877 all-brick Victorian gem
is fully detached on a double lot with
2 off-street parking spaces. Formal
entertaining spaces perfect for small or
larger gatherings. Serene walled garden.
Please call today for a private showing!
Colleen Coopersmith 703.338.2930
www.ColleenCoopersmith.com

Bucknell Manor | $585,000

Fantastic expanded Cape Cod.
Welcoming front porch with large living
room bay window. Kitchen with granite,
ceramic tile, & stainless appliances walks
out to back yard patio with fireplace.

Huge master suite. 6402 Cavalier Dr.
Kim Peele 703.244.5852
www.ThePeeleGroup.biz

2 Old Town
51,195,000
Extraordinary
Harborside
townhouse with
S river views from
O the sunny patio.
Spacious rooms
£ for entertaining,
hardwood floors
throughout, high
ceilings, deep moldings, plantation
shutters, 2 fireplaces, and new spa-
like master bath. Open chef's kitchen
with stainless appliances and granite
countertops. Garage parking for 2 cars.

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

e 3

Rosemont | $1,160,000
Renovated 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath Cape.
Generous living room with wood-burning
fireplace leads to sunrcom. Gourmet
kitchen opens to large family room. 3
badrooms upstairs. Finished basemant.

Private deck and serene backyard.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

DF‘EN SUN 4/7, 2-4

Bright and updated 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath
townhouse on a cul-de-sac that backs
to woods. Updated kitchen, hardwood
floors, new carpeting & paint. Finished
lower level with French doors leading to

large, fenced garden. 8214 McClelland PI.
Wendy Santantonio 703.625.8802
www. WendySantantonio.com

Fords Landing | $1,025,000
Three-bedroom, three-and-one-half-bath
plus den colonial nestled on the grassy
courtyard in the waterfront community of
Ford's Landing. One-car attached garage
with carport. Updated master bathroom.
711 Fords Landing Way

Kristen Jones 703.851.2556
www.alexandriabykj.com

Oid Town Alexandria condo with Potomac
River views from living, dining, bedroom
and large balcony! Not ground level
Spacious 1,068-5F with refinished floors.
Secure garage parking, storage, pool,
tennis, gym, and limo service to Matro.
Susan Craft 703.216.4501
www.SusanCraft.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10th, 8 - 10 AM

Join us at our Donor Lounge

Spring2ACTion

at 526 King Street, Alexandria

¥

oclates will match donations rakse

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.

703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
April 4-10, 2019
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Alexandria | $955,000

Great 3-level colonial in Varsity Park with
4 spacious bedrooms up, renovated
kitchen with breakfast bar and beautiful
master bath, finished walk-out lower
level, 2-car garage, and circular driveway
on a half acre lot. 1312 Knox Place

AJ Heidmann 703.474.1260
www.ajheidmann.com

Fairlington | 5485,000
Fabulous Fairlington Commons! Spacious
Clarendon model. 1,500-5F, 2-bedroom,
2-bath, open layout. Renovated basement
with den and stunning full bath. Large
deck. Plentiful cul-de-sac parking. Utah

Park at your doorstep, 1-stoplight to DC.
Karisue Wyson 703.615.0876
www.KarisueWyson.com

Old Town
$869,9200
Circa 1825, this
semi-detached

§ 2-bedroom, 1.5-
bath townhome
is historically
designated

8 updated.

[ Hardwood floors, 2
fireplaces with original mantels, exposed
brick and updated stainless kitchen. A
separate cariage house features beamed
ceilings, wood floors and double doors
which open onto the private patio.

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

ATLANTIC COAST @
MOSTCAGE

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



