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White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virgin-
ianus) whose coats turn grey-brown
in the winter, eat mostly plant shoots,
leaves, grasses, acorns, fruit, and
even mushrooms and poison ivy poi-
sonous to humans.”
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Public Notice

Updated weight limits on Virginia bridges and culverts

In accord with state and federal law, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has imposed new
or changed existing weight restrictions and installed new signage indicating the updated weight
restrictions on the following bridges and culverts (structures) in Virginia within the last 30 days.

Posted Date
12/16/2021

Fed Strucld Route #
12333 726

Route Name
GOLD RUSH ROAD/726 ROUTE

Jurisdiction
MONTGOMERY

Crossing
BRUSH CREEK

The list above is not a comprehensive list of all structures with weight restrictions in the Commonwealth,
but shows only structures that have new or changed weight restrictions within the last 30 days. The list
contains only basic structure identification and location information and the date the new or changed
weight restriction and signage became effective.

For a full listing of all bridge and culvert weight restrictions with detailed information about specific
structures, including location data and actual weight limits, visit https://www.virginiadot.org and navigate
to Info Center/Trucking Resources. This page references a posted structures report and a GIS map tool
that contain detailed information about restricted structures in Virginia. To receive email notifications
regarding new or updated weight restrictions for structures statewide, complete the sign-up form on the
web page.

Notices regarding bridges and culverts with new or updated weight restrictions are published monthly by
VDOT. For additional information or questions, please contact, haulingpermits@vdot.virginia.gov.

The Virginia Department of Transportation is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any of its programs or activities on the basis of race, color, or national origin, as protected by Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If vou need further information on VDOT's Title VI Program or special assistance for persons with disabilities or
limited English proficiency, please contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title VI Program Specialist at §04-786-2730.

Now Welcoming Residents

We invite you to explore our newest community in beautiful Fairfax,
VA. Schedule a tour and meet our experienced team of caregivers.
You'll get a sneak peek of our community’s amenities, activities,
and dining program. We look forward to sharing our personalized
approach to assisted living and memory care. We can’t wait to
welcome you home.

30 minutes from Washington,
DC and situated on Route

50 within easy reach of the
shops, restaurants, historical
attractions, and the natural
beauty of the area

W
SUNRISE.

SENIOR LIVING

« Highly trained, compassionate .
team of caregivers

« Activities and programming
customized to resident interests

= Community cleaning protocols
are consistently reinforced,
with professional deep-cleans
performed as necessary

* Located near medical support
at Inova Fairfax Hospital and
Fairfax Medical Center

2@ ¢ 2021 sunvise Serior Living FAIRFAX
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NEWS

Special Prosecutor to
Handle Open FCPS
Coalition Case

Previous case to recall
Elaine Tholen was dismissed.

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

he Open FCPS Coalition,
a self-described bi-par-
tisan, grassroots, vol-
unteer group of parents
and citizens, recently filed its peti-
tion with Fairfax Circuit Court for
recall of Springfield District School
Board member, Laura Jane Cohen.
Cohen is one of three board mem-
bers targeted by the group for re-
call action, along with Elaine Tho-
len, Dranesville District, and Abrar
Omeish, At-Large. The Coalition
says that in their observations, out
of 12 school board members, only
one member took actions toward
reopening schools.
The Coalition selected three
members for recall in 2020-21,
saying the choice was based on

vote count for each seat, and to
include one school board member
at-large, for recall petition expedi-
ency.

Recall petitions require ten per-
cent of the total number of votes
cast at the last election for the of-
fice.

The Coalition filed in court
against Tholen in August, but the
Circuit Court granted the Com-
monwealth Attorney’s motion to
dismiss the Tholen case based on
the position that “the petition is
not based on facts establishing
probable cause for removal.”

The first hearing in the Decem-
ber petition filing against Cohen
was Dec. 22. No petition has been
filed to date against Abrar Omeish.

SEE ScHOOL BOARD RECALL,
PAGE |1

COMMUNITY NOW OPEN

Contact Us to Schedule
Your Personal Tour:

703-831-7083

SunriseFairfax.com/Connection

9207 Arlington Boulevard
Fairfax, VA 22031

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS
“The City’s a Better Place because of All He’s Done’

Dale Lestina receives the prestigious Fairfax Award.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

hen it comes to selflessly serv-

ing Fairfax City, Dale Lestina’s

name is at the top of the list.

And on Dec. 5, in recogni-
tion of his five decades as a community ac-
tivist, Fairfax Mayor David Meyer and the
City Council presented him with the Fairfax
Award.

“It’s the highest award the City gives for
outstanding community service over a life-
time,” said Meyer. “We’ve had remarkable
recipients over the last 30 years, but no
one is more deserving than Dale Lestina.
His leadership in strengthening neighbor-
hoods - in Mosby Woods and across the City
— and promoting economic development,
improved housing, and arts and culture is
unsurpassed.”

A physics major in college, Lestina initial-
ly became a physics teacher. He then served
as chief lobbyist for the National Education
Association — and as such, was instrumental
in the establishment of the U.S. Department
of Education.

He and his family moved to Fairfax in
1971, settling in Mosby Woods, and Lesti-
na’s tireless activism improved the quality of
life not just for his own community but for
all Fairfax residents. Similarly, his late wife
Bonita, a talented artist and pianist, found-
ed the Bonita Lestina Old Town Hall Perfor-
mance Series, which continues bringing free
concerts to City residents.

As for Dale Lestina, he served on the city’s
Economic Development Authority for 17
years, including 12 years as chair; headed
the Fairfax 2020 Commission in the early
1990s; and helped create the City’s nonprof-
it Renaissance Housing Corp., which pro-
vides affordable home-improvement loans
to City residents. Now 85, he still serves as
its president.

He was also president of the Mosby Woods
Community Assn., led the effort to bring all
of Mosby Woods within the City’s boundar-
ies and chaired the I-66 Citizens Coalition,
fighting for the construction of sound walls
to reduce traffic noise for Mosby Woods res-
idents. In addition, he and resident George
Snyder created Block Watch to end drug
dealing in Mosby Woods Park — which in
1988 was renamed Dale Lestina Park.

The recent ceremony honoring Lestina
was held in Fairfax City Hall’s Council cham-
bers, which were packed with his friends,
colleagues, supporters and his son. Attend-
ees included former City mayor, John Ma-
son, and former City manager, Bob Sisson.

“The Fairfax Award was created in 1992
to recognize people who made exceptional,
lifelong commitments to our City life,” Mey-
er told the crowd. “And I express my appre-
ciation to all of you who make a difference
to our City.”

Mason said there are just a few commu-
nity leaders who've had such an extended
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Dale Lestina holds his proclamation from Fairfax City. Flanking him are (from left)
City Council members Tom Ross and John Stehle, Mayor David Meyer and Council

members Janice Miller and Joe Harmon.

and lasting impact on Fairfax. “We became a
city in 1961. By the '90s, when I was mayor,
we were at a crossroads, and we were con-
cerned about being complacent. We had to
look at where we wanted to be in 20 years.”

So in 1992, the City created the Fairfax
2020 Commission to determine the City’s
goals. Lestina chaired it, presiding over its
12 committees, including one dealing with
entrepreneurial leadership for a livable city.

“Another committee was called, ‘The City
as a Community,” which let to today’s slogan,
‘Live Life Connected,” said Mason. “The
City’s motto is ‘Speak, Do;’ we did the speak-
ing and Dale did the doing.” Then, noting
Bonita’s contributions to music and the arts,
Mason added, “That’s a family that made a
difference in our community.”

Next, former councilmember, Allen Grif-
fith, shared some memories. “I moved to
Mosby Woods, 42 years ago,” he said. “Five

minutes later, I was recruited by Dale to
work with him. I learned half of our com-
munity was in Fairfax County — and after a
2-foot snowfall, the City snowplows stopped
plowing at the line.

“That energized us to do something about
it; Dale was president of the community as-
sociation, and I was on the board, and Dale
built consensus. Some 250 homes were af-
fected, and we had to convince City Council
to vote to make a change and ‘Free Mosby
Woods.” The vote passed, and all of Mosby
Woods eventually became part of the City.”

Years later, when Griffith headed the
community association, the residents cam-
paigned for a sound wall to protect them
from the noise of an additional lane being
built on I-66. “Working behind the scenes,
Dale got 25 community associations to form
a coalition to fight for it,” said Griffith.

“We testified before the CTB [Common-

wealth Transportation Board], Dale had a
recording of the I-66 noise played for the
CTB, and we got the sound wall,” he con-
tinued. Praising Lestina’s leadership skills,
Griffith said, “It’s my honor to have known
and worked with him.”

Likewise, Jim Shipp, secretary of the Re-
naissance Housing Corp., said, “We're very
proud of Dale — he’s one of the finest men
I've ever known. Through his leadership and
guidance, we’ve been able to set our sights
on the future and improve things here, quite
a bit.

“Dale spearheaded the creation of the
Renaissance Housing Corp. to upgrade and
expand the City’s housing stock; and after
20 years, he still serves as its president.
We make home-improvement loans at no
interest, for the first two years. We've now
completed 240 projects worth $21 million.
Dale’s one of our unsung heroes, and the
City’s a better place because of all the work
he’s done. His salary is $0, but he’ll now
have a plaque expressing the appreciation of
the residents of Fairfax City.”

Meyer then read an official proclamation
listing Lestina’s many achievements and pre-
sented it to him. “He always worked with us
in a way that was affirming and supportive
of everyone - and that’s a rare skill,” said
Meyer. Next, he and the City Council gave
Lestina the Fairfax Award, a crystal bowl,
after which the crowd gave the recipient a
standing ovation.

“I'm full of emotion,” said Lestina. “I know
the people in this room as good friends and
neighbors, and this is a wonderful place
to live. You can’t stop change, but you can
shape it some, so it benefits our quality of
life. Many times, it takes some help, and
that’'s where your City organizations and
Council come into play. So you owe it to
yourself to find out your community’s issues
and give your input on them.”

“Thank you to every one of you for the
things we’ve done together,” he continued.
“We've still got work to do — and ever will
it be such - so let’s do it in a positive way.
Thank you all for this wonderful honor; I ap-
preciate it.”

‘We Feel this Plan Will Stand the Test of Time’
Fairfax City’s multimodal plan for Old Lee Highway rolls along.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

timodal Improvements Project are
moving forward, now that Fairfax City
Council has approved its major design fea-
tures. The City has already agreed to keep
the existing travel and turn lanes, but will
add several new elements, including bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure.
The project area runs between Layton Hall
Drive and Ridge Avenue, with commercial

l') lans for the Old Lee Highway Mul-

activity centers at each end. The intention is
to provide continuous and consistent, multi-
modal connections along Old Lee Highway
from Old Town to Fairfax Circle.

It'll give people a variety of ways to reach
Van Dyck Park, Sherwood Center, three
schools, places of worship, the library, police
department, Historic Blenheim and residen-
tial neighborhoods along that corridor. And
it'll make Old Lee Highway safer for all users.

The plan’s major design features are as
follows:

* A typical section consisting of a side-

walk and two-way, separated, bike lanes on
the west side of the road; a sidewalk along
the east side; and one vehicle travel lane in
each direction.

* The existing right and left turn lanes re-
maining, except at Great Oaks Drive.

* Four new left turns:

*From southbound Old Lee into Daniels
Run Elementary;

*From northbound Old Lee to Old Post
Road;

See OLp LEE HiGHWAY, PAGE 8
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SCHOOLS

FCPS Faces Staff Shortages
With the Rise of Omicron

Superintendent pledges to keep students in the
classroom, but it will “not be business as usual.”

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

airfax County Public Schools is

immediately switching to a new

operational plan as the area is

being slammed by the size and
speed of the Omicron wave.

“We will follow this operational plan
for the next two-to-three weeks,” said
Superintendent Scott S. Brabrand, on
Friday, Jan. 6. “During this time, we
must adjust our expectations about in-
struction and give our staff the space
needed to make adjustments and on-
the-spot decisions needed to combat
this Covid spike.”

FCPS plans to deploy its central of-
fice and management staff to school
operations.

“It will not be business as usual,”
Brabrand said. “These shortages will
impact us in every way, from class-
room instruction to operations.” Bra-
brand outlined the plan and asked for
patience. “There will be some things
that simply cannot happen as we move
central office staff to supporting school
operations,” Brabrand said.

Brabrand outlined the division’s five-
point plan beginning with classroom
coverage.

He reminded teachers to upload ma-
terials to Schoology and said that FCPS
may not always be able to provide
StreamIN/CheckIN, the plan for for
students who are paused, quarantined,
or isolated due to Covid. FCPS will seek
a substitute teacher from the sub pool,
another teacher or staff member, and
Central Office volunteer subs who have
instructional experience when a class-
room teacher is absent. FCPS could
combine two classes with one teacher
and group multiple classes together, to
provide supervision.

The shortage of school bus drivers
is causing delays in bus routes, dou-
ble-back runs, and students arriving at
school after the bell.

“Schools will adjust instruction to
ensure that no child is missing import-
ant classroom time,” Brabrand said.
Check the Bus Delay App https://bus-
delay.fcps.edu/.

Food Services continues to provide
breakfast and lunch, but bag lunches
may be offered instead of the regu-
lar meals given more significant staff
shortages

Brabrand asked families to help be-
ginning with their health and safety:

+ Keep sick children home;

< Get students vaccinated;

+« Enroll students in optional screen-
ing testing

FCPS is urging families to get their children vaccinated as the best protec-

tion against Covid-19.

% Use FCPS’ diagnostic testing if a
student has symptoms.

% Help students use layered pre-
vention strategies: proper masks, wash
hands, and use hand sanitizer, and be
sure students bring home their laptops
and chargers every night.

« Finally, he urged parents to apply
to be substitute teachers.

“Please know that while things will
not be perfect, we are all doing our
best. We are all in this together as a
community, and it will take all of us to
keep our schools open,” Brabrand said,

Read Dr. Brabrand’s January 6 Letter
to Families

https://www.fcps.edu/blog/
message-families-navigating-janu-
ary-2022-covid-surge

The Fairfax County Health Depart-
ment explained a more specific ap-
proach to vaccination for the coronavi-
rus for children and teens.

“There are now expanded vaccina-
tion opportunities for teens and chil-
dren effective this week. Following
recommendations from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
the Virginia Department of Health, the
Fairfax County Health Department im-
mediately adopts the following recom-
mendations:

% individuals ages 12-17 years
should get a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
Vaccine booster dose five months after
finishing their two-dose primary series;

+ individuals ages 18 years and old-
er should get any COVID-19 Vaccine
booster dose five months, rather than
six months, after finishing their two-
dose primary series of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine; and

% 5-11-year-old vaccine recipients
who are moderately or severely immu-
nocompromised are eligible to receive
a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine 28 days after the second dose.
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Students return to in person learning in Fairfax
County Public Schools.

Return to
School 2022

After a week of weather
closures, FCPS opens
with Covid-19 surging.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

egardless of where one lives in Fairfax Coun-
Rty or the surrounding jurisdictions, the highly

infectious Covid-19 variant omicron is setting
records.

Fairfax County Public Schools, the nation’s eleventh
largest school district, remains committed to in-person
learning. But schools were closed the week of Jan. 3-7
because of weather.

What do you think? Send your thoughts to mhob-
son@connectionnewspapers.com. You can submit
your comments as a letter to the editor at http://www.
connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

Dawn Stuvland Crosson is a teacher in Herndon and
resides in Reston. “As a teacher and a parent, I am very
happy to be back in person. The idea of going virtual
again is a terrible one. I'm glad the superintendent is
clear that we're in it for the long haul. Omicron is not
a threat to children; no healthy child has died from
Omicron -- and most have probably already had it.
In contrast, virtual school was terrible for our kids. I
still see such tragic repercussions from last year in my
classroom, and with my own children. If parents are
uncomfortable with sending their kids because of me-
dia hype surrounding a new variant of a virus that is
harmless to children, they can keep them home, but
life should go on as normal. Kids need to be in school.”

Erin Lobato of Great Falls is a parent of a Langley
10th grader and recent 2021 grad. “Quite frankly, giv-
en the shocking drop in academic achievement from
2019 to 2020, the incredibly low risk of Omicron to
healthy people - especially children - and FCPS’s ten-
dency to focus on style over substance, I'm more wor-
ried about their ability to provide our children with a
solid education this year.”

Julia Malakoff, Herndon, children in Oakton High
School: “Two of my four kids are currently in the Fair-
fax County School system. (Oakton High School) They
both experienced extreme depression, isolation and
difficulties learning online last year. My junior, whose
grades were barely passing last year, is now making
straight As as an in person student. And my freshman
has come out of his depression now that he can social-
ize, have personal attention and be on the track team.

“We are 100 percent for in person learning no mat-
ter what.” One parent said that she was keeping her
child home out of concerns about an environment
safe from Covid infection, but did not want to use her
name because of possible backlash.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Life is short.
Don’t make

it shorter.

Choose life. Make sure your kids get
their HPV vaccine and protect them
against cancer.

@vaccinatevirginia

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM/SUBSCRIBE

Protect the ones you love,
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\ Remodeling Your Kitchen?
‘Make sure it's Nicely Done!

all (703) 764-3748 or stop by our showroom for a free d

Q NICELY DONE |
|/ Kitchens and Baths

e Rd.
22151
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Gathered with Quincy to honor the Animal Protection Police Officers who rescued
him were Jeff McKay, Chairman Fairfax County Board of Supervisors; Gina Lynch, Vir-
ginia Federation of Humane Societies; Maddy White, Congressman Connelly’s office;
Mike Tatum, Quincy’s adopted owner; Jessica McLemore, Master Animal Protection
Police Officer; Joe Ankers, Second Lieutenant APPO; Enna Lugo, Master APPO; Mi-
chelle Welch, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Commonwealth of Virginia.

Animal Protection Officers

Honored by Humane Societies

Abused dog receives
companion award.

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

ozens gathered on Dec. 13 to rec-

ognize the humanitarian actions

of three Fairfax County animal

protection police officers, al-
though clearly the rock star in the room was
the fourth honoree, canine Quincy. Quincy’s
case touched many in the animal services
and shelter communities, within the county
and reaching to Richmond. His story is a tale
of endurance and resilience; the officers’
story one of persistence and caring beyond
their normal responsibilities. Severe physi-
cal injuries, Covid, and court continuances
delayed justice for Quincy but he’s now well
and in a new home with a family who loves
him. But for Quincy, reaching a happy life
was not a sure thing.

Sounds of a dog in pain, of beatings, sev-
eral times over multiple days were reported
to animal protection police in August 2018.
The exact location of the dog in the residen-
tial complex in Herndon was not known, so
officers had to conduct a search for the dog.
When his location was determined and a
search warrant obtained, the dog, then iden-
tified as Quincy, was locked in a crate with
injuries so severe that he was not able to
stand or walk. He was skeletal and bruised.
Taken into protective custody, an immediate
veterinary examination revealed multiple
recent broken bones and several healed frac-
tures. His rear leg injuries were such that the
veterinarian was not sure if the legs could be
saved; that at least one might have to be am-
putated; and the care Quincy needed would

‘/ VR g £lifd bijiee
Quincy now in loving hands after rescue
by Fairfax County Animal Protection
Police after years of severe abuse by his
previous owner.

'
Gina Lynch, Fairfax Humane Society,
presents Virginia Federation of Humane
Society’s Humanitarian Award to APPO
Jessica McLemore, and to APPOs Joe
Ankers and Enna Lugo (not pictured).

require surgery, physical therapy and medi-
cal follow-up. Euthanasia was suggested as
perhaps the best outcome for Quincy.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN LAUME/THE CONNECTION

J “ -
\ i
oy

| N

Quincy looks to his new owner, Mike Tatum, for a closer view at his Companion

Award as his rescuers watch.

But Quincy’s wagging tail, friendly nature,
and happiness at seeing people despite his
pain and abuse touched Jessica McLemore
and Enna Lugo, Master Animal Protection
Police Officers as they removed him from
his crate during the seizure process and in
the days to follow. After holding Quincy in
her arms as they rushed to the veterinary
hospital, McLemore soon learned more of
what Quincy had endured since a puppy.
She was amazed that he still had a drive for
life and still liked people. Although she said
she cares for all animals that come under her
protection, she described a special drive to
see his life turn around and be able to expe-
rience love.

Others came to feel the same as they
learned of Quincy from the officers pulling
for him. Michelle Welch, Senior Assistant At-
torney General and Director of Virginia’s An-

G <« BURKE / FAIRFAX / FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON / SPRINGFIELD % JANUARY 13-19, 2022

imal Law Unit, secured pro bono orthopedic
surgical treatment from Richmond specialist
Dr. Roy Barnes of the James River Veterinary
Surgery. Months of rehabilitation followed.

APPO Second Lt. Joe Ankers drove Quincy
to his weekly water therapy at Aquatic Paws
in Falls Church. Cared for and housed at
veterinary hospitals and the Fairfax County
Animal Shelter for more than a year, from
August 2018 until December 2019, Quin-
cy’s circle of human friends grew to include
medical and shelter staff as his medical care
continued and his case worked its way slow-
ly through the courts.

Justice eventually did come for Quincy.
His prior owner was prosecuted and received
a felony conviction under Virginia’s animal
cruelty statutes; he was sentenced to a year

SEE ANIMAL PROTECTION, PAGE 10
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



HOMELIFESTYLE

Veri Peri 2022 Color of the Year

Described blue with red-violet undertones,
the hue is expected to be on trend this year.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

hose home acces-

sories or planning

a whole-house re-

modeling  project
or simply looking to purchase
home accessories will have a
new color option. Described as
a shade of blue with violet-red
undertones, Very Peri is Pan-
tone’s 2022 Color of the year.
The hue, which is expected to
be on trend in products that
range from home furnishings
to runway fashion, is getting
mixed reviews from local de-
signers.

“Very Peri isn’t a color that I
would choose often, or recom-
mend to clients frequently, but
I can see why some people would
love it,” said McLean designer Ash-
ley Hollings,

“I may be in the minority, but
I think it’s a beautiful color,” said
North Potomac designer Dana Wise-
man of Wiseman Designs. “However,
I don’t think I'd recommend it to a
client. It’s a bit too dark for an in-
terior.”

“As a purple with a blue edge, Veri
Peri is cold and bold,” said Annie El-
liott of Bossy Color and Annie Elliott
Design “It’s a strong, impressive col-
or, but it isn’t welcoming and that’s
the number one word my clients use
when describing their ideal home.”

There are those aren’t afraid to
embrace it, says Cathy McNamara of
Dream Interiors in Alexandria.“I'm
seeing an uptick in the number of
homeowners and designers who are
taking risks. Veri Peri is definitely
risky,” she said. “This
was once a color that
was only used as an ac-
cent, but more and more
of my clients are choos-
ing bold colors for whole
rooms.”

Those who find the
color appealing, but
want to use it with cau-
tion. Veri Peri can add
a burst of vibrancy to a
neutral interior.

‘As a solid color, it
would look great on

lamps or a quilt in a crisp white bedroom,” said Elliott.
“It would be a dramatic accent color in an extremely
contemporary home, and the only accent color, pos-
sibly. It would be effective as a splash of color on pil-

lows, vases, and art.”

Though considered by designers to be a vivid hue,
Veri Peri can be paired with colors to increase or sub-
due its vibrancy. “You can pair it with neutral colors
like beige or white to balance the shade and provide
a calming, comforting effect,” said interior designer

wwWw.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

"PHOTO BY ANNIE ELLIOTT
Very Peri, color of the year for 2022, is expected to be prevalent in
home furnishings such as the sofa in this room which was designed by
Annie Elliott of Annie Elliott Design.

PHOTO BY ANNIE ELLIOTT

Annie Elliott of Bossy Color and Annie Elliott Design says Very
Peri, color of the year for 2022, can be integrated into a splash of

color on pillows, vases, and art.

“I think Pantone picks wild
colors on purpose to spark
some conversation. If they
picked a boring beige no one
would talk about it.”

— Ashley Hollings, interior designer

Michelle Zimmerman of
Potomac.

“If you want to make
more of a statement,
pair it with oranges or
yellows, which makes
the purple hue pop and
appear more vivid,”
continued Zimmerman.
“They’re complementa-
ry and will create a bold
statement.”

“To tone down the
boldness of Veri Peri, I

would pair it with adjacent colors such as red, bur-
gundy, and navy blue,” added Elliott. “The cleverest
thing about Veri Peri from an interior design perspec-
tive is that it will look great with cool gray.”

For the past 23 years, experts from the Pantone Col-

or Institute forecasts global color trends and select a
Color of the Year.

“I think Pantone picks wild colors on purpose to
spark some conversation,” said Hollings. “I mean if
they picked a boring beige no one would talk about it.”

Protect the
ones you love,

get your flu
shot today.

I

VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

VD

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

THE

Newspapers & Online

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media.
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year's
financial support from readers and supporters like you
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived,
and both made our survival possible. We now await a
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

Al gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers.

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk.

The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

And affiliated newspapers

Mount Vernon Gaette

ALIMANAC
nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
residents have grown up with these papers covering
significant moments in the lives of family and children,
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
or historical connection that local papers like Connection
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
has been featured, you understand the value of local
community newspapers.

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac

1606 King Street * Alexandria, VA ¢ 703-778-9431
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*From northbound Old Lee
to Great Oaks Drive; and

*From northbound Old Lee
to the Sherwood Center/Police
Station/Van Dyck Park.

* A roundabout at Ridge Av-
enue to improve neighborhood
ingress/egress. It would also al-
low vehicles coming from Fair-
fax Shopping Center to make
U-turns and would reduce vehi-
cle speeds and provide a gate-
way to Old Lee.

Total, estimated, project cost
is $25.2 million. Funding in-
cludes $13 million from the
Northern Virginia Transporta-
tion Authority (NVTA), $10 mil-
lion in VDOT revenue sharing
money, and $2 million from the
City’s commercial and industri-
al tax — dedicated to increasing
transportation capacity. n

At a recent Council meeting,
Mark Gunn, engineering direc-
tor with Rinker Design Asso-
ciates (RDA), answered some
questions residents had posed
during an earlier community open
house at the Sherwood Center.
A resident wanted an additional

PROP BUFFER
VARIES (5 MIN)

PROP
SIDEWALK 5

)

southbound, left-turn lane into Old

Lane or Parklane Road.

PROP
THRU LANE
135

“Widening of the roadway to
Lee Hills - for example, at Embassy ~ provide a left-turn lane onto Park-
lane would require an additional

Same Company, Same Employees,

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

¢ (Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down
¢ Heating Ventilation and Air ‘ nothing until the job
Conditioning (HVA) 2018 is complete for the

Angies list
SUPER SERVICE

past 17 years

¢ Plumbing (PLB) PER SERV
* Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!
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PROP BUFFER
VARIES (5' MiN)
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SIDEWALK 5'

RETAINING WALL
/ (WHERE NECESSARY)

e e | ey, SR
Design concept of a standard section of the revamped Old Lee Highway.

2,000 square feet of encroach-
ment onto the Blenheim property,
near the historic gravesite area,”
explained Gunn. “And in the vicin-
ity of Embassy Lane, provision of
a left-turn lane would require re-
moval of six additional trees and
utility relocations.”

Another person wanted to know
if it was possible to have separate
bike lanes from one end of the
project area to the other. Doing
so, said Gunn, would require “re-
moving 10 more trees, relocating
three additional utility poles and
increasing the length of the retain-
ing wall - and would cost some
$200,000 more.”

Fairfax Transportation Direc-
tor Wendy Sanford said the City
is ready to advance this project
through final engineering and will
continue evaluating other issues
brought to light via public com-
ments, such as private-entrance
connections, landscaping and bus
stops.

She said the next steps are
working with property owners
directly impacted by the project,
holding a public hearing at the
60-percent design stage, right-
of-way acquisition, utility reloca-
tion and City Council awarding
the construction contract. “We’ve
worked on this with RDA since
2016,” said Sanford. “There are
a lot of choices, and we’ve had a
lot of public and Council engage-
ment.”

Saying he strongly supports
this project, Councilmember Tom
Ross asked about the timeline for
the 60-percent design phase, and

P ]

Fairfax City’s Multimodal Plan for Old Lee Highway

Gunn said it should be some-
time in May:.

“Wendy Sanford, [Public
Works Director] David Sum-
mers and [City] staff have done
a fantastic job, and I appreciate
all their hard work,” said Coun-
cilmember Joe Harmon. “Since
this is a resolution to move
forward, what happens to the
funding if we didn’t?”

“We have deadlines with
VDOT and have made commit-
ments to them and to the NVTA
to move this project along,”
replied Sanford. ‘And it’s im-
portant that, when we have
funding, we spend it.” Summers
added that every delay makes
this project’s cost higher.

Councilwoman Janice Miller
asked why the Great Oaks and
Old Post left-turn lanes were
added, and Sanford said it was
because both streets had “high
numbers of left turns. Original-
ly, the project didn’t include any
additional left-turn lanes, but
the public requested them.”

Mayor David Meyer also not-
ed that because of this project,
“We’re doing something about the
traffic, plus improving the danger-
ous intersection at Ridge Avenue.”
Councilmember Jon Stehle then
made a motion to approve the res-
olution, and Miller seconded it.

Ross said he wanted a separat-
ed, dedicated bike path from Great
Oaks to Ridge, and Miller agreed.
But Harmon wanted further dis-
cussion before moving ahead, at
all. And Councilmember So Lim
said, “I want to make sure this is
the best design, so we don’t have
to spend more money on construc-
tion later on.”

But Gunn said they believe this
really is the best design. “We've
got hundreds of years of engi-
neering experience [among ev-
eryone working on the project],
plus all the consultants’ time and
expertise,” he explained. “We also
have six years of time working on
this.” And Summer stressed that it
doesn’t include all the time staff
members spent on it.

Said Sanford: “We feel that this
plan reflects the data we have, and
community input, and will stand
the test of time.”

Councilmember Sang Yi said
Old Lee is one of the City’s major
roads, so public input should be
maximized. However, said Ross,
“We have an opportunity to move
forward on this project and pre-
serve this scenic byway for the fu-
ture. I'm prepared to vote in sup-
port of it.”

Council then voted to approve
the resolution, 4-2, with Harmon
and Yi voting no.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NATURE

Virginia Department
of Transportation

Wildlife 1 - -' ’ i = Telegraph Road at Hayfield Road
S ' ' Fairfax County

Foraglng .

Closer to

Homes

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

Virtual Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, January 26, 2022, 7 p.m.
https:/www.virginiadot.org/TelegraphatHayfield

Find out about potential improvements in the area of Telegraph
Road (Route 611) and Hayfield Road (Route 635) that aim to reduce
congestion, improve operations and enhance pedestrian mobility. The
improvements include adding a second northbound Telegraph Road
lane through the intersection, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
curb ramp upgrades, reconfiguring southbound Telegraph Road just
beyond Hayfield Road by converting the existing on-road parking to

a second through lane, and converting the eastbound Hayfield Road
through lane to a shared left-turn through lane. Additional options to be
discussed include the potential widening of the footprint of Telegraph
Road to the west or to the east in the area of the intersection, and
upgrading and/or adding pedestrian facilities.

ollowing back to back
snow storms, Fairfax Coun-
ty residents are reporting
more wildlife visiting their
backyards. Ground snow impacts
animals’ ability to find food and
lessens their natural camouflage,

o The meeting will be held as a virtual/online meeting. Information
driving them close to homes and

for accessing and participating in the virtual meeting is available at

increasing their visibility. Birds, https://www.virginiadot.org/TelegraphatHayfield. The project
like the Pileated Woodpecker, are team will make a short presentation beginning at 7 p.m. and answer
more likely to visit home feeders White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) whose coats turn grey- questions for about an hour after the presentation.
as snow and cold make insects brown in the winter, eat mostly plant shoots, leaves, grasses, acorns,
and seeds more difficult to find. fruit, and even mushrooms and poison ivy poisonous to humans. ;{;\)l\ileev(v)rpcrjzjgr(:;igrg::gga:&‘g ;e\igrgﬁf ﬁgftr?;r;h\e/i:\g;ier?izagiztrict
W(ﬂvigigzggffg ilziyngidzss? PHOTOS BY 0N 4 > o S IWEY B8 Office, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030. Please call ahead

. R > A . oy v at 703-259-2907 or TTY/TDD 711 to make an appointment with
pecially while homebound during Susan Laume/ [ i ‘ appropriate personnel.
significant storms. THE CONNECTION &

In accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement created pursuant
to the Code of Virginia §10.1-1188(b), VDOT has determined

the potential improvements are in a list of project activities exempt
from the State Environmental Review Process due to a minimal effect
on the existing natural and historic resources. However, all required
environmental clearances and regulatory approvals will be obtained
prior to project construction.

Give your comments during the meeting, or by February 7, 2022 via
the comment form on the project website, by mail to Ms. Hong Ha, P.E.,
Virginia Department of Transportation, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA
22030 or by email to meetingcomments@VDOT.virginia.gov. Please
reference “Telegraph Road at Hayfield Road” in the subject line.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all
programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more information or special
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency,
contact VDOT Civil Rights at 703-259-1775.

State Project: 0611-029-467, P101, R201, C501

. 0 : i ey /2 b/ e
Red fox (Vulpes vulpes), known for their bushy Plleated Woodpecker (Dryocopus p11eatus), UPC: 116086
tails, primarily eat small rodents and usually pair  large bird, 16-10 inches long, mainly eats insects, In case an alternate date is needed, the meeting will be held
in family units. They frequently establish dens to supplemented with fruit, nuts, and berries, infre- Monday, February 7, 2022 at the same time.
raise their young in residential backyards. quently visiting feeders.

ISR (COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

to all of our papers

JUBILEECHRISTIANCENTER

“Loving People to Life”
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM -
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM TO Advel'tlse i our
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult

Ministries, and Livfr;g Free Support Groups Communit Of WOI'Shi
?

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax C a]_]_ 703'778-94 18
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe Bll rasnell, Pasvor_7o0-30%:-1170
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due to need to escape covid

rindley
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VACATIONS & SALES

Book now for best selection!

877-642-3224

. www.brindleybeach.com

_OUTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

500 VACATION HOMES
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«= Selling fast for Summer 2022

Protect the
ones you love,

get your
flu shot
today.

iii @vaccinatevirginia

Profect the ones you love,

@ %ei' vaccinated VD H

NEWS

To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 aM 703-778-9411 Animal

Signjuplfor

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

F]lter BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Leaf

3 CALL US TODAY FOR
S A FREEESTIMATE DR IAAAladd
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YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE* DISCO 0 CALLERS!™

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8prm EST | Promo Number: 285

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year, **Qffer valid at time of estimate only 2The
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1
rated professionally installed gutter guard systemin America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035735 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License#
2705132153A License# LEAFFNWS822JZ License# Wv056312 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration#
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Reg-

& sgoFF

istration# IR731804 Registration# 13vH09353300 Registration# PA063383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License#

262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114

Life is short.
Don’t make

it shorter.

Choose life. Make sure your kids get
their HPV vaccine and protect them
against cancer.

@vaccinatevirginia

Protect the ones 8 you love,

@ %e'r vaccinated

VDH:=x

GENERAC
—_— T T ]

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479

FREE

7Year Extended Warranty™
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available

Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of
terms and conditions.

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

Newspapers & Onlin
The Connection to Your Community

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Protection
Officers

From Pace 6

of incarceration and ten years of
probation in October 2019. The
felony prosecution was made pos-
sible by the earlier suffering of an-
other dog, Tommie. Tommie had
been tied to a post and set on fire;
receiving care but eventually dying
after five days. Prior to Tommie’s
case abusers could only be charged
with a misdemeanor unless the
dog died. In July 2019, the penalty
for “cruelly or unnecessarily beat-
ing, maiming, mutilating, or killing
a dog or cat” was increased to a fel-
ony by the Virginia legislature.

ANIMAL ABUSE
SHOULD BE REPORTED

Animal cruelty is a bellwether
of more severe behavior. Board of
Supervisors chairman Jeff McKay,
on hand to congratulate the hon-
orees, urged those in the audi-
ence who see (or hear) instances
of animal abuse to say something,
as did alert neighbors in Quincy’s
circumstance. The indicator held
true here. Quincy’s abuser had a
record of drug and larceny charges
before and after his animal cruelty
arrest and would later serve addi-
tional jail time on other charges.
The abuser’s girlfriend, Tyann Mar-
tin, was also prosecuted and found
guilty of Cruelty to Animals and
Obstruction of Justice, receiving a
suspended sentence.

On Dec. 13, 2021 officers Mc-
Lemore, Lugo, and Ankers re-
ceived Humanitarian awards from
the Virginia Federation of Humane
Societies, letters of recognition
from U.S. Rep. Gerry Connelly, and
commemorative coins from the At-
torney General’s Animal Law Divi-
sion for their work saving Quincy.

Quincy was awarded the Feder-
ation’s Companion Award for his
on-going love for humans in the
face of cruelty. Best of all for Quin-
cy, in December 2019, the dog who
for a long time could not walk at
all, walked out of the animal shel-
ter and into his new life with a lov-
ing family. Quincy Tatum now has
adoring owners who followed his
case anxiously, waiting for an op-
portunity to adopt him and shower
him with love and attention. Quin-
cy has a toddler human brother to
play with and a place on the soft
family bed instead of a crate. He
has his own Instagram account @
MrQuincyTatum, and a lifetime of
caring friends who appreciate a
dog who emulates dogged resil-
ience and love.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CALENDAR

NOW THRU JAN. 23

“The Mystery of Edwin Drood.” At Work-
house Arts Center, 9518 Workhouse Way, W3
Theater, Lorton. Based on Charles Dickens’
final unfinished novel, this hilarious whodunit
invites the audience to solve its mystery by
choosing the identity of the murderer. The
tale is presented as a show-within-a-show, as
the Music Hall Royale - a delightfully loony
Victorian theatre company - presents Dickens’
brooding mystery. Tickets: $20-$30. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

MONDAY/JAN. 17
Full Moon Campfire and Hike. 7 p.m. At

Museum on Saturday, January 22, 2022 from
12-4 p.m. and on Sunday, January 23 from
1-4 p.m. Admission: Museum members and
ages 4 and under, free; ages 5-12, $3; ages 13
and older, $5, special events $6; seniors and
military, active and retired, $4.

SATURDAY/JAN. 22
Camille A. Brown & Dancers. 8 p.m. At GMU

Center for the Arts, Fairfax. In this perfor-
mance, the company showcases both her
choreography and artistic vision through a
unique blend including modern, hip hop,
African, ballet, and tap and the company’s ac-
claimed Trilogy on race, culture, and identity

pBTSTNESS ™

DIRECTORY

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

CaLL 703-549-0004

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 7701 Royce
Street, Annandale. Winter full moons can be
some of the most impressive with cold-clear
skies. Your Hidden Oaks naturalist guide will
point out signs of creatures that glide, fly and
tiptoe through the shadows of the woodland
at night. Enjoy a campfire with s'mores after
your hike. This program is for participants
ages 6 years and older. All participants must
register; the fee is $8 per person. Call 703-
941-1065.

JAN. 22-23
HO Model Trains Running. 12-4 p.m. At Fairfax

Station Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station. The Potomac
Module Crew will display and run HO Scale
Model trains at the Fairfax Station Railroad

including Mr. TOL E. RAncE; “Double This,
Juba That!” from BLACK GIRL: Linguistic

Play; “Turf” from ink; and the rousing tribute

to New Orleans, New Second Line. Visit cfa.
gmu.edu.

SUNDAY/JAN. 23

Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel.
7 p.m. At GMU Center for the Arts, Fairfax.
Virtuoso pianist Jeffrey Siegel will guide
you through the jaunty music of Bach, the
improvisatory, unbound music of Mozart,
Mendelssohn’s “Last Rose of Summer”, and
Swedish composer Stenhammar’s rhapsodic
Fantasy, a work of stormy energy and pas-

sionate lyricism. Learn the compelling stories

behind each piece and then enjoy each work
played in its entirety. Visit cfa.gmu.edu.

K &D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans

Phone/CATV

Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades

Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

- Reasonable price

School Board Recall

From Pace 2

At the Dec. 22 hearing, Judge Richard
E. Gardner heard a motion from the Fair-
fax County office to recuse itself as the
case prosecutor since Commonwealth
Attorney Steve Descano “has interacted
with Cohen on a number of occasions
and they have campaigned together.” In
granting the motion, Judge Gardner, who
has been designated by the Chief Judge
to hear all matters related to the recall
petition, must assign another available
Commonwealth’s Attorney from outside
the local office as a Special Prosecutor
for future hearings. The Tholen case also
enlisted a Special Prosecutor. The next
hearing, likely in early February, is ex-
pected to consider a motion to dismiss
from Cohen’s attorney or possibly from
the appointed special prosecutor, as in
the Tholen case.

Virginia is one of the few states which
addresses recall through State statute,
not Constitutional Law. In bringing a
recall before the court under the stat-
ute, the petitioners must prove “mate-
rial adverse effect upon the conduct of

the office.” According to statute, recall
efforts may be due to neglect of duty;
misuse of office; incompetence in perfor-
mance; conviction of misdemeanor re-
lated to drugs or hate crimes; or sexual
misconduct. The Open FCPC Coalition
filing stated “Laura Jane Cohen voted to
keep all Fairfax County Public Schools
closed,” alleging negative impacts to
various groups of children.

Petitions carry a penalty of perjury re-
quiring signers to affirm full reading and
understanding of allegations, which the
Virginia Supreme Court ruled applies to
all signers, not only to petition organiz-
ers. Writing for the William and Mary
Law School, Cody Brandon advised, “The
strict construction of the statute requires
caution and increased investigation by
voters approached by circulators. Signing
one of these petitions that includes false
allegations could subject thousands of
voters to charges of perjury.”

If the court moves the case forward,
either the judge or a jury will decide the
authenticity of the petition accusations
and whether they meet the statute stan-
dards for recall.

Quality Tree Service

& Landscaping

s. Licensed & insured.
ez, ExpertTree Work
. Tree removal, topping & pruning, -
shrubbery trimming, mulching, =
leaf removal, planting, hauling, "=
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience — Free estimates -

= 703-868-5358 -

24 Hour Emergency

Tree Service |

B Rl A el

L Drai Land Drai

(b ProDrainage
Ec‘a-.l'l."lu.»d-l;'.Landsca;oe Dﬁh;ge Exu'rfs
Drainage, Erosion,L ¥ Patios.f g Walls & More
Your Neighbiorhood Company since 19671
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

MONDAY/JAN. 17
Preschool Open House. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. At

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNews-

papers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is

Spring-Mar Cooperative Preschool, 10125
Lakehaven Court, Burke. Come take a tour,
meet the teachers, ask your questions and
register for the 2022-2023 school year. Visit
the website: http://www.spring-mar.org/
open-house/

Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event.

http://www.lordoflifeva.org/esl Cost is $20.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Parent Support Partners, a service of the
Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are all
parents who have received training and are
qualified to offer education, support and

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers

JAN. 25-APRIL 14

ESL Classes. 7-9 p.m. At Lord of Life Lutheran
Church, 5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. In-per-
son and online ESL classes. Classes will meet
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7-9 p.m.
Online registration starts on December 15 at

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

assistance at no cost to families or caregivers.
They provide reliable information that fami-
lies can use in decision-making and are famil-
iar with services and resources that can help
families in distress. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/healthymindsfairfax or www.nami-north-
ernvirginia.org/parent-peer-support.html.

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/SUBSCRIBE

So Long
Old Memory

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As of Wednesday, Dec. 8, the 2000
Honda Accord, which I inherited from my
widowed mother 13 years ago, nearly to the
day, was officially “totaled” by an insurance
adjuster. After my mother died in 2008 leav-
ing the Honda ownerless, | took possession.
As | recall, on Dec. 24, 2008, | went to the
Montgomery County administrative offices
in Rockville and paid my dues (taxes, actu-
ally). And though I've had miscellaneous car
repairs over the years - fortunately, nothing
which was too drastic or expensive, I've not
had to make one monthly car payment in
almost 13 years. For a non-car person like
me, not having a car payment for that many
years trumps all negative considerations.

As written about in the “Oh Deer”
column a few weeks back, the end of our
association (the Honda and mine) was un-
expected and for my money - literally, quite
unnecessary. The Honda was our back-up/
second car. Maybe it was driven 5,000
miles a year, almost exclusively local and
most often, it sat in the driveway minding
its own business. Now, I'll have to upgrade
and consequently incur a new monthly car
payment. A car payment | don’t want and an
extra expense | certainly don’t need. Though
I'll be receiving a settlement check from the
insurance company, it won't cover the cost
of a new car. In fact, it will barely cover the
amount of down payment. And as any of
you similarly impacted by a car accident
where your car is “totaled” know, the math
rarely ends up in your favor, especially if the
“totaled” car was old and payment free.

But more to the point if this column.
The Honda was one of the last remaining
physical links to my parents, particularly my
father, who died in early December 2006.
He was the driver in the family and the Hon-
da was the only car in the family so most
images and feelings | have about my father
and a car were from this 2000 Honda Ac-
cord, the last car he owned/drove. As such,
when [ sit in the driver’s seat, | remember my
father. And | also remember the front of one
of his birthday cards which said: “When they
made you, they broke the mold.” Open card:
“You should see what they did to the mold
maker.” We all laughed. I gave him that card
on his 65th birthday dinner which we all
celebrated at Jimmy’s Harborside Restaurant
(his favorite) on the wharf in Boston on or
about Sept. 23, 1984 (his actual birthday). It
was a memorable occasion to be sure, espe-
cially when my father opened the card and
shook it to see if any money would fall out.

And though 1 still have lots of enduring
memories of my father (I still wear his winter
gloves as well as an old collard short-sleeve
Polo shirt of his - which amazingly sort of
fits), nothing conjures his memory and is
so physically enveloping - literally, as the
front seat of the car where when driving, he
spent the last years of his life. And now that
feeling/his presence is gone.

I imagine I'll get reconnected to his
memory every month for the next 36 at least,
when | make my new car payment. It won’t
quite be the same as sitting in the Honda
payment free. Nevertheless. I'm sure I'll still
feel a car connection to my father. After all,
I'll be driving a car that he helped me buy.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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SALES EVENT |

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA ' srART THE YEAR OFF RIGHT!

NEW 2022 TOYOTA NEW 2022 TOYOTA

COROLLALESDN CAMRY LE SDN

LEASES STARTING FROM... 1 g LEASES STARTING FROM...

MODEL# 1852. MSRP $21,520. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. MODEL# 2532. MSRP $26,320. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING.
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $769 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

| NEW 2022 TOYOTA NEW 2022 TOYOTA

PRIUS HIGHLANDER

LEASES STARTING FROM... ' 2 e E LEASES STARTING FROM...

MODEL# 1223. MSRP $26,730. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. MODEL# 6948. MSRP $40,220. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING.
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

'BATTERY 1 LUBE OIL& 1 ALIGNMENT 1 BRAKE PAD nTOYOTACARE:!: SERVICE
SPECIAL “FILTERSPECIAL" SPECIAL == SPECIAL = PLUS '' VARIABLE

FREE :539.95 :589.95:599 95 532900 ' oo

I
BATTERY CHECK-UP 11 4495 FOR SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE 1 | 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT 1 1 BRAKE PAD REPLACEMENT 1 1 SPECIAL 11 THE MORE YOU SAVE!" |

¢ D GECKCIDANG 1 MUDSCAR OIS ML 61 WLDES SEL AU, 0 DURRGUETTLATIENS 10 MANANPECE MIDBY 1 SIDOF... HEN YU SPEND$50-45

o ANPSANDVUALINPRCTONDF € GBUNE OGO, T GDLT 1o NSPECT SUSPNSION BALIONTS 10 SRR L% 11 EUEONGIOR OTDAGRE 11 5 0. WHENYOU PO 1018 |
1 BATIERY CONDITON.INCLUDES ¢ ALLFIDIEE A UMDV 1 SIRTS HOOC T CHDTON 1 OUTYALRSILARALE DU 11 CONPEWENTR NANTEVANGE 11 SO, WENYPBOSIIS0
' BATTERY ONDTONPRINTOUT. w0 PONTAOEINWTHANTOUL oo ANDSETTREARESSRE.  vv WCHERTISUAIISHS 1 PLANTOAYEARS/ASQ00MILES] 11 SSOOF.. HENYOU SEND 500+ 1

| [OYOTA VERKLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BERRESENTEDAT - L0 KT AEHOBIT TN L1 TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPOM MUST BE PRESENTEDAT 11 ‘l A?"l"-‘\""ﬁi’r BN 11 TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTEDAT 1 I TOYOTA VEHICLES GHLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTEDAT I
TIME OF WRITE-LP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL | l"'.'??-‘ T | q THEQF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL ik | q TMEQF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPUES ADOITIONAL - THE OF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL
] VMIDUNL\‘M ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER EhJSUUSI 2? 'JMIJOH['! AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS Ul.'Tl.IEE D P W.LII] ONLY AT ALEKANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 0131 ZZ '-'ﬂ.bl] ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 01731/ 12

——— ===
— - ol

gr:;l:aerztl’: E‘r?u:? W 3750 Richmond Hwy ¢ Alexandria
=" laiwadidll 703-684-0700
[ Sehablaespafiol |\ v A NDRIA TOYOTA  AlexandriaToyota.com
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