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Calling for Removing 
Police from Schools
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More than 30 people, many of them students, testified 
Montgomery County Council public hearing on removing 
police officers from MCPS high schools.
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In December, 2020, 78 Potomac homes 
sold between $4,200,000-$425,000.

Potomac 
REAL ESTATE 

December, 2020 Top Sales

Address ..................................BR FB HB Postal City .....Sold Price ... Type ........Lot AC . Postal Code ... Subdivision....... Date Sold

1  9034 BRONSON DR ............. 7 ... 8 ...3 ....POTOMAC . $4,200,000 ... Detached .. 2.30 ........ 20854 ... BRADLEY FARMS ... 12/16/20

2  9045 CONGRESSIONAL PKWY 0 ... 0 ..........POTOMAC . $3,950,000 ... Detached .. 2.80 ........ 20854 ... BRADLEY FARMS ... 12/31/20

3  10700 RED BARN LN ........... 6 ... 6 ...2 ....POTOMAC . $3,890,000 ... Detached .. 4.00 ........ 20854 .........POTOMAC ........ 12/04/20

4  11018 GLEN RD .................. 8 .. 10 ..3 ....POTOMAC . $3,375,000 ... Detached .. 2.08 ........ 20854 . POTOMAC OUTSIDE . 12/31/20

5  9333 BELLE TERRE WAY ..... 6 ... 6 ...4 ....POTOMAC . $3,200,000 ... Detached .. 2.70 ........ 20854 .....FALCONHURST .... 12/09/20

6  10021 AVENEL FARM DR ..... 7 ... 7 ...3 ....POTOMAC . $2,900,000 ... Detached .. 2.00 ........ 20854 ...........AVENEL .......... 12/30/20

7  9719 AVENEL FARM DR ...... 7 ... 7 ...2 ....POTOMAC . $2,750,000 ... Detached .. 2.00 ........ 20854 ...........AVENEL .......... 12/16/20

8  11516 LUVIE CT .................. 6 ... 6 ...2 ....POTOMAC . $2,348,900 ... Detached .. 1.61 ........ 20854 MERRY GO ROUND FARM 12/08/20
Copyright 2020 Mark etStats for ShowingTime. Source: Bright MLS as of December 31, 2020

1  9034 Bronson Drive — $4,200,000

2  9045 Congressional Parkway — $3,950,000

7  9719  
Avenel Farm Drive 
— $2,750,000

5  9333  
Belle Terre Way 
— $3,200,000

4  11018 Glen Road 
— $3,375,000

3  10700 Red Barn Lane 
— $3,890,000

8  11516 Luvie Court — $2,348,000
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By Ken Moore
The Almanac

K
yson Taylor told 
Montgomery Coun-
ty Council that ev-
ery school day be-

fore the pandemic he would 
dread the walk to portable 
classrooms at Richard Mont-
gomery High School. “Ev-
ery step of the way I could 
feel my SRO’s eyes follow-
ing me,” said Taylor, who is 
Black.

Thirty-one of 33 speakers 
last Thursday night, Feb. 4, 
2021, spoke virtually in sup-
port of councilmember Will 
Jawando’s bill to prohibit 
Student Resource Officers 
SRO’s in Montgomery County High Schools, 
including Tiller.

“Instead of investing in therapeutic ser-
vices, my county chose to invest in a pro-
gram that made me feel uncomfortable in 
my school. Instead of investing in social 
workers, my county chose to invest in a pro-
gram that policed me in my school. Instead 
of investing in restorative justice, my county 
chose to invest in a program that damaged 
the lives of countless of my peers,” said Tay-
lor.

Shelly Brown has represented more than 
600 youth in courtrooms and Montgomery 
County Schools expulsion and suspension 

hearings. “It is clear from my experience 
working with these children that having 
SROs at our schools causes anxiety and 
stress to our students on a daily basis,” she 
said. 

Stephanie Joseph, with the Officer of the 
Public Defender, also represents youth. “Be-
cause the police are in schools, children are 
punished twice for behavioral incidents, first 
with a suspension and then with a court 
date. Even when there’s no arrest, the expe-
rience of being policed in school can result 
in trauma and lack of school engagement,” 
said Joseph.

Megan Berger, another attorney, with 

Disability Rights Maryland, said, “research 
shows that only one instance of police con-
tact increases the likelihood that a young 
person will have further involvement with 
the criminal justice system, will fall behind, 
or ultimately drop out of school.”

Lauren Payne, from Young People for 
Progress and a senior at Richard Montgom-
ery, thanked Jawando for introducing the 
bill and “putting young people first.”

“I am here not only as a student, but as a 
young person of color, as a Black girl who 
knows what it is like to feel fearful in the 
presence of police officers. I know what it is 
like to be in schools struggling with mental 

health but not receiving any 
guidance because of lack of 
resources,” said Payne.

“There is a difference be-
tween policing students and 
protecting students. There is 
a difference between fund-
ing a program that does 
nothing but criminalize and 
traumatize Black and brown 
students versus funding a 
program that actually affects 
their learning, that supports 
their mental and emotional 
and physical well being. 

“Montgomery county 
loves to talk about equity 
while simultaneously fund-
ing a program that dispro-
portionately affects Black 
and brown students,” Payne 

said. “I hope you have listened to the stu-
dents today.”

Allyson Bennett, a junior at Bethesda 
Chevy Chase High School and a member of 
Students Toward Equitable Public Schools, 
said SROs have never treated her poorly. 

“I have not had a negative experience 
with an SRO,” said Bennett. “And that is the 
point because my Black classmates cannot 
say the same.” 

BLACK AND HISPANIC students are sus-
pended twice as often as their white peers 
in elementary, middle and high schools. 

“We should listen to 
students, educators and 
nurses, like myself, who 
have had negative in-
teractions with School 
Resource Officers … 
Police officers have lim-
ited training to address 
children with complex 
education, health, social 
and emotional needs.

“The removal of SROs will benefit racial eq-
uity in our county. Data shows that students 
are best served by increasing staffing and al-
lowing highly trained teachers, mental health 
professionals, counselors, school nurses and 
well trained security teams to provide safe and 
healthy schools.”

Janeane Marks
Jewish United for Justice

“I represent not only 
myself and my organi-
zation but the voices of 
over 30 other student 
organizations who are 
advocating against the 
SRO program. 

Our position comes 
from a place of fact and 
experience.”

Daniella Mehlek-Dawveed
Student, 
Montgomery County Against Brutality

“I ask you to remove police officers from 
schools because they cause harm and make our 
schools less safe. 

“I represent children in Juvenile Court ev-
ery day who are arrested by police officers in 
schools for charges that include disturbing 
school activities and other minor officers. Po-
lice officers in MCPS disproportionately target 
students of color and children with disabilities. 
Because the police are in schools, children are 
punished twice for behavioral incidents, first 
with a suspension and then with a court date. 
Even when there’s no arrest the experience of 
being policed in school can result in trauma 
and lack of school engagement.

“Instead of having police in schools, we 
should expand our mental health services and 
also our restorative justice programs to more 
effectively address the root of conflict and to 
empower our children to resolve problems 
without the involvement of police.”

Stephanie Joseph
Office of the Public Defender

“We believe the bill 
aims to provide a solu-
tion to the school to 
prison pipeline that is 
disproportionately im-
pacting students of col-
or here in Montgomery 
County. 

“We believe that 
SROs are not a proper 
solution to the problems facing our students. 
The over $3 million that it costs the county 

to place SROs in our schools could easily be 
resources to be additional funding for mental 
health and counseling support. Especially be-
cause the data just isn’t clear that the presence 
of SROs actually makes schools safer.”

Ashanti Martinez
CASA

“The 2010 resolution 
advocated for the as-
signment of police offi-
cers to each high school 
but was silent on wheth-
er SROs should be phys-
ically placed inside each 
high school facility. We 
urge the Council to con-
sider removing SROs 
from being inside the 
school building full time and we support the 
allocation of funds to mental health resourc-
es. While there are certainly positive examples 
between individual SROs and the schools to 
which they are assigned, there is sufficient evi-
dence overall of the SRO program having had a 
disproportionate negative impact on our Black 
and Latino students and our students with dis-
abilities that causes concern. 

“We ask MCPS to engage to understand the 
perception of law enforcement more broadly 
and how an arrest or even a risk of an arrest 
and law enforcement presence can negatively 
affect student perceptions and performance.”

Carla Morris
MCCPTA Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusive Committee

“I have a great rela-
tionship with my SRO 
but I believe we need to 
do away with the pro-
gram because it simply 
does not increase the 
safety of the school cli-
mate while double caus-
ing student harm. The 
SRO was bolstered as a 
response to the rise in mass shootings but no 
study has ever proven that SROs reduce mass 
shootings. At the same time SROs criminalize 
more minor infractions and students of color 
and students with disabilities.”

Avery Smedley
Students Toward Equitable 
Public Schools, student Einstein

“I can remember all 
the times that I’ve been 
walking in the Blair hall-
ways without a pass or 
standing in the hallway 
on a phone call being 
completely unbothered 
while the security offi-
cers stop Black or brown 
students for doing the 
exact same things I was 
doing. It was clear to me discrepancies exist. 
… Students are detained and sometimes sent 
to court for minor offenses like school fights or 
drug possession, things so many teenagers do, 
but Black and brown and disabled teens are 

In Their Own Words

SRO Program: ‘Fundamentally Mismatched for Schools’
Students make their voices heard at hearing on bill to remove school resource officers. 

See In Their Own, Page 4

Taylor Brown Joseph Berger Payne Bennett

Post Tinbite Andrews Simms III Cichowski Kelly

See Do Officers, Page 4
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By Ken Moore
The Almanac

T
wo days before the pub-
lic hearing on council 
member Will Jawando’s 
bill to remove School 

Resource Officers in public high 
schools because of the dispropor-
tionate impact it has on Black and 
brown students, councilmember 
Craig Rice introduced a bill to 
build positive law enforcement re-
lationships within schools.

“There are plenty in the com-
munity who are on both sides,” 
said Rice, at the council session 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. “There 
will be police in our community in 
some form, there needs to be pos-
itive relationships between those 
police officers and our children. … 
The other challenge is whether or 
not we are going to remove school 

resource officers or we are going to 
reimagine the program,” Rice said.

Will Jawando said he “appreci-
ates the conversation and the effort 
to try to move this issue forward.” 
But that doesn’t change what the 
data already says, he said. “The 
facts are clear, when you remove 
SROs you have less arrests and you 
remove disproportionality,” said 
Jawando.

A public hearing on this bill is 
currently scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 23, 2021.

Former Council President Sidney 
Katz, co-sponsored Rice’s bill. “I 
sincerely believe that Montgomery 
County can and should be the lead-
er and ultimately the prototype for 
how this issue is resolved,” said 
Katz. “This bill allows for flexibility 
for the Board of Education and for 
everyone else involved.”

Nancy Navarro said there are 

two issues: “One is the public 
safety of our students and our 
community,” and how the current 
SRO program contributes “to the 
disproportionalities that we know 
has existed and continues to exist.”

“Hopefully, we can marry all 
these efforts in a way that is pos-

itive, and addresses that in a way 
I believe is a 21st century public 
safety and a 21st century response 
to disproportionality and racial eq-
uity and social justice.”

At-large councilmember Hans 
Riemer co-sponsored Jawando’s 
bill. “What people sometimes hear 

Simultaneously: Different Directions
Council introduces another bill 
to keep and reimagine SROs 
before the public responds 
to bills that prohibit SROs.

Montgomery County Council at the beginning of the public hearing on school resource officers on 
Thursday Feb. 4, 2021.

is we should not have security in 
schools. That’s not what we’re pro-
posing,” said Riemer.

“We are not proposing removing 
security or to not have security. We 
are simply saying we don’t need 
armed police officers with badges 
in the school,” said Riemer.

S
c
reen

sh
o

t

Do Officers Belong Inside or At Side of Schools
Special education students are suspended 
twice as much as all other students, accord-
ing to data from Montgomery County Public 
Schools.

Students of color are four times as likely 
as their white peers to be arrested in school. 
While awaiting trial, they are 10 times as 
likely to be held by the Department of Ju-
venile Justice as their white peers. And they 
are nine times as likely to be incarcerated 
than their white peers.

By the time students reach high schools, 
where the police department’s school re-
source officers are employed as a daily pres-
ence in the lives of students, the data shows 
more disparity. During the 2018-2019 school 
year, Black students were arrested 73 times 
and Hispanic students 55 times of the 163 
student arrests that school year, compared 
to 32 White students, and 2 Asian students, 
according to MCPS data. In the 2019-2020 
school year, shortened by the pandemic, 
Black students and HIspanic students ac-
counted for 62 (34 Black students and 28 
Hispanic students) of the 71 arrests.

At-large councilmembers Will Jawando 
and Hans Riemer introduced their bill last 
November that would eliminate school re-
source officers from public schools, calling 
the program a part of the school-to-prison 
pipeline. 

At the public hearing last Thursday, Matt 
Post, graduate of Sherwood High School and 
a former member of Montgomery County 
Board of Education, spoke in tandem with 
Kennedy High School graduate Nate Tinbite. 

As past student members of the board, they 
say they reviewed internal incident reports 
and rulings on dozens of disciplinary ap-
peals. “We know making schools safer does 
not begin with handcuffs,” said Post. “The 
SRO program has many good officers and 
many good intentions, but the program itself 
is fundamentally mismatched for schools.”

“Matt and I believe that instead of train-
ing police officers to act a little more like 
social workers, let’s just hire social workers. 
There’s no need to make the possibility of ar-
rest ever present in every matter of student 
discipline,” said Tinbite.  

“The county came up with this program 
and has final jurisdiction over its policies. 
Ultimately, the $3 million dollars of fund-
ing for the School Resource Officers is in 
your hands, not the school system,” he said. 
“Addressing this part of the school to prison 
pipeline is not up to the school system, it is 
up to you.”

“Everyone on this council seems to agree 
that Black lives matter, and if you sincerely 
believe that, then the massively dispropor-
tionate arrest statistics, wrenching stories, 
and national peer reviewed research should 

be enough. End this program,” said Tinbite. 
“Make our schools truly safe and prove 

that Black lives matter in Montgomery 
County.”

WHEN COLUMBINE HAPPENED, “I sat 
where you are.” said former Councilmember 
Phi Andrews said.

He was one of two people to voice opposi-
tion to Jawando’s bill last Thursday.

“As chair of the County Council’s public 
safety committee from 2000 to 2014, I sup-
ported SROs and worked closely with Coun-
cilmember Craig Rice, chair of the council’s 
education committee, to help save them 
during the great recession,” said Andrews.

He called the SRO program “a prudent 
strategy to keep schools safe.”

“We need both SRO’s and more mental 
health services,” he said.

SROs “helped stop several potential di-
sasters” at Walter Johnson, Clarksburg, and 
Einstein high schools in recent years, where 
students alerted SROs of peers bringing or 
threatening to bring weapons to school.

“Note that the students sought out SROs 
to help because SROs spend time building 

relationships of trust with students and stu-
dents know they are able to respond to a 
lethal threat.That’s why school security can 
not substitute for SROs,” he said.

The only other person to support the SRO 
program was a prosecutor, George E. Simms 
III, who spoke on behalf of Montgomery 
County State’s Attorney John McCarthy.

“I’ve seen them at the table with a child 
who is in need of help, with a family that 
needs substance abuse treatment or hous-
ing, with a child who is in an unhealthy re-
lationship or is in need of food,” said Simms.

Simms talked about SROs help with Mc-
Carthy’s truancy prevention program. He 
shared an anecdote of a student who came 
from a different country who befriended the 
SRO in the school, and became an SRO him-
self after his graduation.

“I’ve seen SROs motivate students to suc-
ceed,” he said. 

“This is just one example of how SROs 
provide mentoring, tutoring and positive in-
tervention in the lives of students.”

All Montgomery County high school prin-
cipals support SROs in school, according to 
past school board hearings. The Montgom-
ery County Board of Education is still study-
ing the issue.

SPEAKERS HAD TWO minutes each. Even 
County Executive Marc Elrich’s testimony, 
delivered by Caroline Sturgis, supporting 
the removal of SRO and replacing them with 
a team of mental health professionals was 
stopped mid sentence. 

What’s Next
The County Council must hold a public hearing on councilmembers Craig Rice and Sidney 

Katz’s bill to build positive relationships with law enforcements in public schools, which Rice 
introduced on Feb. 2, 2021. The Council’s public safety and education committees will address 
both bills in future worksessions before the full Board deliberates on the issue of school resource 
officers in schools. 

The School Board has also said they want to engage in talks with the public and hope to give 
their recommendation by May. 

Councilmember Nancy Navarro announced Feb. 2, 2021 that she hopes to introduce legislation 
that is a 21st-century solution to safety and student well being.

See Counselor Not, Page 5
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Joseph M. Brodecki

Joseph Brodecki

202.261.6730 301.520.8587

Joe Brodecki cares for clients the same
way he looks after family. Before he
invests one dollar he listens carefully
and takes the time to understand what
matters most to you. Joe co-founded
Bernstein’s DC office after a successful
career as a nonprofit executive including
leading fundraising that raised $200
million to create the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Joe specializes in high net worth
individuals/families and nonprofit
organizations as an integral member
of his clients’ trusted advisory team
of attorneys, accountants and
consultants. Multiple times these
advisors have successfully nominated
Joe as a “Top Financial Advisor”
including recognition in January 2021
Washingtonian magazine.

Multi-generation families, life
transitions, cross-border investors,
nonprofits, associations, endowments,
foundations; Minimum: $5 million

DESIGNATIONS, AFFILIATIONS,
and AWARDS 
Washingtonian Top Financial Advisor
since 2002, CFP®, Economic Club of
Washington, ASAE, STEP, Cosmos Club, 
Greater Washington Estate Planning Council. 
Woodmont Country Club.

The Pet Almanac, a twice-yearly special, will 
publish the last week of February, and pho-
tos and stories of your pets with you and 

your family should be submitted by Friday, Feb. 19, 
2021.

We invite you to send stories about your pets, 
photos of you and your family with your cats, dogs, 
llamas, alpacas, ponies, hamsters, snakes, lizards, 
frogs, rabbits, or whatever other creatures share 
your life with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between a child 
and a dog, the story of how you came to adopt your 
pet, or examples of amazing feats of your creatures.

Do you volunteer at an animal shelter or thera-
peutic riding center or take your pet to visit people 
in a nursing home? Does your business have a man-
aging pet? Is your business about pets? Have you 

helped to train an assistance dog? Do you or some-
one in your family depend on an assistance dog?

Or take this opportunity to memorialize a be-
loved pet you have lost. Just a cute photo is fine 
too. Our favorite pictures include both pets and 
their humans.

Please tell us a little bit about your creature, iden-
tify everyone in the photo, give a brief description 
what is happening in the photo, and include ad-
dress and phone number (we will not publish your 
address or phone number, just your town name).

Email to mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com or 
submit online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
pets. For advertising information, email sales@con-
nectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9431. We 
are looking for sponsors for pet features year round 
as well.

Send in Pet Photos for Pet Almanac

is we should not have security in 
schools. That’s not what we’re pro-
posing,” said Riemer.

“We are not proposing removing 
security or to not have security. We 
are simply saying we don’t need 
armed police officers with badges 
in the school,” said Riemer.

relationships of trust with students and stu-
dents know they are able to respond to a 
lethal threat.That’s why school security can 
not substitute for SROs,” he said.

The only other person to support the SRO 
program was a prosecutor, George E. Simms 
III, who spoke on behalf of Montgomery 
County State’s Attorney John McCarthy.

“I’ve seen them at the table with a child 
who is in need of help, with a family that 
needs substance abuse treatment or hous-
ing, with a child who is in an unhealthy re-
lationship or is in need of food,” said Simms.

Simms talked about SROs help with Mc-
Carthy’s truancy prevention program. He 
shared an anecdote of a student who came 
from a different country who befriended the 
SRO in the school, and became an SRO him-
self after his graduation.

“I’ve seen SROs motivate students to suc-
ceed,” he said. 

“This is just one example of how SROs 
provide mentoring, tutoring and positive in-
tervention in the lives of students.”

All Montgomery County high school prin-
cipals support SROs in school, according to 
past school board hearings. The Montgom-
ery County Board of Education is still study-
ing the issue.

SPEAKERS HAD TWO minutes each. Even 
County Executive Marc Elrich’s testimony, 
delivered by Caroline Sturgis, supporting 
the removal of SRO and replacing them with 
a team of mental health professionals was 
stopped mid sentence. 

See Counselor Not, Page 5

Counselors Not Cuffs
“As we consider this bill it is im-

portant to fully understand the ex-
periences of those impacted by the 
SRO program,” said Sturgis.

Montgomery County Police De-
partment reported 97 percent of 
the 420 SRO criminal arrests and 
civil infractions were initiated by 
school personnel, according to El-
rich. “There are disproportionate 
rates of suspension and expulsion 
in MCPS for Black and Latino stu-
dents,” said Sturgis.

Sturgis said Elrich is exploring a 
cluster model with administration, 
security, staff and police involved, 
so that a liaison officer patrols the 
school and surrounding commu-
nity and checks in with schools at 
least once a day. 

Councilmember Craig Rice has 
introduced a bill on building posi-
tive relationships with law enforce-
ment in public schools (see related 
story). 

Nancy Navarro has promised 
additional legislation to have a 
21st-century solution on the issue.

But the students last Tuesday 
brought data, compelling data, 
according to Carol Cichowski, of 
the Women’s Democratic Club of 
Montgomery County.

“We find the data on the harmful 

effects of policing our students to 
be compelling. We strongly urge 
the council to make good on your 
commitment to racial equity and 
take action on the disparities we 
see here. Our children deserve bet-
ter,” said Cichowski. “The arrests 
are generally paired with suspen-
sions and referrals to juvenile ser-
vices, a recipe for academic failure, 
dropping out and further involve-
ment with the criminal justice sys-
tem. A single arrest can have life 
long consequences for a student.”

Tiffany Kelly didn’t read notes 
for her testimony and, instead, 
spoke from her heart.

“There is not another study, 
there is not another story, there is 
nothing we can say that you have 
not heard. I am tired of this equi-
ty buzz word that is being tossed 
around. It is all smoke and mirrors 
and optics and that is what we spe-
cialize in,” she said.

“Please, be honest with me, but 
just be honest with yourselves, 
and let me know where you really 
stand, so I don’t come looking for 
help that I’ll never get. You will not 
hear us, you do not want to hear 
us, and I’m not giving another sta-
tistic. The only peace I have is the 
students who are on this call that 
give me hope for my future.”
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In Their Own Words
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much more likely to be harshly punished for it.
“When faced with disciplinary issues, over-

worked and under resourced principals will 
turn to the most convenient solution. As long 
as we have police in schools, principals will 
turn to them in situations that don’t call for po-
lice intervention. But if we remove police from 
schools, we can create an environment where 
the wellbeing of all students is the top priority.”

Abby Kusmin
Blair High School

“I support this bill be-
cause I’ve seen the data 
and I’ve heard the testi-
mony and based on that 
it’s clear that SROs are 
doing more harm than 
good. By keeping them 
in schools, we are pri-
oritizing white families’ 
perceived safety over 
people of color’s lived experience. 

“We can see that only [a small] percent of 
the arrests were for felonies, the rest were for 
more minor offenses or disorderly conduct, 
such as disruption or fighting, things that chil-
dren really should not be arrested for at all. 

“We need to be focused on students’ mental 
health and why they do the things that they 
do, we need to show them ways to repair the 
damage that they’ve done, ways to practice self 
care and ways to communicate healthily with 
one another. We need them to be able to trust 
their school system so when they make a mis-
take they will not have to go through a trauma-
tizing criminal experience.”

Hanan Miles
Sunrise Silver Spring

“Removing police 
from schools is a racial 
justice issue, and ra-
cial justice is one of the 
central values I have 
been taught through 
my Jewish education. 
We learned that isn’t 
enough to be neutral in 
the face of injustice. We 
have to be actively working against it.    

“I noticed that students of color would get 
punished much more severely than white stu-
dents who acted out in the same way. While 
white students might receive a verbal warn-
ing, students of color often receive detention 
even suspensions. I also recently learned that 
this type of unequal punishment often esca-
lates even further, leading Black students to be 
arrested far more frequently than white stu-
dents.” 

Sidra Hoffman
Einstein High School
Bonimot Tzedek

“The pandemic has exacerbated mental 

health struggles that 
countless students 
face. I’ve done the re-
search, I’ve spoken 
with students, I’ve seen 
the statistics. Alarm-
ing number of MCPS 
students are reporting 
terrible mental health 
with more than half of 
our students saying this pandemic has harmed 
their social mental well being. Psychologists all 
across the country are way up on their intake 
and we fall well short on the National Coun-
seling Organization’s recommendations on the 
ratio of counselors and psychologists to stu-
dents.”

David King
Walter Johnson High School

“We advance racial 
equity in public educa-
tion by combatting the 
overuse of practices 
like suspension, expul-
sion and school policing 
that disproportionately 
target Black and brown 
students and push them 
into the criminal legal 
system. The Public Jus-
tice Center has represented many students in 
Montgomery County Public Schools in suspen-
sion, expulsion and Department of Juvenile 
Justice proceedings. The experiences of our 
clients demonstrate why police do not belong 
in schools.” 

Renuka Rege, attorney
Public Justice Center

“There are disturbing 
and alarming statistics 
that enforce criminal-
ization among under-
served groups. 

“Those funds must 
go into mental health 
and counseling services. 
We need to redistribute 
those funds toward es-
sential social services that are critical to stu-
dent development ... 

“As a nursing student, I have learned that 
early detection and prevention is key to pro-
moting good health. What we need to do is fo-
cus on preventing and detecting those issues 
that plague students’ mental health and stop-
ping issues before they escalate. We need to 
focus on helping the hurt within our students, 
not punishing them.”

Steve Park
Walter Johnson graduate

“The Maryland Safe to Learn Act mandates 
that police officers are assigned to schools not 
inside schools. We have agreed that if we want 
to stop school shootings we need to have bet-

ter mental health sup-
port not more firearms. 
Many teachers and stu-
dents have expressed 
how unsafe police of-
ficers make them feel. 
Our schools should first 
and foremost be a place 
of education. Police 
friendly communities 
can be built but this does not require them to 
be in the building.”

Mauricio Quintero-Aviles
Northwest High School
MC Regional Student 
Government Association

“I am here to talk 
about another way that 
students with disabili-
ties are negatively im-
pacted in schools, and 
that’s through SROs. In 
order for SROs to ap-
propriately address the 
needs of students with 
disabilities, they must 
understand the rights afforded to students un-
der Section 504 and the ADA. And understand 
the potential obligation as school staff mem-
bers to provide the necessary modifications 
and accommodations. 

“You’re asking SROs to play the role of an 
educator, a counselor and a law enforcement 
officer.”

Catherine Contreras
Wootton High School

“We have seen first hand students criminal-
ized for non violent disability related behavior. 
The impacts of these interactions with SROs 
are far reaching and life altering. Research 
shows that only one instance of police contact 
increases the likelihood that a young person 
will have further involvement with the criminal 
justice system, will fall behind, or ultimately 
drop out of school. There are successful alter-
natives to the SRO model.”

Megan Berger
Disability Rights Maryland, attorney

“SROs have made Black students feel less 
safe due to over policing and racialized police 
violence. In Montgomery County, Black stu-
dents have faced a disproportionate number of 
arrests by SROs, making up 45 percent of the 
arrests in 2018-2019 despite being only 22 per-
cent of the student body. The racial discrepancy 
is not due to a change in behavior; black stu-
dents misbehave at rates similar to their peers. 

“Students with IEPs were 25 percent of 
school-based arrests even though they were 
only 12 percent of the school population.

“Proven strategies include restorative jus-
tice, trauma based approaches, individualized 
special education and planning.”

Carlean Ponder

ACLU Montgomery County 

“As the parent of an elementary school stu-
dent, I understand we value the safety of our 
children more than anything. A lot of parents 
who look like me probably imagine that SROs 
are integral to that safety but in reality that 
is just not true. More and more we are learn-
ing that they don’t make our schools safer. Of 
course, parents of our disabled students and 
students of color have been telling us this for 
a long time.”

Meghan Salmela
Parent

“Public safety should never be defined by the 
use of force or the threat of use of force yet that 
is the message we are sending children. When 
we send a school resource officer to respond to 
a student struggling to focus in the classroom, 
we are not supporting that child, we are crimi-
nalizing hunger or mental health or even child-
hood itself. And the harm is real.”

Michelle Whittaker
Parent

“How we spend our resources communicates 
what our values are. If we prioritize staffing po-
lice officers over guidance counselors and nurs-
es we are communicating to our children that 
what we value is their compliance and obedi-
ence over their well being.”

Tara Dunderdale
Metro DC DSA Montgomery County Branch

“We all want school aged children in Mont-
gomery County to feel safe, that means to feel 
safe from police officers, too, which they’ve 
seen on TV and online abusing their power, in-
cluding the tragic event that led to the death of 
George Floyd.”

Djawa Hall
1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East 

“I was fortunate enough at my school to have 
an officer who builds bonds with students, but I 
know that is not the case at every single school. 

SROs are in a school environment, they are 
not out in the workforce as real police officers. 
They are dealing with children and minors and 
they need to be trained to deal with children 
and minors and their emotions to be able to 
seem like an ally and not somebody who is 
against them.”

Djenebou Traore
John F. Kennedy High School

“What we are seeing with the SROs is the 
criminalization of students and the failure to 
provide support for students who need it the 
most. I firmly believe that this valuable funding 
of our schools should be directed to preventa-
tive methods, such as hiring more counselors, 
so we are guiding our youth on the right path 
the moment they enter our K-12 schools.”

Jason Wu 
Poolesville High School
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Emma Elizabeth Fettig
Emma E. Fettig, 89, formerly of Poto-
mac, MD, passed away peacefully at 
home in Charlotte, NC on January 14, 
2021. Born September 28, 1931, she 
was the daughter of the late George E. 
and Ruth S. (Miller) Riddle, Sr. A cele-
bration of her life will be held in the near 
future in Bethesda, MD. For a full biog-
raphy and to share condolences, please 
visit www.McEwenMyersPark.com.

Obituary

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Means what exactly? That was the suggestion 
written by the pathologist after “non small cell 
lung cancer” was written in the “diagnosis” 
section of the pathology report completed after 
my original surgical biopsy was performed at 
Holy Cross Hospital in early 2009. I had never 
seen this document until this past week, finally 
retrieving it after nearly 12 years, represents a 
kind of symmetry. Though 2009 is when my life 
as an officially-diagnosed-lung-cancer patient 
began, I am not at all prepared to say that my 
current life as a lung cancer patient is over. It’s 
just called something else.

Nor am I prepared to say this document 
gives me much clarity or satisfaction for that 
matter. Unfortunately, getting re-diagnosed with 
papillary thyroid cancer recently doesn’t change 
the past or guarantee the future. It does however, 
reshape it, potentially - for the better. When it 
comes to cancers you’d prefer to have and the 
ones you wouldn’t, thyroid cancer, generally 
speaking is way more preferable than lung 
cancer. The survivability gap is all you need to 
know. The side effects and sacrifices required to 
live with thyroid cancer pale in comparison to 
those required of lung cancer patients. In fact, 
if you don’t already know it, lung cancer is the 
leading cause of death among all cancers, by far. 
Moreover, more people die from lung cancer as 
do from the next four cancers combined. Lung 
cancer is a killer. So being reclassified from 
lung cancer to thyroid cancer is huge. The fact 
that I’ve survived so long already, 12 years post 
diagnosis, means I may have used up some of 
my unexpected life expectancy however. Still, it 
beats the alternative.

Originally, I was told my lung cancer was 
incurable and given a “13 month to two year” 
prognosis. Presently, as it relates to my current 
prognosis, it’s sort of indefinite. The drug I’m 
taking is effective for three years. After which, 
I’m sort of on my own as there are no new drugs 
in the offing to manage my cancer. In effect, I am 
once again incurable, as the years of treatment 
for lung cancer had no effect on the underlying 
thyroid cancer and did a kind of damage that 
now means I can be treated but not cured. Quite 
different than had I been treated for thyroid 
cancer all along.

Yet, seeing this paperwork from 12 years ago 
which clearly lists “non small cell lung cancer, 
primary to the lung” has sort of stopped me in 
my tracks. So far as I understand/recall, there 
was no “clinical correlation.” I started chemo-
therapy the following week. Was something 
neglected? Certainly, I didn’t ask for a second 
opinion, which is on me, but was the oncologist 
supposed to research further? Was the pathology 
report sort of damning - me, with a kind of faint 
praise -- uncertainty, if you can extrapolate?

Otherwise, how does the profession account 
for my still being alive. When we got a second 
opinion a few months back from a head and 
neck (to include thyroid) cancer specialist at 
The Lombardi Cancer Center at Georgetown, 
she said, if I had lung cancer, I wouldn’t still 
be alive so it’s logical to presume the recent 
surgical biopsies that indicated thyroid cancer 
were likely confirming a long-standing cancer, 
and that quite probably I never had lung cancer 
but rather thyroid cancer that had metastasized 
to the lung.. But there was no further investiga-
tion in 2009. The diagnosis - without a “clinical 
correlation” was non small cell lung cancer/
carcinoma.

At the initial meeting with my oncologist, it 
all sounded so serious and the doctor was so 
clear in his assessment of my situation, that it 
seemed irresponsible, foolish even, to wait. We 
scheduled my first chemotherapy infusion for the 
following week and the rest is history. Now I’m 
wondering if it was history that need not have 
been made.

“Clinical 
Correlation 
Suggested”
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A former public servant’s creative vision 
and dedication to preserving parklands 
was the inspiration behind a new resi-

dential area in Northern Virginia. Park Grove, 
an eight-home community in McLean, Virginia 
is built on land that was once owned by former 
National Parks Director George Hartzog.   

“His considerable contributions to our national 
parks formed the seed of the idea for the theme 
of Park Grove,” said Jamie Gulick, Vice President, 
Gulick Group, the company that developed the 
neighborhood. “We’ve designed a warm, park-
like environment in the community by using 
materials that evoke nature, invite sunlight into 
the homes with high ceilings and abundant win-
dows, and create a clean-lined, peaceful, spa-like 
feel inside.”    

“We incorporated his work in a very literal 
sense with a small sculpture honoring his work 
in the community park area,” added Gulick 

To bring the vision of living as if in nature 
into (or to) reality, Gulick engaged architect Bill 
Sutton, President, Sutton Yantis Associates Ar-
chitects “They gave me a clean canvas to create, 
and I began my design process with layers and 
layers of hand sketches,” he said. “... A consis-
tent theme in my sketches was using low pitched 
hipped roof lines and wide eaves echoing the 
prairie style of Frank Lloyd Wright.  

That design aesthetic is consistent throughout 
each home. “For the interiors, we wanted to com-
plement the linearity of the exteriors inside with 
clean-lined simplicity,” said Gulick. “The black 
exterior windows are white on the inside to pro-
mote an airy feel, and they have only horizontal 
mullions, so we selected an interior door style 
that reiterated that shape.” 

The modern and minimalist design allows the 
natural surroundings to be integrated into the 
décor. “The main level ceiling is more than 10 
feet tall, and the windows have transoms above 
to flood the homes with light,” said Gulick. “We 
kept the decor understated, to accentuate the 
subtlety of the architecture.” 

A major architectural feature, says Sutton is 
the stairway leading to the second level. “The 
upper floor is likewise spacious, with an open 
loft area at the top of the stairs...and a large 
open owner’s suite,” he said. “The dominant fea-
ture is the openness of the floor plan.” 

Plans for the subdivision include expansive 
bedrooms, each with a walk-in closet and private 
bathrooms, features that Park Grove’s current 
homeowners enjoy. “They appreciate the loft 
space upstairs off of the secondary bedrooms, as 
well as the size and functional design of [those 
bedrooms], which gives everyone their own pri-
vate place to unwind,” said Julie Zelaska, Princi-
pal, Executive Vice President, Smith | Schnider, 
LLC, who is the sales rep for the community.  

Four of the eight homes remain. For more 
information on Park Grove, visit www.park-
groveinmclean.com. 

HomeLifeStyle

McLean’s Park Grove neighborhood inspired by 
former National Parks Director George Hartzog.

New Community with 
Park-Like Environment

Photo by Luis Alvarez. 
Like the kitchen, many of the rooms feature 
large windows, at Park Grove in McLean.

ACLU Montgomery County 

“As the parent of an elementary school stu-
dent, I understand we value the safety of our 
children more than anything. A lot of parents 
who look like me probably imagine that SROs 
are integral to that safety but in reality that 
is just not true. More and more we are learn-
ing that they don’t make our schools safer. Of 
course, parents of our disabled students and 
students of color have been telling us this for 
a long time.”

Meghan Salmela
Parent

“Public safety should never be defined by the 
use of force or the threat of use of force yet that 
is the message we are sending children. When 
we send a school resource officer to respond to 
a student struggling to focus in the classroom, 
we are not supporting that child, we are crimi-
nalizing hunger or mental health or even child-
hood itself. And the harm is real.”

Michelle Whittaker
Parent

“How we spend our resources communicates 
what our values are. If we prioritize staffing po-
lice officers over guidance counselors and nurs-
es we are communicating to our children that 
what we value is their compliance and obedi-
ence over their well being.”

Tara Dunderdale
Metro DC DSA Montgomery County Branch

“We all want school aged children in Mont-
gomery County to feel safe, that means to feel 
safe from police officers, too, which they’ve 
seen on TV and online abusing their power, in-
cluding the tragic event that led to the death of 
George Floyd.”

Djawa Hall
1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East 

“I was fortunate enough at my school to have 
an officer who builds bonds with students, but I 
know that is not the case at every single school. 

SROs are in a school environment, they are 
not out in the workforce as real police officers. 
They are dealing with children and minors and 
they need to be trained to deal with children 
and minors and their emotions to be able to 
seem like an ally and not somebody who is 
against them.”

Djenebou Traore
John F. Kennedy High School

“What we are seeing with the SROs is the 
criminalization of students and the failure to 
provide support for students who need it the 
most. I firmly believe that this valuable funding 
of our schools should be directed to preventa-
tive methods, such as hiring more counselors, 
so we are guiding our youth on the right path 
the moment they enter our K-12 schools.”

Jason Wu 
Poolesville High School
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