CONNECTION Mclean<Vigisss

CLASSIFIED, PAGE 10

K2
%

CALENDAR, PAGE 9,

Students stage walk-out protests at ==
McLean_ Westfield and Mount Vernon = :

z
0
'—.
9]
Of
z B
Z |
o
@)
w
I
l_.
N
6 |
%9}
s8]
O
T 22-12-17 INOH NI 31s3In0Y

- TIVRIALYN JALLISNAS 3N
g AALSYVWISO NOLLNILLY
U e
K SSA WDT

}[—:‘WOJ_SHD VLSO

p
ol - 22€# Liwyad

4 dnW 'NOJ_SVE]
o3 aivd
o I9VISO ‘SN
214 aLS 1ASHd
&

APRIL 20 20, 2022 ONLINE AT WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Lewinsville e,

5K and
1Mile Fun Run!

June 5 - 8 am start

or VOLU

www.Lewinsvine.org

Race proceeds and donations will be used to help support the Ukrainian refugee
relief efforts. The race will be one of several activities and events celebrating
Lewinsville's 175th Year Anniversary and the reopening of the newly renovated
education building. We are locking forward to seeing you in June for a morning
of fitness, fun, and fellowship as we navigate the streets of downtown Mclean.

r r Hosted by Lewinsville Presbyterian Church
ew'in s‘vt 6 in coordination with Pot River Running

Presbyterian Church 1724 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, Virginia
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FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers
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20th ANNIVERSARY

Alexandria, VA

KS-WOODS
X UCTION SERVICES

[ON | DESIGN I CONSTRUCT

| 703.838.9788

www.markswoods.com
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Student protest over the superintendent selection pro-
cess at McLean High School last week.

Students stagéé walk out protes
and Mount Vernon High Schools, among others.

ts at MéLean, Westfield

el

3

sl

rotestors at McLean High School (from 1

ore, Sierra Balleisen, Ava Farivar, and Layla Bizri, climb
up on the school sign after demonstrating to raise aware-
ness, advocate for their rights, and for students to have a
voice in the selection of the new FCPS superintendent.

No Stopping School Board Naming
New Division Superintendent

Student protests, petition and NAACP objections fail to derail the endgame.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

n April 14, 250 high
school students in
Fairfax County staged
walkouts and pro-
tests at multiple schools, includ-
ing Westfield, McLean, Oakton,
and Mount Vernon high schools

organized by the Pride Liberation
Project. It is a student-led coalition
of queer and allied FCPS students
who advocate for the rights of
LGBTQIA students.

The Fairfax County School
Board was scheduled to vote that
evening naming Michelle Reid,
Ed.D., as Fairfax County Public
Schools’ next superintendent. Reid

is currently the superintendent of
the Northshore School District in
Washington state.

Sierra Balleisen, a McLean High
School student protestor, said, “I'm
here as a neurodivergent student
trying to advocate for our rights
and allow the students to have a
voice in the new superintendent ...
There should be nothing about us

without us.”

According to Pride Liberation
Projects’s Student Statement Sup-
porting NAACP Letter Regarding
Superintendent Search, outreach
to the community during the
search for new superintendents
was limited to fifteen days in Janu-
ary. The only outreach to students
was an 11-student panel, chosen

through a process not revealed to
the general student body. “Though
these 11 students are likely im-
mensely qualified, they nonethe-
less cannot represent the views
of a 180,000+ student body that
attends 198 schools and centers,
speaks 200+ languages, and be-
longs to a diverse range of socio-
SEE STUDENT PROTEST, PAGE 7

school board members. Laura Jane Cohen
(Springfield) described the board as “a col-

also impressed
with Reid’s

Fairfax School Board’s Frustration Shows

Does the process diminish new superintendent’s appointment?

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

ligious backgrounds, English language
learner students, immigrants, students

t its regular meeting on April
14, the Fairfax County School
Board voted 9 to 3 to appoint
Michelle Reid, Ed.D. as divi-
sion superintendent of Fairfax County
Public Schools, effective July 1, 2022,
and ending June 30, 2026, replacing
Superintendent Scott Brabrand, who is
stepping down. The appointment was
accompanied by concern and angst by

lective group of 12 very different people.”

Rachna Sizemore Heizer (Vice Chair and
Member-at-Large) said that Reid performed
consistently at the top of the candidates for
superintendent of FCPS, impressing them
with her “thoughtful, brilliant, and insightful
analysis, her work around STEM, and strong
academics for all students, and an under-
standing that our focus must also be on the
whole child.” Sizemore Heizer said she was

work on racial
and educational
justice and in-
clusion, demon-
strating support
for and deep
understanding
of LGBTQIA stu-
dents, students
of color, students
from various re-

Rachna Sizemore

Heizer (Vice Chair and

Member-at-Large)

with disabilities, and those with different
gender identity. “She was the only one
to talk about ableism and demonstrate
understanding of the concepts of neuro-
diversity.”

Karen Keys-Gamarra (Member-at-
Large) made a motion to delay the vote,
seconded by Dr. Ricardy Anderson (Ma-
son District). Keys-Gamara addressed

SEe FAIRFAX ScHOOL, PAGE 4

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

VIENNA/OAKTON / McLEAN CONNECTION < APRIL 20-2G, 2022 «




NEWS

Fairfax School Board’s Frustration Shows

From Pace 3

Reid, who sat
in the audience,
saying that what
she was about
to say had little
to do with Reid
but with the pro-
cess. ‘As many
people know, our
community has
expressed some
outrage. I can’t
blame them,”
Keys-Gamarra
said. The people who reached out were com-
munity members, according to Keys-Gamar-
ra. “It is our job to hear them. For a public
school system, our school system belongs
to the public. So, my objection today has to
do with the fact that we seem to be rushing
this decision ... This is their community, and
they care. It’s our responsibility to listen and
not to jam this vote through. In my opinion,
it is sending them a message that they don’t
matter.”

WAREN KEYS—GA
Karen Keys-Gamarra
(Member-at-Large)

Dr. Ricardy
Anderson (Ma-
son District) con-
curred, saying
that the commu-
nity bombarded
them with emails
and phone calls.
“They have
asked to be
heard. I strongly
believe that we
should afford
ourselves the
gift of time to reach out to those who have
expressed their concerns and to listen more
closely before finalizing our decision.”

Dr. Ricardy Anderson .
(Mason District)

Laura Jane
Cohen (Spring-
field) said she
respected  how
Keys-Gamarra
and  Anderson
felt and would
not pretend to
say that she un-
derstood  their
hurt. She said
the system was
imperfect, run by
human beings.
“There’s not a person up here who does not
understand how high the stakes are ... I'm
proud of who we chose, and I trust you to
get us to where we need to be. I hope that
we're all going to do our best to work to-
gether and figure out how in the heck we
got here.”

Laura‘Jane Cohen
(Springfield)

Elaine Tholen (Dranesville) said she
struggled with this as the board worked for
months and held public sessions. “We tried
to hear from the public. I am really hurt peo-
ple feel disenfranchised ... All I can say is I
worked in good faith. I have read resumes. I
have interviewed people over and over and
over. What we put these candidates through

was so intense.
We got to a point
where we had
two incredible,
incredible peo-
ple. As we slow-
ly went through
the interview
process, the de-
cision was tough
... We voted as i
the board, and Elalne Tholen
Dr. Michelle Reid (Dranesville)
came out on top,

fair and square.”

,,“,rw-

Megan Mec-
Laughlin (Brad-
dock) expressed
empathy for
her colleagues
and the public,
who felt hurt
and concerned
about the pro-

cess. She re- :
affirmed  that
the board was  Megan McLaughlin
transparent in  (Braddock)
publishing the

calendar and the process. It would be a con-
fidential search because the board was trying
to attract the best candidate, and they didn’t
necessarily want to leave their districts. She
said that the recruiting company had found
strong candidates, and she wanted to cele-
brate the board’s incredible finalist. “I don’t
believe that we are discounting the people
who we were elected to represent. I don’t
feel that we’ve rushed this process or had a
lack of transparency. Our calendar, our time-
line, our entire process was all published ...
I believe all 12 of us care deeply, and we rec-
ognize that, sadly, there are hurt members in
our community.”

Tamara
Derenak Kau-
fax (Lee) wel-
comed Reid as
the board’s top
candidate. “We
knew that when
we extended the
offer to you on
April 2, we were
getting a vision-

ary educator  3mara Derenak
who was known gy fay (Lee)
both regionally

and nationally for your outstanding instruc-
tional leadership.” Kaufax said that FCPS
is not without its challenges, but Reid had
described herself as a “visionary, as an incur-
able optimist.”

“You will need that here,” Kaufax said. “I
look forward to working with you to build
community trust and to bring our commu-
nity together.”

Melanie K. Meren (Hunter Mill) de-
scribed Reid as a “thought leader,” saying it
is an accomplishment few people can obtain
because it demands discipline of curiosity,
investigation of data, and the calculated
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risk of innova-
tion. Meren said
Dr. Reid demon-
strated intimate

knowledge  of
data about Fair-
fax, and she
heard in her

voice the eager-
ness to see and
experience  for
herself that data
as it comes to
life through the
county’s students, staff, and communities.
Meren appreciated how Reid understood
the value of play. “I believe that Dr. Reid will
lead Fairfax County into fulfilling the birth-
right that is public education in America.”

Melanle K Meren
(Hunter Mill)

Karen Corbett
Sanders (Mount
Vernon) said that
this had been a
difficult decision
for this whole
board. “It im-
pacts everything
FCPS does as a
system and each
student in ways
that the school
board knows
and ways that
they do not yet know. ... As stewards of a
$3.3 billion entity, we know that FCPS is
both a complex business entity and an ac-
ademic center of excellence,” Sanders said.
She knew the application process had been
extensive, yet FCPS’s needs were vast and
differed from those of the district Reid cur-
rently serves as superintendent. “My de-
cision to vote no tonight is a difficult one,
and it is based on my concerns that center
around the ability to scale up from a small
school system ... to a system the size of Fair-
fax County with 180,000 students, (and)
the absence of experience in a large, diverse
district.”

WA

Karen Corbett Sanders
(Mount Vernon)

Karl  Frisch
(Providence)
said he was
thrilled when the
school system re-
ceived dozens of
“amazing, quali-
fied, and impres-
sive applicants.”
“Through round
after round of
interviews, with
tough, probing
questions, I was
always impressed with Dr. Reid’s answers,
not only for the clarity and detail with which
she described her work as superintendent,
but with her insights about Fairfax County
Public Schools,” Frisch said. According to
Frisch, Dr. Reid “routinely spoke unprompt-
ed about the ways she addressed the equity
needs of her student body: LGBTQ students,
Muslim students, students of color, English
language learners, students with special
needs, and more.” Her commitment to eq-

Karl Frisch
(Providence)

SLOHSNIATIDG

uity was woven through her answers and
accomplishments, he said.

Abrar Omeish
(Member-at-
Large) said, “To-
day, I am asking
for a rare com-
modity in our
public arena,
and all I can of-
fer you is good
faith, hard work,
thoughtful con-
sideration, and
a track record of
sincerity, dedica-
tion, and advocacy for equity and inclusion.
I'm not here to dismiss anyone’s feelings nor
discredit the multitude of perspectives, and
insights community members have around
how we experienced today.” Omeish added
that she agreed that there were concerns.
She had her own reservations. But the re-
ality was that “the work of democracy is al-
ways messy to bring 12 people behind one
decision. I'm supporting Dr. Reid today for
several exciting reasons, one of which is
because she had the most holistic equity re-
sponses we've encountered.”

Abrar Omeish
(Member-at-Large)

Stella Pekarsky
(Chair, Sully)
spoke directly to
Reid. “Nothing is
easy in Fairfax. But
I am sorry, I am
sorry because you
deserve a much
warmer, better
welcome than we
were able to give
you tonight. And it
is my opinion that
none of this has
to do with you. You are an exceptional edu-
cator- exceptional; and those who strive for
excellence, never settle for anything else.”

Pekarsky said she was honored to have
Reid present, selected by the school board,
as it begins writing the next chapter for Fair-
fax County Public Schools in partnership
with the community.

Slla ekarsky
(Chair, Sully)

“Dr. Michelle
Reed exempli-
fies the critical
characteristics of
servant leader-
ship in every way
and is driven by
a vision for pub-
lic schools that
is resolutely stu-
dent-centered,
a vision not for
what education
is today, but what it could be, what it must be
for kids who will be the leaders of tomorrow.”

Reid received her doctorate in Educational
Leadership from the University of Washing-
ton, master’s degree in educational adminis-
tration from University of Washington, and
her bachelor’s degree in natural science and
chemistry from the University of Puget Sound.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Michelle Reid, incom-
ing superintendent
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Easter 2022- A desperate need for low-income
housing exists in Fairfax County. Our neighbors
live in tents. A nearby church brings them dinner.

PHOTOS BY MELANIE GLOVER, DIRECTOR OF FOOD AND
BEVERAGE RESTONSTRONG

Easter 2022- A desperate need for low-income
housing exists in Fairfax County. Our neighbors
live in tents. A nearby church brings them dinner.

Easter Dinner for Our Fairfax
County Tent Neighbors

First Vienna Baptist Church delivers and advocates.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

eston Strong posts: “2 weeks..14 days..336

hours..20160 minutes.. Waiting on both im-

mediate and long-term solutions from our

elected officials.” It is shortly before noon,
April 18.

The day before, on Easter Sunday, senior pastor
Vernon C. Walton and members of his congregation,
Vienna First Baptist Church, arrive at 1801 Cameron
Glen Drive, Reston. There, unhoused individuals live
in tents on Fairfax County-owned property. Rev. Wal-
ton and his congregation serve 30 Easter dinners to
their neighbors, according to Reston Strong organizer

Sarah Selvaraj-D’souza.

Walton visited the tent site on April 12. On his Face-
book page, he describes having extensive conversa-
tions with the unhoused, some with a bachelor’s or
master’s degree, others with various certifications and
skills.

“Missing one weeks’ worth of wages can change
your circumstance. Missing one month may change
your entire life,” Walton writes.

Walton posts Easter Monday: “What a wonderful
way to spend Resurrection Sunday ... Many of these
individuals are working people ... As our Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors prepares the next budget, let’s
advocate for additional services and a real investment
in affordable housing. No rhetoric, real commitment.”

" ARLINGTON
fes’rwaﬁ of the Pﬂr’f S

Sat./Sun. 10am - 5pm

Outdoors on N. Highland Street at
Wilson Blvd in the Clarendon Neighborhood (Arlington, VA)

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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CLARENDON ALLIANCE

Huwwcl Alan Events

Don’t miss next weekend’s
show in Chevy Chase!
April 30th - May 1st at

The Shops at Wisconsin Place

MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL STATESMEN THEATRE PRESENTS

MUSIC BY
|/ ROBERT REALE

Buel‘I(Lﬁl!ZxR'}EIEEEBY THURS-FRI APRIL 28-29
poi - FRI-SAT MAY 6-7

Tickets & times at
www.statesmentheatre.org |

BASED ON THE BOOKS
BY ARNOLD LOBEL
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703- 634-7702

www.techpainting.com
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ArtFestival.com
5417466615

Sara O'Connor
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McLean Chocolate Festival is Back

The 10th annual McLean Choco-
late Festival, sponsored by the Ro-
tary Club of McLean, is scheduled
to take place on Sunday, April 24,
2022, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
McLean Community Center. This
is the Club’s signature fundraising
event. Proceeds will benefit many
needs domestically and overseas.

A major sponsor is Mars. Inc.,
a multinational, global company

headquartered in McLean, and the
world’s leading manufacturer of
chocolate, chewing gum, mints,
and fruity confections.

Due to Covid-19, no Festival was
held last year. However, in 2020
the Festival drew almost 3,000
visitors. A similar number is ex-
pected for this year. In addition to
vendors of chocolates and choc-
olate-themed items, the Festival

Funding the Right Transportation Projects

You are invited to share comments on transportation projects that have been recommended for funding in the FY2023-2028 Six-Year
Improvement Program (SYIP). Additionally, pursuant to §33.2-202, comments will be accepted for new projects valued in excess of $25 millio
The Commonwealth Transportation Board will take your comments into consideration as it develops the FY2023-2028 SYIP. The program
allocates public funds to highway, road, bridge, rail, bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation projects. All federally eligible projects in the
SYIP will be included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program to document how Virginia will obligate its federal funds.

Meeting materials will be available hitps://www.ctb virginia.gov/planning/springmeetings2022/default. asp before April 25, 2022.

will also feature a children’s game
room, Colonial chocolate-making
demonstration by American Heri-
tage, and over a dozen exhibitors,
raffles of chocolate items, and a
Rotary information booth.

For additional information about
this year’s Festival, please see the
Festival webpage at www.mclean-
chocolatefestival.com. This web-
page will be updated as needed.

Public meetings begin at 4 p.m. in each of the locations except as noted below:
A formal comment period will be held at these meetings.

Monday, April 25
Fredericksburg District
James Monroe High School
2300 Washington Avenue
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401

Tuesday, April 26
Culpeper District
Culpeper Disfrict Auditorium
1601 Orange Road
Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Thursday, April 28
Richmond District
Richmond District Auditorium 2430
Pine Forest Drive
Colonial Heights, Virginia 23834

Monday, May 2
Staunton District

Blue Ridge Community College
Plecker Center
1 College Lane

Weyers Cave, Virginia 24486

Tuesday, May 3
Lynchburg District
Virginian Hofel,

712 Church Street
Lynchburg, Virginia 24504

Wednesday, May 4
*Northern Virginia District
Northern Virginia District Office
Potomac Conference Room
4975 Alliance Drive
Fairfax, Virginia 22030
*meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

Monday, May 9
Hampton Roads District
Hampton Roads District Auditorium
7511 Burbage Drive,
Suffolk, Virginia 23435

Wednesday, May 11
Bristol District
Southwest Virginia Higher Education
Center
One Partnership Circle
Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Thursday, May 12
Salem District
Holiday Inn Valley View
3315 Ordway Drive NW
Roanoke, Virginia 24017

*The Northern Virginia District meeting will serve as the required joint public meeting with the Northem Virginia Transportation Authority, the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commission, the Virginia Railway Express, and the CTB per § 33.2-214.3 of the Code of Virginia.

You can submit comments by email or mail by May 23, 2022.
For roads and highways: Six-YearProgram@VDOT.Virginia.gov, or Infrastructure Investment Director, Virginia Department of Transportation

1401 East Broad St, Richmond, VA 23219,

For rail and public transportation: DRPTPR@drpt virginia.qov , Public Information Offics, Virginia Department of Rail and Public

Transportation 600 East Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond VA, 23219.

The Commonwealth is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of its
services on the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need
further information on these policies or special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, please
contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-2730 or the Virginia Department
of Rail and Public Transportation’s Title VI Compliance Officer at 804-786-4440 (TTY users call 711).
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Weekend

The 1-495 (Capital Beltway)
general purpose lanes and 495
Express Lanes will have night-
ly lane closures Friday, April 22
and Saturday, April 23 to allow
crews to set the new pedestrian
bridge truss in place as part of
the Tysons/Old Meadow Road
Bike/Ped Improvements proj-
ect, according to the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

The lane closures will oc-
cur according to the following
schedule, weather permitting:

Friday night, April 22: The
three left southbound I-495
general purpose lanes (Outer
Loop) between Route 123 and
Route 7 will be closed from 10
p.m. to 7 a.m, with full stop-
pages of up to 20 minutes each
occurring between midnight
and 5 a.m. On the southbound
495 Express Lanes from 10
p.m. to 7 a.m., the right lane
will be closed between the
Jones Branch Connector (Scotts
Crossing Road) and Route 123,
and all lanes will be closed at
Westpark Drive with traffic be-
ing detoured via the Westpark
Drive off- and on-ramps.

Saturday night, April 23: The
three left northbound I-495
general purpose lanes (Inner

Lane Closures on 495 This

Loop) between Route 7 and
Route 123 will be closed from
10 p.m. to 8 a.m., with full stop-
pages of up to 20 minutes each
occurring between midnight
and 5 a.m. On the northbound
495 Express Lanes from 10 p.m.
to 8 a.m., the right lane will be
closed between Route 7 and
Westpark Drive, with full stop-
pages of up to 20 minutes each
occurring between midnight
and 5 a.m.

This work is part of the Ty-
sons/Old Meadow Road Bike/
Pedestrian Improvements to
enhance bicycle and pedestri-
an safety and connectivity in
the Tysons area. The improve-
ments include building a new
bicycle and pedestrian bridge
over 1-495 along with a ten-
foot-wide shared-use path from
Tysons One Place and Fash-
ion Boulevard to Old Meadow
Road and Provincial Drive via
the bridge. The bridge, as well
as the path from the bridge to
Provincial Drive, are scheduled
for completion in late summer.

Visit the VDOT project page
for more https://www.virginiad-
ot.org/projects/northernvirgin-
ia/bike-ped_improvements.asp

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least

two weeks before the event.

FRIDAY/APRIL 22

5th Annual Scam Jam. 9-11:30 a.m.
Virtual. AARP Virginia and Fairfax
County’s Silver Shield Task Force
are working together to empow-
er consumers to spot and avoid
scams, and to provide support and
guidance to victims and their fami-
lies when fraud happens. For more
information and to RSVB visit aarp.
org/FairfaxScamJam

FRIDAY/APRIL 22

McLean Art Society Meeting. 10 a.m.
to noon. At McLean Communi-
ty Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Anna Katalkina, President
of the McLean Art Society will be
the featured presenter at an on-site
meeting of the McLean Art Society.
Ms. Katalkina was born in St.
Petersburg and after residing in the
U.S. studied painting and drawing
at the University of Alabama and
the Corcoran College of Art and
Design. She uses a classical paint-
ing approach involving monochro-
matic underpainting and layers
of glazing. The glazing layers mix
optically to reflect light and create
luminosity and depth. Guests are
welcome to join.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24

Hunger Conversation Project. 5-6:30
p.m. At Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 1301 Trap
Road, Vienna. Conversation with
Ramona Carroll from the Fairfax

County Department of Neigh-
borhood/Community Services
about hunger in Vienna and the
surrounding community. Stay to
pack care bags for those in need.
Free. Visit the website: andrew-
chapelumc.org

TUESDAY/APRIL 26

Julie Lythcott-Haims. 7-9 p.m. At
Temple Rodef Shalom, 2100
Westmoreland Street, Falls Church.
NYT best-selling author Julie Ly-
theott-Haims presents “Throw Out
the Checklisted Childhood: Tips
and Strategies for Raising Success-
ful Kids.” Brought to the communi-
ty by co-hosts The Potomac School
and the Safe Community Coalition.
For more information and to
register, visit the Safe Community
Coalition website https://mclean-
scc.org.

STARTING APRIL 19

Caregiver Support Group Meets. 10 to
11:30 a.m. Online. A Zoom support
group for caregivers of family
members with dementia is held
the first and third Tuesday of each
month using Zoom. Times are 10
to 11:30 a.m. A link will be sent
to you. The group is sponsored by
the Shepherd’s Center of Northern
Virginia and is free. For info: Jack
Tarr: jtarr5S@verizon.net. Visit
the website: https://scnova.org/
services/services-caregivers-sup-
port-group/

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Student Protests, Petition and NAACP
Objections Fail to Derail the Endgame

From PAGE 3
economic backgrounds,” said PLP’s
statement.

The student statement refer-
enced Reid’s record on closing
achievement gaps and protecting
students’ free speech, describing it
as “lackluster.” “Moreover, North-
shore School District’s history on
protecting neurodivergent and dis-
abled students is poor. For exam-
ple, community members raised
concerns of the restraint and seclu-
sion of disabled students.”

“The need to hear our voices is
more important than ever given
the various concerns that have
emerged over Dr. Reid’s approach
to student journalism, neurodi-
vergent students, and students of
color,” protest organizer and West-
field student Aaryan Rawal said.

Reid and Dr. Cheryl Logan, the
superintendent of Omaha Public
Schools, had been the two finalists
for the FCPS superintendent po-
sition. A select community panel
met with the two candidates on
March 28 and 29.

to any or all of

Bt INtlington

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

_'S*ign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM/SUBSCRIBE

b

Jaya Nachnani, Mount Vernon High School student, was an

organizer of the protest.

According to the April 9 Fair-
fax County NAACP release, the
panel was made up of “individ-
ual members of selected School
Board Advisory Committees; a few
chosen FCPS elementary, middle,
and high school principals: five
members from the Fairfax County
Council of PTAs (FCCPTA) to rep-

our 15 papers

resent the five FCPS geographic
regions; a representative from
Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege; a representative of the Fair-
fax County Federation of Citizens
Associations (whose mission is to
protect Homeowners Association
interests); and the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce.”

dTd A9 dILNGILINOD OLOH(|

The panel did not include repre-
sentatives from the Fairfax NAACP
or the Pride Liberation Project.
The Fairfax NAACP said that it had
been “inundated with messages
from whistleblowers (serving on
the panel) sharing names and data
points as well as overall impres-
sions.”

The Fairfax NAACP said that
many panelists were “shocked”
that a superintendent (Reid) with
only a $400 million budget vs. a
$2.7 billion FCPS budget, 2,100
employees vs. 25,000 FCPS em-
ployees, and achievement gaps
despite relatively high wealth and
low poverty could have ended up
as one of FCPS’s final two candi-
dates.

The Fairfax NAACP reached out
to school board members. While
they received responses from a
few, the members’ reactions were
not about the data or compara-
tive characteristics of the divisions
but rather to express their dismay
that whistleblowers reached out to

Fairfax NAACP and Fairfax NAACP
acted on their behalf.

“With so much at stake, we have
determined to share this informa-
tion with the public,” the Fairfax
NAACP said.

The Omaha World-Herald re-
ported on April 15 that Dr. Cheryl
Logan informed the Omaha Public
School board a week before that
she had taken her name out of
the FCPS superintendent search.
Logan’s announcement and the
NAACP’s release occurred on the
same day. With Logan’s withdraw-
al, Reid was now the leading candi-
date to succeed Dr. Scott Brabrand,
the current FCPS Superintendent.

In the 72 hours leading up to
the protests and the school board’s
pending confirmation vote for Reid,
the Pride Liberation Project circu-
lated amongst FCPS high school
students its petition addressed to
FCPS school board members and
GR Consulting. “FCPS cannot se-
lect a new Superintendent without

SEE STUDENT PROTEST. PAGE 8

- HERNDON, VA

‘aturday, April 30

11 a.mo = 5 p.m.

Briiig your figlilf_to leam about iﬁrsés and
= equestrian sports! Food trucks, speakers, demos
and more. Free for all ages; register at

L B
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NEWS

Student Protests, Petition and NAACP
Objections Fail to Derail the Endgam

i

From PacE 7

thoroughly reaching out to stu-
dents and addressing concerns,”
the student group said.

In their petition, PLP requested
that “FCPS conduct a public audit
of the Superintendent search pro-
cess and publicly release clear in-
dications that the Superintendent
was chosen for demonstrating suc-
cess in key areas, including com-
munity outreach, closing achieve-
ment and opportunity gaps, mental
health access for all students, and
equitable school experiences for
vulnerable student populations,
such as neurodivergent, people of
color, LGBTQIA+, and English lan-
guage learner students.”

Westfield student Aaryan Rawal
reported that over 500 students
signed the petition requesting
that GR Consulting and the school
board do more to reach out to stu-
dents during the final stages of the
superintendent search. PLP pro-
posed holding student town hall
meetings during high school free
(advisory) time to allow students
to voice concerns and provide
board members with “important
context.”

Jaya Nachnani was the prima-
ry organizer of the Mount Vernon
High School protest. On April 14,
she tweeted that they had two
protest goals: “to get more time to
investigate the allegations made
against Reid and raise concerns
regarding the difference in de-
mographics between the counties
(FCPS and Northshore school dis-
tricts).”

FCPS has an enrollment nearly
ten times larger than Northshore
(20K v.180K students). According
to a demographic and program
comparison released by the Fairfax
County NAACP on April 9, 2022,
FCPS has five times the percentage
of Black students, slightly more
than twice the percentage of His-
panic students, more than twice
the percentage of students eligible
for free and reduced priced meals,
and nearly three times the number

of English Language Learners. The
differences in actual numbers of
students in each category are vast.

In one of its final attempts to be
heard, Pride Liberation Project is-
sued an April 14 release, stating:
“Don’t confirm Dr. Reid or any oth-
er candidate on Thursday, April 14

. until students and community
members are allowed to partici-
pate in the process through stu-
dent town-halls in each of FCPS’
regions during advisory periods,
along with community panels
open to any organization.”

On the evening of April 14, stu-
dent Aaryan Rawal said, as the
Fairfax County School Board was
preparing to vote on Reid’s confir-
mation. that PLP sent its petition
to school board members and GR
Consulting that evening.

When asked what response they
received, Rawal said that the only
response from FCPS was a call
from someone in the division’s
communications office who “pres-
sured us not to criticize Dr. Reid
until after tonight’s meeting.”

Following nearly two hours of
discussion, the FCSB voted 9 to 3
naming Michelle Reid, Ed.D., as
the next division superintendent
of Fairfax County Public Schools,
effective July 1, 2022, and ending
June 30, 2026.

School Board members Mel-
anie K. Meren, Elaine V. Tholen,
Megan McLaughlin, Tamara D. Ka-
ufax, Rachna S. Heizer - vice chair,
Stella Pekarsky - chair, Laura Jane
H. Cohen, Karl V. Frisch, and Abrar
Omeish all voted in favor. Ricardy J.
Anderson, Karen A. Keys-Gamarra,
and Karen Corbett Sanders voted no.

Westfield student Aaryan Raw-
al followed up in a second email,
“We are incredibly disappointed
that the school board ignored the
voices of student protestors, peti-
tioners, and the countless others
who were simply never given the
needed information by our schools
to participate in this process ... We
will continue to organize and ad-
vocate for our community ... It’s up
to the county to acknowledge our

voice. We sincerely hope Dr. Reid
proves us wrong.”

Fairfax County NAACP tweet-
ed, “We are appalled that despite
community outcry, the @fcpsnews
SB has chosen to plow through a
superintendent vote tonight. Rev-
elations regarding Special Educa-
tion practices make the Northshore
candidate (Reid) even less suitable
than we knew.” The following day,
Jaya Nachnani, a student protes-
tor at Mount Vernon High School,
tweeted, “Today we met with Dr.
Reid and members of the school
board. Here’s what I have to say:
this entire protest is not against
Dr. Reid (but) rather FCPS. FCPS
chose not to listen to the students
and the teachers, and I'm highly
disappointed.”

According to NSD.org, Reid was
unanimously chosen as superin-
tendent by the Northshore School
District Board of Directors in June
2016. Before Northshore, Reid was
the superintendent of South Kitsap
School District, her first position as
superintendent. The South Kitsap
school board unanimously approved
Reid as superintendent in February
2013, reported the Kitsap Sun.

“Dr. Michelle Reid, incoming superintendent exemplifies
the critical characteristics of servant leadership in
every way and is driven by a vision for public schools
that is resolutely student-centered, a vision not for
what education is today, but what it could be, what it
must be for kids who will be the leaders of tomorrow.”

8 % VIENNA/OAKTON / McLeaNn CONNECTION < APRIL 20-26, 2022
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NOW THRU APRIL 28

A collection of paintings by Layla Gray
and Coty Dickson entitled “The
Four Seasons” is on display at the
Great Falls Library, 9830 George-
town Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066.
The public can view this collection
of favorite seasonal paintings in
the library’s large meeting room
from now through Thursday, April
28, 2022 during regular library
hours. Contact Coty Dickson at
cotyndickson@gmail.com for addi-
tional information.

NOW THRU APRIL 30

The Friends of Frying Pan Farm Park
invite the public to participate
in its 2022 photo contest. Help
celebrate all that is special about
the farm with the second “Focus
on the Farm” fundraiser. Open
to photographers of all ages and
abilities, capture the beauty and
farm life at Frying Pan Farm Park.
The categories include nature,
landscape and scenery, and farm
animals. Photos must be taken, and
entries submitted between March 1
and April 30, 2022. You can enter
up to 10 photos. The fee is $7 per
entry for adults, and $5 per entry
for children up to age 16. Go to the
Friends of Frying Pan Farm Park
website for information; or email
the Friends of Frying Pan Farm

- s = 4

Doodle POP will_p:arform on Saturday, April 23 at the McLean Com-
munity Center in McLean.

At 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons. In this satirical com-
edy, three friends share the joys,
challenges, and anxieties of being
middle class single Black mothers
in predominantly white suburbs.
The story celebrates motherhood
and community while exploring
racial profiling on the playground
and supporting your kid who is
perpetually the Only Black Child
(OBCQ). Follow their journey as they
lean in and steer their children
from pampers to college while
navigating their own road toward
retirement. Visit www.1ststage.org.

drama about the tragic shortcom-
ings of an American dreamer, is
widely considered to be one of the
greatest plays of the 20th century.
Purchase tickets at viennava.gov/
webtrac, in person at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
SE during open hours, or before
each performance if available. Visit
www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

APRIL 22-24

ValeArts Show. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. At
0ld Vale Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox
Mill Road, Oakton. The exhibit,
Colorful Journeys, will be bursting
in springtime colors at this historic

10th Annual McLean
Chocolate Festival

Sunday, April 24, 2022
TMTam-5pm
McLean Community Center

$2 admission
Admission for children 3 and under is free

Taste the specialties of area chocolatiers and enjoy fun for the whole
family. Our youngest attendees can enjoy a children's game room!

Park at friends@fryingpanpark.
org. Frying Pan Park is located at
2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Call

APRIL 22 TO MAY 7
"Death of a Salesman.” Presented by

venue. Admirers of all ages are
welcome to view paintings in oil,

Vienna Theatre Company. At 120

703-437-9101. Cherry Street, SE, Vienna. Show

times are: 8 p.m.: Fridays and
Saturdays: April 22, 23, 29, 30;
May 6, 7, 2022; 2 p.m.: Sundays:
May 1, May 8, 2022. Arthur Mill-
er’s 1949 Pulitzer Prize-winning

NOW THRU MAY 8

"The Mamalogues.” Thursdays at 7:30
p.m., Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays
at 2 and 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m.

CONECTION
Newspapers & Online
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watercolor, mixed media, encaus-
tic, and acrylic to delight the eye
and stir the senses. All paintings
are for sale. Visit https://www.
valearts.com for more information.

See CALENDAR, PAGE 11

The McLean Chocolate Festival is a fundraiser for McLean Rotary,
» with proceeds benefiting many schools and local organizations.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

e Electrical (ELE)
* Gas Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air

Conditioning (HVA)
¢ Plumbing (PLB)

e Residential Building (RBC)
Free Estimates

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

2018
Angies list

703-999-2929

nothing until the job

is complete for the
past 17 years

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov
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Save now with
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Your First
suarantee | Application

et themost
out of your lawn
this spring. =

TN Tl | gy o e e e it
SCHEDULE YOUR

APPOINTMENT TODAY! 1-855-42-2 17

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. RQQ.JH'CS%
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen
locations. Availlability of services may vary by gecgraphy. Mot to be combined with or used in
cenjunction with any other offer or discount. Additicnal restrictions may apply. Censumer responsible
for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed
at the first visit.*Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 0//01/2012.
%20%2020 Iéu%;e;{l Limited Fartnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127/,

urchase

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

No Payments & No Interest
for 18 Months™

Military & Senior Discounts Available

‘500 |
OFF

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022
CALL NOW!

BCI 5% (324) 9451631

*Includes product 2nd labor; bathiub, shower or walk-in tub and wall sumound. This prometion cannoi be combined with any other
offer. Other resincions may apply. This offer expires 6302022, Each dealership & independently owned and operated. **Third parly
financing s available for those customers who qualfy. See your dealer for defails. €2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
WCLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Eilter

PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

o & 102%
OFF OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
MILITARY!

PURCHASE'
WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

==

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!™

. 5% OFF

* ok ok

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
Promo Code: 285

Subiject to credit appro all for details.

@ CALLUSTODAYFOR 4 g9 6146667

A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-
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Legals Legals

Services

American Towers LLC is proposing to construct a 140-foot mono-
pole telecommunications tower at Old Dominion Drive, Mclean,
Fairfax County, VA, in the public ROW. The new tower structure
will not be lit and the facility will include a 42-ft by 100-ft lease area
and associated easements, along with a 30ft buffer surrounding
the lease area. American Towers LLC seeks comments from all in-
terested persons on any potential significant impact the proposed
action could have on the quality of the human environment pur-
suant to 47 C.F.R. Section 1.1307, including potential impacts to
historic or cultural resources that are listed or eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places. Interested persons may
comment or raise concerns about the proposed action by sub-
mitting an e-mail to enviro.services@americantower.com. Paper
comments can be sent to: American Towers LLC, Attn: Environ-
mental Compliance, 10 Presidential Way, Woburn, MA 01801. Re-
quests or comments should be limited to environmental and his-
toric/cultural resource impact concerns and must be received on
or before 5 13 2022. This invitation to comment is separate from
any local planning/zoning process that may apply to this project.

AJ Affordable
. Quality
Roofing
Repair * Replace & GUitErs

Thousands of references ® Over 25 years
Y (Licensed and Insured)

703-794-8513

Legals

OUTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

"N\ TOP BEACHFRONT RENTAL

AR coolest destination, best rates, great value!

—— Don't miss out on your chance to soak up
the sun once quarantining is done.

Over 500 vacation homes in all price ranges!

rindley
each i

Call today to reserve your vacation home...,

877-642-3224

1300 TABLES! 100% OPEN! Buy! Sell! Trade! ™"

" NATION'S GUN SHOW :

APRIL 22, 23 & 24

Dulles EXDOo_

1
.G |

4320 Chantily Shopping Center, Chanily, VA 20151 52,9 |
FRI: 3-8 | SAT:9-5 | SUN:10-9 3, :

1

1

1

1

1

1

Expert Professionals, Enormous Selection & Training!

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i, $1 Off One Aqy; Agmission

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF ; A 60%off §

'.\

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime! / YOUR INSTALLATION

) A / 3
0 /A
Call today to schedule your

( FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

+
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL ¢

10 off

Install for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders

ABC LICENSE
Snova LLC trading as Jiwa Singapura, Tyson
Gallleria Space 3730 1651 International Drive
McLean VA 22120. The above establishment
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
(ABC) for a Wine & Beer On Premises and
Mixed Beverage Restaurant license to sell
or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Timur
Issatayev, Officer/ The Veritas Law Firm.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of the
first of two required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.abc.
virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Be a part of our:

Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our HomelLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek at the
top real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical
suggestions for your home.

Celebrate students, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,

Fun pages, the third week
of every month.

Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?
E-mail sales@connection
newspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431
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SATURDAY/APRIL 23

Clifton Lions Club Family Pancake Breakfast.
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. At Clifton Presbyte-
rian Church, 12748 Richards Lane, Clifton.
Cost is $10 per adult; $5 per child. Proceeds
go to charity.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23

Earth Day McLean—Act Locally. 9 a.m.—noon.
At McLean Community Center, McLean. Free
admission for MCC district residents; registra-
tion is required. This drive-through, outdoor,
environmental action event provides a conve-
nient way for McLean residents to better the
planet. Several local community businesses
and organizations will provide four key facets
of environmental health in the spirit of shred-
ding, reusing, recycling and planting.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23

Parks and Sugarland Run Cleanup Day. 9 a.m.
to noon. At Runnymede Park, 195 Hern-
don Parkway, Herndon. Join your fellow
community members and help cleanup parks,
Sugarland Run watershed, and stream loca-
tions. Meet at Runnymede Park for supplies
and assignments, then work on your own to
help care for one of the eleven parks or three
trails in Herndon. They’ll be picking up litter,
removing non-native invasive plants, and
otherwise refreshing our parks as we head
into spring. Visit herndon-va.gov/recreation,
or call 703-787-7300.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23

Roomful of Blues. 8 p.m. At Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E, Vienna. A Roomful Of Blues is
filled with soaring blues, zydeco twists, late-
night ballads, Latin-tinged funk and a touch
of vintage, fifth-gear rock ‘n’ roll. Tickets are
$25-$35. Website: www.jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23

Doodle POP. 4 p.m. At McLean Community
Center, McLean. A mischievous duo starts to
doodle... and ends up creating a whole imag-
inative world! They invite the audience along
on their sea adventure with a tiny little turtle.
What will happen as we follow their vivid
drawings into this beautiful watery world,
and will they return the turtle to the sea
safely? Doodle POP is a touching and playful
nonverbal show that uses live musicians to
perform the accompanying score and sound
effects. Created by BRUSH Theatre of South
Korea. Visit: www.aldentheatre.org

APRIL 23-24

Yard Sale and Giveaway Day. Gate Post Estates
is will be coupling a Giveaway Day with their
annual yard sale. The yard sale will take
place on Saturday, April 23, beginning at 8
a.m., and the Giveaway Day will be the fol-
lowing day, on Sunday, April 24, beginning at
10 a.m. For the Giveaway Day, residents will
place any items they wish to donate to the
community in front of their homes and mark
them with a “Giveaway” or “Free” sign. Gate
Post Estates is located off of Route 29, across
from the Centreville Baptist Church.

APRIL 23-24

Spring Book Sale. At Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Dr., Centreville. Saturday,
April 23 and Sunday, April 24, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. Children’s books, teen and adult fiction,
classics, poetry & literature, nonfiction, DVDs,
audio books and CDs. No scanners or other
electronic price-checking allowed. Cash,
check and credit cards accepted.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24

Vocal Quartet Concert. 4-5:30 p.m. At Church of
the Holy Comforter, 543 Beulah Road, NE,
Vienna. Concert by the vocal quartet Third
Practice, featuring the Hermit Songs of Samu-
el Barber and other works from the Renais-
sance to the present day that express longing
for both solitude and connection. Visit the
website: https://holycomforter.com/music/

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

SUNDAY/APRIL 24
10th Annual McLean Chocolate Festival. 11 a.m.

to 5 p.m. At the McLean Community Center,
McLean. Taste the specialities of area choc-
olatiers and enjoy fun for the whole family.
The youngest attendees can enjoy a children’s
game room. The McLean Chocolate Festival

is a fundraiser for the McLean Rotary, with
proceeds benefiting many local organizations.
Cost: $2 admission. Visit: www.mcleanchoco-
latefestival.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24
Reduced Shakespeare Company’s Hamlet Big

Adventure. 3 and 7 p.m. At Reston Commu-
nity Theater’s CenterStage. The Reduced
Shakespeare Company returns to Reston with
the Washington, DC premiere of this hilarious
(and completely fictional) prequel to Hamlet.
Visit www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24
Fairfax Veg Fest. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. In the parking lot

of the Northwest Federal Credit Union, 200
Spring St., Herndon. The fourth annual Fair-
fax Veg Fest will take place in Herndon with
more than 80 exhibitors focused on healthy
food, wellness programs, green products, and
animal welfare. Attendees at this free event
will hear a lineup of world-famous speakers
including:

T. Colin Campbell, PhD - best-selling
author of The China Study, Whole, and The
Low Carb Fraud; and star of the documentary
Forks Over Knives

Neal Barnard, MD -- President of the Phy-
sician’s Committee for Responsible Medicine
(PCRM), author of 18 books detailing the
benefits of the plant-based diet

Gene Baur -- expert on the abuses of
industrialized factory farming, called “the
conscience of the food movement” by Time
magazine

Jim Loomis, MD -- Director of the Barnard
Medical Center and former team internist for
the St. Louis Rams football team and the St.
Louis Cardinals baseball team

Gwyn Whittaker — CEO of the education-
al GreenFare Organic Café, and GreenFare
Health and Wellness

Baxter Montgomery, MD — Houston Car-
diologist, Montgomery Heart and Wellness
Director

James Wilks — Director of the most widely
viewed documentary in the world The Game
Changers, and Mixed Marshall artist

Courtland Milloy — Columnist at the Wash-
ington Post since 1975

Brian Clement, PhD — Co-Director Hippo-
crates Institute and author

For more information about the event, and to

apply to be a vendor or sponsor, go to http://
fairfaxvegfest.org/ or contact Gwyn Whittak-
er at gwyn@greenfare.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 27
Sensory Awareness Day. 2:30-6 p.m. At the Old

Firehouse in McLean. Challenge your senses
at the Old Firehouse! This unique and fun
event, supporting Autism Awareness Month,
will provide ALL who attend a sensory explo-
ration (taste, smell, sound, sight and touch).
This event is free and open to all.

THURSDAY/APRIL 28

Green Expo. 7 to 9 p.m. At Vienna Community

Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE, Vienna. Green
Expo Showcases Sustainable Ways of Living
The Town of Vienna and the Conservation
and Sustainability Commission are teaming
up once again for this year’s Green Expo at
the Vienna Community Center. The annual
event features nearly two dozen exhibitors
offering information about topics including:
composting, recycling, beekeeping, pollina-
tors and native gardens, green landscaping,
home energy efficiency, Solarize Vienna, ways
to reduce plastic usage, citizen science, volun-
teer opportunities, sustainable businesses in
Vienna, and much more. Attendees can enjoy
a live raptor exhibit and ask questions of the
Town’s arborist. Email CSC@viennava.gov or
call 703- 255-6300.
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

Quality Tree Service

& Landscaping

" ExpertTree Work

shrubbery trimming, mulching,

drainage problems, etc.

- 25years of experience ~ Free estimates
s 703-868-5358 5

24 Hour Emergency
.. . Tree Service

. Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. .

Tree removal, topping & pruning,

leaf removal, planting, hauling, "=
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

( 0 ProDrainage

Eco~Friendly Landscape Drainage Experts
F Patios,F g Walls & More

Your Neighborhood Company since 19871
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

Drainage, Erosion, L

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS, COM/SUBSCRIBE

The Cancer
Effect

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

From February 28th until April 9th,
approximately 40 days — and nights, | had
19 medical commitments; among them
being pre- and post-surgery/procedure,
actual procedure and separate surgery,
lab tests, infusions, covid tests, diagnostic
scans, nuclear medicine; and telephone
and video appointments. This was hardly
a normal month. It was abnormal and not
necessarily cancer related but most likely
cancer affected.

As you might imagine, being infused
for nearly 10 years with extremely toxic
substances will wear and tear the recipi-
ent’s body, inside and out. Consider further
that said recipient (yours truly) began this
cancer business at age 54 and a half and
over this 10-year period, | have not been
getting any younger. And what you end up
with is a perfect storm of an age and an
immune-compromised patient succumbing
to the cumulative side effects of cancer
treatment, direct and indirect.

Nevertheless, having some kind of
medical appointment every other day — on
average, over 40 days is likely to make a
Kenny a very dull boy. Not that | wasn’t in
control of my time or had to adhere to a
schedule not of my own choosing; on the
contrary, | was very much in control as |
set my own appointments and times and
places convenient to me. Still, the commit-
ment of time and energy — and the anxiety
associated with all these appointments,
especially given my underlying medical
diagnosis, was unpleasant and unsettling
but thankfully very uncharacteristic of my
previous cancer life, which was overall,
unremarkable medically speaking, other
than | didn’t die within the “13 month to
two years” prognosis | was initially given
by my oncologist.

Typically, my cancer life has been very
similar to my non-cancer life. There are
things | must do, things | can’t do, things |
wish | could do and finally things that oth-
ers require me to do. The only difference:
the original stage IV non-small cell lung
cancer “terminal” diagnosis | received in
late February 2009. That kind of news puts
a damper on any scenario, real or imag-
ined. Moreover, a scenario which offered
no guarantees other than the presumptive
normal life expectancy | anticipated was
no longer normal. In summary, your future
is in doubt, your present is in crisis and
your past hopes and dreams are fading
fast unless you find a safety valve to help
manage the emotional, physical, and spiri-
tual upheaval dominating your life. Or the
more likely you are to suffer at the hands of
your disease and become another casualty
of the cancer wars.

So, I had a lousy month. So what? I'm
alive, aren’t I? Thirteen-plus years later.
Granted, fulfilling all these medical obli-
gations of the last 40 days wouldn’t have
been my first choice of how | wanted to
spend part of my retirement. However, giv-
en that I had no choice — after my diagno-
sis, to live my life as a cancer patient/survi-
vor, as my friend Frank would say: “I'm in
pretty good shape for the shape I'm in.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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JD CALLANDER

Direct: (703) 606-7901 #1 Agent Companywide
Office: (703) 821-1025 Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
JDCallander@gmail.com NVAR 90+ Million Dollar Sales Club
www.new NOVAhome.com #1I Virginia Agent 2020 - NEWSWEEK

. PLEASE j join us on Saturday &
drop off your unwanted items!

anntalGommunityCieansupoa }.!
Pack up your car or truck and bring over your unwanted items
and we will dispose of them all *** FREE OF CHARGE! ***
otent. eme e oo | Types of items you CAN bring:
WHEN:  Saturday, April 23rd, 2022 | "\ jiances (fridges, stoves, washers, etc)
9:00am -11:30am » Furniture, TVs and computers
LAl ns YO : » File cabinets, printers and copiers
WHERE: Chesterbrook Elementary » Lawn mowers (gas/oil removed)
- 1753 Kirby Road o Charitable donations for Habitat for Humanity

fclean VA 22101 L. 7 » PLEASE DO NOT BRING: Paint, chemicals,
M--"'-'*e‘inr VA 22101 " e gasfnils,propane, din,moks concrete,ﬁres

For questions and information about what  jes a s YO241 1 ASE
and what NOT to drop off, please call us at: (703) 82 1'1 025

ID CALLANDER Office (703) 821-1025 Direct (703) 606-7901

#1 Agent, Companywide ~ WEICHERT REALTORS jdcallander@gmail.com
NVAR 90+ Million Dollar Sales Club www.newNOVAhome.com

BROUGHT to you by JD Callander and Associates 1313 Dolley Madison Boulevard
and Justin O’Donnell with Movement Mortgage McLean, VA 22101

6932 Tyndale Street, McLean
*FABULOUS and EXPANSIVE* 5SBR/5.5 BA brick-front
!y colonial home on 3 finished levels in sought-after McLean/

Rosemont location! This BEAUTIFUL home features fresh
| paint throughout; NEW quartz counters in the kitchen; all
NEW carpet on the upper level plus NEW carpet and LVP
on the LL! 2-story foyer; sparkling hardwood floors; elegant
living and formal dining rooms; light/bright gourmet island
kitchen with eat-in space; large main level office/den;
gorgeous primary suite upstairs with 2 walk-in closets,
sitting rm & luxury bath; LL features 2 big rec room spaces
plus kitchenette, Sth BR & full bath! NOT to be missed!

BEST

WASHINGTONIAN

OPEN SUN 2- -4pm!

1504 Laburnum Street
McLean, 22101
$1,299,000

"~ INCREDIBLE
OPPORTUNITY! =
3409 N. Ohio Street
Arlington, 22207
$999,000

12

3950 N. Dumbarton St. 1603 East Avenue ' 1446 Woodacre Drive 1506 Hardwood Lane
Mclean, 22101 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101
$1,274,950 $1,102,000 $1,310,000 $1,582,000

We’re seeing multiple contracts with escalations! Call to chat with JD today!
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1623 Woodman Drive
Mcl.ean, 22101
$2,850,000

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



