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A Clean Home is a Healthy Home
Keeping You Safe Is Our Top Priority So We Are Adhering 
to Rigorous Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your 
Rugs Clean From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria. 

• Wall to Wall Steam Cleaning
• Upholstery Steam Cleaning
• Tile and Grout Cleaning
• Wood Floor Cleaning
• Air Duct Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Oriental/Area Rug Cleaning

WE ARE 
OPEN

To Serve Our 
Customers and 

Community!

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

C
hef José Andrés’ reci-
pe was a combination 
of meat, corn, rice and 
spices that really hit 

the spot on Thursday, April 16, 
as the Rising Hope United Meth-
odist Church set up camp with 
the World Central Kitchen to feed 
hundreds of people in the Mount 
Zephyr area.

“We gave out 300 meals in 30 
minutes,” said Pastor Keary Kin-
cannon, who lead a team of church 
and county volunteers to make this 
event possible. “It was a wonderful 
dish,” he said. “They got to take 
what they needed.”

When word got out that Chef 
Andrés’ and the World Central 
Kitchen was involved, folks started 
lining up and they were not disap-
pointed. 

The Mount Zephyr area has 
been hit hard by the virus because 
it’s a low-income area where there 
are a lot of residents who work 

hourly jobs, many in the food ser-
vice industry, and they are now out 
of work.

“We’re an area of Fairfax Coun-
ty and Alexandria that’s hit a little 
harder,” said Kincannon.

Ramona Carroll, Community 
Interfaith Coordinator for Fairfax 
County Department of Neighbor-
hood and Community Services, 
made the connection that brought 
World Central Kitchen to Rising 
Hope. 

“She helped make the connec-
tion for us,” said Kincannon. 

The World Central Kitchen is 
a team of food first-responders, 
mobilizing to get meals to those 
who need them most. They acti-
vate hundreds of restaurants and 
kitchens to feed marginalized and 
vulnerable communities and medi-
cal professionals on the front lines, 

in order to make an impact in the 
fight to keep everyone fed, and to 
support the distressed restaurant 
industry. 

“We know that a nourishing 
meal in a time of crisis is so much 
more than a plate of food -- it’s 
hope, it’s dignity, it’s a sign that 
someone cares about you and that 
you are not alone,” they said.

 
Food Gone Wild by 
World Central Kitchen

The World Central Kitchen was 
founded in 2010 by Chef José 
Andrés, with a purpose to use 
the power of food to heal and 
strengthen communities through 
times of crisis and beyond. Right 
now, World Central Kitchen is 
working across the country to 
safely distribute individually pack-

Chef José Andrés monitors the efforts to get the food out to communities 
that need it.

Filling boxes and bags of food with all the coronavirus safety precautions in 
place – face shield, mouth cover and rubber gloves.

Chef Andres’ World Central Kitchen 
Feeding Hundreds in Mount Vernon
In the pandemic, need for food is great 
around Rising Hope United Methodist Church.

Federal Judge Patricia Millett helped with the distribution.
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Meals Will Be Served
The meals will be served at 3:30 p.m. for at least the next three 

Wednesdays and Thursdays, at the church at 8220 Russell Road in the 
Mount Zephyr area of Mount Vernon. 

To make contributions, call the church at 703-360-1976.

P
h
o

to
 by S

am
an

th
a H

ig
g
in

s, W
o

r
ld

 C
en

tr
al K

itc
h

en



2  v  Mount Vernon Gazette  v  April 23-29, 2020 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES 
I S  PLEASED TO WELCOME

SANDRA 
GEHRING

TO THE ALEXANDRI A OFFI CE

If you are thinking of buying, selling or renting, 
call Sandra today at 703.626.9851, or email 

her at SGehring@McEnearney.com.

HomeInAlexandria.com

Alexandria City | $3,250,000
Set on 2.25 acres, this one-of-a-kind property is a true sanctuary. Designed in 1939 by Frank Lloyd Wright-trained 
architect, Charles Callander, the main house remains nearly unchanged with original features including curved 
wood paneling; cascading handrails; built-in cabinetry, desks and dressers; and Callander-designed furnishings. 
A separate 1,700-SF, two-story guest house designed by another Wright apprentice compliments the design of the 
main house and overlooks a 20’x50’ heated pool. Beautiful grounds and multiple indoor/outdoor entertaining areas.
Jodie Burns 571.228.5790 
www.JodieBurns.com

Clover | $959,000
Absolutely charming at every turn! This 3-bedroom, 
2.5-bath home offers a wonderful sized living room, 
formal dining room, family room with fireplace, office/
sitting room, and a bright kitchen. Spacious bedrooms 
including one on the main level. Large lot with patio.
Tracy Dunn 571.212.3658 
www.tracybdunn.com

Alexandria City | $1,475,000
Easy living & fantastic flow for entertaining. Beautifully 
renovated & expanded stone cottage in College Park. 
Main level with formal living, dining, and family rooms – 
all with access to screened porch. 6 bedrooms (including 
main level master ), 4 baths, & finished lower level.
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Old Town
$1,250,000
Rarely available garage 
townhome in Canal 
Way within walking 
distance to the Potomac 
waterfront. Beautiful 
quartz counters, 
Bosch dishwasher 
and new water heater. 
Very spacious with 
3 bedrooms, 4 full 
baths, 3 wood-burning 
fireplaces on 4 levels all 
with hardwood flooring. 
Fenced rear yard.

Bob Bazzle 703.599.8964 
www.BobBazzle.com

Old Town Village | $1,249,900
Conveniently located in the heart of Old Town, this 
3-bedroom, 3.5-bath brick townhome is better than 
new! Gleaming hardwoods, chef’s kitchen, updated 
baths, gas fireplace, custom built-ins, huge family 
room, expansive deck, new roof, and 2-car garage!
Mary Farrell 703.969.5522
www.choosemaryfarrell.com

Mount Ida | $799,900
Live the best of both worlds—convenience & privacy! 
Main level features 3 bedrooms, living room with gas 
fireplace, kitchen with stainless appliances, year-round 
sunroom overlooking the deep yard with patio & 1-car 
garage! Short walk to Del Ray. 3501 Russell Road
Margot Lynn 703.973.3722
www.MargotLynnRealtor.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SUN 4/26, 2-3 PM
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Q- School Board member Ricardy 
Anderson (Mason): What were the 
issues?

A- FCPS Leadership Team member 
Luftglass: The first time that we saw some 
slowness and some challenges had to do 
with logging in. We had a lot of simulta-
neous logins on Monday (the day before 
Distance Learning went live to students) 
and Tuesday... There were a couple of dif-
ferent issues (with Blackboard 24-7), one 
with the logging system... and then once 
people got logged in, it overloaded the 
application servers... With Blackboard 
Collaborate Ultra sessions, there are a 
couple of different ways that you can im-
plement those sessions. You pre-populate 
those sessions with the specific student 
email addresses that you want to have in 
your session. That’s in the guidance doc-
uments... developed in terms of creating 

those sessions in a secure way so that you 
don’t have Guest Access... Documents were 
created, but they were not properly shared 
and properly highlighted in terms of the 
importance, and that’s our fault...Anybody 
could use those links (Guest Access) to get 
into the session...We failed. 

 
Q-School Board member Karl Frisch 
(Providence):  Was any request made 
to Blackboard to do testing to make 
sure, beyond simply telling them 
what our load would be?

A-Luftglass: No, we did not. We relied on 
our vendor to do that testing. 

According to Tomlinson and confirmed 
by Luftglass, until recently, FCPS general-
ly updated its software once a year, taking 
a one-week downtime after the academ-
ic school year ended and before summer 
school started.

frequently as needed. The system that’s 
currently running (FCPS’) was released 
three years ago. It’s had two levels of 
patch updates applied to it… There have 
been seven updates made publicly avail-
able to the software that have not been 
applied. 

Every time Blackboard releases an up-
date, it’s communicated directly to the 
client by email and its availability pub-
lished on the company’s Support Portal. 
Today…over one hundred of our clients 
are actually now running on a stats ver-
sion of our product that’s hosted by Am-
azon Web Services in the cloud… That’s 
the most modern version of our software 
that we’ve been recommending to all of 
our clients for a couple of years. (It) is 
updated automatically every month; no 
action required by the client… That’s the 
best practice we deliver for software. It’s 
a change that Fairfax County has not cho-
sen to take advantage of over time.

By Mercia Hobson
The Gazette

 

M
aintenance releases, patch 
management and software up-
dates keep users’ experience 
optimal. Staying ahead of secu-

rity threats is vital. So what caused and who 
is responsible for events leading up to the 
reflex action by the superintendent of Fair-
fax County Public Schools, the 10th largest 
school division in the nation located in one 
of the United States’ wealthiest counties, 
to end the launch of the division’s Distance 
Learning Plan, two days into the project be-
cause of load capacity and security issues? 

That’s what the twelve elected members 
serving on the Fairfax County Public Schools 
Board turned their attention toward Thurs-
day, April 16, during their virtual Board 
Meeting. The first item on the Agenda read: 
“Distance Learning Update: Blackboard.” 
The night before, Superintendent Scott 
Brabrand canceled teacher-led instruction 
through Blackboard scheduled for that day 
and Friday, April 17, due to continued login 
and security issues with Blackboard Learn 
FCPS 24-7 and Blackboard Collaborate Ul-
tra. “Our teachers are ready and willing to 
do whatever is necessary to provide a ro-
bust learning experience for our students…
We have identified our problems, and today 
we are proposing solutions,” said Brabrand. 
Later, during the School Board Meeting, 
Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer, said, 
“We were able to identify those students by 
IP address, and then work with those prin-
cipals to then refer those students for any 
additional discipline as necessary.”

FCPS twelve School Board members, Bra-

brand and his Leadership Team composed of 
Frances Ivey, Deputy Superintendent; Mar-
ty Smith, Chief Operating Officer; Maribeth 
Luftglass, Assistant Superintendent, Depart-
ment of Information Technology and Sloan 
Presidio, Assistant Superintendent and In-
structional Services Department and Tim 
Tomlinson, Chief Product Officer for Black-
board, Inc., attended the meeting virtually.

As the 3-hour portion of the School Board 
Meeting wore on, individuals provided dif-
ferent levels of insight. Whereas Tim Tom-
linson of Blackboard initially commented 
with a prepared statement saying: “I’m here 
this morning on behalf of our (Blackboard’s) 
leadership team to apologize for the chal-
lenges experienced this week in moving 
Fairfax County students to fully remote in-

struction,” later he added: “We had no in-
dication, based on our years of experience 
running the software for thousands of cus-
tomers that we would have this issue at the 
levels of load that was expected this week.”

One hour into the meeting, Sloan Presi-
dio said, “As a Leadership Team, we failed 
to properly train the staff. We failed to prop-
erly communicate the expectations, and we 
failed to properly monitor the implementa-
tion.” Presidio comment referenced security 
concerns and misbehaviors exhibited by then 
anonymous individuals who logged into vir-
tual live class sessions via Guest Log-In, not 
through the preferred, guide-lined and more 
secure pre-populated email address access. 

Nearly two hours into the meeting, 
School Board member Megan McLaughlin 

(Braddock) said,” I remain shocked that the 
10th largest school system in the country 
did not know, working with its vendor, to do 
a load testing. There is no getting around 
it… I want to say that the IT failures, the 
lack of flow testing, the software updates 
that didn’t occur, the fact that we’re doing 
information to our schools to prepare for 
this as guidance, versus direct as mandates, 
do speak to a larger problem we have in 
the system.”

A letter on the FCPS official twitter ac-
count to FCPS families dated April 17, read: 
“Distance learning will resume Monday 
morning. Blackboard continues to make the 
necessary upgrades to the FCPS 24-7 system 
to bring students back to a safer, more stable 
online environment.” FCPS signed the letter.

FCPS Superintendent Scott Brabrand

Distance Learning 
goes awry for FCPS.

Q&A: What Went Wrong and Why?

Who Earned the F in Best Practices?  

Monday evening’s message to Fairfax 
County Public Schools; parents:

“Despite attempts to address identified 
technology issues over the weekend, this 
morning it became evident that Blackboard 
Learn 24x7 was not able to handle the sys-
tem load of our virtual class meetings. This 
evening, Dr. Brabrand emailed the commu-
nity with his comprehensive plan on ad-
dressing the problems that have arisen with 

Q- School Board member Sizemore 
Heizer (Member-at-Large): Why 
(wasn’t) the software update… just 
done automatically?

A- Tomlinson:  The Fairfax County Team 
makes decisions about when and how the 
software is updated... This system actually 
hasn’t been updated in two years. We recom-
mend that all of our clients stay on the most 
current versions of our software. The version 
of the software that Fairfax County is running 
is three years old. Fairfax County has made 
the choice not to update that software.”

 
Q- School Board member & Vice 
Chair Tamara Derenak Kaufax (Lee): 
What are your best practices in place 
to make certain that your clients are 
getting the most up-to-date product 
from you? 

A- Tomlinson: We release major updates 
twice a year. We release patch updates as 

the current distance learning format.
“To ensure students have access to continuity 

of learning, students will resume asynchronous 
assignments tomorrow (Tuesday). Students 
should log into Google Classroom in order to 
access choice boards for this week. Staff will 
be available to answer questions via email for 
students needing further guidance.

“We will provide you with an update soon 
regarding our next steps as we shift our dis-

tance learning plan. Please know that our 
teachers and staff have been working and 
adapting with every change to best teach 
our students in this new environment. As 
new plans are identified, the staff will con-
tinue to create assignments to engage stu-
dents in meaningful learning activities.

“We know that this is frustrating, and we 
appreciate your patience as we adjust to the 
new plan.”

Latest on Distance Learning: School System Looking for ‘Plan B’

“Despite attempts to address identified 
technology issues over the weekend, 
this morning it became evident that 
Blackboard Learn 24x7 was not able to 
handle the system load of our virtual 
class meetings.”

— Scott Brabrand
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Opinion

By Del. Paul Krizek 

O
n April 22nd, we cel-
ebrate the 50th anni-
versary of Earth Day. 
We will all have to 

do so from the safety of our own 
homes as we continue to follow 
life-saving social distancing guide-
lines. I am really pleased to see 
that we are all taking this pandem-
ic seriously and following the ad-
vice of our medical experts, many 
of whom are battling this virus on 
the front lines at great risk to their 
own health. But, rather than dwell 
too much today on the pandemic, 
I thought I would recognize what 
we can do to support Earth Day 
from our own homes, whether we 
live in an apartment, condo, or sin-
gle-family home with or without 
a garden. While we are home we 
are realizing that perhaps some of 
the things we normally purchase 
are not as necessary as some of the 
items we could use right now. And, 
we are fast filling up our trash and 
recycling receptacles. A full recycle 
bin is great, especially if it means 
that you have been reusing items 
as well as recycling them rather 
than disposing of them as waste.

The best thing that we can do is 
to take personal responsibility for 
our own consumption and recog-
nize the areas in our lives where 
we are the most wasteful and 
work to alter those habits that are 
hurting the Earth. Not only is this 
healthy for the planet, but it also 
helps to save a lot of money in the 
long run. With some small chang-
es to your lifestyle, you can live a 
more eco-friendly life.

Consider that we throw away 
16 billion disposable coffee cups 
and some 500 billion plastic cups 
every year! About one trillion sin-
gle-use plastic bags are used annu-
ally across the globe. That’s nearly 
2 million every minute! According 
to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in 2017, Americans gen-
erated 267.8 million tons of trash. 
Unfortunately, only about one-

third of that amount 
made it to recycling. 
There are many things 
that we can do to push 
that number higher. The 
most essential thing is 
to understand what can 
and can’t be recycled, 
and how to prepare 
these materials.

Materials that can al-
ways be placed in recycling bins 
include bottles (not glass though 
anymore), jugs, and cartons, cans, 
cardboard, and paper. Before these 
materials are placed in bins, they 
should be empty and clean. There 
is no need, nor should you, bag 
any recyclables; it is easier to pro-
cess these items if they are placed 
directly into the bins. Stuff that 
should never be placed in curbside 
recycling bins includes plastic bags, 
cell phones, diapers, food, foam, 
clothing, cables/lights, wrappers, 
shredded paper, and glass items.

Many of these materials that 
cannot be recycled curbside can 
be recycled in other ways. Though 
many grocery stores are not tak-
ing plastic bags right now, there 
are still grocery stores with plas-
tic bag receptacles. Cell phones 
and other electronics can often 
be donated at electronics retailers 
like Best Buy, and clothing can be 
delivered to secondhand shops or 
other retailers who participate in 
garment recycling programs. For 
a variety of reasons, glass placed 
in curbside recycling bins is pro-
cessed as waste; however, until the 
pandemic, clean glass bottles and 
jars delivered to purple containers 
at recycling drop-off centers locat-
ed around the county were being 
reused for roads and other coun-
ty projects. Let’s hope that once 
we do return to normalcy so do 
these glass recycling efforts. In the 
meanwhile, please save your glass 
bottles for that eventuality if you 
have space.

After celebrating 50 years of 
Earth Days, one would think that 
we would all incorporate environ-

mentally friendly ac-
tions into our daily lives 
such as investing in re-
usable and compostable 
items. Unfortunately, 
our society is largely a 
“throwaway culture” 
that is based on conve-
nience more so than on 
sustainability. A lot of 
the disposable plastic 

that we throw out makes its way 
to the ocean, which harms marine 
life and creates hardship for not 
just those who rely on the ocean 
for their food and livelihoods, but 
for all of us who are ingesting food 
from the seas and lakes, much of 
which includes nanoparticles of 
plastic. Replacing plastic water 
bottles with reusable bottles and 
thermos for coffee or tea, dispos-
able utensils for reusable ones, 
metal or paper straws, paper or 
cloth towels for dish towels (in my 
household we cut up old clothes 
for dish towels and napkins), and 
replace those plastic grocery bags 
with reusable canvas bags, to 
name a few, go a long way to re-
ducing waste and the amount of 
nonbiodegradable material in our 
landfills and oceans. Furthermore, 
composting your grass clippings, 
leaves, twigs, and food waste like 
coffee and tea grinds, egg and nut 
shells, vegetable and fruit skins 
and seeds, lighten your trash load 
and make a great natural soil that 
you can eventually use for your 
garden. Be sure not to include 
meats and oily or greasy items.

And, though this spring we were 
unable to go out together and par-
ticipate in community creek clean-
ups, we can all look forward to 
doing so next year with renewed 
vigor and energy knowing that 
there will be two years worth of 
accumulated trash to pick up.

This General Assembly session 
we passed a number of vital bills 
that secure Virginia’s commitment 
to providing a healthy environment 
and create many clean energy jobs. 

We finally succeeded in lifting the 
restrictions that prevented Virginia 
from joining the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative (RGGI), a 
multi-state cap-and-trade program 
on carbon emissions. This initia-
tive is a huge step towards reduc-
ing Virginia’s carbon footprint. We 
passed the monumental Virginia 
Clean Economy Act, making Vir-
ginia the first Southern state with 
a 100 percent clean energy stan-
dard, and will advance wind and 
solar energy alternatives to help 
us break our reliance on fossil fu-
els. As I mentioned last week, my 
bill HB 502 was passed to increase 
the penalty on delinquent litter 
taxes. This bill will work in coor-
dination with Delegate Lopez’s HB 
1154, which doubles the annual 
litter tax - funds that go towards 
litter mitigation efforts. My effort 
to phase-in a ban single-use poly-
styrene (styrofoam) products was 
unfortunately not successful, as 
my HB 1046 was incorporated into 
Delegate Carr’s similar HB 533, 
which, though signed by the Gov-
ernor, still requires that it be voted 
upon and passed again next year. 
We also took successful steps to re-
duce single-use plastics with Sena-
tor Ebbin’s SB 11 which authorizes 
localities to adopt a nickel tax on 
single-use plastic bags. The locality 
must use the tax revenue for envi-
ronmental cleanup, pollution and 
litter mitigation, educational pro-
grams designed to reduce waste 
and to provide reusable bags for 
SNAP and WIC recipients. A bill 
that greatly serves our local area 
along Route 1, Senator Surovell’s 
SB 631 passed to create a penalty 
for abandoned shopping carts that 
end up polluting our waterways.

50 years of Earth Days, and 
though we have done much for our 
environment, there is still much 
more that we need to do. Working 
together, we will leave this earth 
a cleaner and more eco-friendly 
place for our wildlife and for the 
generations to come.

50th Anniversary of Earth Day

Letters to the Editor

Make It Easier 
to Stay Home

While we are staying at home, 
local government should also focus 
on providing essential services to 
make it easier to stay home. This 
just requires a little creativity.   If 
we can order online and pick up at 
stores, surely we can do the same 
at our local libraries for books. Our 
librarians can figure out a way to 
do this safely. Instead of restricting 

parking to reduce crowding on our 
overused trails, create more pub-
lic space by shutting down empty 
roads. Half the GW parkway could 
be closed (or even the entire road). 
People are working in the yards so 
pick up yard waste, rather than 
canceling service. People have 
time to clean out their homes so 
encourage it by adding extra gar-
bage pickups. People are out walk-
ing all the time so encourage them 
to pick up litter. Government can 

channel our stay at home time into 
useful but safe activities. 

Kay Bushman
Mount Vernon

More Flexibility 
for State, Local 
Governments

As Congress considers addition-
al coronavirus relief programs, it 

needs to provide added flexibility 
for state and local governments for 
the package already passed.

As part of the CARES (Corona-
virus Aid, Relief and Economic Se-
curity) Act, Congress established 
a $150 billion fund to assist state 
and local governments combat the 
pandemic.  Each state will receive 
at least $1.25 billion plus an ad-
ditional amount based on popula-
tion.  Virginia’s total is $3.3 billion, 
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See Coronavirus, Page 7

Local Coronavirus Cases
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Virginia Department of Health http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
Maryland: Maryland Department of Health https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
Alexandria Source: City of Alexandria
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By Ken Moore
The Connection

Tuesday, April 21
Fairfax County Cases: 2,077
Virginia Cases: 9,630

Looking for a New Pet? 
Adopt Virtually

For those looking to add a new 
friend to the family, the county Ani-
mal Shelter has made the adoption 
process nearly contact free. New 
pets available for adoption will be 
added to the shelter’s available pet 
page daily between 10-10:30 a.m. 
each day. Those interested will 
then fill out a survey and wait for 
staff to contact them via phone or 
email to talk through the adoption 
process. Once finalized, the shelter 
schedules a contactless pick up of 
your newest family addition. De-
tails on virtual adoptions are avail-
able https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/animalshelter/adopt/steps

See Something New 
Without Leaving the House

The Park Authority has created 
a new Virtual Exploration Center 
with resources to help residents 
stay healthy, connected and en-
gaged while parks are closed. With 
links to on-demand fitness classes, 
a virtual history tool and nature 
bingo, the site provides a plethora 
of options to suit the needs of any 
family looking for ways to stay ac-
tive and involved. The page will be 
updated regularly with new high-
lights. https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/virtual

Parenting Support by 
Phone or  Watch a Video

The Department of Family Ser-
vices (DFS) has a variety of free 
supports available for families 
including parenting videos, arti-
cles and online classes. https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/family-
services/children-youth/assis-
tance-from-a-distance There is 
also a new Parent Support call line 
that has been established to help 
parents and caregivers of children 
with parenting advice, support and 
tips (703-324-7720, TTY 711, or 
email buildingstrongerfamilies@
fairfaxcounty.gov). Learn more 
about Parenting Assistance from a 
Distance from DFS.
Stay Informed

v Health Department Call Cen-
ter at 703-267-3511 with Corona-
virus questions; open 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. weekdays and 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on weekends.

v Text FFXCOVID to 888777 to 

receive updates from Fairfax Coun-
ty about COVID-19.

v Email questions or concerns to 
ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov. This 
email account will be staffed Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. through 
6 p.m.

Monday, April 20
Fairfax County Cases: 1,925
Virginia Cases: 8,990

Sunday, April 19
Fairfax County Cases: 1,809
Virginia Cases: 8,537

Ten Fairfax County Fire and Res-
cue Department personnel have 
tested positive for COVID-19; eight 
are currently positive, two have 
fully recovered and one is current-
ly in quarantine. 

All personnel are closely moni-
tored by a nurse at Fairfax Coun-
ty’s Occupational Health Center. 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
will notify the public if there is any 
concern of exposure.

Saturday, April 18
Fairfax County Cases: 1,633
Virginia Cases: 8,053

WHERE ARE THE TESTS? Sens. 
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine joined 
44 other Senators in calling on the 
Coronavirus Task Force and the 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to conduct a na-
tional inventory of the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) diagnostic test-
ing supply, publicly release data 
on testing results, and provide a 
detailed plan and timeline for ad-
dressing future shortages and gaps 
in the testing supply chain.

 
EQUITABLE DATA: Following re-
ports across the United States of 
stark racial disparities in COVID-19 
cases and fatalities, Sens. Warner 
and Kaine joined Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-MA) to introduce the 
Equitable Data Collection and 
Disclosure on COVID-19 Act. The 
bill would require the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) to collect and report racial 
and other demographic data on 
COVID-19 testing, treatment, and 
fatality rates, and provide a sum-
mary of the final statistics and a 
report to Congress within 60 days 
after the end of the public health 
emergency.

  
While Virginia has received $3.3 

billion to support its COVID-19 re-
sponse, Sens. Warner and Kaine 
are pushing for the next emergen-
cy coronavirus relief package to 
provide assurances that funding 

This Week in Coronavirus in Fairfax County
Covid-19 
Cases Locally

Thinking of Buying or Selling your home in 2020!!
Give Rex Reiley a call – 703-409-4784

Alex/Mt. Zephyr    $491,000
8541 Mt. Zephyr Dr.  

Great price for this lovely two level solid all-brick 
home with garage on 1/3 acre in Mt. Vernon 
community.  3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths.  Renovated 
eat-in kitchen, spacious and open, with sliding 
glass doors to private backyard.   Charming 

front living room with ample windows, and wood burning fireplace with white, colonial 
style mantel.  Spacious lower level has finished family room w/ 2nd fireplace and a 
bonus workroom.  Conveniently located near Ft. Belvoir (10 mins), GW Parkway and 
Potomac River, Old Town Alexandria, Pentagon, and D.C

SOLD

Alex/Mt.Zephyr     $515,000
4100 Woodley Drive 

Lovely all brick 2 level raised/ranch ramble 
deep in the heart of Mt. Vernon - Large .25 
acre corner lot with carport. Lovely hard-
wood floors on the main level, double pane 
windows . 2 updated baths on the main level 
and an updated 3rd full bath on the lower 

level. 2 wood burning FPLs, one on each level. Potential 4th bedroom on 
the lower level. Roof is10 years old, furnace 5 months, A/C 7 years. Com-
mute along GW Pkwy to Old Town- minutes to Ft. Belvoir. 

Manassas/Classic Springs    $651,000
12835 Classic Springs Drive

Is this huge 2 level Rambler all for me?  4BRs, 3.5BAs, 2 car garage, 
front & side porches & covered porch in the rear.  Almost 4500 SF 
under roof, including about 3100 finished.  Main level has Brazilian 
hdwds plus carpeting in the BRs.  10’ ceilings w/crown molding, 
6 panel doors, DBL pane windows & extra wide hallways & doors.  

Stunning kitchen w/dark cherry cabinets, SS appliances & dark granite counters.   The bedrooms are spa-
cious-the master bedrm has a huge walk-in closet & a magnificent master bath.  The lower level has a 4th BR 
& 3rd full BA, large family rm & approximately 1400 SF for storage/workshops & walks out to an incredible 
bkyd backing to woods.  You have to see this home to believe it.  It’s stunning!!!

Alex/ Woodleigh Woods      $698,500
3709 Maryland Street

Welcome to this stunning 4BR, 3BA, 2 car garage, contempo-
rary-complete w/a gorgeous court yard out front & a large deck 
& hot tub which overlooks a beautifully landscaped back yard.  
Numerous updates to include:  kitchen w/granite counters & 
SS appliances, recently replaced DBL pane, energy efficient 

windows, freshly painted interior, & all 3 baths.  The kitchen, dining & living rooms all face out back & have a 
wall of picture windows looking out at the deck, hot tub & fenced back yard.  The lower level offers a 4th BR, 
3rd full bath & family room that opens out to the court yard.  As you walk thru this home you marvel at the 
open contemporary design that makes you feel like you are one w/your environment. Walkable ¼ mile to Mt. 
Vernon bike/walking trail along the Potomac.  Five minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S), 15 minutes to Old Town (N), 25 
minutes to National Airport (N), all along the scenic GW Pkwy, each season gives you beautiful views.

Alex/Riverside Estates      $579,900
8501 Wagon Wheel Road  

Beautifully updated 4BR, 3BA Split w/carport - 
2500+ square ft. on a large landscaped .3 acre lot 
w/fenced-in back yard. Freshly painted interior, 
newly refinished hardwood floors throughout the 

main level. Large family room w/wood burning FPL & 4th BR on lower level w/a 
refinished bath, & two large utility rooms. Perfect for workshop/storage. You can’t 
find a better value or neighborhood for this price! 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir, (S) 15 
minutes to Old Town Alex. (N) along the beautiful GW Parkway.

Alex/Riverside Estates   $619,000
3026 Battersea Lane

Riverside Estates, the Biggest Bang for your Buck!! This 
large Virginia model offers 5BRs, 3 updated baths, a gor-
geous upgraded kitchen w/granite counters, cherry cabinets 
& 12” ceramic tile flooring.  Beautiful hardwood floors on the 

main level plus upgraded, energy efficient DBL pane windows throughout.  The electric panel had major 
upgrades in 2008, & the deck was rebuilt in 2016, it looks out at the beautifully landscaped backyard com-
plete w/a new privacy fence & underground sprinkler system.  Don’t miss the 2 car garage as well – Check 
out the competition, then come talk with us.  We’re always ready to reach out with a helping hand. 

SOLD

UNDER
 CONTR

ACT

SOLD

Fairfax City/Lyndhurst    $169,900
3790 Lyndhurst Drive, #202

Attractively priced one bedroom condo with 
balcony in popular Lyndhurst community. 
Great opportunity to put sweat equity into 
this home: good bones, needs paint, carpet 
replacement and new HVAC so being sold 

“As Is.” Laundry and storage unit in building. Balcony overlooks green 
space, providing privacy. Community pool and picnic area. Condo fee in-
cludes gas, water, sewer.  Great location, close to George Mason Universi-
ty, downtown Fairfax, restaurants, shopping, and much more!
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©2020 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, licensed real estate broker. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s Internationa Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal housing opportunity.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Price and availability subject to change.

A L E X A N D R I A  B R O K E R A G E

4 0 0  S O U T H  W A S H I N G T O N  S T R E E T,  A L E X A N D R I A ,  V A  2 2 3 1 4   |   + 1  7 0 3  3 1 0  6 8 0 0   ttrsir.com

ALEXANDRIA

1103 Finley Lane
Alexandria, VA

$3,195,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ALEXANDRIA

505 Oronoco Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,000,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ALEXANDRIA

302 S Union Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,920,000

Nancy Perkins
+1 703 402 5599

McLEAN

8548A Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA

$6,995,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

ALEXANDRIA

9403 Ludgate Drive
Alexandria, VA

$1,850,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

LANGLEY

6470 Kedleston Court
McLean, VA

$4,195,000

Cynthia Steele Vance
+1 703 408 1810
Mark Lowham
+1 703 966 6949

With nearly 20 years of experience – and a long list 
of happy clients – Brian knows his decision in 2002 

to become an agent was the right one. 

What is it Mark Twain said, find a job that you enjoy 
doing and you’ll never work a day in your life?

Brian found it and will  put his many talents and 
ambition to work for you.

W E  A R E  P R O U D  TO  A N N O U N C E

Brian Klotz
H A S  J O I N E D  O U R  A L E X A N D R I A  B R O K E R AG E

Brian Klotz  |  +1 703 980 8218  |  bklotz@ttrsir.com
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Maribeth’s Bakery

Now offering contact free delivery in Alexandria and contact free pick up.

www.mbbakeryonthego.com
(703) 941-0400

703-836-1111   |   301-637-7163   |   JoeHadeed.com†Available in MD, DC,  & VA. Min. order required, some restrictions apply. Doesn’t
include breakables. Call for details. Some addit’l fees may apply. All offers expire 5/3/20.

We Understand These are Uncertain Times But We Will Remain 
Open Ready to Serve Our Customers and Community. Keeping 
You Safe Is Our Top Priority So We Are Adhering To Rigorous 

Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your Rugs Clean 
From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria.  

50%
Off *

sanitize & Disinfect your rugs
 With In-Plant Cleaning. Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

15%
Off *

in-Plant rug cleaning on 1 or 2 rugs
 Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

20%
Off *

Wall-to-Wall carPet steaming
 Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

in-Plant rug cleaning 
for every 2 rugs cleaned get the 3rd rug cleaned

 Expires 5/3/20. Get 3rd rug of equal/smaller size free. Not valid w/other offers.

FOR 

Free!

301-982-1111  |  JoeHadeed.com

Hadeed Oriental Rug Cleaning & In-Home Services Dropoff Locations:
» 535 W. Maple Ave. • Vienna, VA
» 4918 Wisconsin Ave. • DC/MD
» 330 N. Stonestreet Ave • DC/MD

» 3206 Duke St. • Alexandria, VA
» 6628 Electronic Dr. • Springfield VA
» 3116 W. Moore St. • Richmond VA

Hadeed is Your Source for Deep 
Cleaning & Disinfecting All Your 

Rugs, Carpets & Floors!

We Are 
Open!

Ready to Serve 
Our Customers & 

Community in This 
Uncertain Time!

Safety is Our 
Top Priority!
We Are Adhering to 

Rigorous Health & Safety 
Protocols to Protect You 

and Our Associates.

Trust the 
Rug Experts!

We Remain Committed 
to Keeping Your Rugs 

Clean From Dirt, 
Allergens, and Bacteria.  

Free Curbside Pickup & Delivery!
To help protect you and our associates we are now offering to pickup and deliver 
your rugs to your doorstep. Our associates will wear gloves, masks, and booties 

when picking up or delivering your rugs.

Limited Time Only! - Free Rug Storage For Your Cleaned Rugs!*

This Week in Coronavirus in Fairfax County

News

From Page 5

See Coronavirus, Page 8

can be used to prevent potentially 
devastating budget cuts and that 
localities of all sizes will receive 
dedicated funding.

Friday, April 17
Fairfax County Cases: 1,476
Virginia Cases: 7,491

Numerous shopping scams, 
mortgage relief scams and per-
sonal loan scams have targeted 
seniors and others needing as-
sistance during the coronavirus 
crisis. If you believe you have 
been the victim of a scam, call the 
Fairfax County Police Non-Emer-
gency Line at 703-691-2131, TTY 
711. Also contact the AARP Fraud 
Watch Network at 1-877-908-3360 
or www.aarp.org/scams.

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-
VA) and 37 other Senators urged 
Senate and House leaders to en-
sure that those who have lost their 
employer-based benefits – and 
those who are uninsured or un-
derinsured –  have access to health 
insurance.

The Senators urged Congress to 
strengthen Medicaid, re-open the 
Affordable Care Act so uninsured 
individuals can immediately en-

roll, and provide premium reim-
bursement to newly unemployed 
Americans in accordance with the 
Consolidated Omnibus Budget 
Reconciliation Act (COBRA).

 
Gov. Ralph Northam’s Execu-

tive Order Fifty-Seven increases 
the use of nurse practitioners, 
out-of-state doctors, medical stu-
dents and telehealth in the state’s 
COVID-19 response. Up to 30,000 
additional workers could be need-
ed in Virginia hospitals, long-term 
care facilities, and public health 
departments, should a surge occur.

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va)  
was appointed to a White House 
task force focused on eventual 
efforts to reopen the economy in 
the aftermath of the coronavirus 
outbreak. Warner was one of 13 
Senate Democrats invited to par-
ticipate, along with all Republican 
Senators except for Sen. Mitt Rom-
ney (R-UT).

Northam reported that Virgin-
ia’s collaborative efforts to release 
low-level offenders from local and 
regional jails in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic are working 
to safely reduce the number of in-

carcerated people.
Northam recommended the 

following on March 19: Allow 
sentence modifications to reduce 
populations in jails; divert offend-
ers from being admitted into jails 
prior to trial, including the use of 
summonses by law enforcement 
in lieu of arrest, and use of local 
pretrial programs; consider ways 
to decrease the number of low-risk 
offenders being held without bail 
in jails; use alternative solutions to 
incarceration such as home elec-
tronic monitoring.

Since late February, the num-
ber of new commitments to local 
and regional jails has decreased 
from approximately 10,000 during 
a two-week period to just over 
4,000. On April 7, the jail popu-
lation in the Commonwealth was 
24,000, which is a 17 percent de-
crease from March 1. Virginia has 
also seen a 67 percent decline in 
the number of new commitments 
for misdemeanors.

Northam also proposed a budget 
amendment allowing the Director 
of the Department of Corrections 
to release individuals with less 
than a year left to serve in their 
sentences for the duration of the 
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Another                                  Community Partnership
March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

This Week in Coronavirus in Fairfax County

News

From Page 7

state of emergency. 
 

Thursday, April 16
Fairfax County Cases: 1,375
Virginia Cases: 6,889

An additional $70 million in Child Care 
and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) 
funding through the federal CARES Act will 
help provide child care for essential person-
nel. 

Across Virginia, approximately 2,672 
child care centers—nearly 45 percent—have 
closed, including nearly 40 percent of cen-
ters that serve children through the Child 
Care Subsidy Program. Childcare Aware of 
Virginia has an interactive childcare map 
illustrating child care programs across the 
state that are still operating. 

A comprehensive guide to COVID-19 child 
care resources in Virginia, including infor-
mation about how apply for the CCDBG 
grants, is available at www.dss.virginia.gov/
cc/covid-19.html

Parents who serve in essential industries 
and are in need of child care services should 
visit Child Care Aware at VAchildcare.org or 
call 1-866-KIDS-TLC for an up-to-date list of 
child care options in their area.

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va) urged 
the Federal Communications Commission to 
take immediate action to ensure that indi-
viduals all across the country have access to 

broadband, as more Americans are forced to 
rely on the internet for telework, telehealth, 
and online learning amid the novel corona-
virus outbreak. According to the FCC’s lat-
est figures, more than 20 million Americans 
continue to lack access to meaningful broad-
band service, with at least 770,000 Virgin-
ians currently unserved.

Wednesday, April 15
Fairfax County Cases:1,298
Virginia Cases: 6,500

Fairfax County has a Myth and Rumor 
Control page on its COVID-19 website to  
address and debunk some of the erroneous 
reports and ideas being shared online. See 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/covid19/ru-
mor-control If you can’t find the answer to 
a question, message ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.
gov or on social media @fairfaxcounty or @
fairfaxhealth. You can call 703-267-3511 (9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays and 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on weekends.  

Tuesday, April 14
Fairfax County Cases: 1,207
Virginia Cases: 6,171

Board of Supervisors unveiled a $2.5 mil-
lion fund to support small business recovery 
through microloans and counseling. The 
Fairfax County Small Business COVID-19 

See Coronavirus, Page 10
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News

From Page 1

Chef Andres’ World Central Kitchen Feeding Hundreds in Mount Vernon
aged, fresh meals in communities 
that need support – for children 
and families to pick up and take 
home, as well as delivery to seniors 
who cannot venture outside. WCK 
is now active in dozens of cities, 
including Mount Vernon, provid-
ing more than 160,000 fresh meals 
every day. 

“Making sure we bring relief one 
community at a time,” said Andrés, 
on his web-based video.

Rising Hope has long served 
some of the corridor’s poorest res-
idents by operating a soup kitchen 
six days a week and a food pantry 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
as well as hosting a 25-bed hypo-
thermia shelter from October to 
March. The church serves about 
300 families a week from the food 
pantry. It’s just one of several lo-
cations needing assistance now. 
“We’re seeing many parts of Fairfax 

County have been hit hard,” said 
Carroll.

On the main page of their web-
site, Rising Hope United Methodist 
Church describes the dire condi-
tions during the pandemic for the 
needy. “Financial and food dona-
tions have dropped and addition-
al expenses to improve safety for 
our constituents and volunteers 
have been added. We are having 
to find new sources of food for our 
soup kitchen and pantry at a much 
greater cost. Before long, we may 
not be able to feed the most vul-
nerable among us.”

Even with these conditions, the 
efforts of Chef Andrés and the 
World Central Kitchen were so suc-
cessful, they’ve expanded by add-
ing another day, so the feast will be 
Wednesdays and Thursdays for the 
next few weeks. Beyond that, it’s 
anyone’s guess.

“Things will improve,” said Kin-

There were 300 meals distributed in the first half hour.

The World Central Kitchen stepped up recently to use 
Chef Andres culinary skills to provide a feast that was 
enjoyed by hundreds.

cannon, but added that “things 
will be different from here on out. 
It’s pretty frightening.”

For the upcoming summer 
months, Rising Hope traditionally 
relied on the Letter Carrier’s Food 
Drive to fill their pantries, but that 
drive has been postponed this year 
already. They usually get 10-12 
tons of food each year from that 
drive. “I don’t know what we’re go-
ing to do,” he said, looking ahead.

In addition, the food banks and 
grocery stores they usually rely on 
have cut back too. 

To make contributions, call the 
church at 703-360-1976.

Ramona Carroll, Communi-
ty Interfaith Coordinator for 
Fairfax County Department of 
Neighborhood and Community 
Services, made the connection 
that brought the World Central 
Kitchen to Rising Hope.
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From Page 4

Letters to the Editor

$1.5 billion of which is for local govern-
ments.

Unfortunately, the fund provides little ac-
tual relief for state budgets but instead all 
but compels them to devise new spending 
that can be attributed to COVID-19, by limit-
ing spending to emergency expenses or new-
ly-adopted programs.   

Federal guidance has confirmed that the 
legislation prohibits states from using the 
aid to pay for expenses already budgeted 
prior to the emergency, doing nothing to re-
place the losses in tax and fee revenue that 
have disappeared and cannot be recovered.

Equally the case is the effect on local gov-
ernment:  Without additional flexibility and 
support, municipalities face pressure to im-

pose large increases in property taxes and 
business taxes at precisely the time those 
businesses will be struggling to rebuild and 
rehire their employees.

Congress should address this unintended 
outcome quickly by providing states and lo-
cal governments the flexibility to use  mon-
ey from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to 1) 
offset lost tax and fee revenue that would 
otherwise have paid for ordinary operating 
expenses after March 1, or 2) provide one-
time tax relief to individuals and businesses 
to revive the local economy.

Christian N. Braunlich
Alexandria

Thomas Jefferson 
Institute for Public Policy

GOVERNOR EXTENDS 
BUSINESS RESTRICTIONS
Gov. Ralph Northam has announced the ex-

tension of Executive Order 53, which bans 
crowds or more than 10 people; closes 
recreation, entertainment and personal 
care businesses; and limits restaurants 
to offering takeout and delivery services 
only, until May 8. The order was extended 
to allow physical distancing, and other 
measures shown to be slowing the spread 
of COVID-19, to continue. Extending the 
order also allows state officials to evaluate 
the situation and plan for how to ease re-
strictions so businesses may eventually op-
erate without endangering public health. 
Executive Order 55 (requiring Virginians 
to stay at home unless they must leave for 
essential services) remains in effect until 
June 10.

 MARRIAGE LICENSES GO VIRTUAL
Beginning April 15, a new “Virtual Marriage 

License” appointment program will be the 
exclusive way to get a marriage license 
from the Fairfax Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Using the Clerk of Circuit Court’s existing 
“preApp” technology, a couple can pre-
pare their marriage license application in 
their home and schedule a time to appear 
by Webex to take their oath before a 
deputy clerk of court. An e-signature tool 
has been added. Applicants must have 
a computer, smartphone or tablet with 
a microphone and camera, along with 
internet access. Plus they need an email 
address/account for both the preApp and 
the Webex appointment. Contact Gerarda 
Culipher, Chief Deputy Clerk, at 703-246-
4111.

Bulletin Board Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNews-
papers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline 
is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.
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This Week in 
Coronavirus

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Since I’m not doing the food and pharmacy 
out-of-the-house shopping anymore, as I have 
for the last 40 years (as I may have mentioned in 
last week’s column: “Money For What”)  I am no 
longer in control of what we buy and how much 
we spend. The pandemic and my upcoming 
thyroid cancer treatment have combined to 
empower my wife, Dina, to set fairly strict guide-
lines. Primarily that I am to stay put in the house 
ALL THE TIME and that during my isolation, she 
will fill the purchasing vacuum. The effect being 
that all my years of experience reducing our 
grocery expenses has led to this: we’re paying 
re, re, retail for nearly all of our purchases. Not 
impoverished because of it but not very happy 
about it either.

I derived a certain pleasure in wandering 
around the stores, advertising circular and 
coupon book in hand, looking for sale items, 
checking the 50% off/discontinued merchandise 
rack, occasionally looking at the day-old bakery 
cabinet, using miscellaneous paper and digital 
coupons, buying in bulk/quantity, getting rain 
checks when products were sold out, as well 
as being open to any other in-store incentives 
I might find. The process, as tedious as it may 
sound, was not nearly so for me, especially con-
sidering that over the course of a year, according 
to the stores’ own online tally, I saved the Lourie 
family business upwards of $1,000. Now it 
seems as if we’re paying it all back since product 
availability — due to pandemic pressures, has 
often laid waste to the stores’ shelves. And also 
laid waste to stores’ interest in offering products 
on sale. And why should they? Consumers are 
buying anything they can get their hands on, 
price be damned.

Moreover, the stores themselves, at least the 
ones where I have been a regular buyer, are 
providing fewer digital coupons on their sites 
than ever before and the advertising circu-
lars, typically 10 to 14 pages, have now been 
reduced by one half or so. In addition, there are 
also fewer coupon inserts in the Sunday news-
paper editions. The net effect of this is that the 
supermarket/pharmacy budget has been blown 
to smithereens. And the outlook for the future 
(immediate future anyway) is more of the same, 
or rather less, if you catch my drift.

Now further combine the fact that yours truly, 
a strategic shopper of some repute is not doing 
the in-store shopping anymore, and perhaps 
you can do the metaphorical math. Can you say 
through the roof? Let me be clear; this situation 
has nothing to do with control. It has to do with 
cash flow. I feel as if we’re being taken advan-
tage of, like we’re sitting ducks almost, and 
there’s not a thing I can do about any of it other 
than to take solace in the fact that our stimulus 
checks will most definitely have somewhere to 
go, even if I don’t.

Still, I realize there are many others who 
are not complaining about what they’re paying 
for groceries because they’re too busy trying to 
make withdrawals from their local food bank. 
I would imagine their challenge is identical to 
mine, only much worse: hoping to find neces-
sary items in limited supply without the proper 
money and means to do so. Means, unfortu-
nately which are not leading to satisfactory 
ends. Ends which will either bust their budgets, 
overwhelm public-type assistance or swell credit 
card balances; thereby increasing future mini-
mum payments and exacerbating pressures to 
even make monthly payments. A vicious circle 
and cycle if there ever was one, or two.

But I don’t have one or two so I am very 
lucky. Now I do have two types of cancer but 
that wasn’t the point of this column. The point 
was more narrow than that. It was simply to 
make a little fun at a predicament not of my own 
choosing but one that is impacting my life and 
totally out of my control. I wouldn’t say that it’s 
food for thought but it is something to chew on.
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Winter Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10
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Protest Rallies Held at Dulles

News, Page 3
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
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A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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F or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s
budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

WellbeingWellbeing
Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

Sign up for
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

From Page 8

News

Recovery Fund will provide eligible busi-
nesses up to $20,000 at 0% interest that can 
be used for critical operating expenses to 
offset some of the impacts of the shutdown.

“Small businesses make up 94% of our 
base and account for almost one third of 
jobs in our community,” said Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeffrey C. 
McKay. 

Applications will be accepted starting 
April 28.

Contact the Department of Economic Ini-
tiatives at Economicinitiatives@fairfaxcoun-
ty.gov.

The Virginia Department of Health’s 
COVID-19 dashboard http://www.vdh.vir-
ginia.gov/coronavirus/ now shows the total 
number of cases, fatalities and hospitaliza-
tions by state health district. 

The dashboard also includes two “out-
breaks,” which represent any single facility 
with two or more confirmed cases. Data on 
the dashboard lag slightly behind the case 
and fatality counts.

Every household in Fairfax County, the 
cities of Fairfax and Falls Church, and the 
towns of Herndon and Vienna, should re-
ceive a COVID-19 toolkit in the mail. The 
health alert includes actions that must be 
taken by each resident in order to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in the community: in-
cluding Instructions on what to do if you are 
sick, actions to take if you are a close contact 
of someone who is sick, and details on how 
to identify and talk to close contacts who are 
at risk for illness if you get sick. 

COVID Cases continue to affect residents 
and staff in nursing homes and other long-
term care facilities in the Fairfax Health Dis-
trict. With the risk of infections spreading in 
congregate settings and the vulnerability of 
aging residents, preventing and responding 
to COVID-19 in long-term care is a priority 
for the Health Department. 

“This is an unprecedented public health 
crisis and we have mobilized staff from 
across the Health Department to support 
facilities county-wide, both those that have 
cases, and as importantly, improving infec-
tion prevention in those that have not had 
cases,” said Fairfax Health Director Dr. Glo-
ria Addo-Ayensu.

The county’s health department is giving 
guidance to facilities including restricting 
visitors, monitoring residents and staff for 
illness, providing education about preven-
tive behaviors such as social distancing and 
handwashing, canceling group activities, 
providing therapy in resident rooms and en-
hancing environmental disinfection.

Staff are advised to wear facemasks and 
strongly recommended to not work at more 
than one facility. 

Public health nurses visit facilities to ob-
serve their infection prevention and work 
with leadership to identify materials or 
training needs.

Data Sources: 
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.
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