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‘Fait Accompli’?
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State Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31), Bill Euille, Senica Lee, Alexandria City Council
member Amy Jackson, Arlington County Board member Libby Garvey, Alexandria
Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30) and OAR executive director
Elizabeth Jones Valderrama gather for a photo at the OAR Second Chances breakfast April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott.
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See Plan, Page 20

ACPS to release potential site options.
By Dan Brendel and
Bridgette Adu-Wadier
Gazette Packet

fter long discussion about
high school expansion
strategy, the School Board
will consider initial site options at
its April 25 meeting.
The city government’s FY 20202029 capital improvement budget,
currently under consideration,

A

would allocate $119 million for
capacity expansions — the second
single largest capital investment
on Alexandria’s horizon.
In response to ballooning enrollment, the School Board last year
launched the “High School
Project,” an initiative to add capacity and modernize programming.
The schools’ options for more
See ACPS, Page 20
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APD sergeants Charlette Mitchell and
Donna Barnes with administrator Leah
Tolliver at the OAR Second Chances
breakfast April 9.

ver community
pushback,
the
School Board approved a contentious plan to use the old Patrick
Henry K-8 School building as interim “swing space.”
The vote, held Thursday, April
4, was 8-1 with School Board
member Heather Thornton dissenting.
The school system originally
planned to raze the old Patrick
Henry building shortly after the
new one opened in January. But

the administration then thought to
repurpose the old building as an
interim facility — “swing space”
— to educate students from Douglas MacArthur Elementary while
it undergoes reconstruction. The
School Board had slated the Douglas MacArthur rebuild to finish in
FY 2025, subsequent to constructing an entirely new school elsewhere. That new school would
have served as swing space before
converting to its permanent use,
perhaps as a new middle school.
By patching up the old Patrick
Henry building instead, staff think

Next Steps for High
School Expansion

— Jeanne Theismann
Tiana Woods
tells her story
of desperation
facing eviction
with a young
child and a
husband in
prison: “I’d
never experienced something like
this.” Now
after assistance from
OAR, her husband has been helped with
getting a job after release from jail, her
rent is caught up, and she is working as
well. “Things have gotten better.” She
says OAR treated her with respect and
helped “when we had no place else to
turn.”
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viduals still in incarceration to provide classes in
essential life skills as well as case management and
employment coaching. Individuals in this program
have a recidivism rate of 14 percent compared to
54 percent for a comparable population nationally.
See www.oaronline.org.
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undreds of attendees turned out as Offender Aid and Restoration of Arlington, Falls Church and Alexandria held its
11th annual Second Chance Fundraising Breakfast
April 9 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott. The event
featured the journeys of reentry into the community by several formerly incarcerated clients.
OAR assisted 2,014 participants in their program
in 2018 including 635 men and women who received reentry assistance, both pre- and post-release and 1,432 men, women, boys and girls who
were enrolled in the Community Service program,
which is an alternative form of sentencing.
In addition, this was the third year of a new Intensive Reentry Program, which focuses on indi-

By Dan Brendel
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Second Chances

Event highlights
OAR services.

School Board approves swing space
plan over community objections.
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for everyone to enjoy — and for every
reader to glean something from.
“I try my utmost to really get toward different points of view,” he said. “Different
groups are represented. That was a goal
with my book, to build bridges. We are a
time when it’s not the worst for political
civility, but it’s not great.”
Available to readers through all major
retailers, “A Spiral into Marvelous Light”
was a novel that the publishers at Emerald
House Group were eager to get behind.
“I believe this story is a fundamental foundational tool that everyone should consider
using today,” said Elizabeth Burgdorf, publicity director for Emerald House. “The
message is: ‘Give others who are different
from you a chance. Don’t buy into a package deal of believing a certain way, or that
people who think differently are enemies
you need to shut down … If you do, you
may be missing out on a life-changing conversation, preventing yourself from learning a different perspective, or depriving
yourself of so much more.”
Gryboski has been following politics, and

“They say journalism
is one of the most
secular fields, that
individual journalists
are disproportionately
unreligious. I thought
I could help a little by
shedding some light
through fiction.”
the way it intertwines with religion, for as
long as he remembers.
“For most of my life, I lived in Alexandria, across the street from the epicenter of
American politics,” Gryboski said. “While in
high school, I used to regularly watch prime
time cable news and watch the pundits and
activists debate each other. From there, I
would look up the groups that were represented and read their websites. I debated
with non-like minded friends, usually in a
civil manner. Actually, for teenagers and
adolescents, I think we sometimes did a
better job of being civil in our disagreements
than many adults do today.”
As for the kind of job he did with “A Spiral into Marvelous Light,” Gryboski insists
that only time will tell.
“People who have read my manuscript as
of now have given me great feedback, but I
really won’t know whether or not I fulfilled
my goal until the book has been out for
awhile,” he said. “I’m cautiously optimistic
that I’m getting an important message
across.”
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SPECIAL SAVINGS
FOR YOUR TOYOTA

5/31/19.

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

5/31/19.

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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