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Deer Hunting Controls 
Herd Populations

News, Page 2

Fairfax County goes into deer 
management season, allowing 
archery experts a chance to get 
a 10-point buck in the name of 
preserving the environment. This 
year’s season started on Sept. 12 
and will end on Feb.  20, 2021.
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News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

I
magine walking through 
wooded county park and all 
of a sudden, you see a person 
armed with a bow and arrow 

up on a stand in a tree. This could 
happen as Fairfax County goes into 
their deer management season, al-
lowing archery experts a chance to 
get a 10-point buck in the name of 
preserving the environment.

According to the county, the goal 
of the program is to manage local 
deer populations, and hunting is 
the preferred population manage-
ment method, their material stat-
ed. 

“The archery program has an ex-
ceptional safety record,” said Kath-
erine Edwards, a Wildlife Manage-
ment Specialist with the Fairfax 
County Police Department. “There 
have been zero safety incidents 

since the program was started.”
Ed Foster frequently walks 

past the orange signs at Accotink 
Stream in Springfield, which is one 
urban park that is part of the deer 
hunting program. “I have not seen 
anybody hunting or signs of any 
deer,” he said, although he was 
aware of the program. Another 
trail user did see some hunters in 
the past though. “They were up in 
a tree stand,” the man who chose 

not to give his name, said.
There is a map the deer manage-

ment program follows that ranks 
the counties. They are categorized 
as counties that want to increase 
the amount of deer, stabilize exist-
ing numbers, or reduce the num-
ber of deer in each county. Fairfax 
is colored red on that map as a 
county that wants to reduce that 
number. The surrounding coun-
ties of Arlington, Prince William, 

Loudoun and Stafford are also 
looking to decrease the number of 
deer.

This program started in the 
county in 1998, citing safety con-
cerns associated with deer like car 
accidents, health concerns and 
ecological damage. They also cite 
health concerns for the deer herd, 
and deer ticks that might spread 
Lyme Disease. Virginia is consid-
ered a “high risk” state for deer-ve-
hicle collisions, and noted that the 
likelihood of a deer collision is one 
in 74. In 2019, there were 102 re-
portable deer-vehicle collisions in 
Fairfax County and seven resulted 
in vehicle occupant or driver injury.  
Deer management is a challenging 
issue, especially in urban areas 
noted Edwards, and while there 
are people on both sides of the is-
sue, some type of deer population 
management is necessary. “Some 
residents strongly oppose archery 
hunting or the killing of deer re-
gardless of the method, others 
have expressed opposition to the 
archery program due to perceived 
safety concerns related to weapons 
use in the parks,” Edwards said.

Venison or 
Vermin?

The hunting is allowed in 100 
parks and public land sites around 
Fairfax County and the parks re-
main fully open to the public. Last 
year was a big year for the pro-
gram. In Huntley Meadows Park 
cluster, there were 98 deer killed, 
consisting of 70 doe and 28 bucks 
of various description – button 
buck (younger), and antlered and 
non-antlered. In the total 18 park 
clusters where the county program 
ran last year, there were a total of 
868 deer killed, and most of them 
were does.

All archers must be in com-
pliance with game licensing and 
general Hunter Safety Education 

requirements as specified by the 
Virginia Department of Wildlife Re-
sources. All archers are required to 
pass qualifications with their bows 
to ensure their accuracy, marks-
manship, and skill in shot place-
ment prior to being accepted to the 
Fairfax County Deer Management 
Program. Additionally, the county 
requires that archers in the county 
program complete training above 
what is mandated by the state to 
include a course through the In-
ternational Bowhunter Education 
Program, Edwards said.

All applicants also undergo a 
criminal background check and 
they must report any kills. The 
hunters must use stands, so they 
can’t just walk around seeking 
deer. “Hunting from the ground 
is strictly prohibited in any coun-
ty park,” said Edwards. Stands are 
permitted no closer than 100 feet 
from park property line 50 feet 
from park trails.

Once a deer is killed, the hunter 
then makes an incision down the 
underside, and removes the or-
gans. This is known as “field dress-
ing the kill,” and the “deer must 
be moved from public view before 
field dressing,” county rules state. 
They can keep the deer meat, 
known as venison, for themselves, 
or donate it to charitable organiza-
tions such as Hunters for the Hun-
gry that contribute to local food 
banks, Edwards noted.

Fairfax County sends out notifi-
cation letters to property owners 
adjacent to approved park sites 
and sent about 22,500 letters for 
FY 2021. They also hold public in-
formation meetings or webinars, 
HOA and Civic Association Meet-
ings as well as distributing press 
releases, county blogs (FCPD and 
OPA) and videos. The orange Deer 
Management Program signs are 
posted too.

This year’s season started on 
Sept. 12 and will end on Feb.  20, 
2021.

Deer Hunting in Fairfax County Controls Herd Populations
Bow hunting 
program nets 
hundreds of 
deer each year.

These orange signs are posted at the trailhead in places where the 
archery program is conducted.

Cycling through the hunting zone may not be obvious to everyone.
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
op-level discussions concerning 
proposals by Fairfax County Public 
Schools leaders and School Board 
members to increase the popula-

tion of underrepresented students of color 
at Thomas Jefferson High School for Sci-
ence and Technology (TJHSST) have flown 
fast and furious the last four weeks. In the 
most recent plan in the process dated Oct. 
8, a revised Merit Lottery proposal is on the 
table. To be accepted into the Merit Lottery, 
students would need to meet minimum re-
quirements and be randomly selected within 
their pathway according to Superintendent 
Scott Brabrand in his Oct. 8 presentation. 

As background, since TJHSST is a region-
al Governor’s school within Fairfax County 
Public Schools, an applicant’s pathway to 
the school is not only as a Fairfax County 
Public Schools student but also as a stu-
dent residing in Loudoun, Arlington, Falls 
Church, Prince William and if attending a 
private school. The School Board reached 
consensus at its Oct. 8 regular meeting that 
the TJHSST admission tests and application 
fee should be removed.

RESPONSES to the proposed revisions by 
community members were split. Some who 
spoke at the meeting cited concern over a 
two-tiered admission process, impact on 
the prestigious school and unintentional 
discrimination while others applauded the 
effort to increase admittance for underrep-
resented groups.

The process to change TJHSST Admis-
sions Policy began Sept. 15 when Brabrand 
presented his recommendations to the 
School Board to improve diversity by estab-
lishing a Merit Lottery System.  On Sept. 23, 
FCPS presented a Community Town Hall 
with Brabrand to hear feedback on proposed 
policy changes to TJHSST Admissions.   An 
additional three events related to the matter 
occurred the first full week in October. 

At the Oct. 6 School Board Work Session, 
the Superintendent’s newly revised Admis-
sions proposal showed a rolling admissions 
process to keep a class of 500 students. 
Based on a holistic review of their applica-
tions, the highest-evaluated students would 
be offered an opportunity to fill 100 of the 
available 500 seats. 

The remaining 400 seats would be filled 
by a merit lottery, with FCPS region slots 
proportional to student enrollment.  To be 
accepted into the Revised Merit Lottery, 
students would need to meet minimum re-
quirements that remained unchanged: stu-
dent portrait sheet, problem solving essay 
and experience factors.  

The highest-evaluated 100 students 
would be offered admissions. The remaining 
students would be selected randomly within 
their pathway. 

At the Oct. 7 Community Town Hall on 
the Admissions Policy, Brabrand said, “We 
know historically over decades we have 

been challenged having the diversity of the 
TJ admitted class match the diversity of Fair-
fax County Public Schools.” He added that 
during the School Board Work Session the 
night before, Oct. 6, the Board provided 
consensus to eliminate the battery of tests, 
Quant-Q, ACT Aspire Reading and Science, 
that were “squeezing out the diversity in our 
students as they seek to become part of the 
admitted class at TJ. “

Commenting on the $100 application fee 
used in other years, Brabrand said, “A fee 
frankly is a way to send a message (that) 
this is something for you to be a part of or 
not. Eliminating the fee is a step in the right 
direction.” Other requirements including the 
problem-solving essay, student information 
sheet, algebra I in the eighth grade, and 
minimum GPAs in math and science would 
be retained. Brabrand said that the Board 
also asked him on Oct. 6, to look at addition-
al capacity space at TJ, its “pathways” and to 
provide additional slots, not just for Fairfax 
County Public Schools but also for regional 

partners whose children apply and are ad-
mitted to the school. According to a spokes-
person for Fairfax County Public Schools, 
“The Board also agreed that the Superinten-
dent’s revised proposal should include a ca-
pacity increase at TJHSST to be more com-
parable with other schools in the division; 
examine an approach that considers the ap-
plicant pool by pyramid and middle school; 
present a holistic admissions process that 
considers lottery and non-lottery options; 
and initiate the revised admissions process 
timeline for the Class of 2025 to begin no 
later than the end of January 2021,” 

During the Oct. 8 comment portion of the 
regular Fairfax County School Board meet-
ing, feedback from 15 parents, students 
and constituents who signed up to speak 
revealed a sharp divide on the proposed Re-
vised Admissions policy. 

Sujatha Hamilton, the Fairfax County 
NAACP education chair, said some middle 
school communities did not send applicants 
to TJ resulting in unequal representation. 

“Because we don’t get emails and letters 
from their parents… does not mean that 
they don’t pray for opportunities or resourc-
es for access. I am begging you to remember 
them. They are your constituents too even 
though they may not even know that the 
Board exists to serve their needs. Please do 
not send this out to an external body or de-
lay.”

Countering, Brandon Kim questioned the 
racial code-based system saying it would in-
stitutionalize the very racism that it claimed 
to fight. “You are putting the future of our 
kids in the hands of administrators who are 
tone deaf to the needs and concerns of (the) 
Asian American community (and) have an 
anti-Asian bias.” 

Hanning Chen addressed the diversity 
and culture gap in learning, opportunity and 
programs. “Does anyone know why there 
are so few Black and Latino students in TJ? 
Because of the failure of FCPS of educating 
those underserved students whose FCPS’s 
outreach programs have dropped by 50 
percent since 2011. Over the last ten years, 
those abandoned students, lacking FCPS 
resources, were not even mentioned once 
by FCPS leadership until now. Those post-
er kids are suddenly needed for a political 
show,” he said. 

Didi Elsyad, a student at TJHSST said, “TJ 
is segregation in its modern form.”

IN HIS PRESENTATION to the Board, Bra-
brand said that statistically the revised Merit 
Lottery system should provide some increase 
in admittance for underrepresented groups 
while allowing top performers entry into the 
school. However, he acknowledged concern 
that the two-tiered admissions process may 
have unintended impacts on the Caring Cul-
ture at TJHSST and may continue to admit 
more students from a few top-performing 
FCPS middle schools. 

Proposed next step responses included 
targeted outreach to eighth grade students, 
recruitment letters, virtual open houses and 
presentations to students, parents and the 
community to the 95 participating middle 
schools and 100+ private schools.  Target 
recruitment also included the provision to 
provide underrepresented students STEM 
programming to generate excitement of 
learning math and science.

The Board approved a motion directing 
the Superintendent to develop a plan to es-
tablish policies and procedures for a region-
al governing board for TJHSST consisting 
of a proportional representation of school 
boards that send students to the school.

In the meantime, eighth graders and their 
families wait for a firm admissions timeline, 
and the School Board works to find con-
sensus on proposed process revisions. “My 
office will continue to collaborate closely 
with the School Board to ensure that the 
proposed changes will help all students have 
access to TJ based on the merit of their ap-
plication and not based on test scores and 
unequal access to preparation programs,” 
said Brabrand.

Advancing Diversity and Inclusion Through Changes in TJ Admissions
Newest proposed merit lottery admissions policy fuels concern.

Pathway Composition to Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology.

Ricardy Anderson, Chair 
Fairfax County School 
Board, Mason District 
Representative. 

Speaker Hanning Chen 
disapproves of the pro-
posed revised Merit Lot-
tery for Thomas Jefferson 
High School for Science 
and Technology.

Didi Elsyad, student at 
Thomas Jefferson.
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Opinion

By Ricshawn Adkins Roane 

About the Author
Ricshawn Adkins Roane is an African-American 

daughter, sister, wife, and mother living in Great 
Falls: She is a senior leader in private philanthropy 
and has graduate training in counseling and men-
tal health.

 

T
his week I was invited to participate 
in a focus group to solicit ideas for 
an upcoming conversation around 
the impact of the November 3 elec-

tions on the philanthropic sector.  And make no 
mistake, the impact will be seismic no matter 
the outcome; these are the most consequential 
American elections in which my fellow Genera-
tion Xers and I will have ever participated.  Up 
and down ballots across the country, in rural 
towns, suburban hamlets, and urban centers, 
the winners of this election (from the President 
and Congress to State Legislators and Attorneys 
General, to Mayors, Sheriffs, Boards of Supervi-
sors and School Boards) will determine the pol-
icies and practices that will govern us all.

The import of this election season is evi-
denced by the ubiquitous voter registration and 
“Get Out The Vote” campaigns being waged by 
the right, left, and middle.  Increasingly those 
efforts have extended to preventing voter sup-
pression and intimidation and mounting legal 
challenges to ensure votes are counted fairly 
and accurately. And regardless of partisanship, 
all of us should prioritize free and fair elections 
where every vote is counted and every vote 
counts. 

The next priority for me and many others 
should be prioritizing our emotional health by 
centering ourselves and building the emotional 
fortitude and stamina that will be required in 
the post-election aftermath.  That seems like a 
tall order when so many are running flat out 
exhausted just to get to the election day “finish 
line.”  The reality, however, is that November 

3, 2020 will not mark the culmination of our 
efforts or an ending, but the end of a begin-
ning. In fact the most recent battle in the war 
to realize the promise of America for all her res-
idents has really just begun; the difficult and 
daily work of governing is how we materialize 
that p romise. 

No matter which party controls the White 
House, Congress, and State Houses across 
the country as a result of these elections (and 
there’s a good chance we won’t know by the 
time the polls close), the days and weeks in the 
immediate aftermath will be emotionally and 
mentally taxing.  The reality is that no matter 
which party prevails, on Wednesday, Nov, 4, 
nearly 1,000 of our family members, neighbors 
and community members, colleagues, and con-
gregants are projected to die from COVID-19; 
unemployment numbers will continue to rise 
(and access to affordable and equitable health 
care will decline) in a country where 140 mil-
lion people were poor or low-income prior to 
the pandemic; over 179 million people will be 
in danger of a utility shutoff; and 30-40 million 
will be at risk of eviction.

I hearken back to Nov. 9, 2016 and the 
shock, befuddlement, and denial I felt having 
gone to bed with the expectation that Hillary 
Clinton would be victorious and waking up to 
the news that Donald J. Trump was elected the 
45th president of the United States.  I remem-
ber my stunned stagger to the school bus stop 
with my then 8- and 6 year-olds, the heavy si-
lence of an environment usually cacophonous 
with the laughter of elementary school children 
and their preschool-aged siblings and the banal 
chatter of watchful parents. The pundits’ proc-
lamation that White suburban women clenched 
the victory for Trump rang through my head as, 
through eyes bloodshot from tears, I silently 
asked “were you one of them?”

And we need to prepare for a similar emo-
tional and mental assault after November 3.

The reelection of President Donald J. Trump 
and a conservative wave will mean the triumph 
of falsehoods over truth, of those who are ex-
pendable over those who are essential, of “law 
and order” for a few over justice for all, of rising 
401Ks over rising quality of life , and of accep-
tance of the unacceptable.  In short, it will likely 
mean more of the last 8 months for the next 4 
years.  

That triumph will also be a repudiation of 
my very being as a Black woman and that of 
my family.  Black folks will be confronted anew 
with the fact that we keep loving a country that 
doesn’t love us back. And while virtual learn-
ing will mean no teary eyes at the bus stop, my 
heart will be in my throat every time I pass my 
neighbors on my daily morning walk, bump 
into them at the grocery store, or run into them 
while picking up take out, wondering “were you 
one of them?” 

If Joe Biden/Kamala Harris and a range of 
progressive candidates are victorious, we will 
be dealing with the triple threats of an un-
hinged President Trump driven to govern out of 
spite and not the good of the country, a possible 
assault on a peaceful transition of power for the 
first time in our democracy, and the specter of 
nationally televised white supremacist-led ter-
rorism (the Proud Boys have told us they are 
standing by and those intent on “liberating” our 
country are plotting and planning); not to men-
tion the everyday harassments that will not be 
horrific enough to make the news cycle but cut 
as deeply.

There is clearly an outcome that gives me 
greater hope for the longer-term future but 
make no mistake about it, the immediate af-
termath of these elections will be harder than 
pre-election.  So draw on your faith resources 
(I pray that you have some), center yourself 
through those practices that anchor you, put 
your sister circle on standby, and prepare for the 
emotional aftermath of November 3.

We Need to Start Talking About 
The Emotional Impact of Election Day

Vandalism As 
‘Dialogue’

To the Editor:
Unfortunately, in McLean, 

this is what passes for “dia-
logue.” It seems that among 
many Democrats and the left 
wing media,  prayer is at the 
altar of dialogue. Actually their 
purported calls for dialogue 
really mean they talk and we 
listen. Two recent incidents of 
vandalizing Trump signs on 
Lewinsville Road illustrate well 
what seems to be replicated on 
a national level.

I get it that the left lives in an 
echo chamber - they are con-
vinced that only they are right 
and everyone else’s opinions 

are wrong. Here in McLean, they 
seem to feel that their being right 
gives them license to trespass and 
destroy. Many media outlets rein-
force this notion that their views 
are the correct ones - after all, 
“political correctness” has entered 
the national vocabulary as a well 
understood term.

Is there any correction avail-
able? Moving on to a larger arena 
or topic, if the left - who are often 
well-educated people are so intol-
erant, why can’t they take some 
action to check themselves? Alco-
holics often avoid bars. Why does 
the left not hire ombudsman for 
their media outlets so that oppos-
ing views can be heard on a regu-
lar basis?

Nicholas Kalis
McLean

Lewins-
ville Road 
McLean: 
Vandal-
ism photo 
taken on 
Oct. 1.

Second 
example of 
vandalism 
on Lewins-
ville Road

Photos by 
Nicholas 
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HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell
The Connection

Once thought of as space for academics to 
smoke cigars and sip whiskey, the era of 
covid-19 has transformed home libraries into 

now cozy places of refuge. Those who’ve grown tired 
of Netflix and election coverage might find solace in 
curling up with a book. From a reading nook with 
a small chaise to a grand room with a fireplace and 
soaring ceilings, five local designers offer inspiration 
for creating a home library.

Tracy Morris, Tracy Morris Design
Whether ornate or minimalist, design ideas for ac-

commodating one’s personal taste abound, says Tra-
cy Morris, Tracy Morris Design in McLean. “When it 
comes to home libraries, the customization options 
are endless,” she said. “Some of my favorite things 

to include in li-
braries are art 
light sconces 
that illuminate 
the books, a 
built-in bar, 
closed storage, 
a built-in read-
ing nook or 
even a secret 
bookcase door.”

A literary re-
treat need not 
lack elegance, 
says Morris. 
“When it comes 
to creating a 
space that feels 
relaxing, while 
still put togeth-

er, it’s always best to keep it simple,” she said. “Use 
soft pillows and throws, textured fabrics on uphol-
stery, and be sure to include a soft rug.”

Even for those with a vast collection of tomes, Morris 
believes in leaving a few open spaces on the shelves to 
display accessories, like picture frames or bookends. 
“Completely filled shelves can be overwhelming,” she 
said. “Balancing it with other accessories will make it 
look stylish, yet relaxed. I like to break up the shelves 
by including some books turned horizontally with a 
decorative object resting on top.“

One of Morris’ most memorable home libraries was 
at once stately and serene. “We opted for a completely 
wood-filled space with rich leathers,” she said. “Since 
the space was filled with darker wood tones, we used 
large windows for added brightness. We also had the 
mullions of the windows faux painted to match the 
wood for a seamless look.”

Doubling as a home office, the space includes a 
fireplace focal point. “We used swivel chairs that can 
pivot towards the fireplace in the room or towards the 
desk, plus putting an ottoman in between provides a 
soft place to kick up your feet,” she said.

Rebecca Penno, Penno Interiors in McLean,
Determining homeowners reading style and the 

way the room’s overall purpose, is the way that Rebec-
ca Penno, Penno Interiors in McLean, Va. approach-
es each home library design. “Some home libraries 

function as a work space, others as more of a den,” 
she said. “This is always a struggle with homeowners 
when styling their built-ins. “Many homeowners have 
a true book collection that they do not want to let 
go of. Other homeowners have books with no attach-
ment. If possible, we always eliminate all paperback 
books.”

An expansive library with multiple functions, says 
Penno included a desk, fireplace and television. She 
designed the room to serve as library, home office and 
a space to relax. “In order for the homeowner to be 
able to use all three of these focal points, we used 
comfortable lounge chairs on a swivel base to provide 
flexibility,” she said. “The starting point was the oak 
paneling. It provided a masculine backdrop with the 
deep wood tones and strong grain. From there, we 
layered patterns of all brown tones paired with brass 
accents.”

Home Library Design
Designers offer 
ideas for spaces with 
style and comfort.

A fireplace, leather chairs and large windows 
combine to make this wood-filled home library by 
Tracy Morris both stately and comfortable.

Large windows add additional lighting to this 
wood paneled library and home office by Rebecca 
Penno.

“When it comes 
to creating a 
space that feels 
relaxing, while 
still put together, 
it’s always best to 
keep it simple.”
— Tracy Morris, Tracy Morris 

Design in McLean, Virginia.
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An expert is someone  who knows some 
of the worst mistakes that can be made
 in his subject and how to avoid them. 

-Werner Heisenberg
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Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle sections,
the second week of every
month. Peek at the top
real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical sug-
gestions for your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week of
every month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call 703-778-9431

News

The following summary contains 
various incidents of general interest 
as well as vehicular  crashes han-
dled by the Town of Vienna, Virgin-
ia Police Department from  Oct. 2 
– Oct. 8, 2020. 

INCIDENTS 
Suspicious Event -- Emmaus 

United Church of Christ 
900 Maple Avenue, East. Be-

tween Aug. 18 at 9 p.m. and Oct. 
3 at 8:45 p.m. An employee at the 
Church reported that on three sep-
arate occasions someone had left 
bags filled  with vomit in the park-
ing lot near the playground area. 

Suspicious Event -- 200 Lawyers 
Road, NW. Between Sept. 30 at 
5 p.m. and Oct. 1 at 10 a.m. The 
Postmaster reported that someone 
pried open the mail collection box 
located on the island at  Church 
Street and Lawyers Road and stole 
the mail. This case is being investi-
gated by the Postal  Inspector. 

Destruction of Property -- 300 
Block George Street, SW,  Oct. 2, 
1:30 p.m. 

A resident reported that some-
one placed a trash can on the hood 
of his vehicle causing deep  scratch-
es in the painted finish. It was de-
termined that it was his neighbor’s 
brother who was  responsible for 
the incident. The resident was ad-
vised of the warrant process should 
he wish to  pursue charges. 

Suspicious Person 20-007670 -- 

1000 Block Ware Street, SW, Oct. 2, 
2:30 p.m. A resident reported that 
he observed an elderly man in his 
backyard. 

When the resident confronted  
the man, he began walking to-
ward Marshall Road. The resident 
believes the man may have been  
stealing chestnuts from the tree in 
his yard. 

Animal Case – Quarantine --
Hope Advanced Veterinary Cen-

ter,140 Park Street, SE,  Oct. 2, 
6:45 p.m. 

An employee was bitten by a cat 
during a procedure. The cat resides 
in Burke, Virginia, so the  case was 
forwarded to the Fairfax County 
Animal Control for follow up on the 
cat’s quarantine. 

Assist EMS -- 200 Block Cedar 
Lane, SE, Oct. 3, 9:09 a.m. 

Officers responded to assist res-
cue personnel with a man suffer-
ing a medical emergency. As  CPR 
was being performed on the man, 
rescue personnel detected a strong 
odor of gas in the  building and 
their gas meter indicated a leak. 
Officers evacuated all residents 
from the apartment  building. The 
Fire Department’s Hazardous Ma-
terial Unit responded with the gas 
company and  determined there 
was no leak and believed the odor 
was caused by burned food in one 
of the  apartments. The man was 
transported by rescue personnel to 
an area hospital for treatment.

McLean 
Safe Com-
munity Co-
alition will 
host a talk, 
S e t t i n g 
the Tone: 
Habits for 
a Smooth 
V i r t u a l 
Learning Experience, featuring 
Ana Homayoun 

Thursday, Oct.r 15, 2020 at 
noon. 

In this, solutions-oriented 
talk, noted author and educa-
tional consultant Ana Homay-
oun will examine how setting 
students up socially, emotion-
ally and academically in the 
midst of pandemic pivoting 
and change is key to long-term 
well-being and engagement. 
She will also discuss how tak-
ing the time to set the tone for 
a smoother school year means 
looking at daily and weekly 
habits that work for your stu-
dents and your family. This 
event is FREE, but registration 
is required. Register today at 
www.mcleanscc.org. 

Ana Homayoun

Setting the 
Tone for Virtual 
Learning

Vienna Police Highlights
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Calendar
NOW THRU OCT. 18
Virtual Nature Center Walk or Run. Friends of Res-

ton (FOR) announces its 17th annual run and 
walk fundraiser for the Walker Nature Center 
will begin Friday, October 9 and end on Sunday, 
October 18. This year’s event is now the Virtual 
Nature Center Walk-or-Run, organized to allow 
for more participation of all ages and abilities.  
Runners and walkers can choose their selected 
route of 5K, or 10K, or just 1 mile, to complete 
the Virtual Nature Center Walk-or-Run at any 
time within the span of 10 days.  Proceeds from 
registration fees, $25 (13 years and older), and 
$15 (12 years and younger), will support facili-
ty enhancements, programs and projects at the 
Walker Nature Center.  Virtual Nature Center 
Walk-or-Run, direct link:

https://www.active.com/running/distance-run-
ning-virtual-events/virtual-nature-center-walk-
or-run-2020?int= 

NOW THRU NOV. 1
Twilight Wagon Rides. 5:15 p.m. At Frying Pan 

Farm Park, 2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Enjoy 
a journey through the forest and fields, taking 
in the changing fall colors. After your wagon 
ride, roast marshmallows and enjoy time by 
the light of a crackling campfire. These private 
family outings are being offered on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays through Nov 1, 2020. 
Tours begin at 5:15 p.m., and the cost is $45 
per family. Call 703-437-9101, or visit Frying 
Pan Farm Park.

NOW THRU NOV. 5
Haunted Wine Tours. 6:30 p.m.; 7:30 p.m. and 

8:30 p.m. At The Winery at Bull Run, 15950 
Lee Highway, Centreville.  The Haunted Wine 
Tours are back for the fifth year in a row, in a 
new condensed version, so you can enjoy real 
ghost stories and award-winning wine all while 
staying safe. Due to the restrictive environment 
surrounding COVID, there are far less tickets 
available this year. Therefore priority access to 
tickets go to wine club members.

NOW THRU DEC. 7
MCC Fantastic Fall Scavenger Hunt. Join your 

friends, family and community for McLean 
Community Center’s Fantastic Fall Scavenger 
Hunt. This exciting fall virtual event allows for 
you and your team to compete against others 
and win prizes. This is the perfect event to stay 
local and have fun with your friends and family. 
The Fantastic Fall Scavenger Hunt is a game 
played on a smart phone in which teams com-
plete 75 missions (or challenges) both indoors 
and outdoors. Missions include answering ques-
tions, taking specific photos or videos, finding a 
specific item, geocaching or completing specific 
tasks as given in a list provided by the Game 
Master. The scavenger hunt will take place 
in and around McLean and from your own 
home. Participants work in small teams of 4-10 
players. Team captains must be 16 years old or 
older.  Visit the website www.McLeancenter.org.

NIGHTMARE ALLEY
The Workhouse Arts Center announces that 

“Nightmare Alley” Haunted Drive-Thru is 
coming to Lorton for this year’s Halloween 
season. “Nightmare Alley” is the first immersive 
drive-thru Halloween experience in the region.  
Zombies, swamp creatures, creepy clowns, and 
scary dolls are among 13 different scary scenes 
taking up residence on the Workhouse campus.  
These new campus inhabitants will scare and 
entertain visitors experiencing the attraction 
from the safety of their cars. There will be 13 
nights of fright, starting on now through Sat-
urday, Oct. 31.   Fridays and Saturdays will run 
from 7-11 p.m. each weekend in October, and 
Sundays in the middle of the month (October 
18, and the 25) will run from 7-10 p.m.  Visit 
https://www.workhousearts.org/nightmare-al-
ley/

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15 AND OCT. 28
Gallery Walks -- Live Stream (30 minutes). Pre-

sented by the Virginia Museum of History and 
Culture. Join the VMHC Education Team for the 
free virtual exhibition highlight tours! The top-
ics covered during these 30-minute tours will 
change regularly, so mark your calendars for 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month. Each 

gallery walk will be streamed live on the muse-
um’s YouTube and VMHC Education Facebook 
page. Visit www.virginiahistory.org/events.

THURSDAY/OCT. 15
Ribbons of Okra: The Black Cooks of the Federal 

Era. Fire, Flour & Fork – Virtual Program. Pre-
sented by the Virginia Museum of History and 
Culture. Fire, Flour & Fork returns this fall for 
its seventh year with all-virtual programming 
in partnership with the VMHC, and tickets are 
on sale now! Evening sessions are $10 each, or 
buy all three for $25. Purchase all classes and 
ticket to Food U and receive the entire package 
for $50. Discounts will be automatically applied 
when the correct number of classes are added 
to your cart. Visit www.virginiahistory.org/
events.

FRIDAY/OCT. 16
Night Flyers Campfire. 6-7 p.m. At E.C. Lawrence 

Park, 5040 Walney Road, Chantilly.  If you’ve 
ever wondered why a moth is attracted to light, 
then come to the “Night Flyers Campfire” at 
Ellanor C. Lawrence Park and go mothing with 
a naturalist.

Once you’ve finished looking for these delicate 
flyers, gather around the campfire, make 
s’mores and discover why moths are drawn to 
light. Learn what you can do to conserve them. 
The program is designed for participants age 4 
to adult. It runs from 6 to 7 p.m. and supports 
the Earth Day theme “Protect Our Species.” The 
cost is $8 per person.

Call 703-631-0013.

OCT. 16-18
Capital Craft Fair. At Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly.  

The Capital Craft Fair will bring more than 100 
juried artisans in more than a dozen mediums 
including glass, jewelry, leather, paintings, 
prints, photography, pottery, wearable art and 
wood to the Dulles Expo Center in Chantilly. 
Hours are Friday, Oct 16: noon – 7 p.m.; Satur-
day, Oct 17: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; Sunday, Oct 18: 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. Tickets: $10 in advance; $12 
at the door. Senior discount available; children 
under 12 free. Ticket information: www.Capi-
talCraftFairs.com.

OCT. 16-18; 23-25; AND OCT. 30-NOV. 1
The Alden Theatre at the McLean Community Cen-

ter (MCC) is presenting its third and final fall 
performance of its popular, socially distanced 
theater program, Drive-Thru Drama in October. 
New York City-based company Recent Cutbacks 
was commissioned by The Alden to write the 
new show, “Objects in Mirror May Be Spookier 
Than They Appear.” The show will be presented 
over three weekends, from 6 p.m.-8:15 p.m., 
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 16-18, Oct. 23-25 and 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1. Tickets are $20 per car/$15 
MCC tax district residents. The performances 
will be held in the parking lot of MCC at 1234 
Ingleside Ave. Visit: www.aldentheatre.org or 
call 703-790-0123, TTY: 711. 

 
SATURDAY/OCT. 17
Garden Photography Workshop. 1:30-4 p.m. At 

River Farm, 7931 East Boulevard Drive, Alex-
andria.  Learn how to create beautiful images 
in the garden, from inviting vistas to intimate 
plant portraits. Instructor Cindy Dyer, a USPS 
stamp artist, combines the skills of a profession-
al photographer and graphic designer with the 
enthusiasm of an avid gardener. She will share 
her tips and tricks for photographing gardens 
and flowers in their best light, whether shoot-
ing with a DSLR, point-n-shoot, or smartphone. 
Cost: AHS members $50; non-members $60.  

SATURDAY/OCT. 17
Redefining the Classics   -- Who and What Defines 

the Nature of Classical Theatre. 2 p.m. Part 
of the Virtual Round Table Discussion Series 
at 1st Stage in Tysons. Free. In these forums, 
they’ll talk and share questions and thoughts 
with artists, actors, designers, musicians and 
directors about experiences they have faced 
as professional artists. Artists participating 
include Debra Kim Sivigny, Bob Barlett, Ron 
OJ Parsons, José Carrasquillo, Thembi Duncan, 
and more.  Pre-registration is required and 
space is limited. Registration is available now at 
www.1ststage.org.   
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As Jackie Gleason would say as he segued 
from his monologue into the sketch comedy 
that followed on his Saturday night entertain-
ment hour on CBS. So too does my entertain-
ment - or lack thereof, continue. Six weeks or 
so after my treatment for thyroid cancer (three 
pills a day) began, per doctor’s orders, we have 
put a halt to the proceedings. Due to increasing 
values in my bi-weekly lab work (monitored 
exactly for this purpose), specifically my kidney 
and liver functions, I am standing down and 
standing by. We will retest this coming Thursday 
and then wait for further instructions (smaller 
dose, intermittent dose, no dose?). In addition, 
some of the side effects that I am experiencing 
(fatigue, shortness of breath, a little depression/a 
little malaise) also encouraged my oncologist 
to pause the treatment. Hopefully, it’s the pause 
that refreshes as Bud Collins the long time ten-
nis commentator for NBC once said to describe 
female tennis star, Amanda Paz.

The lab work is the first line of defense and 
indicator, along with side effects as to what 
might be going on inside. A scan would be 
useful as well but due to the radiation exposure, 
the doctors try to keep its use to an absolute 
minimum. And since I’m not scheduled to be 
scanned for another month (every two months), 
my status is best determined by how I feel and 
what the lab work shows. In the interim, I will 
ride the roller coaster of emotions and fear and 
try to enjoy the reduction in the side effects 
(which I can do. I’m good that way). I just have 
to hope that the values in my next lab work go 
back down or I may very well go off the rails 
and onto some other ride that might not be so 
manageable.

All that remains is ‘all that remains.’ Nothing 
in my life/caner routine is likely to change 
much. Again, what I have I’ve been told is that 
what I have incurable: stage IV papillary thyroid 
cancer, the kind that doesn’t respond to radio 
iodine therapy, so every minute of every day 
will be spent hoping, praying, wondering and 
waiting to see if the end is near or thankfully 
not near at all, like a mirage, almost. Just anoth-
er day in my cancer conundrum. As Tom Bran-
son said on an episode during the final season 
of Downtown Abbey about something com-
pletely unrelated: “What a palaver!” But that’s 
really what being a cancer patient is all about: 
Confusion, lack of clarity, few guarantees and 
changes in your attitude along with your lati-
tude if Jimmy Buffet were writing this column. If 
my wife were, it would be about going with the 
flow. However, since I’m writing it, it’s about 
changes, constant change; sometimes more of 
the same, something completely different. and 
being prepared, always, to go up and down and 
all around and everything in between. It’s highs, 
it’s lows and its all-overs, too. It may not sound 
like a great way to make a living, but I can 
assure you, it sure beats the alternative.

As my mother used to say: “enjoy poor 
health,” especially since isn’t seem likely I’ll 
be changing horses anytime soon. But I can do 
it, I’m a Red Sox fax. I’ve lived with disap-
pointment and determination my whole life 
- and thankfully, I’ve lived to see some World 
Championships, too. The goal is to try and keep 
moving forward and remain positive. Like my 
old friend Ray use to say: “my attitude is my 
blood type: B+.” What’s another blip on the 
cancer radar? I’ve been on it so long now, Feb., 
2009 that it would be abnormal not to appear. 
And since the experts have been telling me that 
it’s unlikely I won’t be off the grid until it’s too 
there’s either a new grid or a new drug, I am 
happy to take a break in the short term if it it 
helps in the long term. Because the goal is to 
finish, not to falter.

“And Awaaay 
We Go!”



8  v  Vienna/Oakton  /  McLean Connection  v  October 14-20, 2020 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com


