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City Councilman Mo Seifeldin lights one of six candles of a candelabrum as state
Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-35) looks on during the 32" annual Days of Remembrance of
the Victims of the Holocaust Ceremony of Commemoration May 2 in Market Square.

Days of Remembrance

City ceremony honors
Holocaust victims.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

ocal religious and city leaders united
May 2 in Market Square to participate
in the 32™ annual Ceremony of Com-
memoration as part of the National Days
of Remembrance for the Victims of the Holocaust.

The annual ceremony is part of the weeklong
commemoration of the National Days of Remem-
brance, which took place this year from April 28
through May 4.

Dr. Edna Friedberg, a historian and curator at
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, served as
the featured speaker. Friedberg was joined by
Mayor Justin Wilson and leaders of the faith com-

munity in making remarks during the ceremony.
SEe REMEMBRANCE, PAGE 21

Mayor Justin Wilson presents a procla-
mation commemorating the Days of
Remembrance of the Victims of the
Holocaust to Rabbi Steven Rein of
Agudas Achim Congregation.

U.S. Holocaust Museum historian
and curator Dr. Edna Friedberg,

- second from right, joins local
religious leaders at the Days of

' Remembrance for the Victims of
the Holocaust Ceremony of Com-
memoration May 2 at Market
Square. With Friedberg are:
Rabbi David Spinrad, Beth EI
Hebrew Congregation; Pastor
Grace Han, Trinity United Method-
ist Church; Hazzan Elisheva
Dienstfrey and Rabbi Steven Rein,
Agudas Achim Congregation; and
Cantor Jason Kaufmann, Beth EI
Hebrew Congregation.
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State Reduces
Standardized Testing

ACPS: Good
change overall,
but also expects
to see failing
scores stand out.

By DAN BRENDEL
GAZETTE PACKET

tarting with this year’s class-

0f-2022 freshmen, high

school students will take
fewer state controlled standard-
ized tests, and more locally con-
trolled “performance-based” tests
instead.

The change comports with Alex-
andria City Public Schools’ incli-
nation.

“We have to have less emphasis
on standardized tests. ... It is

something that we are very ada-
mant about,” said Superintendent
Dr. Gregory Hutchings in February.

“The [Virginia] Board of Educa-
tion sees value in limiting the
number of high-stakes assess-
ments required to earn a diploma
and in allowing students to dem-
onstrate content knowledge
through performance-based as-
sessments,” said Board of Educa-
tion President Daniel Gecker.

As the name suggests, a perfor-
mance-based test assesses a
student’s knowledge as demon-
strated in a performed task, rather
than in answering multiple-choice
questions. For example, a perfor-
mance-based test in an earth sci-
ence class might require a student
to demonstrate taking measure-
ments from a local stream, said
Virginia Department of Education
spokesperson Charles Pyle.

See TESTING., PAGE 22

How To Bolster

Public Housing?

ARHA, city weighs new HUD
option to unlock private financing.

By DAN BRENDEL AND
BRIDGETTE ADU-WADIER
GCAZETTE PACKET

lexandria’s public housing
authority is considering
ways to extract value from

its real estate to offset federal
underfunding.

The Alexandria Redevelopment
and Housing Authority (ARHA)
administers federal housing pro-
grams, including public housing
and “Section 8” vouchers, locally.
ARHA currently serves over 2,700

households, 95 percent of which
make less than $50,000 annually,
and about a quarter of which make
less than $10,000. The private
housing market provides essen-
tially zero options at these income
levels. ARHA's waiting list includes
another 8,500 households.
Despite the need, ARHA con-
tends with severe money prob-
lems. Revenues from tenant rents
are small, and HUD funding for

traditional public housing has his-
SEe ARHA, PAGE 15
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CRWC

From Page 6

criticized celebrity journalism and
its negative impact on the objec-
tive, factual reporting that citizens
need.

McDevitt spoke of journalism as
a calling and of the industryOs
moral responsibility to readers and
to the nation as a whole.

The event was attended by many
former local Republican officials
and candidates, as well as Michael
Clinkscale, the only announced
GOP candidate for VirginiaOs
House of Delegates, District 45.
Former officials in attendance in-
cluded Frank Fannon and Bill
Cleveland. Former candidates in-
cluded Thomas Oh, Micah
Edmond, Monique Miles, and
Sean Lenehan. Lenahan now
serves as the chairman of the Al-
exandria Republican City Commit-
tee (ARCC).

CRWC is the Alexandria chapter
of both the Virginia and the Na-
tional Federation of Republican
Women (VFRW and NFRW).
CRWC encourages local conserva-
tive women of all ages to become
more politically involved by help-
ing support and elect Republican
candidates to public office at the
local, state, and national levels.
The club also has a conservative
book club and organizes activities
to support charitable organiza-
tions. More information is avail-
able at www.alexandriacrwc.org .
ARCC (at www.alexgop.org ) is the
Alexandria chapter of the national
Republican Party.

Remembrance

From Page 1

Wilson presented a proclama-
tion commemorating the Days of
Remembrance of the Victims of the
Holocaust to Rabbi Steven Rein of
Agudas Achim Congregation be-
fore he and members of City Coun-
cil participated in the lighting of a
candelabrum.

The candelabrum used in the
ceremony was donated to the city
by the late Charlene Schiff and her
husband Ed Schiff. Charlene Schiff
was the sole survivor of the Holo-
caust in her family and the cande-
labrum was donated in memory of
her parents and sister, as well as
the six million Jews and five mil-
lion others who perished in the
Holocaust.

The Days of Remembrance of
the Victims of the Holocaust was
designated by Congress in 1980.
In 1988, then-mayor Jim Moran
initiated the cityOs Ceremony of
Remembrance.

For more information on the
Holocaust, visit www.ushmm.org.
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The Weak
Before

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Hardly am | Robert Johnson, but every time
I’'m about to be “CT-scanned,” | feel like I'm at a
crossroads.

And though I've never made a deal with the
devil for good scan results (at least results with
which | can live), I have to admit to making a mo-
mentary prayer of sorts when | see an email from
my oncologist. An email that, given its arrival in my
inbox, five days or so after my scan, is generally the
one containing the results of the previous week’s
scan.

So, | take a deep breath and then exhale as |
prepare to click until I see his words. More often
than not, almost every time, in fact, his words:

“CT scan looked good,” as an example, have been
encouraging. Although, as with many things, past
results don’t guarantee future performance - or a
reasonable facsimile thereof.

Each good scan result (stable, shrinkage) does
not portend another good result in the future. The
results, both good or bad quite frankly, are kind of a
limited offer. If it's good, it means your treatment is
likely quo. If it's bad, it probably means things your
treatment is about to change.

Whatever treatment protocol you start or stop
or continue is only good, bad or indifferent until
your next scan (when the rubber hits the road, so
to speak). Which for me, according to my current
bi-weekly immunotherapy infusion schedule, is ev-
ery two months. So next week, the hammer comes
down or rather the slide (the thing you lay on)
comes out of the CT scanner and in and out I go.

Typically (meaning during my previous 10 years
of chemotherapy), | have been mostly symptom
free — other than the symptoms/side effects of the
treatment itself, not from the underlying cancer
cause. | have rarely felt anything and I certainly
haven't/didn’t/couldn’t see anything.

It's/I'm different now.

Now | can see and feel something, that some-
thing, located under my Adam’s apple is what
precipitated the change from chemotherapy/alimta
to my current immunotherapy/opdivo. The tumors
in my lungs (mediastinum), which is where this
whole mess began, remain stable. However, the
appearance of the “Adam’s apple” tumor changed
my reason for living.

And my new life, or rather my new cancer
life, has been tightened/shortened up. Now my
infusions are every two weeks, instead of the most
recent seven-week intervals (with alimta) and my
CT scans which had occurred every 12 weeks are
now only eight weeks apart.

All of which means | am constantly in the
throws of some kind of cancer anxiety (“labbing,”
infusing, scanning, meeting with my oncologist).

Not that after 10 years, | am unaccustomed
to this sort of “cancer-centricity,” it's more that its
crushing regularity is a constant reminder of my
mortality.

And not that I'm “woeing” is me, hardly. I'm
lucky to be alive. You all know I know that.

It's more the recurrence of “scanxiety” (not my
word, although | thought it was when | first used it),
the anxiety one feels waiting for the life and death
scan results, especially so if the results come more
frequently than previously. And believe me, that
extra month is well worth not having to wait.

So the news of my possible negative (not good)
scan results hopefully will be exaggerated, along
with my demise. And in that exaggeration perhaps |
can find some solace and humor.

‘Solace’ in that it turns out: what's all the fuss?
Humor, in that “It's better to look good than to feel
good, and you know you are, darlings,” as when
Billy Crystal invoked his inner Fernando Lamas
in his famous bit from his 1985 year on Satur-
day Night Live! In summary, it's nothing until it's
something, and even if it's something, it might not
be anything.

This sort of confusing mental gymnastics is what
occurs before, during and after these diagnostic
scans. And until you hear back from your oncolo-
gist, you really don’t know whether you're coming
or going, or whether it’s too little, too late.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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NEWS

Testing

FROM PAGE |

Traditional state-mandated “Standards of
Learning” — SOL, for short — testing isn’t
going away, but it’s “dialing back,” Pyle
added. Elementary and middle school stu-
dents will take the same number of SOL
tests. But high school students will take
fewer. High school students will now take
a minimum of five SOL tests throughout
their high school careers — one each in the
core subject areas of reading, writing, math,
science and history/social science. That’s
down from the old requirement of nine —
two in each core subject, plus a student se-
lected test — to qualify for Virginia’s Ad-
vanced Studies Diploma, and from six for
the less rigorous Standard Diploma.

In practice, the reduction could be more
substantial.

SOL assessments associated with any
number of courses in a given subject might
satisfy the standardized exam requirement
for that subject. For example, passing the
SOL test in any of three courses — earth
science, biology or chemistry — would sat-
isfy the state’s science requirement for a
Standard Diploma. But under the system
that’s phasing out, taking any of those
courses triggers the requirement to take the
corresponding end-of-course standardized
SOL exam. A student who really likes sci-
ence and takes all three courses would have
to take all three associated SOL exams, even
though doing so exceeds the graduation
requirement.

Whereas under the system that’s phasing
in, students only need to take and pass one
standardized test per core subject area. Tak-
ing additional classes, even if they have as-
sociated end-of-course SOL tests, won'’t trig-
ger the need to take additional standard-
ized assessments. The science lover would
only have to take and pass one science SOL,
not three. The history and social science
lover would only have to take and pass one
qualifying course’s SOL, not four. And so
on.

These changes only apply to students in
the class of 2022. Students in the classes of
2019-2021 will remain subject to the old
system’s more multiplicative testing require-
ments.

Hutchings’ administration cautions that,
when the state releases the next batch of
test results, T.C. Williams High School might
see lowered test scores. Part of the reason
is that serial test-passers would no longer
remain in the statistical pool to mask serial
test-failers. The administration also cautions
that, because of the policy changes, testing
results for the 2018-2019 school year can-
not be compared apples-to-apples to results
from 2017-2018. To illuminate and track
“achievement gaps” — sometimes also
called “opportunity gaps” — between de-
mographic student subgroups, the school
division relies on SOL performance results,
SAT scores and on-time graduation rates.
Asked if the new reduced testing require-
ments might affect tracking achievement/
opportunity gaps, the administration said
other measures — including PSAT, SAT and
Advanced Placement test scores — also
serve to track student progress.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



BUY 3
TIRES
AND

THE
4TH FOR $ 1

See Service
Advisor for details.
GOT TIRES?

INCLUDES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION,

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT FOR $39.95
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SPECIAL SAVINGS

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

NO
CHARGE

INITIAL INAGNOSIS

WE WILL RETRIEVE
VEHICLE CODES

& GIVEYOU

AN ESTIMATE

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA'S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

"‘J«(»Tf«»;ﬂm’:/"’

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS!

Have Your Vehicle Checked

for Open Campaigns/Recalls
Recall Hotline:

703-684-0710

.
TOFYOTA @
TOYOTA

ServiceCenfer e
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RECEIVING
THIS HONOR
10F 4 DEALERSHPS
N THE NATIDA TO

OF REPAIR COSTS.

NOT GALID WITH AT OTHER CFEFER OR DOUPGH TOTDE,
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WERTE-LE WAL ID OMLY A AEXANEFES TOVOTA TREK AID BHOP
BUFPLITE ADDITICNAL OFFER EXMRES 5/31/19.

ToyotaCare
wences  GUStOMErS

Don't Forget Your FREE Service,
5,000 + 10,000+ 15,000 + 20,000 » 25,000

Mile Services
Call your ASK lor detads

ToyotaCare Plus $32990

RECENE THIS HOMOEH Covnrs up o 4 years'dl’ 000 miles

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy » Alexandria, VA 22305
. BRAKE SPECIAL
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I
I
|
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GET1
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CABIN AIR FILTER

54495

INCLUDES: Replace dirty HEPA cabin air filter.
Bring back that new car smelll
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RUESTART™ BATTERIES

$1 2095

INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Includes: 84 month warranty, 24 month free reptacemant,

24 month free roadside assistance
[loes not apply o hybrid batteries.
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CLEAN AIR A/C INSPECTION
& VENTILATION SPECIAL

$129%

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

$2495 $3495

MNON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC

inspect ronl & rear rofoes & drums, check fire
canditicn and mspect &l hardware. Pads only,
MACHINE ROTORS ADDITIONAL
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VARIABLE DISCOUNT

$15.00 OFF when you spend $100.00 - $199.99
$30.00 OFF when you spend $200.00 - $299.99
$45.00 OFF when you spend $300.00 - $399.99
$50.00 OFF when you spend $400.00 or more
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Includes; Ganuina Toyota ail filter, up o 5 gis of conventional oil*,
inspect windshield wipers, check fire condition, check battery (with
print-out), inspect and adiust all fluid levels, inspect air & cabin air filtars

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

56995

Your car's alignment suffers, and can
cause uneven tire wear and steering problems.
INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts

& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure,
MNOT VLD WITH ARY OTHER OFFER 0A COUROM TOWIEA VEHICLES QRLY COURON
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T ARD EHOP SUPPLES ADDITIOHAL OFFER EXPRES LTNE

SERVICE & PARTS DEPT HOURS: Monday - Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm * Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind...
but the best. This year marks our 39th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn

more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

OPEN SAT 5/11 & SUN 5/12, 2-4

OPEN SUN 5/12, 2-4

not to be the biggest,

ypcEnearne,

ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

Alexandria | $939,900

Handsome 5-bedroom, 4.5-bath colonial situated on
one-third of an acre. Over 3,700 SF of luxury living and
entertaining space. Lower level rec room and au pair
suite. Private back yard with hot tub. 2-car attached
garage. 4112 Ferry Landing Road

Kristen Jones 703.851.2556
www.alexandriabykj.com

Arlington/National Landing | $1,499,000
Views Beyond Compare! This double unit condo
(2,800 5F) offers an open floor plan perfect for elegant
entertaining! Features include 3 bedrooms, 3 baths &
views of allthat is Washington, DC. Two car spaces &4th
of July fireworks convey! 1200 Crystal Dr #1413-1414,
Janet Caterson Price 703.622,5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

OPEN SAT 5/11, 1-4

Wilton Woods | $734,800

Beautifully maintained colonial on a very private lot.
Spacious rooms throughout with hardwood floors in
the living & dining rooms and the main level family
raom. 2 wood-burning fireplaces. Fully fenced rear
yard with deck. 2-car garage. 3420 Sharon Chapel Rd.
Bob Bazzle 703.599.8964

www.BobBazzle.com

Kingstowne | $1,099,000

Extracrdinary home with gleaming woed floors and
custom shutters. Gourmet kitchen with large island is
great for entertaining. Family room with gas fireplace
and built-ins. Beautiful master suite and fantastic
finished basement with wet bar, storage and more.
Rebecca McCullough 571.384.0941
www.RebeccaMcCullough.com

OPEN SAT 5/1, 2-4

Quaker Hill

$568,000

Beautiful 3-bedroom
garage townhomae
backing to treed setting
within minutes of
schools, shopping, Old
Town & Metro. Open
dining & living rooms
with sliding door to deck
& eat-in kitchan. Entry
level family room with
fireplace. Professionally
. painted throughout.

© 1241 Quaker Hill Drive
Julian Burke 'ma BET -1219
www.JulianBurke.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
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Alexandria | $389,000

3-bedroom, 1-bath, Hybla Valley Farms home on a
deep, level, 0.43-acre lot. There's room for expansion!
Driveway parking. Offered AS 1S. 2808 Woodlawn Trail

Ann Emery & Jim Shirey 202.607.6534
www.EmeryShireyGroup.com

OPEN SAT 5/11, 2-4 & SUN 5/12, 1-4

¥ Woodbridge

. $510,000

Fabulous large corner
& unit in Belmont Bay

L with Occoquan River
view from the living

1 room, eat-in kitchen

| and master bedroom.
| Gleaming wood floors,
plantation shutters,

2 bedrooms + den,

= and 2 full baths. Two

| garage parking spaces
and extra storage. 440
¢ Belmont Bay Dr #104
Waldl Crawford 703.629.5655
www.WaldiCrawford.com

LUXURY
I PORTFOLIO
AL SRl a INTERMATIONAL

Belle Haven | $1,150,000

Just a mile from Old Town Alexandria is lovely Belle
Haven and this gorgeous 20-year-old, 3,000-5F,
4-bedroom, 3.5-bath colonial with an open floor plan,
2 fireplaces, screened porch, stone-terraced rear
garden, and 1-car garage. HayesWoodHomes.com
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

Chris Hayes 703.944.7737

We are proud to be a Sponsor for

SCAN’s 7th Annual Croquet Day

Thursday, May 16, 2019 | 5-8 PM
Waterfront Park, Old Town Alexandria

Make a difference in our community while having fun with

family and friends! Teams of 2-4 players (ages 14+) can

compete for prizes with all proceeds supporting SCAN local
waork in child abuse prevention, education and advocacy.

For more information and tickets, visit:
WWW,SCANVILOTR

LUXURY B

BE AL BWE&T R

M ATLANTIC COAST a
MORTCAGE
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