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T
housands of revelers de-
scended on Alexandria to
ring in the New Year as a

midnight fireworks display ush-
ered in 2020 to conclude the 25th
anniversary celebration of First
Night Alexandria.

More than 100 performances
took place at 20 venues, with live
music and dancing along what
First Night executive director
Marilyn Patterson has dubbed the
city’s “Melodious Mile” – King
Street from the river to the George
Washington National Masonic
Memorial.

Patterson, in her second year as

executive director of the First
Night festivities, last year imple-
mented new events such as the
Kids Karnival, which again took
place from 6-9 p.m. at three rec-
reation centers across the city:
William Ramsey, Charles Houston
and Mount Vernon.

The First Night concept was

launched in Boston in 1975. While
hundreds of First Night events
across the country have disap-
peared since that time, First Night
Alexandria has continued to grow
and thrive, becoming one of the
largest and most successful events
in the region while adhering to the
original concept of charging one
price for an array of family-
friendly entertainment.
visit www.firstnightalexandria.org.

By Jeanne Theismann
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I
t is a project 25 years in the making,
but on Dec. 19, 2019, the official
groundbreaking was held for
Alexandria’s future Potomac Yard

Metro Station with Gov. Ralph Northam (D)
joining city officials at the ceremonial event.

Partial construction on the project began
months ago but final environmental approv-
als and permits, secured in the fall of 2019,
were needed before the next phases of con-
struction could begin.

“At one point this was going to be one big
football stadium used 10 times a year,” said
former U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8). “We
knew that was not an ideal use for this area.
After a culmination of a lot of years of plan-
ning and thoughtfulness, what we have now
is a Metro station that’s truly going to serve
the public’s interest.”

The station will be located between the
Reagan National Airport and Braddock
Road stations on the Blue and Yellow Lines.
It is slated to open in early 2022 at an esti-
mated cost of $320 million with an expected
ridership of 12,000 passengers per day.

Photo by C.J. Heatley III

Fireworks light up the sky over the Potomac River to
usher in 2020 in the finale of the 25th anniversary cel-
ebration of First Night Alexandria.

First Night celebrates 25 years.

Happy New Year

Official groundbreaking held for Potomac Yard Metro.

At Last: Metro at Potomac Yard

See Potomac Yard,  Page 4

Photos by Janet Barnet/Gazette Packet

Protestors gathered Dec. 19 at the groundbreaking of the Potomac Yard
Metro Station. A decision to remove the south entrance to the station
has sparked controversy among residents.

Former Congressman Jim Moran,
left, with former Mayor Bill Euille
at the Dec. 19 groundbreaking for
the Potomac Yard Metro Station.

The future Potomac Yard Metro
Station is slated to open in 2022 at
a cost of $320 million.
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA•S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

1/31/20.

11/30/19.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town
$665,000
2-bedroom, 1-bath end 
unit townhouse. Brick 
walls enclose a serene, 
private patio. Hardwood 
flooring & crown molding 
throughout, stainless 
steel appliances, and 
washer/dryer. Walk to 
King St, grocery stores, 
restaurants, shops and 
entertainment. Garage 
parking! 576 N Saint 
Asaph Street.

Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SUN 1/12, 2-4

Belle Haven | $1,389,000
Classically elegant, center hall, custom colonial on 
beautifully landscaped lot with an in-ground private 
pool, decks & lanai! Family room with wet bar, fireplace 
and French doors to a custom balcony. Stunning 
master suite and master bath completed spring 2019! 
Kate Patterson 703.627.2166
www.katepattersonhomes.com    

Governors Hill
$669,000
Rarely available 4 
bedroom, 3 full & 1 
half bath townhome 
less than 1 mile to 
the Huntington Metro. 
Numerous updates 
in 2019 include 
new HVAC system, 
exterior painting, hot 
water heater, stove & 
refrigerator. Completely 
move-in ready! 3352 
Wilton Crest Court

Bob Bazzle 703.599.8964
www.BobBazzle.com

OPEN SUN 1/12, 2-4

Sherwood Forest | $1,375,000
JUST LISTED! Truly turn-key 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath 
home on cul-de-sac with two-car garage, high-end 
chef’s kitchen perfect for large gatherings, amazing 
screened porch, flagstone patio, mudroom and two 
wood-burning fireplaces. 1205 Stonnell Place
Melissa Shelby 703.627.0074 
www.melissasellsvirginia.com

OPEN SUN 1/12, 1-4

Montebello | $360,000
Fantastic opportunity for a lovely 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
condo with enclosed balcony in an award-winning, 
resorty-style community featuring a clubhouse, 
bowling alley, indoor/outdoor pools, fitness center, & 
restaurant. ThePeeleGroup.biz  5901 Mt Eagle Dr #206
Kim Peele 703.244.5852
Hope Peele 703.244.6115

Alexandria City | $1,800,000
This nearly 100-year-old home on a 3/4-acre lot, 
constructed by a stone-mason, was meticulously 
renovated & expanded to preserve the original character. 
Delightful flow throughout the interior, balconies, 
patios, decks & backyard. HayesWoodHomes.com
Chris Hayes 703.944.7737
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

Old Town
$699,500
Exceptional investment 
opportunity to acquire 
a beautifully updated 
property for Airbnb rental. 
Includes all furnishings, 
5-star ratings, Airbnb 
“Superhost” status, 
& existing bookings 
(about 90% occupancy 
in 2019). Owner/agent. 
Check out: airbnb.com/h/
princessstreetinn 
903 Princess Street

Susan Hume 202.280.5735 
www.shumehomes.com

Old Town | $525,000
Bright interior with unusual charm including spiral 
staircase, 2 faux fireplaces & exposed brick. 1 bedroom, 
1 bath, den and loft. Kitchen walk-out. South-facing 
yard with rear fence and storage shed. Close to shops 
and the river. Easy street parking.
Barbara Cousens 703.966.4180 
www.BarbaraCousens.com

Shuters Hill | $734,900
Enjoy the benefits of Old Town without paying the 
price. Less than 1 mile to the Metro, Wholefoods & 
the shops & restaurants of Old Town. Quick access to 
I-95. 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath townhouse. Garage plus a 
second parking space. Exceptional condition!
Margaret Benghauser 703.989.6961 
www.MargaretBenghauser.com

OPEN SUN 1/12, 1-3

OPEN SAT 1/11, 12-2


