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W
hen Terry Henderson arrived at the 
Brent Place Apartments on a sunny 
June day five years ago, he had no 
idea he was about to become the 

latest example of a black man being harassed and 
manhandled by a white police officer. Henderson, 
an inspector for the Alexandria Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority, was on his way to inspect two 
units that day at Brent Place, a government-subsi-
dized apartment complex on the West End. When 
he arrived at the side door, his entry was blocked 
by a white police officer who told Henderson to use 
the front door instead.

“I have a key fob,” said Henderson, flashing the 
hardware he used to do inspections. “You aren’t go-
ing to treat me like you treat everyone else at this 
building.”

Security camera footage shows Henderson 

turned away and started walking to the front door 
of the building. But he didn’t get very far. The 
white officer got in his face and told him he was 
under arrest for trespassing. The officer ordered 
Henderson to put his hands behind his back and 
threatened to pepper spray him if he didn’t comply. 
Henderson thought this was preposterous, but he 
put his ARHA clipboard on a ledge and allowed 
the white man to cuff him. But when the officer 
demanded he get on the ground, Henderson did 
not respond fast enough. So the officer pushed him 
to the ground with such force that a ring on one of 
his fingers had to be sawed off his finger. 

“To this day I still have problems with my shoul-
der,” said Henderson. “I used to have a great rap-
port with the police. Now I look at them totally 
differently.”

No charges were ever filed against Henderson. 
But Henderson filed charges against Officer John 
Jones in federal court, accusing him of stopping 
him without reasonable suspicion, seizing him in 
violation of the Fourth Amendment and using ex-
cessive force. The lawsuit was settled out of court, 
although Henderson says that’s not what he want-
ed.

“I wasn’t looking for money. The only thing I 
wanted was an apology,” he said. “I never got an 
apology.”

Security camera footage showing the moments before a white Alexandria police officer pushed a 
black ARHA inspector to the ground during a 2015 incident that prompted a federal civil rights 
lawsuit.

By Jeanne Theismann
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One by one the names were 
read aloud. For eight min-
utes and 46 seconds – the 

time that George Floyd suffered 
with the knee of a police officer on 
his neck during an arrest in Min-
neapolis – the names of African 
Americans who died at the hands 
of law enforcement rang through 
the crowd gathered June 4 at the 
Charles Houston Recreation Cen-
ter.

Close to 1,000 people gathered 
in a peaceful protest against po-
lice brutality and in the memory 
of Floyd, whose death May 25 was 
recorded in a now viral video.

Mayor Justin Wilson, joined at 
the protest by City Council mem-

bers Amy Jackson, John Taylor 
Chapman, Canek Aguirre and 
Mo Seifeldein, was one of several 
speakers to address the crowd.

“Black Lives Matter,” Wilson 
chanted with the crowd. “Some-
times in an argument, someone 
will say the words ‘calm down,’ 
which never works. I am telling 
you today, do not calm down. Stay 
in our face. Stay in the face of the 
policymakers, the men and women 
who are making the decisions to 
protect black lives.”

Protester Ivory Dean fired up the 
crowd after calls for her to take to 
the microphone.

“We have been saying this time 
and time again,” Dean said to the 
cheers of the crowd. “We have 
been telling America that you are 

Protesters gather in front of the Charles Houston Recreation 
Center June 4 to participate in a rally in memory of George Floyd, 
who died while in police custody May 25 in Minneapolis.
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City Protests Continue
Hundreds gather at Charles
Houston for George Floyd rally.

Home Life Style
Page, 11

Disproportionate Use of Force
African Americans 
are often targets of 
strong-arm tactics 
by Alexandria police.

See Disproportionate Use, Page 9

Yo
u
Tu

be sc
reen

 c
aptu

re



2  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  June 11-17, 2020 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

2201 WINDSOR ROAD
Alexandria, VA 22307 | Belle Haven

$1,695,000
5 Bedrooms | 5 Full & 2 Half Baths | Garage

Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist  |  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
703.622.5984  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

6002 GROVE DRIVE
Alexandria, VA 22307 | Belle Haven

$1,195,000 | 3 Bedrooms | 3 Full & 1 Half Baths

1200 CRYSTAL DRIVE #1413 & #1414
Arlington, VA 22202 | National Landing

$1,449,500 | 3 Bedrooms | 3 Full Baths | 2 Garage

6045 EDGEWOOD TERRACE
Alexandria, VA 22307 | Belle Haven

$995,000 | 2 Bedrooms | 3 Full & 1 Half Baths

My Vision is 2020
Celebrating 25 Years of service to my clients and my community!
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A
lexandria’s Commonwealth 
Academy creatively celebrated 
its class of 2020 with a drive-in 
ceremony June 5 in the Potomac 

Yard parking lot.
“Commonwealth Academy’s 2020 

graduating class is an outstanding group 
of young men and women who are moving 
on to do impressive things,” said Head of 
School Anabelle Morgan. “Being a senior 
this year was undeniably different, and the 
fact that this group made it through all the 
unexpected with grace and good cheer, also 
achieving impressive success, is something 
to honor.”

Graduates and their families observed 
social distancing guidelines while watching 
the ceremony from their vehicles or other 
areas of the parking lot. As the gradu-
ates were called up, each picked up their 
diplomas from a table in lieu of the usual 
presentation and handshake from Morgan.

“While this ceremony looks different 
from what we had originally imagined, 
nothing takes away from the absolute joy 
we all are feeling for you right now!” Mor-
gan told the graduates.

Morgan acknowledged the challenges of 
the non-traditional graduation but said the 
students deserved to be celebrated. “They 
deserved a proper send-off and I’m thrilled 
that we are able to creatively come together 
to do so,” she said.

News
Safely Celebrating Seniors
Commonwealth Academy holds drive-in graduation.

“They deserved a proper send-off and 
I’m thrilled that we are able to creatively 
come together to do so.”

— Head of School  
Anabelle Morgan

The Parker family watches the Commonwealth 
Academy drive-in graduation ceremony June 5 at 
Potomac Yard.

Decorated cars celebrate the 2020 graduates of Com-
monwealth Academy during a drive-in ceremony at 
Potomac Yard.

Hazel Feldstein gives a thumbs up at her drive-in gradu-
ation ceremony June 5 at Potomac Yard.

Dressed in caps and gowns, seniors 
Hazel Feldstein, Ewan O’Donnell, 
Lucy Souilliere, Max Leopold, and 
Mattias Camacho, together since 3rd 
grade, celebrate their graduation from 
Commonwealth Academy during a 
drive-in ceremony June 5 at Potomac 
Yard. In front are teachers Jane Furey, 
Rose-Marie Parker, Santiago Sere and 
Ksenya Litvak.

Commonwealth Academy Head of School 
Anabelle Morgan addresses the 2020 
graduates at a drive-in ceremony June 5 
in the Potomac Yard parking lot.

Photos by Janet Barnett/
Gazette Packet

Acalia Carter-Martin gives a thumbs 
up after receiving her diploma from 
Commonwealth Academy  at the June 5 
drive-in graduation ceremony at Poto-
mac Yard.

Commonwealth academy graduate Lucy 
Souilliere stands with her parents Robert 
and Sarah at the June 5 drive-in gradua-
tion ceremony at Potomac Yard.
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N
orthern Virginia will begin en-
tering Phase Two of the Virgin-
ia Forward plan June 12 with 
restaurants and retail opera-

tions able to resume indoor services under 
strict COVID-19 guidelines.

“It is nice to be open again,” said Tempo 
Restaurant owner Wendy Albert, who mod-
ified her location to accommodate outdoor 
dining. “We’ll see how it goes. Here in the 
West End it’s been a trickle of customers.”

Restaurants have been among the hardest 
hit in the months-long closure of businesses 
due to the recent pandemic. Some of the re-
strictions in Phase Two require a limit of 50 
percent capacity or 50 people, whichever is 
fewer, and social distancing guidelines are 
to be observed.

Restaurants have previously been limited 
to take-out and outdoor dining only, also 
with strict restrictions in place.

The limit for gatherings increases from 10 
people to 50 people. Gyms and fitness cen-
ters can reopen at 30 percent capacity.

“I have been and will continue to do ev-
erything I can to make my customers feel as 
safe as possible,” Albert added.

Full details of the Phase Two plan can be 
found at www.virginia.gov/coronavirus/

Phase Two Indoor dining, retail operations can resume June 12.

Tempo Restaurant owner Wendy Albert passes out hand wipes 
to diners May 31. Indoor dining will resume again June 12.

Warehouse Restaurant owner Hossein Pishdad, standing, serves 
a meal to Craig Dyson, John Moorman and Taylor Barnes June 
3 in Old Town. Indoor dining will resume beginning June 12 as 
part of Phase Two of the Virginia Forward plan.
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The Alexandria Board of Zoning 
Appeals has rejected a request 
from an Alexandria homeowner 

to display a 4-foot-by-8-foot sign declar-
ing his opposition to the controversial 
Seminary Road diet. The homeowner, 
Brett Melvin, said that the display was 
not actually a sign at all, arguing that 
the zoning ordinance should not apply 
because he said the exhibit should be 
considered art. He lost that argument in 
a vote of 5-to-1.

“I have begun gathering information 
on the logical next steps,” said Melvin, 
adding that he isn’t ruling out a lawsuit 
against the city. “I first must make certain 
that I have exhausted all the avenues 
available with the city appeals process. 
I will weigh all my options to decide on 
the best path forward.”

The debate over the sign reignites a 
simmering controversy over the Sem-
inary Road diet, which City Council 
members narrowly approved in a four-
to-three vote last September. The vote 
reduced two traffic lanes and installed a 
new turn lane, adding bike lanes along 
a stretch of road that connects the Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary to INOVA Al-

exandria Hospital. The next month, Mel-
vin posted a sign that read “Take Back 
Seminary Road #JustinsTrafficJam,” 
employing a hashtag used on social me-
dia by people discussing the controversy. 
During the holiday season, the sign was 
festooned with festive lights. 

“My daughter sings the hashtag every 
time we drive past,” joked Mayor Justin 
Wilson on Facebook after the vote. “I like 
the sign. I always wanted my name up 
in lights.”

Five days after he installed the sign in 
November, Melvin received a notice of 
violation from the city. That was prompt-
ed by an anonymous complaint to the 

Freedom of Speech or Zoning Violation?
Seminary Road debate resurfaces after sign violation.

The sign at 1420 Key Drive is 32 square feet, which exceeds the city’s maximum of 22 
square feet for signs on residential properties. Homeowner Brett Melvin appealed the 
violation for his sign because he thinks the decision was politically motivated. See Freedom of Speech?, Page 5

“Nobody is saying 
you can’t say 
what’s on the sign. 
We’re just saying you 
can’t say it at 
32 square feet.” 
— Lawrence Altenburg, chairman, 

Board of Zoning Appeals
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OPEN: June 17 through June 30
10 am to 4 pm

By Appointment: 
10am to Noon Each Day

Call on 17th (703-548-0603) for Appointment or
 email: TheMarketSquareShop@gmail.com

Noon to 4pm: Limit 2 Customers 

MASK REQUIRED FOR ALL SHOPPERS
AND SIGN-IN PER ALEXANDRIA

 HEALTH DEPT GUIDELINES

JULY and AUGUST TO BE DETERMINED

STAY WELL AND SAFE

25% OFF ALL MERCHANDISE

202 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

22314-3286

Freedom of Speech?
From Page 4

city’s Call, Click Connect system, which was 
logged on Nov. 29 at 8:51 am. The anony-
mous person who lodged the complaint spe-
cifically cited Article 9, Section 104 of the 
city’s Zoning Ordinance, which regulates 
signs, marquees and awnings. 

“Would you investigate and handle expe-
ditiously?” asked the anonymous tipster.

City officials say enforcement of zoning is 
driven by complaints through systems like 
Call, Click, Connect, which has since been 
replaced by a new system called Alex311. 
After receiving the complaint, zoning offi-
cials investigated the situation on Key Drive. 
They determined that the sign was larger 
than the 22 square feet maximum, conclud-
ing that it was in violation of the zoning or-
dinance.  

“We have two zoning inspectors,” said 
Tony LaColla, chief of the Land-Use Services 
Division. “We do not have the number of 
staff to proactively go out and site violations, 
so we rely on a complaint-based system.”

Melvin argued that many other signs in Al-
exandria are larger than 22 square feet, and 
he worries political motivations may have 
been behind the complaint and the city’s re-
sponse to it. He tried to argue that his First 
Amendment rights were being violated by 
selective enforcement. But city officials re-
sponded that they took action based on the 

size of the sign, which was in violation of the 
ordinance, rather than language on the sign.

“Nobody is saying you can’t say what’s on 
the sign,” said Lawrence Altenburg, chair-
man of the Board of Zoning Appeals. “We’re 
just saying you can’t say it at 32 square feet.” 

The city’s zoning ordinance defines a sign 
as something that is “used to attract atten-
tion to an institution, organization, business, 
product, service, event or location.” Melvin 
argued that his sign did not do any of those 
things and, therefore, should not be consid-
ered a sign, although he called it a “sign” 
in papers he filed with the city. Ultimately, 
board members had to figure out how to 
make a content-neutral determination about 
the sign while also determining whether it 
drew attention to an institution, business, 
product, service, event or location. 

“I think in this case, the ordinance is 
flawed, ultimately that results in the in-
ability for it to be enforced appropriately,” 
said Michael Yoo, the lone vote in favor of 
Melvin’s appeal. “You could put up a sign of 
any size and I think that is fraught with real 
problems.”

The future of the sign, which has now 
been up for seven months, is now in doubt.

“It stayed up this long only because of 
the coronavirus pandemic or the Wuhan flu, 
whatever you want to call it,” Melvin told 
members of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.
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By Char McCargo Bah

I
t was 1874 when junk dealer 
and real estate owner Charles 
A. Watson died in Alexandria, 
Virginia. He left his entire es-

tate to his wife, Laura Ware (Wair) 
Watson. Together Laura and her 
three sons, Frank, Thomas Mont-
gomery and Elbert turned their 
real estate into one of the first Af-
rican American housing communi-
ties in Alexandria.

In 1870, four years prior to 
Charles A. Watson’s death, he pur-

chased property 
in the northern 
end of Alexan-
dria located in 
the area of West 
Glebe Road and 

Mount Vernon Avenue. Today, this 
community is between I-395 and 
Route 1 at Potomac Yard and it is 
adjacent to the Del Ray and Bever-
ley Hills neighborhoods. In 1905, 
the Watsons dedicated and subdi-
vided the land to provide disen-
franchised people of color a place 
to own a single-family home. The 
community was Sunnyside and 
the streets were named after the 
deceased members of the Watson’s 
family. These streets were Elbert 
Avenue and Charles Avenue; and 
a street was named Old Dominion 
Drive.

Some of the early families who 
lived in Sunnyside were Hous-
ton G. Brooks, Amelia A. Weaver, 
Warren M. Wair, Gilbert Z. Sloan, 
Emma Simmons, Jesse Johnson, 
Thomas Montgomery Watson and 
Theodore E. Lee.

The Sunnyside community rep-
resented the American dream for 
the Colored people who lived in 

the Sunnyside community. One 
family who purchased their home 
at 3812 Elbert Avenue in the Sun-
nyside community between the 
years of 1923-1924 was Theodore 
E. and Mildred Lee. At the time, 
his occupation was porter. He and 
his wife raised four children in this 
house, DeAlman, Lavern, Dermot 
and Lovell. Mr. Lovell Arvid Lee 
remembers his childhood house 
as being a single-family unit with 
large front and back yards; two 
living rooms; dining room and 
kitchen; three bedrooms; and an 
outhouse (bathroom was added in 
the house in 1949). Mr. Lovell had 
an enjoyable childhood, he said, 
“My fond memory growing up was 
playing in the woods and the creek. 
The creek was Four Mile Run.” In 
addition, the children who lived in 
this neighborhood prior to 1950 
attended Parker-Gray School for 
their elementary and high schools. 

For black families who lived in 
Sunnyside during the Jim Crow 
era, it represented the American 
dream to own your house and 
raise your children in a community 
that accepts you.

their grandfather, Theodore who 
purchased his house in the 1920s.  
Mr. Lovell and the other original 
families were the new 20th Centu-
ry Black Middle Class. It was hard 
to believe that in the beginning of 
the Jim Crow era in Alexandria, 
one black family who had a dream 
to start a black middle class neigh-
borhood name Sunnyside, would 
pave the way for sixteen disenfran-
chised black families to own their 
homes. These families made their 
mark on Alexandria’s housing his-
tory, and they will be remembered 
as part of the Sunnyside Commu-
nity. 

Char McCargo Bah is a published 
author, freelance writer, independent 
historian, genealogist and a Living 
Legend of Alexandria. She maintains 
two blogs, http://www.theotheral-
exandria.com and http://www.find-
ingthingsforu.com.

We Were Part of the Sunnyside 
Community: Lovell Arvid Lee

The Other 
Alexandria

Mr. Lovell Arvid Lee

Lovell Arvid Lee and his brother Dermot Lee in 1948 in front of 
their house at 3812 Elbert Avenue.

Sunnyside has gone through 
many changes over the decades. 
Developers have built apartment 
buildings around the community 
making it into a high-density area. 
The old Sunnyside known today as 
Arlandria continues to evolve with 
an influx of immigrants who are 
looking for the American dream, 
just like their earlier counterparts 
of Sunnyside. However, develop-
ers have built new subdivisions in 
the area that have attracted a new 
generation of homeowners. Some 
of the old families who made up 
Sunnyside, their children have 
purchased properties in those de-
velopments. 

Mr. Lovell A. Lee has two sons, 
Sherwin and Leslie who purchased 
their homes in the new develop-
ment that was once Sunnyside. 
They are continuing the legacy of 

By Del. Paul Krizek

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
once said that “a riot is the 
language of the unheard.” 

The centuries-long pain and suf-
fering of black communities across 
this Commonwealth and our na-
tion is clearer now to majority 
whites than ever before. Now, 
finally, we must dismantle the ra-
cial inequities that led to the tragic 
deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, ineq-
uities that should have been elimi-
nated decades ago. The murderous 
8 minutes and 46 seconds of Offi-
cer Chauvin’s knee in Mr. Floyd’s 

neck has shown white 
Americans what Ameri-
ca’s black citizens have 
endured all along. The 
time for action is now.

It is time for white 
citizens, who as a race 
have never endured this 
treatment, yet benefit 
from white privilege, to 
act. It is time for all of 
us who want to do the right thing 
and truly demand equity, but are 
unsure of what to do to move for-
ward against four hundred years 
of institutionalized racism to speak 
out. The quote I remember best 
from Dr. King was his admonition, 

seemingly, to me: “In 
the end, we will remem-
ber not the words of our 
enemies, but the silence 
of our friends.”

As your elected offi-
cial, I am duty bound 
to try to change our 
laws after listening and 
learning, especially 
from black leaders in 

our community as we act togeth-
er to dismantle the broken system 
that led to the deaths of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna 
Taylor, Rodney King, Eric Garner, 
among countless other black and 
brown citizens. Closer to home, 

we can add to that list 25-year-old 
Bijan Ghaisar, who was shot multi-
ple times with impunity by the U.S. 
Park Police, without facing any ac-
countability, on a quiet Tauxemont 
community street two and one half 
years ago.

We cannot be complacent with 
a return to normalcy. The status 
quo was never equitable for black 
Americans, was it? We will try 
harder, and we will make our so-
ciety more just and fair. Racism is 
a systemic problem. We each have 
a personal duty to call out racism 
wherever we see it in our daily 
lives, and to actively consider our 

The Time to Act is Now

Krizek
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov703-836-1111   |   301-637-7163   |   JoeHadeed.com

We Understand These are Uncertain Times But We Will Remain 
Open Ready to Serve Our Customers and Community. Keeping 
You Safe Is Our Top Priority So We Are Adhering To Rigorous 

Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your Rugs Clean 
From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria.  

SAFeTY IS OUR 
TOP PRIORITY!

We Are Adhering to 
Rigorous Health & Safety 
Protocols to Protect You 

and Our Associates.

TRUST THe 
RUg exPeRTS!
We Remain Committed 
to Keeping Your Rugs 

Clean From Dirt, 
Allergens, and Bacteria. 

OUR VeRY 
BeST OFFeRS!

We’ve extended Our Best 
Offers So That You Can 
Help Protect Your Home 
From the Covid-19 Virus. 

Sanitize, DiSinfect, & anti-ViruS treatment!

Hadeed is Your Source 
for Sanitizing, Disinfecting, 
Anti-Virus Treatment, and 
Pet Stains & Dander for 
All Your Rugs, Carpets, 
Upholstery & Floors

50%
OFF*

Sanitize, Disinfect and
anti-Virus treatment of rugs

 With In-Plant Cleaning. Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

15%
Off *

In-Plant Rug Cleaning
 Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

20%
Off *

Wall-To-Wall Carpet Steam Cleaning
 Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

free curbside Pickup & Delivery!
To help protect you and our associates we are now offering to pickup & deliver 
your rugs to your doorstep. Our associates will wear gloves, masks, & booties 
when picking up & delivering your rugs and at all of our convenient locations.

†Available in MD, DC,  & VA. Min. order required, some restrictions apply. Doesn’t
include breakables. Call for details. Some addit’l fees may apply. All offers expire 6/21/20.

301-982-1111  |  JoeHadeed.com

Hadeed Oriental Rug Cleaning & In-Home Services Dropoff Locations:

» 535 W. Maple Ave. • Vienna, VA
» 4918 Wisconsin Ave. • DC/MD
» 330 N. Stonestreet Ave • DC/MD

» 3206 Duke St. • Alexandria, VA
» 6628 electronic Dr. • Springfield VA
» 3116 W. Moore St. • Richmond VA

Our exclusive 
Pet Stain 
Formula Will 
Remove Most 
Pet Stains & 
Odors!

The Time to Act is Now
own behavior through an equity lens. I am encour-
aged to see so many white youths around the country 
and in our own Mount Vernon community this past 
Friday evening, standing up and using their privilege 
to march down Richmond Highway in solidarity with 
black Americans to denounce racism in all its forms.

To all others, I need you to listen, learn, read books 
by black authors, donate your time and your money if 
you can, and even to attend peaceful demonstrations 
(using your masks and maintaining social distancing 
inasmuch as possible). As white allies, we must use 
our privilege to demand change and reconciliation for 
400 years of suffering. One thing that is abundantly 
clear is that silence and inaction are not the answer 
and the time to act is now.

For all of us, watching the news has been heart-
breaking and tough to take. Over the weekend, we 
witnessed yet another disturbing use of force incident 
in the Gum Springs community when a black man in 
obvious distress, who did not appear to be a danger to 
himself or others, was tased by a Fairfax County police 
officer. The officer then put his knee on the back of 
this man’s neck and tased the man additional times 
as he lay face down in the street and cried out that he 
couldn’t breathe. While I commend Fairfax County Po-
lice Chief Roessler and Commonwealth Attorney Des-
cano’s quick response in arresting and charging the 
officer with assault and battery, this incident shows 
that we have a police officer here in our community 
who is too quick to escalate the use of force, and just 
how critical body-worn cameras are for transparency 
and holding our law enforcement accountable.

As both a member of the General Assembly and of 
the Virginia State Crime Commission, I stand ready to 
work with my colleagues and the Governor to recom-
mend specific policy changes to ensure that law en-
forcement in Virginia is not just held accountable but 
is transformed and trained into peace enforcement 
agencies that emphasize de-escalation and nonlethal 
force, and employ empathy with a focus on mental 
health. It is important to work towards limiting the 
interactions between armed law enforcement officers 
and communities of color. Today, we call the police 
for everything, from welfare checks, to mental health 
crises, to seeing a person experiencing homelessness 
sleeping on a bench. While often well-intentioned, 
these interactions often have deadly consequences 
due to lack of training, as was the case for Atatiana 
Jefferson, who was shot in her own home by police 
during a check on her welfare. These situations could 
be better served by public safety employees who are 
trained social workers who are better able to diffuse 
a situation without the added dynamic of a deadly 
weapon. 

We will eliminate those laws which contribute to 
the systemic racism in our Commonwealth that ex-
ist not just within the criminal justice system, but in 
healthcare, in housing, and so many other areas. We 
made some progress in this last General Assembly by 
passing legislation to remove all of the old Jim Crow 
language throughout the Virginia Code, and to allow 
localities to remove powerful symbols of hate, like the 
Robert E. Lee statue on Monument Avenue in Rich-
mond and the statue of the Confederate soldier in 
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City Protests Continue
killing us. Black on black crime does not exist – it’s 
the police that are killing us and we need convictions. 
We need them fired. When the law stops protecting 
these murderous police that’s when you won’t see us 
anymore.”

Rabbi Jack Moline, president of the Interfaith Alli-
ance, attended the rally.

“This is a time for all of us to follow the lead of 
those who have been disenfranchised and oppressed 
because of the color of their skin,” Moline said.

Rev. James Daniely of Roberts Memorial United 
Methodist Church also addressed the crowd.

“We don’t need someone else to tell us that we need 
education and opportunities,” Daniely said. “We know 
that. Give us the opportunity and we will do it our-
selves.”

Daniely continued: “This is not a black on white 

issue – it’s a human issue. And we as human beings 
need to repent for our inactivates. If the things that 
you think, do and say have an inherent bias because 
of a learned behavior, repent from that. That will save 
not only black lives but human lives.”

The protest began in the parking lot of the recre-
ation center followed by a march around the block to 
the front of the building. The majority of the planned 
program took place until a severe thunderstorm warn-
ing went into effect and Police Chief Michael Brown 
asked everyone to immediately seek shelter.

Community activist Boyd Walker was one of the or-
ganizers of the event.

“There is an amazing crowd here today,” Walker 
said. “More than 1,000 people came out to celebrate 
the life of George Floyd and I hope everyone goes 
home tonight and does something constructive to 
change things.”

Local advocate McArthur Myers addresses the crowd during the protest against the death of George 
Floyd June 4 at the Charles Houston Recreation Center.

Rev. James Daniely of Roberts Memorial United 
Methodist Church speaks at the protest against 
the death of George Floyd June 4 at the Charles 
Houston Recreation Center

A protester holds a sign with photos of African 
Americans who have died due to police violence.

Protester Ivory Dean speaks to the crowd at the June 4 rally at the 
Charles Houston Recreation Center.

Protesters hold signs during the June 4 rally at the Charles Hous-
ton Recreation Center.

A boarded up Bishop Boutique on King Street.
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DOCUMENTS OUTLINING use of force by the Al-
exandria Police Department show Henderson is not 
alone. Force is used against black males more than 
any other group, according to numbers compiled by 
the police department and acquired through a pub-
lic-records request. The document outlines everything 
from shooting a gun at a suspect or deploying a Taser 
to hitting someone with a baton or tackling them to 
the ground. In the most recent report, which covers 
2019, 54 percent of the instances of use of force was 
against African Americans. That’s significantly higher 
than the black population in Alexandria, which is 23 
percent.

“Generally speaking, it’s because somebody is not 
complying,” said Shahram Fard, the deputy chief of 
police who compiled the use-of-force report for the 
department. “If I make an arrest, the only reason I’m 
using force is you’re not complying with my com-
mands.”

Fard said it’s difficult to come to a conclusion about 
the disproportionate use of force in 2019 without 
knowing more about the individual circumstances in 
the 45 incidents where force was used by 37 officers 
against 28 people. For example, he says, he’d like to 
know things like what time of the day did the incident 
happen and what was the age of the suspect? Did the 
suspect suffer from mental illness? Was the suspect 
under the influence? What type of force was used? 
All of these questions are likely to be answered in the 
incident reports, but a spokesman for the department 
says those will not be released to the public.

“We do not provide incident reports,” said Court-
ney Ballantine, responding to an email requesting 
incident reports detailing each use of force. “A FOIA 
request will also be redacted as there is sensitive in-
formation in the reports.”

SENSITIVE INFORMATION has been concealed from 
public view for many years at the Alexandria Police 
Department, which has a long history of withholding 
information that’s widely available in other states. 
When former Police Chief Earl Cook was appointed 
to the job in August 2009, he promised to review the 
policy of shielding public access to documents that are 
widely available in other states. He later changed his 
mind and announced he would not be conducting a 
review after all, adding that the department would 
continue withholding all incident reports, regardless 
of what the case is about, regardless of whether the 
case is open or closed. 

“I don’t think we have to justify it,” said Cook in 
a March 2010 interview. “A lot of things can be said 
about transparency, that doesn’t make it effective.”

Alexandria police could release incident reports if 

they wanted. But the Virginia Freedom of Information 
Act gives police agencies broad discretion to withhold 
documents and information. Police agencies across 
Virginia have chosen to use that discretion to with-
hold incident reports in all cases rather than consider 
the merits of releasing information about individual 
cases. That creates an information blackout here in 
Alexandria, where police officials say all of the uses 
of force in 2019 were warranted but refuse to release 
documents backing that up.

“They say ’nothing to see here’ and ‘everything’s 
fine,’ but we don’t know the names and we don’t 
know the officers,” said Chris Harris, president of the 
Alexandria NAACP. “We need a citizen review board 
and a better form of data transparency.”

IN THE LAST 20 YEARS, the population of Alexan-
dria has increased 13 percent. But the budget of the 
Alexandria Police Department has more than doubled, 
a spending trend that’s happened at police agencies 
across the country. That’s led many to question the 
allocation of public resources. 

The killing of George Floyd, an unarmed black man, 
by a white police officer in Minnesota last month, doc-
umented on video and shared on social media, has 
prompted a new discussion about resources devoted 
to law enforcement that could be used for things like 
social services or youth initiatives.

“You shouldn’t be sending the police when some-
body has a mental health crisis,” said Claire Gastana-
ga, executive director at the ACLU of Virginia. “You 
shouldn’t be asking the police to address homeless-
ness by arresting people for vagrancy or trespass. You 
shouldn’t be addressing drug addiction by trying to 
criminalize your way out of it. You should be investing 
in education so people have options other than crimi-
nal activity as a way to support themselves.”

Recent days have seen a wave of demonstrations 
across the country protesting police brutality and sys-
temic racism. Here in Alexandria, that’s raising new 
questions about how police use force against minori-
ties and the kind of information the Alexandria Police 
Department is willing to share about those incidents. 
One potential solution is increased training, but that 
also has its limitations. The federal lawsuit against 
the white Alexandria police officer from the 2015 
incident at Brent Place Apartments pointed out that 
the white officer already had training in ignoring rude 
comments from people who otherwise complied with 
instructions. And yet the incident happened anyway.

“Several hours of sensitivity training do not over-
come a lifetime of experience,” said Victor Glasberg, 
the lawyer who represented the ARHA inspector in 
federal court. “We are not yet at a point of mutual and 
cultural ease and respect.”

Disproportionate Use of Force
Black People in Alexandria as a Share of …
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N
ot again” is the first thing 
that went through the 
mind of Tavares Floyd, a 
local Civil Rights attorney, 

when an aunt called him with the news of 
the death of his cousin George while in po-
lice custody in Minneapolis on May 25. The 
incident has sparked nationwide protests 
and calls for social justice and police reform.

“This pain is all too familiar for many,” said 
Floyd, who attended the private family me-
morial held June 6 in Raeford, N.C. “I’ve been 
heartbroken and frustrated since, but attend-
ing the funeral gave me a new energy.”

The two cousins are related through their 
great-grandfathers and attended many fami-
ly reunions together over the years.

“Our family is scattered but originates out 
of the South, namely Tennessee, North Caro-
lina and Georgia,” said Floyd, who originally 
hails from Memphis but is now a resident of 
Del Ray. “I’ve attended reunions all over the 
country annually since I was a little boy. My 
parents always valued family and embrac-
ing our culture and what you see on TV and 
in the media is very indicative of the love 
and compassion that our family has always 
shown.”

Floyd is currently the vice president of the 
Departmental Progressive Club. He serves 
on the boards of seven other local nonprofits 
and is a dedicated community advocate.

“This moment is critically important to 
me,” Floyd said. “I have been on the fore-
front of race relations for years. I’ve never 
shied away because I’ve never had the lux-
ury to shy away. We must advance policies 
and programs that make a difference in the 
lives of every person of color. That’s where 
the real change happens.”

The Floyd family ancestors began as 
slaves and sharecroppers. Today, many are 
executives of Fortune 500s, judges, attor-

neys, doctors, presidents of HBCUs and pre-
dominantly white institutions, and elected 
officials.

“As a black man in America, the work for 
change never ends,” Floyd said. “Alexandria 

is no exception. Our country has to become 
what many of us have been taught and be-
lieved it was — a nation of liberty and jus-
tice for all.”

When asked how he feels about the move-

ment to defund police departments, Floyd 
replied with candor.

“I understand defunding police depart-
ments to be a rallying cry,” he said. “I get it. 
To me it’s more than gutting and doing away 
with budgets. It’s about addressing system-
ic problems in policing and analyzing and 
looking at how we can best utilize resourc-
es in this country for things like education 
and housing. I think people want to reorga-
nize our priorities in this country. I want us 
to re-envision safety and how we can move 
forward together.”

Floyd said that he moved to the area to 
escape some of the racism inherent in the 
south but has still experienced “blatant rac-
ism” in Alexandria on multiple occasions.

“America is in trouble and has been, and 
most of it has to do with race,” Floyd said. 
“If we look at this country for what it was 
founded on and the ideals that so many have 
prioritized, we have a nation full of suffering 
that we can’t wrap our hands around. Every-
where we turn, there’s destruction, discord 
and division. My hope is that this will real-
ly be a moment of reasoning and the real 
change African Americans have been hoping 
for will come.”

Despite the family’s loss, Floyd hopes that 
his cousin’s death will not be in vain. He will 
continue to fight for equal pay and opportu-
nities for African Americans.

“Now is the time to fight for the equali-
ty that my forefathers gave their lives to 
achieve,” Floyd said. “I’m calling on the 
white community to stop pleading igno-
rance and ignoring the suffering that African 
Americans go through on an everyday basis. 
I want to thank those who have joined my 
family in shining a light on an unjust system 
that many of us have suffered under for a 
long time. I hear them all, and I stand with 
them. Let’s stop the violence towards Afri-
can Americans, and end both the implicit 
and explicit racial injustice that permeates 
our society.”

“

News

‘Not Again’Tavares Floyd mourns loss of his cousin George.

Photo by Tavares Floyd
A likeness of George Floyd on display at a private family memorial June 6 in North 
Carolina.

Photo by Tavares Floyd
The casket of George Floyd at a private family memorial June 6 in North Carolina.

Photo contributed
Local attorney Tavares Floyd holds a newspaper clipping detailing the private family 
memorial held June 6 for his cousin George Floyd. The May 25 death of George Floyd 
during an arrest in Minneapolis has sparked weeks of protests across the county.

“This moment is critically important to me. 
We must advance policies and programs 
that make a difference in the lives of every 
person of color.”

— Tavares Floyd, cousin of George Floyd
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A
s spring flowers begin to wither under the 
heat and humidity of summer, the vibrant 
blooms that once graced yards and gar-
dens begin to fade. It’s during this time that 

landscapers and gardeners rely on a bevy of color rich 
flowering plants that are hearty enough to stand up to 
the relentless summer sun.

It’s during this time that landscapers and garden-
ers rely on a bevy of flowering plants that are hearty 
enough to stand up to the relentless heat from the 
summer sun.

“There are many annuals that keep blooming and 
producing more flowers, so you have constant color 
and constant flowers throughout the summer,” said 
Janet Shalestik, Plant Specialist, Merrifield Garden 
Center, Fair Oaks, Virginia.

“They can all be planted either in the ground or in 

containers.”
One of the most popular is Lantana, which can be 

variegated in two-toned red and orange and Salvia, 
which can grow to be two to three feet tall. Both flow-
ers attract hummingbirds and butterflies, says Shales-
tik. “Salvia are often purple and blue and sometimes 
red. What a lot of people like to do is put them con-
tainers on their patio, deck so they can see the hum-
mingbirds and butterflies while they’re sitting out-
side.” 

Orange and pink Begonias, Petunias in deep purple 
and fuchsia, towering Sunflowers and Zinnias with 
blooms that burst in colors like orange, pink and yel-
low and deep pink are also top summer picks, said 
Shalestik. “Zinnias can get nice and tall so people 
sometimes want to use them as a backdrop in their 
garden.”

Summer-Flowering Vinca are a low-maintenance 
choice. “They’re very heat tolerant, they don’t have 
to deadhead and they’re very deer-resistance,” said 
Shalestik.

“Hydration is key, especially for flowers that are 
planted in containers,” said Janet. “It’s important to 
water when it’s hot and we’re not getting much rain. 
We recommend watering in the morning so they’re 
hydrated when the intense heat starts.”

Home Life Style

Heat tolerant flowers that 
add bursts of color to  
gardens and landscapes.

Summer Blooms
Photo by Janet Shalestik

Sunflowers make great backdrops in summer gardens.

Salvia can 
grow to be 
two to three 
feet tall.

Photo by  
Janet Shalestik
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By Ken Moore
The Gazette

   

Tuesday, June 9
BACKLOGGED TESTS: Starting 
on June 9, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health’s COVID-19 data 
dashboard will reflect 13,000 addi-
tional tests that were backlogged. 
Over the next couple of days, this 
new information will be slowly 
added to the current data, which 
will result in an influx of results.

 
Monday, June 8
EVICTIONS HALTED, FOR NOW: 
A temporary statewide moratori-
um on all eviction proceedings in 
Virginia is in effect through June 
28, said Gov. Ralph Northam. The 
temporary moratorium will halt 
all eviction proceedings for a pe-
riod of nearly three weeks, as the 
Northam administration imple-
ments a comprehensive rent relief 
program for the thousands of Vir-
ginians facing housing insecurity 
in the midst of this public health 
crisis.

“I am grateful to the Chief Jus-
tice for granting this order, and for 
the activists who have been work-
ing tirelessly on this important 
issue,” said Northam. “Access to 
safe and stable housing is critical-
ly important, and this action will 
keep thousands of families in their 
homes as we work to get them the 
support they need.”

Details of the Governor’s rent 
relief initiative, supported by fed-
eral CARES Act funding, will be 
announced in the coming weeks. 
Tenants are encouraged to know 
their rights and responsibilities 
and pay their rent on time if they 
are able. Please visit StayHome-
Virginia.com for more information 
and resources on tenant rights.

 
Saturday, June 6
MODIFIED SUMMER PRO-
GRAMS: Modified full day sum-
mer programs at several locations 
throughout Alexandria for children 
ages 6-12 will be offered by the 
Department of Recreation, Parks 
and Cultural Activities (RPCA). 
Programs are designed to meet 

the needs of essential workers who 
have limited options for childcare, 
with a priority to Alexandria fami-
lies who need financial assistance. 
Each program is designed with 
limited capacity. 

Alexandria residents interested 
in participating are required to 
verify eligibility by completing a 
Summer Camp Pre-Registration 
Eligibility Form. The questionnaire 
is available online at alexandriava.
gov/Recreation. A mailed paper 
copy can be requested by calling 
the Registration and Reservation 
Office at 703.746.5414. Or, it can 
be picked up and dropped off at an 
outdoor drop box at the following 
locations: Lee Center Registration 
and Reservation Office, 1108 Jef-
ferson Street; Leonard “Chick” 
Armstrong Recreation Center, 
25 West Reed Avenue; William 
Ramsay Recreation Center, 5650 
Sanger Avenue.

AFTER SCHOOL: Registration for 
school year 2020-2021 after school 
programs offered by RPCA is sus-
pended until at least mid-July.

Once ACPS announces their 
school year schedule, RPCA will 
make the necessary programmat-
ic adjustments and provide infor-
mation about program options. 
It is anticipated that significant 
changes to program capacity and 
structure will be required to align 
with federal, state and local health 
guidelines. Once appropriate ad-
justments can be planned for the 
Fall, registration information will 
be advertised.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING, 
YOUTH AND ADULTS:  A variety 
of free on-demand programs and 
classes that can be viewed again 
and again are offered by the Rec-
reation Department. Children can 
dress up in their favorite costume, 
sing along and Be Enchanted About 
Reading or learn the fundamentals 
of baseball in Lil Pro Sports. Adults 
can get fit from their living room 
with Strength Training at Home, 
Body Part Aerobics, Chinqua Cir-
cuit and Yoga for Beginners. Look-
ing for something different? Try 
Boxercise or Zumbata en Espanol. 

See alexandriava.gov/Recreation.

NURSING HOME DATA NOT 
PERFECT: The U.S. Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) recently published data on 
COVID-19 cases in skilled nursing 
facilities. 

The CMS rule applies only to 
skilled nursing facilities that par-
ticipate in Medicare and/or Medi-
care programs; it does not apply 
to assisted living facilities or to 
skilled nursing facilities not par-
ticipating in Medicare or Medic-
aid. As a result, not all Alexandria 
long-term care facilities are listed 
on the CMS database. For more in-
formation, including what AHD is 
doing to help protect the residents 
and staff of nursing homes and 
other long-term care facilities, visit 
AHD’s COVID-19 FAQs. 

Friday, June 5
MINUS ONE: The cumulative 
number of COVID-19 cases in Al-
exandria is now 2,045, including 
45 fatalities. The Virginia Depart-

ment of Health has reassigned one 
previously reported fatality to an-
other jurisdiction. 

FOOD DASHBOARD: Feeding and 
food distribution has been a con-
cern since the COVID-19 crisis be-
gan, and many public and private 
organizations have responded. The 
City has developed an interactive 
dashboard to measure the impact 
of the combined efforts, including 
locations, demographic and food 
program data, and food distri-
bution events. Use the maps and 
charts to locate food distribution 
sites, investigate areas of interest, 
compare areas and more.

REST OF VIRGINIA: Virginia en-
tered Phase Two on Friday, June 
5, as key statewide health metrics 
continue to show positive signs. 
Under Phase Two, the Common-
wealth will maintain a Safer at 
Home strategy with continued rec-
ommendations for social distanc-
ing, teleworking, and requiring 
individuals to wear face coverings 

in indoor public settings. But the 
Governor directed Northern Vir-
ginia and Richmond to remain in 
Phase One. 

Visit virginia.gov/coronavirus/
forwardvirginia for more.

Thursday, June 4
The cumulative number of 

COVID-19 cases in Alexandria is 
now 2,031, including 46 fatalities.

EVICTION AND FORECLOSURE: 
Courts are reopening and some 
eviction and foreclosure proceed-
ings postponed during the closure 
may resume as soon as June 16. A 
number of resources are available 
for Alexandrians who are facing 
eviction and foreclosure, includ-
ing short-term emergency rental 
assistance through the COVID-19 
Emergency Rent Relief Assistance 
Program. The General Assembly 
also passed legislation earlier this 
year that gives tenants and prop-
erty owners an additional 60-day 
continuance of an eviction or fore-
closure proceeding, if they provide 
proof to the courts that their in-
come has been adversely affected 
by COVID-19. See Gov. Northam’s 
temporary moratorium announce-
ment under Monday, June 8.

CAN PETS BE HOSTS? The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Virgin-
ia Department of Health (VDH) 
have provided updated guidance 
for people who own pets and oth-
er animals. Until more is learned 
about how COVID-19 affects an-
imals, pets should be treated like 
human family members to protect 
them from a possible infection. Be-
cause there is a small risk that peo-
ple with COVID-19 could spread 
the virus to animals, pet owners 
should limit their pets’ interaction 
with people outside their house-
holds. 

The new guidelines include 
recommendations regarding dog 
walking and dog parks. Dogs 
should be walked on leashes, 
maintaining at least 6 feet from 
other people and animals. Pets and 
their owners should not gather in 
groups or and should stay out of 
crowded places. 

Fenced dog parks in Alexandria 
remain closed. Face coverings 
on animals may harm them and 
should not be used. Do not wipe 
or bathe a pet with chemical disin-
fectants or products not approved 
for animal use. Talk to a veteri-
narian if a pet gets sick, or there 
are any concerns about a pet’s 
health. For more information, see 
the CDC’s Pets and Other Animals, 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavi-
rus/2019-ncov/animals/pets-oth-
er-animals.html

Alexandria Week in Coronavirus
Quaranteens, nursing home 
holes, virtual boxing, rental 
relief and more.
 Monday, June 8  Monday, June 1
Alexandria Cases:  2,102 1,981
Virginia Cases: 51,251 45,398
United States Cases:  1,920,904 1,761,503
Alexandria Deaths: 45 45
Virginia Deaths: 1,477 1,392
United States Deaths:  109,901 103,700
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An expert is someone  who knows some 
of the worst mistakes that can be made
 in his subject and how to avoid them. 

-Werner Heisenberg

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628) Ad Network

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
in the Council Chamber, by video conference, City of Alexandria, Virginia, on Sat-
urday, June 20, 2020, at 9:30 a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter 
described items.

******

PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a License Agreement with Verizon Wire-
less to Install an In-Building Radio Distribution System in City Hall and Market 
Square Garage both located at 301 King Street.

******

PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a license extension between the City of 
Alexandria and the Tall Ship Providence Foundation for the docking of the Tall 
Ship Providence in the City Marina.

****** 

PUBLIC HEARING  and Consideration of a Three-Year license agreement re-
newal with Fight for Children for the Alexandria Boxing Club use of the Charles 
Houston Recreation Center located at 901 Wythe Street.

******

PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a license extension between the City of 
Alexandria and the Alexandria Seaport Foundation for the docking of the Mari-
time Heritage Center in the City Marina.

******

PUBLIC HEARING of an Amendment to the Five-Year Telecommunications Fa-
cility License Agreement dated October 2019, between the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T) to permit New Cingular 
Wireless to install approved small cell facilities on approved additional poles in 
the City of Alexandria’s public rights-of ways.

*******

PUBLIC HEARING of a Five-Year Telecommunications facility license agreement 
with Crown Castle Fiber, LLC, to permit Crown Castle Fiber, LLC, to occupy the 
City’s Rights-of-way to attach small cell facilities on approved poles within the 
City of Alexandria’s Rights-of-ways.

*******

PUBLIC HEARING of an amendment to a five-year telecommunications facility 
license agreement dated October 2019, between the City of Alexandria, Virginia 
and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to permit Cellco Partnership to 
install approved small cell facilities on approved additional poles in the City of 
Alexandria’s public rights-of ways.

******

AN ORDINANCE implementing emergency procedures to ensure continuity of 
city government and, in particular, to modify public meeting procedures and oth-
er public practices and procedures to address continuity of operations associat-
ed with the COVID-19 pandemic disaster.
The ordinance establishes procedures for the continuity of the City government 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic disaster.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend Chapter 3 (“CITY DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES”) 
of Title 2 (“GENERAL GOVERNMENT”) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, 1981, as amended, by adding a new Section 2-3-5, “Prohibition of Firearms 
in City Buildings and on City Property.”
The proposed ordinance prohibits the carrying of firearms in city owned building, 
park, or other property owned or used by the City.  This ordinance is based 
on recent changes to State Code Section 15.2-915 providing the city with the 
authority for such prohibition.

******

AN ORDINANCE making supplemental appropriations for the support of the gov-
ernment of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, for Fiscal Year 2020.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the adoption of supplemental appropria-
tions for the operation of city government in Fiscal Year 2020.

******

AN ORDINANCE making provision for the support of the government of the City 
of Alexandria, Virginia, for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021.
The proposed ordinance appropriates funds for the operation of the City gov-
ernment in FY 2021.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 2-2-11 (ESTABLISHMENT OF 
CENTRAL ABSENTEE VOTER ELECTION DISTRICT AND VOTING PLACE), to 
amend and reordain Section 2-2-10 (ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTION DIS-
TRICTS AND VOTING PLACES) Subsection (n), and to amend and reordain “ 
The Official Map of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, Designating Election Districts 
and Voting Places, “ adopted by Section 2-2-13 (MAP OF ELECTION DISTRICTS 
AND VOTING PLACES), all of Chapter 2 (ELECTIONS), Title 2 (GENERAL GOV-
ERNMENT) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
The proposed ordinance creates two Satellite Absentee Voting Districts for No-
vember Presidential elections at the Minnie Howard Campus and George Wash-
ington Middle School, and temporarily changes the Douglas MacArthur Voting 
District’s polling place to the George Washington Masonic National Memorial for 
the November 2020 through November 2023 elections.  
The proposed ordinance also deletes a section of the current ordinance that is 
redundant with the permanent establishment of the Beatley Library as an addi-
tional Central Absentee Voting District and is moot, as it pertains only to the 2012 
presidential election.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain the Master Plan of the City of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, by adopting and incorporating therein the amendment heretofore 
approved by city council to the North Potomac Yard chapter of such master plan 
as Master Plan Amendment No. 2019-00008 and no other amendments, and to 
repeal all provisions of the said master plan as may be inconsistent with such 
amendment.
The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of Master Plan Amend-
ment No 2019-00008 to facilitate the Virginia Tech Innovation Campus, including 
an increase to heights; an amendment to square footages and locations of pro-
posed uses; an amendment to the framework streets and location of pedestri-
an connections; and an amendment to the North Potomac Yard Urban Design 
Standards and Guidelines to add the North Potomac Yard Design Excellence 
addendum approved by the City Council on March 14, 2020.

******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 6-603 (USES) of Article No. VI 
(SPECIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES) of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in 
accordance with the text amendment heretofore approved by city council as Text 
Amendment No. 2020-00002.
The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of Text Amendment No. 
2020-00002 to allow day care centers as a permitted use on the ground floor of 
properties located within the Mount Vernon Overlay provided that the use shall 
occupy no than 30 feet frontage, and provided further that additional frontage 
space may be permitted with a Special Use Permit.

******

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the owner of 430 South Pickett Street to establish 
and maintain an encroachment for a seat wall and trench drain at 430 South 
Pickett Street, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia.
The proposed ordinance permits the owner of the property located at 430 South 
Pickett Street to establish a seat wall and trench drain in the adjacent sidewalk 
area.

******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE 
TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT IS REC-
OMMENDED THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES 
OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL. If 
the Mayor determines that weather or other conditions are such that it is haz-
ardous for members to attend the Saturday Public Hearing, the hearing will be 
continued to the next Saturday that is not a legal holiday.  GLORIA SITTON, 
CMC, CITY CLERK

Legals Legals Legals
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Winter Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.

The Candidates (for Mayor)

In Their Own Words

News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10

The Candidates (for Mayor)

In Their Own Words

News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10

Protest Rallies Held at Dulles

News, Page 3
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News, Page 3
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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TheThe

Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
A+, Page 11

Page 11

A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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See Looking Ahead,  Page 16

Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon MilesGazette Packet

F or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s
budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

WellbeingWellbeing
Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

Sign up for
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

... is greatly exaggerated.” So said Mark Twain. 
So said W.C. Fields. And so said Kenny Lourie. 
And the reason I am now saying it is because of 
what correspondence I received in my personal 
inbox accessed through my HMO’s online site. 
What I received was a condolence letter (sort 
of a form letter, quite frankly), addressed to the 
Lourie family from my oncologist expressing his 
sadness at my “passing” and his “privilege to have 
participated in the care of Kenneth Blacker Lourie” 
(me). Then, a bit later in the day, I received a cell-
phone call from an unknown number (so I didn’t 
answer it) but apparently, it knew me as a voice 
mail message was indicated. I entered my code 
and listened in associated shock as I heard my 
oncologist speak in a very heartfelt way about his 
“sadness” yet again concerning the death of yours 
truly. He spoke for nearly a minute, hemming and 
hawing and occasionally hesitating as if at a loss 
for words. Compared to the email, this message 
was personalized. Reading and then hearing what I 
have just written was an out-of-body experience of 
sorts, almost as if I was attending my own funeral 
and listening to the eulogies while standing off in 
the distance.

This experience was not totally unfamiliar to 
me. In fact, once before, pre-cancer, something 
similar happened though it was more curious than 
morbid. Scanning the Obituary section of The 
Washington Post, I noticed - for the first time, pho-
tos of the many of the deceased were a part of the 
page. They were located above the agatetype and 
mostly in black and white. Catching my attention 
as they did, I randomly went to the top right corner 
of the right-side page where I saw a photograph of 
an African-American man. Unknown to me except 
for one extraordinary fact. Printed below his photo 
was his date of birth: 9/30/54. The same as mine. 
It took my breath away. I have to tell you, seeing 
one’s date of birth listed in the obituary section is a 
peculiar kind of the-future-being-now.

Subsequently, I was diagnosed with “terminal 
‘’ non small cell lung cancer, stage IV and given a 
“13 month to two year” prognosis. And though my 
presumptive death was not listed in the obituary 
section, its inevitability was implanted in my 
brain where it has been gnawing at me since late 
February, 2009. And for the last 11-plus years, as 
you regular readers know, I have ebbed and flowed 
with the varying medicines and protocols which 
have amazingly managed to extend my life way 
beyond my oncologist’s expectations, and never 
once had I being given last rites, so to speak, or 
advised to “get my things in order.” Until today, 
that is.

After I thought a bit about what I had read and 
heard, a part of me drifted back in time to the 1999 
Bruce Willis movie “The Sixth Sense” and whether 
unlike Haley Joel Osment, I was actually dead 
already. Being alone in my house with nobody to 
snap me out of my delusion, for all I knew, this is 
what death feels like. Nevertheless, I continued 
with my normal routine, presuming I was still alive 
and sure enough, it soon became clear that I was 
indeed still alive.

But my oncologist and maybe even my endo-
crinologist - with whom I have an appointment 
Monday, June 8th might think otherwise. And not 
that their thinking ‘otherwise’ will change their 
lives, but knowing what they think they know 
rather than what is actually true might blip their 
radar and cause some emotional misdirection. 
After all, they’re only human and even though I 
might not be their most memorable patient, given 
my unexpectedly long life post diagnosis, I feel I’m 
not so easily forgettable either. Not dying does that 
to a person’s “pagh,” to invoke “the spiritual force 
inherent in all sentient beings” as believed by the 
inhabitants of Bajor. (See Major Kira Nerysfrom 
“Deep Space Nine.”) 

For the moment/immediate future though, I am 
still present and accounted for. I just hope all my 
medical appointments haven’t been automatically 
cancelled since I’m still a living and breathing 
cancer patient, and that’s no exaggeration.

“The News of 
My Death ... The Time 

To Act is Now

Opinion

From Page 7
Alexandria, that no longer stands after 131 
years in the middle of South Washington 
street. We also eliminated another potent 
symbol, by no longer celebrating Lee-Jack-
son Day and instead making Election Day a 
state holiday, something I have long advo-
cated for. Those monuments do not belong 
in our public places. They are totems to rac-
ism and must be dismantled altogether.

I hear — and encourage you to contact 
me — from constituents with hearts broken 
by witnessing police brutality, but now also 
with hope and legislative ideas on reform-
ing our criminal justice system, as well as 
how to address better access to health care, 
workforce skills development, training for 
incarcerated black youth with real job skills, 
and affordable housing. There were many 
bills that I supported in past sessions like 
bringing back parole, expungement of ten-
year-old plus nonviolent crimes, ending the 
death penalty, community policing, giving 
judges the discretion to reduce and drop 
charges after jury sentencing, eliminating 
mandatory minimums, and other laws to 
tackle structural inequality. I am committed 
to equity and to help those who are strug-
gling, which has been especially difficult in 
the context of this pandemic. Our nation is 
under tremendous stress, pain, and anxiety. 
But, as I watch the peaceful protests—a de-
termined and blended mosaic of young peo-
ple of all races—I am more confident that 
we can come together to honor the essential 
cause of reconciliation and racial equality. 
We cannot unsee what we have seen with 
our very own eyes, or unlearn what we have 
finally learned over the past few days. This 
is our moment. We cannot fail our children. 
They are showing us the way.

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Cal-
endar. Photos and artwork welcome. Dead-
line is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks 
before the event.
 
Ongoing in June
Social Distancing Yoga. 6-6:40 p.m. on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. At 
8609 Highgate Road, Alexandria. Join 
local yoga entrepreneur, Jessica Mon-
toya, for outdoor early morning social 
distancing yoga.  Bring two nonperish-
ables or toiletries for donation to the 
Capital Area Food Bank.  More info. At 
www.yogaforvitality.com.

 
Now Thru June 24
Alexandria Makers Market. 7-8 p.m. This 

virtual event, in partnership with Port 
City Brewery, will feature 20 diverse 
Alexandria-based makers. Each week in 
June a different set of vendors will be 
featured. Customers will order online at 
the vendors’ websites during the week, 
and be able to pick up their purchases 
with easy, free, contactless pick-up at 
the brewery. This will be an excellent 
opportunity for people to support local 
businesses for all of those teachers, 
grads, and dad gifts that are needed in 
June. Visit the website: http://www.
alexandriamakersmarket.com

Bulletin Board
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.

6/30/20.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town | $1,450,000
Circa 1875 Victorian beauty on a quiet 
block in the heart of Old Town. This 
4-bedroom, 3-bath home has 10-ft 
ceilings and original hardwoods. Separate 
entrance to a lower level with a full 
bathroom. Spectacular private garden.  
Colleen Coopersmith 703.338.2930
ColleenCoopersmith.com

Old Town | $1,175,000
Beautiful in-town elegant living. 2 ample 
bedrooms, 2 baths plus a den upstairs 
with original spiral staircase. Historic 
residence was modernized in 1990 
restoration & addition. Family room off-
kitchen. Porch/balcony overlooks garden.
Paul Anderson 703.408.0676
paulvanderson.com

Kirkside | $1,150,000
Absolutely gorgeous colonial on a 
spectacular large lot in a beautiful quiet 
cul-de-sac with 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. 
Thoughtfully updated including incredible 
master and hall baths, new hardwood 
floors, replacement windows and doors. 
Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
RobinArnoldSells.com

Old Town | $700,000
Beautiful, upgraded end-unit townhome 
with 3 finished levels in Colecroft. One 
block to Metro. 2 bedrooms, 3 full baths.  
Open main level with hardwood floors. 
Finished lower level with full bath. Fenced 
back patio and off-street parking. 
Chris Fischer 703.930.6349 
FischerRealEstate.com

Old Town | $1,785,000
Yes, George Washington DID sleep here! The oldest of Old Town’s residences dating from 1749 is ready for its newest steward. 
Detached, light-filled throughout & lovingly renovated for today’s lifestyle, the John Dalton House will take your breath away with head-
turning surprises! From the enchantingly large garden on the 5,203-SF landscaped lot to the rich wood floors, tall ceilings & windows, 
exquisite woodwork & easy flow, you will find this 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath, brick & sided residence has handsome formal rooms, bright 
sunroom, comfortable family room, chef’s kitchen with breakfast bar, walk-out rec room, workshop, wine closet & storage everywhere. 
There is even a separately-metered, rentable apartment. Driveway parking for 2 cars! The rich history continues with you…  
Ann Duff 703.965.8700 
AnnDuff.com

Old Town Village | $1,549,000
Beautifully updated two-level courtyard 
home with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2 
car garage. Amazing library has floor-to-
ceiling knotty pine bookshelves, cabinets 
and custom cherry floor. 405 S Henry St. 
Facebook Live @sweethomealexandria
Lisa Groover 703.919.4426 
LisaGroover.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT/SUN 12PM

Hybla Valley Farms | $675,000
Charming, expanded, 1947 Cape Cod on 
.96 acres has period details and modern 
style. 3-4 bedrooms plus sunroom/office, 
3 renovated baths, spacious gourmet 
kitchen, loft family room, lovely master 
suite & fully fenced yard. 7813 Frances Dr.
Jodie Burns 571.228.5790 
JodieBurns.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SUN 6/14, 1 & 2PM

Rosemont | $1,299,000
3-bedroom, 3.5-bath, craftsman style 
home! Fabulous front porch with ceiling 
fan and wiring for sound. Brazilian cherry 
hardwoods throughout, gourmet kitchen 
overlooks family room. Large bedrooms 
and closets. 120 E Walnut Street
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
JenWalker.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 6/13, 12:30PM

Alexandria | $1,149,000
Expanded brick home with 4 bedrooms, 3 
full and 1 half baths. Large cul-de-sac lot 
with several old growth trees. Kitchen is 
updated and open to family room. Master 
bedroom with en-suite. Brand new hall 
bath. 502 Ivy Circle
Laurel Conger 703.577.6899 
LaurelConger.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SUN 6/14, 11AM

Arlington/Westover | $889,900
3-bedroom, 3-bath colonial on cul-de-
sac. Updated huge kitchen. Mud room off 
porch with great storage, washer/dryer, 
and full bath. Custom work/play shed 
with separate HVAC/cable. Close to EFC 
Metro. 1207 N Livingston Street
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
JenWalker.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 6/13, 11AM


