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Recycling Efforts 
Gain Steam in  
Fairfax County
News, Page 12

Lone Star Gospel Singer
Draws Crowd to Tysons
Entertainment, Page 9

Oakton Library Hosts  
Muslim Culture Event

News, Page 6

From left: Muslim American Society members 
Fatima Abdallah and Asiya Akyurt enlightening 
attendees at Oakton Library of the religious, po-
litical, and technological contributions of Islam.
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News
Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or north@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

The Connection

F
airfax County Fire and Rescue De-
partment Chief John Butler didn’t
grow up wanting to be a
firefighter. Born in Liberia, he was

12 years old when his family was forced to
flee the country following a military coup
in April of 1980.

“My father was among those identified
as someone the new regime wanted to do
away with,” Butler said in recalling the cir-
cumstances that led to his immigration to
the U.S. “I’m not sure why since he was not
involved in politics or the military — he was
a businessman. But life had become tumul-
tuous and my parents decided that was not
how they wanted to raise their family.”

Less than a month later, the family had
resettled in Columbia, Md., where Butler
graduated from Oakland Mills High School.
He would go on to serve in the U.S. Marine
Corps and was home on leave when he ac-
companied a friend to take the test to be-
come a Howard County firefighter. That
decision would change his life, leading to a
career in firefighting and ultimately to his
being named the first African American fire
chief in Fairfax County.

“I wasn’t looking for a job,” Butler said.
“I was loving being a Marine. But while I
was waiting for my friend a recruiter con-
vinced me to take the test and when I
passed, I thought ‘Why not this?’ As I look
back on this path, the wild ride from that
lobby to where I am now is never lost on
me.”

BUTLER WAS NAMED last summer to

replace Chief Richard Bowers and
was formally sworn in Sept. 4,
2018. Prior to that he served 26
years with the Howard County
Department of Fire and Rescue
Services. He began as a
firefighter-paramedic, rising
through the ranks to serve in a
variety of roles, including as bat-
talion chief, emergency medical
services chief and administrative
chief before being named
Howard County’s first African
American Fire Chief in 2014.

“Howard County [Fire and Res-
cue] is a high performing organi-
zation, but it was time to take on
new challenges,” Butler said of
his move to the helm of Fairfax County, a
department three times the size of Howard
County. “I always thought highly of Fairfax
Fire and Rescue and am mindful of the more
recent challenges. I thought I could bring
something to the table — to help them get
realigned and continue going in a positive
direction.”

In addition to his firefighting experience,
Butler served in the Marines for 21 years,
including two combat tours.

“Joining the Marines is one of the best
decisions I ever made,” Butler said. “In com-
bat is where I grew a lot of my character.
It’s where I learned how to lead teams and
how to lead others on a shared mission and
vision.”

Butler’s vision for FCFRD is to regain the
reins of an organization bruised by claims
of bullying and harassment.

“I came here to establish guardrails, set a
vision and build a healthy team,” Butler

said. “We have a talented, diverse depart-
ment but we can’t solve problems using the
same thinking that created those problems.”

BUTLER HAS CREATED an equity and
inclusion council and implemented code of
conduct and social media policies. Social
media policies in particular have been un-
der scrutiny since the 2016 suicide death
of firefighter Nicole Mittendorff following
claims of online bullying.

“We need to reestablish and rebuild the
relationships that have taken a hit over the
years,” said Butler, who was a defendant in
a termination suit brought by a Howard
County battalion chief based on social me-
dia postings.

“The case — Buker vs Howard County —
went to the Supreme Court,” Butler said.
“We prevailed and stuck to strong social
media policies and a code of conduct that
basically says that if it disrupts the work-

place, we can hold you accountable. That’s
the platform I have for here — I won’t tol-
erate cyberbullying or any behavior that
disrupts the workplace.”

Butler, 52, holds a Master of
Science in management from
Johns Hopkins University and a
Bachelor of Arts from the Univer-
sity of Baltimore. He is a gradu-
ate of the National Fire
Academy’s Executive Fire Officer
Program and from Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government Leadership
in Crisis Program.

IN 2014, Butler was the recipi-
ent of Johns Hopkins University’s
Global Achievement Award for
his humanitarian work in Africa.
He has made multiple trips to the
Republic of Liberia, most recently
in January of this year, when he

assisted in training recruits for the Liberian
National Fire Service and visited the
Sayklon Orphanage. Butler uses his per-
sonal vacation time and pays for all ex-
penses out of his pocket.

“Whenever I return from trips such as this,
I am reminded of how fortunate we are to
have the things we have, the infrastructure
and quality of life that we enjoy and most
often take for granted,” said Butler follow-
ing his most recent trip.

Butler, who is married with three adult
children, hopes to have a positive impact
in Fairfax County.

“I am really loving the department, the
people I am working with and the direc-
tion we are going,” Butler said. “Most im-
portantly, I hope that my emphasis on trust,
courageous conversations and human en-
gagement is making a difference. But the
best way I can impact the organization is
by modeling good behavior.”

The road from Liberia to Fairfax County, with vision to regain the
reins of an organization bruised by claims of bullying and harassment.

Fire Chief John Butler To Set Vision
Fairfax County Fire Chief John Butler, second from right, working with
Liberian firefighters in January of this year.

Fairfax County Fire Chief John Butler helps a child with her toys at the
Firefighters and Friends Toy Distribution Day in December of 2018.

Photo contributed

John Butler addresses the media after being sworn
in as Fairfax County Fire Chief Sept. 4, 2018. Butler
is the first African American to hold the position.
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Opinion

M
embers of the Virginia General
Assembly were scheduled on
July 9 to convene in a special
session intended to address

gun violence. After the May 31 mass shooting
in Virginia Beach, Gov. Ralph Northam called
for a special session of the General Assembly
to address gun violence. Last week, he an-
nounced a package of eight bills for consider-
ation during the special session.

❖ Legislation requiring background checks
on all firearms sales and transactions.
The bill mandates that any person sell-
ing, renting, trading, or transferring a
firearm must first obtain the results of
a background check before completing the
transaction.

❖ Legislation banning dangerous weapons:
assault weapons, high-capacity magazines,
bump stocks and silencers.

❖ Legislation to reinstate Virginia’s success-
ful law allowing only one handgun purchase
within a 30-day period.

❖ Legislation requiring that lost and stolen
firearms be reported to law enforcement within
24 hours.

❖ Legislation creating an Extreme Risk Pro-

tective Order (Red Flag law), allowing law
enforcement and the courts to temporarily
separate a person from firearms if the person
exhibits dangerous behavior that presents an
immediate threat to self or others. This would
prevent suicides.

❖ Legislation prohibiting all individuals sub-
ject to final protective orders from possessing
firearms. The bill expands Virginia law which
currently prohibits individuals subject to final
protective orders of family abuse from possess-
ing firearms, keeping guns out of the hands of
domestic abusers.

❖ Legislation enhancing the punishment for
allowing access to loaded, unsecured firearm
by a child from a Class 3 Misdemeanor to a
Class 6 felony. The bill also raises the age of
the child from 14 to 18.

❖ Legislation allowing localities to
enact any firearms ordinances that are
stricter than state law. This includes
regulating firearms in municipal build-

ings, libraries and at permitted events.
These are in fact common sense proposals,

and each one should get consideration and a
vote. There’s a good chance that won’t be the
outcome because Republicans narrowly con-
trol both the House of Delegates and the Vir-
ginia Senate.

But the special session will focus legislators
and voters on the importance of these issues,
and that focus will serve the effort well,
whether or not any of the bills pass into law
this month.

Pet Connection,
Send Photos

The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly special
edition, will publish the last week of July, and
photos and stories of your pets with you and
your family should be submitted by Thursday,
July 25.

We invite you to send stories about your pets,
photos of you and your family with your cats,
dogs, llamas, alpacas, ponies, hamsters, snakes,
lizards, frogs, rabbits, or whatever other crea-
tures share your life with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between a
child and a dog, the story of how you came to
adopt your pet, or examples of amazing feats
of your creatures.

Just a cute photo is fine too. Our favorite
pictures include both pets and humans.

Please tell us a little bit about your creature,
identify everyone in the photo, give a brief
description of what is happening in the photo,
and include address and phone number (we
will not publish your address or phone num-
ber, just your town name).

Email to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or submit
online at

www.connectionnewspapers.com/pets.
For advertising information, email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Eight proposed bills
would make the
commonwealth safer.

Special Session on Gun Violence

Editorial

By Kenneth R.

“Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-

36)

T
he General
A s s e m b l y
went into

Special Session July 9
at the call of Gov.
Ralph Northam to
address gun violence
after a shooter with a
silencer on his pistol murdered a
dozen persons in a municipal
building in Virginia Beach. The
outcome of the session in which
legislators introduced eight differ-
ent bills at the request of the Gov-
ernor is unknown as I write this
column. I introduced the bill that
I have introduced at other sessions
to expand criminal background
checks for all firearm transactions
or universal background checks.

Virginia has had a criminal back-
ground check for gun purchases
for 30 years. The system was put
in place after a bill that was
heavily debated and that seemed
certain to be defeated was passed
with the support of a senior del-
egate, Vic Thomas, who was an

avid NRA supporter.
He concluded that it
was a bill the public
clearly wanted and
should pass because it
did not interfere with
the Second Amend-
ment. In what may
have been the last
time the NRA took
such a position, it did
not support but it did
not oppose the bill’s
passage. Governor

Gerald Baliles signed the bill into
law even though he had earlier
opposed any gun control legisla-
tion.

The resulting instant back-
ground check system that was put
into place continues operating to-
day. It was the promise of an in-
stant background check without
the need to wait for days for ap-
proval that was the feature that led
to the bill’s passage.

There was then that continues
today a major flaw in the law as
originally passed that supporters
had hoped to correct but have not
been successful in amending. The
law only applies to purchases
made with federally licensed gun

dealers. That’s about half the gun
sales in the state each year, al-
though exact statistics are un-
known because of statutory limi-
tations on gathering information
about gun sales put in place with
NRA advocacy. This flaw in the law
created what is referred to as the
“gun show loophole.” At any of the
numerous gun shows that are held
throughout the Commonwealth
one can purchase a gun from a
federally licensed gun dealer with
an instant background check; at
the next table at the show a per-
son can purchase a gun from an
unlicensed dealer with no identi-
fication needed and no questions
asked.

The astonishing statistic is that
in 2018 the Virginia State Police
conducted 446,333 firearms trans-
actions involving licensed dealers
with 3,457 of the transactions de-
nied because of previous criminal
behavior. Had the loophole in the
law been closed there may have
been as many as a half million
more checks with a proportionally
high number of persons with
criminal records being denied an-
other weapon.

What is good for the goose is

good for the gander, as I have al-
ways been told. With a successful
system for background checks in
place for thirty years without op-
position or hick-ups, all gun sales
should go through the system with
minor exceptions related to fam-
ily members. According to many
polls, the public supports univer-
sal background checks at levels
around 90 percent. It is time for
the legislature to act or be able to
explain to the public in the com-
ing political campaign why this old
adage is not being followed.

Good for the Gander

What Do You Think?
The Connection welcomes views

on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be

signed. Include home address and
home and business numbers.

Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors.
Letters to the Editor
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The following summary contains various incidents
of general interest as well as vehicular crashes
handled by the Town of Vienna Police Department
from June 28 – July 3, 2019.

INCIDENTS
Telephone Case — Town Hall 127 Center Street

South May 31, 6:24 p.m. A town employee re-
ported that someone left a voicemail using profane
language.

Telephone Case — 600 Block of Truman Circle,
SW May 8 between 12:05 a.m. and 12:10 a.m. A
resident reported that he was receiving harassing
messages on his social media accounts. The resi-
dent was advised on the process to obtain arrest
warrants.

Residential Alarm — 100 Block Oak St, SW June
14 between 3 and 8 p.m. Officers responded to a
residence, checked the premises, and did not see
anything out of place.

Assist Officer — Vienna Town Hall 127 Center
Street South June 27 between 3:45 p.m. and 4:45
p.m. Officer Nesbitt located a missing person from
Fairfax County who had made concerning state-
ments. Fairfax County Police was notified and
responded to the scene and took over the investi-
gation.

Petit Larceny — Westwood Country Club 800
Maple Avenue East July 1 between 2 and 6 p.m.
Two teens reported that someone took money from
their wallets while they were inside at the pool.

Suspicious Event — Patrick Henry Library 101
Maple Avenue East July 1, 4:17 p.m. A person took
a bag from an empty chair that belonged to some-
one else. The bag was later located and returned
to the owner.

Suspicious Event — 600 Block Roberts Drive,
NW July 1, 6:27 p.m. A resident reported observ-
ing her neighbor put her trash in front of another
residence.

Animal Case — 300 Block Owaissa Road, SW
July 1, 7:15 p.m. A resident reported very loud
squawking coming from a cage with multiple birds
in a neighbor’s yard. The officer attempted to make

contact with the homeowner but was unsuccessful.
Petit Larceny — 400 Block Victoria Court, NW

Between July 1, 8 p.m. and July 2, 5:50 a.m. A
resident reported that someone stole one of the
hubcaps from her parked vehicle.

Vandalism — Ware Street SW / Gibson Drive SW
July 2 between 1 and 1:15 p.m. A citizen reported
that someone had spray-painted graffiti on town
property.

Missing Adult — 400 Block Courthouse Road,
NE July 2, 3:10 p.m. Police responded to a resi-
dence to investigate the case of a missing adult. It
was later determined that the adult had taken an
Uber to a local airport and flew out of the state to
visit family.

Suspicious Event — 7-11 537 Maple Avenue
West July 2 at 6:53 p.m. A customer requested
police to assist with a verbal dispute she was hav-
ing with the employees. Police arrived on scene and
resolved the issue. The customer left the store with-
out any further incident.

Suspicious Event — 400 Block Roland Street, SW
July 2, 10:49 p.m. A resident met with an officer
to provide information on a suspicious person
walking up to an exterior door of his property.

Mental Case — 7-11 537 Maple Avenue West
July 3, 5:23 a.m. An emotionally disturbed person
requested police assistance. Police spoke with the
person and determined she did not need any fur-
ther medical assistance.

CRASHES
100 Nutley Street, SW — June 20, 3:50 p.m.

Vehicle-1 was stopped at a stop sign on Kingsley
Rd., SW, attempting to turn left onto Nutley St., S.
Vehicle-2 was traveling north on Nutley St. Vehicle
1 pulled out in front of Vehicle 2 and struck it at
an angle.

Mill Street, NE — June 21, 2:30 p.m. Vehicle-2
was parked and unoccupied in a valid parking spot
in front of 500 Mill Street NE. Vehicle-1 was mak-
ing a package delivery at the address when Driver-1
unknowingly backed into Vehicle-2. There was no
injury, only minor property damage.

Vienna Police Highlights
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News

Quantum Field officially opened last
weekend and players will soon get the
chance to enjoy this lighted, state-of-the-
art synthetic turf rectangular field. Quan-
tum Field and the adjacent parking lot
were the result of a proffer agreement be-
tween the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, the Park Authority and The Merid-
ian Group. Meridian designed and con-
structed the athletic field on a surface

parking lot owned by Element Critical.
The Fairfax Water Authority was a key
player, assisting in the accommodation of
nearby water mains. The field accommo-
dates five sports on a 180’ by 360’ sur-
face. The project also includes black vi-
nyl perimeter chain link fencing, concrete
walkways, bleacher pads, athletic field
and parking lot lighting, sound contain-
ing walls and landscaping.

Quantum Field Opens in Tysons Corner

Pictured from left: David Gill, Wire Gill LLP; Cathy Lewis, Fairfax
County Planning Division; Nora Mallett; Stephanie Pankiewiecz,
LandDesign; Jim Holben, Marketing Manager, Element Critical; David
Gelfond, Managing Director, The Meridian Group; Roger Wimmer,
Operations Director, Vienna Youth Soccer; Providence District Supervi-
sor Linda Smyth; Russell James, Vice President, The Meridian Group;
Providence District Park Authority Board Rep Ken Quincy; Dave
Bowden, Director, Park Planning and Development Division; Park
Authority Executive Director Kirk Kincannon; and Andi Dorlester,
Planner, FCPA Park Planning Division.
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By Mackenzie Williams

The Connection

O
n June 29, Oakton Public Li-
brary hosted a “Get to Know
Your Muslim Neighbor” cul-
tural event sponsored by Mus-

lim American Society’s D.C Chapter (MAS).
The occasion sparked learning and engaged
local Muslim community with library on-
goers.

Saturday’s event focused on Muslim cul-
ture evident within the United States and
celebrated its influence in everyday Ameri-
can life. Activities included a lecture on the
“Forgotten History of Muslims in Early
America,” Arabic calligraphy workshop,
Henna drawing and geometric art design-
ing. Food including baklava and stuffed
grape leaves was served which gave attend-
ees a taste of traditional Middle-Eastern cui-
sine.

MAS members presented a brief over-
view of the early Muslim presence and
later on influence in early America. The
lecture’s timeline began even prior to the
establishment of the United States begin-

Simons Island. Despite being suppressed
into slavery, these communities flourished
in religious freedom as a majority of Is-
landers practiced the teachings of Islam.
Island mosques began to emerge estab-
lishing their perpetual existence.

The Muslim population was quite influ-
ential on a myriad of U.S political issues
like slavery. These examples of early
American Muslims incorporated them into
the American narrative which is often
overlooked when viewing colonialism.

“Get to Know Your Muslim Neighbor”
promoted cultural inclusion and sparked
conversations about the religion. MAS
members intended the event to raise
awareness towards the Muslim commu-
nity through educational efforts as well
as acknowledging their American heri-
tage. Like other religions such as Chris-
tianity and Judaism, MAS wants to remind
others that Islam also holds a large de-
mographic in the U.S. Efforts like these
are attempting to change the perception
of Islam and recognize it not as a foreign
entity but, a religion indigenous to the
American people.

Oakton Library Hosts Muslim Culture Event

Photos by Mackenzie Williams/The Connection

A poster presentation at Oakton Library about the early Muslim history
in the U.S.

ning with the Battle of Bunker Hill (1775)
and Peter Buckminister, a slave believed
to be Muslim. Following the Revolution-

ary War, the Muslim population developed
along Georgia’s coastline throughout the
nineteenth century at Sapelo and St.

Photo contributed

Winning National Championship
The Full Court Basketball Academy Soldiers 7th grade national team
won the National Travel Basketball Association championship last
weekend in Myrtle Beach, S.C. Team members (front row, from left)
Tea Coronado of McLean, Mackenzie Holliday of Springfield, Avery
Bracher of Oakton, and (second row) Coach Brian McNicoll of
Reston, Audrey Bouhia of Leesburg, Caroline Koelliker of McLean,
Riley Hamburger of South Riding and Jocelyn Lohmeyer of Vienna.
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MAIN STREET HOME IMPROVEMENT
Siding - Decks - Roofing – Windows – Patios

Plastic bins
such as those
in this closet

can help
maximize
space in a

dorm room,
advises Susan

Unger of
ClutterSOS.

Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hen she moved out of her family home
and into a dorm room at Marymount
University, one of the obstacles that Grace

McKinley faced was creating a sense of style and or-
der in her new downsized dwelling.

“[My] biggest challenge was making a small space
feel like a functional home,” said McKinley, an inte-
rior design major who now works as an intern at
Case Design/Remodeling, Inc.

For students who are getting ready to head off to
college next month, part of their preparation includes
shopping for supplies to hold items ranging from
jeans and t-shirts to laptops and books. Like McKinley,
many will take on the task of finding pieces that will
serve the dual role of adding both aesthetic appeal
and efficient organization to a diminutive and aus-
tere room.

“First of all, since dorm rooms are really small, try
to only take what you know you will actually need,”
said Susan Unger of ClutterSOS. “If you can only
take your clothes, choose items needed for the cur-
rent season and then change them out when you
return home for a visit.”

Even for those who choose to take only a limited
amount clothing, finding the best use of space re-
quires creativity and precision. “Use bed risers to
make room for under-the-bed storage bins where you
can house items such as extra food and clothing you
don’t wear on a regular basis,” said Unger.

Students who, like McKinley, miss the comforts of
home, can use nostalgic reminders to smooth out
the transition. “I made sure to put up photos of
friends and family on the wall to add a sentimental
touch,” she said. “And I coordinated my favorite col-
ors in my bedding and organization items.” McKinley
said those items included stackable, plastic storage
trays that held her jewelry and school supplies.

In fact, tools for keeping order are essential when
trying to maximize the limitations of size-challenged
rooms. “Always think of using available vertical space
such as the back of doors,” said Unger. “You can ac-
tually use an over-the-door shoe bag for other things
like toiletries or food instead of shoes.”

Even dorm-sized appliances can be multi-func-
tional, says Unger. “If you have a refrigerator with
metal sides you can use magnetized bins for office

or kitchen supplies like condiments or eating uten-
sils,” she said. “A shower caddy is also a good idea
so that you can keep all your bathing supplies in one
place.”

When to comes to breathing life into sterile,
cramped quarters , a touch of vibrancy can have a
big impact says Allie Mann, designer and senior in-
teriors specialist at Case. “When decorating a small
space, don’t be afraid of color,” she said. “The best
small spaces are those that are the most colorful. So
many times folks are afraid of too much color. Be
bold and have fun.”

Accessories that Mann recommends include col-
orful peel-and-stick wallpaper. “Take any lamp and
give it life and character with pom poms from a craft
store,” she said.

While she encourages color creative, her advice
comes with a caveat. “Be careful not to mix too much
pattern,” she said. “Too much pattern in a small space
could be a bit dizzying.”

Now working as Mann’s design intern at Case,
McKinley says that, as she progressed in her major,
she began putting her newly acquired skills to use in
her dorm room. “In my interior design classes, we
learned that balancing elements of design like color,
shape, space, and texture creates the best spaces,”
she said. “Adding interest with a unique throw pil-
low, patterned rug, or a fun lamp can make a simple
dorm stand out from the rest.”

Adding style and creating space in tight quarters
Dorm Room Decor

When decorating a small space, interior
designer Allie Mann of Case Design/
Remodeling Inc. says that bold colors can
add vibrancy.
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Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The
deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

ONGOING
Drop-in Mah Jongg. Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-

noon at McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Players should have a
basic understanding of the rules and should
bring their current American MJ League card.
For McLean District residents. Email
emvarner@verizon.net for more.

Oak Marr Farmers’ Market. 8 a.m.-noon at
Oak Marr RECenter, 3200 Jermantown Road,
Oakton. Every Wednesday through Nov. 13, rain
or shine. Call 703-281-6501 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
oak-marr for more.

McLean Farmers Market. Fridays, through Nov.
15, 8 a.m.-noon at Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. Sixteen local farmers and
producers. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/mclean.

Great Falls Farmers Market. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., 778 Walker Road, Great Falls. Music,
vendors, fresh produce, fresh prepared food,
delightful bakery, spices from around the world,
wild-caught fish, grass-fed, free-range meats,
organic-fed poultry and eggs. Email
kathleen@greatfallsfarmersmarket.org for more.

Oakton Farmers Market. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1
p.m. at Unity of Fairfax Church, 2854 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. Year-round weekly farmers
market in Oakton. Local produce, meats/eggs,
dairy, baked goods, and more. Admission is free.
Visit community-foodworks.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 11
Nottoway Nights: David Bach Consort. 7:30

p.m. at Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse Road,
Vienna. Thursday evenings, through Aug. 22.
Bring a picnic and a blanket or chair. For last
minute weather cancellations call 703-324-7469
one hour prior to the program start time.

FRIDAY/JULY 12
ESL Playdate Cafe. 1-2 p.m. at Oakton Library,

10304 Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. Meet other
caregivers of young children. Adults practice
English while children enjoy play time in the
same room. Birth-5 years with adult. Free. Call
703-242-4020 or visit
ibrarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/event/
5260042.

Summer on the Green: Fat Chance (rock).
6:30 p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green. The Summer
on the Green concert series returns to Vienna’s
Town Green Friday nights through Aug. 23.
Please see the text below or the attached release
for details. Bring chairs and/or blankets. No
alcoholic beverages are permitted. Consider
leaving pets at home. In the event of rain, check
the weather line at 703-255-7842. Learn more at
www.viennava.gov/DocumentCenter/View/
3997.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 12-14
Seussical The Musical. Friday-Saturday, 7:30

p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m. at Alden Theatre, McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The McLean Community Players return
to the Alden Theatre with the musical
“Seussical,” which opens July 12, 2019, and
runs weekends through July 28. “Seussical”
brings together many beloved Dr. Seuss
characters. $15-$28. Email
info@McLeanPlayers.org or visit
www.McLeanPlayers.org for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 13
Book Collection. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at SunTrust Bank,

515 Maple Ave. East, Vienna. The McLean
Branch of the American Association of University
Women (AAUW) will be collecting used books,
CDs, DVDs, software, children’s books, records,
and recent textbooks. No encyclopedias, VHS or
audiotapes. Books for children are especially
needed. Books must be bagged or boxed and the
bags and boxes must be left with the books. The
book sale will be held Sept. 13-15 at the McLean
Community Center. Proceeds benefit
scholarships for women. Contact
aauwbookfair@gmail.com or 703-527-4206 with
questions.

Model Railroaders Open House. 1-5 p.m. at
the Vienna Depot, 231 Dominion Road NE.
Northern Virginia Model Railroaders hold an

open house at the Vienna Depot each month and
on Vienna celebration days, including Viva!
Vienna and the Vienna Holiday Stroll. Free
admission. Call 703-938-5157 or visit
www.nvmr.org.

Open Mic Night. 7-10 p.m. at Caffe Amouri, 107
Church St. NE, Vienna. Every Friday, a featured
host is the main performer and also the emcee
who introduces other performers who show up
to play music, recite poetry, or do a comedy
routine. Free admission. Call 703-938-1623 or
visit caffeamouri.com/events-calendar.

SUNDAY/JULY 14
Blood Drive. 7:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. at Lewinsville

Presbyterian Church, 1724 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Lewinsville Presbyterian Church will
host its next Blood Drive in partnership with
Inova. Those wishing to donate do not need to
be a member of Lewinsville. Bring a photo I.D.
when you come to donate. Call 703-356-7200 or
email Lewinsville-Church@lewinsville.org with
questions. Read eligibility requirements and sign
up at www.lewinsville.org/events/blood-drive/.

A Walk in the Park. 10-11:30 a.m. at Wolf Trap
National Park, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna. Join the
Green Spring Master Gardeners and Friends of
Wolf Trap for a walk and learn through the
Rain, Woodland and Pollinator Gardens or take
a guided hike along the trails, pond and
wetlands at the Park. Learn how Wolf Trap
National Park has created an oasis for native
plants and wildlife (and humans) in a highly
urbanized region. All ages are welcome. Leashed
dogs are welcome for the trail walk but are not
allowed in the gardens. Free. Registration
required at friendsofwolftrap.org/event/
july_2019_guided_walk/.

Summer Concerts: Frontiers - Journey
tribute band. 5 p.m. in the gazebo of McLean
Central Park, 1468 Dolley Madison Blvd.,
McLean. The Alden at the McLean Community
Center is again sponsoring free summer concerts
in the gazebo of McLean Central Park featuring
a mix of musical genres. Call 703-790-0123 or
visit www.aldentheatre.org.

Concerts on the Green: Jr. Cline and the
Recliners. 6-8 p.m. on the Great Falls Village
Centre Green. Bring picnic baskets, chairs and
blankets for an evening of live music. Free. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

TUESDAY/JULY 16
Kids on the Green: Bill Wellington (kids

songs and storytelling). 10 a.m. on the
Vienna Town Green. The Kids on the Green
series is a weekly collection of interactive animal
shows, magicians, puppet performances, and
more, running through Aug. 20. Free. Visit
viennava.gov for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 17
Stories, Songs & Sprinklers. 1 p.m. on the

Freeman Store lawn. Partnering with Historic
Vienna, Inc., the Town of Vienna invites young
children and families to an afternoon of
storybook reading, short songs, and fun with
water sprinklers. Free. Visit viennava.gov for
more.

THURSDAY/JULY 18
Nottoway Nights: The Aloha Boys. 7:30 p.m.

at Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse Road,
Vienna. Thursday evenings, through Aug. 22.
Bring a picnic and a blanket or chair. For last
minute weather cancellations call 703-324-7469
one hour prior to the program start time.

FRIDAY/JULY 19
Get Hooked on Fishing. 5:30-7:30 p.m. at

Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills St., Great
Falls. Riverbend is offering “River Fishing by
Boat.” In this class, participants age 5- adult will
learn to fish for smallmouth bass and sunfish
from a canoe or jon boat. Previous experience
rowing or paddling is not required, and boats,
PFDs, fishing rods and bait are provided. There
will be a maximum of three participants per
boat, one of whom must be 16 or older. Each
participant must register. $16 per person. If the
weather’s bad or river conditions are hazardous,
the program will be canceled. Call 703-759-
9018 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
riverbend.

Summer on the Green: Chillin’ on Church:
Mudlark (classic rock and blues). 6:30
p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green. Friday nights
through Aug. 23. Bring chairs and/or blankets.
No alcoholic beverages are permitted. Consider
leaving pets at home. In the event of rain, check
the weather line at 703-255-7842. Learn more
at www.viennava.gov/DocumentCenter/View/
3997.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 19-21
Seussical The Musical. Friday-Saturday, 7:30

p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m. at Alden Theatre, McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The McLean Community Players return
to the Alden Theatre with the musical
“Seussical,” which opens July 12, 2019, and
runs weekends through July 28. $15-$28. Email
info@McLeanPlayers.org or visit
www.McLeanPlayers.org for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 20
Open Mic Night. 7-10 p.m. at Caffe Amouri, 107

Church St. NE, Vienna. Every Friday, a featured
host is the main performer and also the emcee
who introduces other performers who show up
to play music, recite poetry, or do a comedy
routine. Free admission. Call 703-938-1623 or
visit caffeamouri.com/events-calendar.

SUNDAY/JULY 21
Visit Colvin Run Mill. Noon-3 p.m. at Colvin

Run Mill, 10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
See, hear and taste history with a visit to Colvin
Run Mill. Grinding demonstration turns wheat
or corn into flour and meal, and free wood
carving lessons onsite. Mill tours are $8 for
adults, $7 for students 16 and up with ID, and
$6 for children and seniors. No reservations are
required. Call 703-759-2771 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/colvin-run-mill.

Summer Concerts: Justin Trawick and the
Common Good. 5 p.m. in the gazebo of
McLean Central Park, 1468 Dolley Madison

Blvd., McLean. The Alden at the McLean
Community Center is again sponsoring free
summer concerts in the gazebo of McLean
Central Park featuring a mix of musical genres.
Call 703-790-0123 or visit
www.aldentheatre.org.

Concerts on the Green: the Unfinished. 6-8
p.m. on the Great Falls Village Centre Green.
Bring picnic baskets, chairs and blankets for an
evening of live music. Free. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

Summer on the Green: Vienna Community
Band. 6:30 p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green. Bring
chairs and/or blankets. No alcoholic beverages
are permitted. Consider leaving pets at home. In
the event of rain, check the weather line at 703-
255-7842. Learn more at www.viennava.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/3997.

TUESDAY/JULY 23
Kids on the Green: Michael Cantori

(magician). 10 a.m. on the Vienna Town
Green. The Kids on the Green series is a weekly
collection of interactive animal shows,
magicians, puppet performances, and more,
running through Aug. 20. Free. Visit
viennava.gov for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 24
Stories, Songs & Sprinklers. 1 p.m. on the

Freeman Store lawn. Partnering with Historic
Vienna, Inc., the Town of Vienna invites young
children and families to an afternoon of
storybook reading, short songs, and fun with
water sprinklers. Free. Visit viennava.gov for
more.

Family Movie Night: The Incredibles 2. 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church,
1724 Chain Bridge Road, McLean. Lewinsville’s
fourth Family Movie Night of the summer will
feature The Incredibles 2 (PG). A dinner of pizza
will be served. Bring a lawn chair and friends.
The community is welcome, visitors do not need
to be a member of Lewinsville. Visit
www.lewinsville.org/events/family-movie-night-
4/.

THURSDAY/JULY 25
Nottoway Nights: Randy Thompson Band.

7:30 p.m. at Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse
Road, Vienna. Thursday evenings, through Aug.
22. Bring a picnic and a blanket or chair. For
last minute weather cancellations call 703-324-
7469 one hour prior to the program start time.

FRIDAY/JULY 26
Summer on the Green: U.S. Army Band:

Swamp Romp (Louisiana jazz and folk).
6:30 p.m. on Vienna’s Town Green. Friday
nights through Aug. 23. Bring chairs and/or
blankets. No alcoholic beverages are permitted.
Consider leaving pets at home. In the event of
rain, check the weather line at 703-255-7842.
Learn more at www.viennava.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/3997.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/JULY 26-28
Seussical The Musical. Friday-Saturday, 7:30

p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m. at Alden Theatre, McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The McLean Community Players return
to the Alden Theatre with the musical
“Seussical,” which opens July 12, 2019, and
runs weekends through July 28. $15-$28. Email
info@McLeanPlayers.org or visit
www.McLeanPlayers.org for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 27
Open Mic Night. 7-10 p.m. at Caffe Amouri, 107

Church St. NE, Vienna. Every Friday, a featured
host is the main performer and also the emcee
who introduces other performers who show up
to play music, recite poetry, or do a comedy
routine. Free admission. Call 703-938-1623 or
visit caffeamouri.com/events-calendar.

SUNDAY/JULY 28
Summer Concerts: Slippery When Wet: The

Ultimate Bon Jovi Tribute. 5 p.m. in the
gazebo of McLean Central Park, 1468 Dolley
Madison Blvd., McLean. The Alden at the
McLean Community Center is again sponsoring
free summer concerts in the gazebo of McLean
Central Park featuring a mix of musical genres.
Call 703-790-0123 or visit
www.aldentheatre.org.

Concerts on the Green: Dr. Guy Van Syckle.
6-8 p.m. on the Great Falls Village Centre Green.
Bring picnic baskets, chairs and blankets for an
evening of live music. Free. Visit
www.celebrategreatfalls.org.

Calendar

Seussical The Musical
The McLean Community Players return to the Alden Theatre with the musical “Seussical,” which opens

July 12, 2019, and runs weekends through July 28. “Seussical” brings together many beloved Dr. Seuss
characters. Running weekends: July 12-14, July 19-21 and July 26-28; Friday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m.;
Sunday, 2 p.m. at Alden Theatre, McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. $15-$28.
Email info@McLeanPlayers.org or visit www.McLeanPlayers.org for more.
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National Parks & Canyons of the SW! Sept. 22-28....................................................................................................................................................  $2,295

Includes:  Air from Dulles, National or BWI, 6 nights hotel, Daily Breakfast, 2 Dinners, 1 Lunch, Transfers, Taxes & Sightseeing to include Grand 

Canyon West & Skywalk, Bryce & Zion Nat. Parks, Valley of Fire State Park & Las Vegas

 

Hawaii & Tahiti 18 night Cruise from LA. Jan. 5-23 ..............................................................................................................................  $4,185 plus taxes

Azamara's "Journey" which is All-Inclusive! Includes all meals & entertainment, All Spirits, beer & wine, Gratuities, Bottled water, speciality coffees & 

 

Tina Turner Musical on Broadway. April 7-8, 2020 ...................................................................................................................................................... $535

Motorcoach from Vienna, McLean Metro or Rockville, Overnight Edison Hotel in theatre district, Porterage, Orchestra seating for Show

703.242-2204     1-800-556-8646
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB

Celebrating
our 54th

Anniversary

Cats benefit from being in a foster home. We need long- and short-term
fosters for cats of all ages, mothers with litters and kittens on their own.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit our website,
cl ick on Participate

By Marti Moore

The Connection

A
 free outdoor concert by
gospel singer Tauren
Wells packs the plaza at
Tysons Corner Center

Friday evening with hundreds of
fans from both sides of the
Potomac.

Area residents — from
Frederick, Md., to Fauquier
County, Va. — of all ages enjoyed
the June 28 performance of this
rising Christian music star from
Texas.

The show is part of a concert
series coordinated by WGTS 91.9
FM, a contemporary Christian
music radio station in Washington,
and the shopping mall at Tysons
Corner Center.

Wells, 33, rocks his youthful
looks and charm onstage.  As he
performs his 2016 single “Unde-
feated,” Wells impresses a visitor
from Frederick.

MOST OVERNIGHT SUC-
CESSES are a long time in the
making and Wells is no exception.
Online reports state the Houston
resident started his music career
more than 15 years ago in school
at the Indiana Bible College —
where he and fellow students
formed a Christian pop and rock
band called Royal Tailor, for which
Wells was lead vocalist.

They released an album called
“Black & White” in 2011 that was
so good it was nominated a year
later in the category of Best Con-
temporary Christian Music at the
54th annual Grammy Awards. Also
in 2012, the group received a

nomination from the Gospel Mu-
sic Association for its annual Dove
Award for New Artist of the Year.

Royal Tailor disbanded in 2015
and Wells launched his solo career
a year later with his first single
“Undefeated.”

Years of hard work led to suc-
cess in 2018 as Wells took home
the GMA Dove Award for New Art-
ist of the Year.

Although “Undefeated” is the
perfect game-face rap for an ath-
lete in training, it was Wells’ in-
spirational title song from his 2017
album “Hills and Valleys” that
moved the University of Virginia
men’s basketball coach Tony
Bennett so much, he played it for
his team April 8 before the Cava-
liers took the court in the final
match of the 2019 NCAA Tourna-
ment.

“Hills and Valleys” earned two
nominations for a Grammy Award
in 2018 for Best Contemporary
Christian Performance and Song,
plus Contemporary Christian Al-
bum of the Year.

Wells’ fifth single “Known” —
released last year — was nomi-
nated for a 2019 Grammy Award
for Best Contemporary Christian
Performance and Song.

WELLS briefly mentions his “awe-
some learning experience” while
on tour last summer with super-
stars Lionel Ritchie and Mariah
Carey, and looks forward to the 30
shows he will perform soon.

“My very first headlining tour.
I’m so excited,” Wells said.  His
“Hills and Valleys” tour — with
Christian rapper Davies — kicks off
at 7 p.m. Sept. 26 in Fairfax County

at the Centreville Baptist Church
at 15100 Lee Highway.  Admission
is $28.50 and tickets are sold
online at theconcertspot.com.

The WGTS concert series contin-
ues July 26 with a free concert
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. by award-win-
ning Christian music artist Danny
Gokey — the American Idol final-
ist, who competed in 2009 with
Adam Lambert and Kris Allen,
winner of the singing contest’s
eighth season.

Seats in front of the stage are
limited and concert-goers are en-
couraged to bring their own lawn
chairs, blankets and sunglasses for
the radio station’s “91 Days of
Summer” celebration on the plaza
by the Lord & Taylor department
store in Tysons Corner Center at
1961 Chain Bridge Road in
Vienna. The event offers fun for
the whole family from 3-7 p.m.
with free ice cream, lawn games
and a live broadcast of the WGTS
radio show “Afternoons with
Johnny & Stacey.”

Visit the radio station online at
wgts919.com.

Lone Star Gospel Singer Is Fully
Known to Area Music Fans
Tauren Wells draws hundreds to free
concert at Tysons Corner Center.

From left:  Rachel Okotete, 24, of Centreville, Ashley
Freeman, 28, of the City of Alexandria, Larisa Robinson,
29 of Falls Church and Hanane Abdalla, 28, of Burke are
fans of gospel artist Tauren Wells — who ends his June 28
concert on the plaza at Tysons Corner Center on an
inspirational note with his 2017 song “Hills and Valleys.”

“I’m fully known and loved by you,” Mary Dy‡nn sings
along with Tauren Wells as he performs her favorite song
“Known” at an outdoor concert Friday evening on the
plaza at Tysons Corner Center. The 37-year-old stylist and
fashion blogger says the tender ballad’s lyrics mean so
much to her, she cries when she hears them on the radio.

Tauren Wells in his June 28 performance at Tysons Cor-
ner Center, where hundreds of music fans packed the
plaza to hear this Houston gospel artist sing. Wells re-
turns to Fairfax County Sept. 26 to kick off his first head-
lining tour called “Hills and Valleys” at the Centreville
Baptist Church.

Photos by Marti Moore/The Connection

News
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The McLean Branch of the American Associa-
tion of University Women (AAUW) Used Book Col-
lection will be held on Saturday, July 13, 9 a.m. -
1 p.m. at the SunTrust Bank, 515 Maple Avenue
East, Vienna. It will be collecting used books, CDs,
DVDs, software, children’s books, records, and re-
cent textbooks. No encyclopedias, VHS or audio-
tapes. Books for children are especially needed.

Books must be bagged or boxed and the bags and
boxes must be left with the books. If you have any
questions, contact aauwbookfair@gmail.com, or
703-527-4206.

The Book Sale will be held on Sept. 13-15 at
the McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Av-
enue, McLean. The book sale proceeds benefit
scholarships for women.

T
he Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority (FCEDA) has named Victor
Hoskins as its new president and chief ex-
ecutive officer. Hoskins is currently Direc-

tor of Economic Development for Arlington County,
Va., where he helped lead the successful regional
effort to bring Amazon’s HQ2 to Northern Virginia.
He previously served as Deputy Mayor of Planning
and Economic Development for the District of Co-
lumbia where he was instrumental in the develop-
ment of major sites in the District including City Cen-
ter, the Wharf and Union Market.

THE FCEDA helps businesses start, ex-
pand and relocate in Fairfax County by
promoting the county as one of the
world’s best business locations. Fairfax
County already is home to 10 Fortune
500 companies, more than 100 com-
panies on the Inc. 5000 list and 8,800
tech companies. It also has one of the
nation’s most educated workforces with
top-ranked schools and nearly 150,000
technology workers, or one in four jobs
in the county. Hoskins will assume his
new role Aug. 5.

“Victor has been an economic-development dy-
namo in our region for years. We are thrilled he is
bringing his experience and expertise to Fairfax
County,” said Catherine Lange, Chair of the Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority Board.
“After an extensive search, Fairfax County found the
right leader in our own backyard. Victor will be a
tremendous asset as we launch new initiatives to
strengthen and broaden our workforce and grow our
commercial enterprises. With his energy and wide-
ranging contacts, Victor will step up our efforts to
attract and retain top talent and increase business
investment in Fairfax County.”

FCEDA did not include Hoskins salary as its new
leader with its initial release. Hoskins was paid a
reported $221,900 for his role in Arlington.

Hoskins said he is eager to start his new job. “I
couldn’t be more excited to join the Fairfax County
Economic Development Authority as its new leader,”
Hoskins said. “Fairfax County is well known for its
pro-growth environment and its ability to attract,
train and retain talented workers. With the backing
of FCEDA’s excellent staff, I hope to do more of that
with increased outreach in the U.S. and abroad, es-
pecially among young people. As always, I hope to

work closely with my colleagues and friends in the
region. I also plan to increase our use of research
and digital communications to expand the county’s
dynamic workforce, attract startups and grow exist-
ing businesses.”

The FCEDA recently announced a new talent at-
traction and retention program to build on opportu-
nities created by Amazon’s HQ2 in Northern Virginia.
The program, which will receive $1 million in its first
year and $800,000 in succeeding years, will study
what organizations are doing to expand the talent

pipeline and will use that knowledge
to create a communications effort that
will include digital advertising, social
media, video/multimedia and outreach
to journalists.

Stephen Moret, president and CEO
of the Virginia Economic Development
Partnership, said Hoskins will bring in-
novation and cooperation to his new
role. “Victor will bring a uniquely com-
pelling mix of experience, savvy and
collaborative spirit to the FCEDA,”
Moret said. “He has a deep understand-
ing of all the elements of economic
development and how they interact.

Both innovative and practical, Victor energetically
cultivates local, regional and state partnerships that
enable collective success, just as he did in helping
attract HQ2 to Virginia.”

“Fairfax County is proud to have one of the best
workforces and business environments in the U.S.,”
said Sharon Bulova, Chair of the Fairfax Board of
Supervisors. “Under Victor’s leadership, we will make
sure Fairfax County is a place where talent and in-
novation want to be. We enthusiastically welcome
Victor to the Fairfax team.”

DURING HIS CAREER, Hoskins’ work has resulted
in the creation of nearly 375,000 jobs. He has led
teams that negotiated more than 700 major busi-
ness deals resulting in billions of dollars in private
investment. Amazon’s move to Northern Virginia
alone will bring more than 25,000 high tech jobs to
the region and will generate at least $3.2 billion for
Virginia.

Hoskins will succeed Gerald L. Gordon, Ph.D., who
retired in late 2018 after being with the FCEDA for
35 years and its president and CEO since 1987.
Hoskins’ selection follows a national search con-
ducted by Korn Ferry.

Used Book Collection to Be Held July 13
Area Roundups

Victor Hoskins named president and CEO of
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority.

Development Authority
Names New Leader

Victor Hoskins



Vienna/Oakton Connection  ❖  July 10-16, 2019  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

CAMPS
Camp Invention. Monday-Friday, July 22-26, at

Wolftrap Elementary School, 1903 Beulah Road.
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., $265. Camp Invention
challenges children in grades K-6 to find their
inner inventor. Various STEM-based activities
and at the end of the program, each camper will
bring home a robot. Visit invent.org/camp.

Summer Choir Camp. Monday-Friday, Aug. 12-
16 and Sunday, Aug. 18 at Church of the Holy
Comforter, 543 Beulah Road NE. $125 fee
includes lunches, recreational activities, music
education and camp t-shirt. All children in rising
2nd-7th grade are welcome. No prior music
experience or training required; solid reading
skills are highly recommended. Scholarships are
available. Download registration forms at
www.holycomforter.com.

THURSDAY/JULY 11
Caregivers Support Group. 10-11:30 a.m. at

UUCF Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Fairfax - Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. For caregivers to adult family
members with dementia. First and third
Thursdays of every month. Hosted by Shepherd’s
Center of Oakton-Vienna, scov.org. Contact
facilitator Jack Tarr at 703-821-6838 or
jtarr5@verizon.net.

Tysons Regional Chamber of Commerce
New and Prospective Member Orientation.
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Tower Club, 8000 Towers
Crescent Drive, Suite 1700, Vienna. Learn more
about the Tysons Regional Chamber and how to
make the most of a membership through the
various events, committees, member to member
benefits and marketing opportunities. Meet the
Chamber staff and hear from Board Members
how membership benefits small, medium, large
and non-profit companies. Registration is
required. Free for new and prospective
members. Sandwiches provided. Visit
www.tysonschamber.org.

SATURDAY/JULY 13
Car Seat Safety Check. 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at

the McLean district police station, 1437 Balls
Hill Road, McLean. Fairfax County Police
Department offers free safety check and install
events throughout the year to ensure children
travel safely. In preparation for inspection,
install the seat using the instructions that came
with the car seat. Trained officers will review
the car seat instructions and car owner’s manual
to be certain that they are being followed as
they should.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 17
Fairfax Commission on Aging Meets. 1-3

p.m. at McLean Governmental Center, Rooms A
& B, 1437 Balls Hill Road, Mclean. The public is
welcome to attend and join in the comment
period that begins each session. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-
adults/fairfax-area-commission-on-aging. Call
703-324-5403, TTY 711 for meeting access
needs.

THURSDAY/JULY 18
Caregivers Support Group. 10-11:30 a.m. at

UUCF Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Fairfax - Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. For caregivers to adult family
members with dementia. First and third
Thursdays of every month. Hosted by Shepherd’s
Center of Oakton-Vienna, scov.org. Contact
facilitator Jack Tarr at 703-821-6838 or
jtarr5@verizon.net.

Memory Cafe. 2-4 p.m. at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 1301 Trap Road, Vienna.
Connect with others living with loved ones with
dementia. Helping those with dementia and
their caregivers find fun, resources and “family.”
Email Carol Blackwell at lovriver@aol.com or
call at 571-236-6933.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 24
Fairfax County Park Authority Board

Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in the Herrity Building,
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 941,
Fairfax. The Park Authority Board’s 12
appointed members establish strategic policy
and direction for the Park Authority. Open to
the public. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
boardagn2.htm or call 703-324-8662.

Bulletin
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News

By Mike Salmon

The Connection

R
ecycling has hit some gray ar-
eas lately impacting the com-
mon mentality of throwing
things in the recycle bin. At one

time, all plastics, glass and aluminum were
a no-brainer, so filling the bin was easy.

The rules are changing though and it
turns out that half of what was headed to
be recycled now ends up in the landfill.
Contaminated materials must be removed,
glass is problematic, and not all plastics can
go through the machine. Blaming Fairfax
County is not entirely justified.

Fairfax County does collect the recyclable
material for only 44,000 households living
in sanitary districts, said Matthew Kaiser,
Information Officer for the Fairfax County
Department of Public Works and Environ-
mental Services. But this is only 10 percent
of the county and the remaining popula-
tion is served by private companies, like
Republic, American, Trash Away, etc. Then
the county has a contract with American
Recycling Center to process recyclables, and
they are sorted.

THE COUNTY operates two residential
recycling drop-off centers: the I-66 trans-
fer station in Fairfax and the I-95 landfill
complex in Lorton. Material collected there
(plastic bottles, metal cans, mixed paper,
cardboard) is delivered to American Recy-
cling Center by truck. Glass is transported
to a county glass processing plant at the
landfill complex. Both sites accept electron-
ics, cooking oil, scrap metal, and household
hazardous waste, all of which is disposed
of through private vendors, said Kaiser.

Now a “purple dumpster,” is the latest
accessory for recycling glass, and things get
complicated. Apparently, glass cannot be
included with the others, as it once was, so
hauling it off to the purple dumpster throws
a twist into the whole process.

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
supports recycling and dedicated a recent
newsletter “The Herrity Report,” to the re-
cycling efforts in the county. He starts out
with some “surprising truths,” in his news-
letter. For example, “the surprising truth is
that all of the glass you have put in the
curbside single stream recycling bins has
been going to the landfill for many years,”
he says, and notes it’s better to drive the
glass yourself to the Lorton or I-66 recy-
cling center. Plastic bags clog the recycling
machines, so instead of putting them in the
bin, take them to the grocery stores and put
them in a bag collection bin which is usu-
ally out front.

“People see the benefit in recycling,”
Herrity said.

Herrity did mention that the purple
dumpsters for glass is a good idea, and this

program will be expanded. “We’re going to
start putting purple bins at supervisor’s of-
fices,” he said, so it will be easier for people
to take their own glass for collection. Fairfax
County is also crushing the glass which in
turn makes it a substance like sand, which
is how glass is made in the first place. Then
it can be used in building materials. “Not a

big market for recycled glass,” Herrity said.
Kaiser did note a program the county is

embarking on a pilot program with local
wineries to have receptacles like purple bins
at the wineries so the customers can return
the empty bottles on site. They are trying
this at the Bull Run Winery near Centreville,
and the glass is taken to Lorton, crushed
and used in other projects.
“Glass processed in Lorton has
been used in two construction
projects so far and is being
tested as a suitable material for
roadbeds,” said Kaiser in an
email.

THE ROAD to the I-95 land-
fill is one of the construction
projects where they are using a mix of re-
cycled materials to construct and repair
roads as part of the county’s overall push
to deploy Smart Cities technologies.

Two material blends are being tested: a
40/60 mix of ash and crushed glass, and a
25/75 mix of ash and recycled concrete.
Approximately 400-500 tons of recycled
material are being used to fill 2,000 square
yards of roadway, the county website stated.
Crushed glass is also being used as pipe
bedding at Flatlick Branch in the Sully area
near Chantilly.

350 Fairfax
There is a group in the county that is fo-

cusing on recycling called “350 Fairfax,” and
they are looking for ways to enhance the
county recycling efforts. The “Plastic Free
Challenge,” is one effort they’ve started

along with other organizations, asking
Fairfax County residents to pledge to refuse
single-use plastic bags, bottles, and straws.

“For those who were already refusing
bags, bottles, and straws, we offered a list
of about 40 other ways they could reduce
their single-use plastic consumption,” said
Julie Kimmel, of 350 Fairfax. “We had more

than a thousand participants,
including local schools, small
businesses, and congregations,
and we’re hoping to reach a
wider audience when we do
the Challenge again this Octo-
ber,” she said.

“Dual stream recycling,” is
one effort Kimmel supports,
and this means picking up

separated materials on recycling day, cut-
ting down the possibility of contaminants
getting in the wrong pile. Montgomery
County, Md. uses this to some extent, with
one truck with two compartments.

For Fairfax to adopt this method “would
almost certainly cost more up front,” ad-
mitted Kimmel, but it would save money
and be environmentally advantageous over
the long run, she said.

Regardless of all these efforts, some re-
cycling bins do get filled up with material
that does not belong there and ends up in
the landfill anyways. Herrity points out this
“aspirational recycling” which increases the
cost for recycling, he said, and listed a few
items that are frequently found in the bins
but should not be. Those items include dia-
pers, garden hoses, coolers, Styrofoam,
food, car seats, and batteries.

“When in doubt, throw it out,” he said.

Recycling Efforts Gain Steam, Hit Bumps
Purple bins and
increased efforts
may be needed.

The recycle truck moves quickly through the neighbor-
hoods.

Knowing what to put out is half the battle.

Green bins for recycling only.

5 Ways
Wishful recycling harms the recycling pro-

cess; here are five ways you can help:
1. Only place empty, clean, dry, loose

items in your bin
2. Dump the Filthy Five! These five

items should never be placed in your
recycling bin:

1. Plastic bags
2. Shredded paper
3. Tanglers (hoses/hangers/cords)
4. Styrofoam containers
5. Dirty diapers
3. Purchase products made with high

recycled content
4. When in doubt, throw it out
5. Make an effort to reduce the amount

of waste you create
For more, see https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

news2/adjusting-to-new-recycling-realities-5-
ways-you-can-help-stop-wishful-recycling/

Recycling Recommendations
Here is a brief list of items and recycling recom-

mendations. See the county recycling website for
more details: (https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials)

❖ Mattressess & Box Springs - donate if possible,
but if not, take to landfill

❖ Plastic - reuse if possible and take bags to the
grocery store bin, but the rest can be put in the re-
cycle bin

❖ Furniture - donate if possible, but if not, take
to landfill

❖ Paint - If Latex, let air dry and throw container
in the regular trash; if oil based, take to Household

Hazardous Waste Site.
❖ Pizza Boxes - Throw in the trash
❖ Paper - recycle some, shredded paper goes in

the trash
❖ Glass - purple bin for most
❖ Styrofoam - packaging “peanuts” can be re-

used by some UPS stores, the rest goes in the trash
❖ Wood & lumber - Paneling, wood can be taken

to the I-66 Transfer Station or I-95 Landfill Com-
plex for disposal. Must not exceed eight feet in
length.

❖ Electronics Recycling - some can be “e-cycled”,
others to the landfill

“When in
doubt, throw
it out.”

— Pat Herrity on
recycling
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