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Foust Says
He Won’t Run

and Oakton

Dranesville Supervisor John Foust, second
from right, says that he will not run for a
fifth term. Here, Foust and others mark the
opening of Fire and Rescue Station No. 44,
Scotts Run, in McLean, on Saturday, Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021.
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News
Celebrate National Farmers
Market Week, Aug. 7–13

T

File photo by Mercia Hobson

he McLean Farmers Market will
join farmers markets across the nation in
celebration of National
Farmers Market Week,
Aug. 7–13. Farmers Market Week highlights the
role of farmers markets in
supporting healthy communities, stimulating local
economies, and supporting local farmers. The mission of the Fairfax County
Farmers Markets is to provide residents access to locally grown products and
create market opportunities for area farmers and
food producers. Join us as
we celebrate the contributions of our local farmers McLean Farmers Market
manager table to learn more about
and food producers to the
bike-friendly routes in McLean and
McLean community.
Visit the McLean Farmers Market Fairfax County.
Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
on Friday, Aug. 12 to support local
farmers and businesses, participate p a r k s / f a r m e r s m a r k e t s / f a r min fun, educational activities, listen ers-market-week for the Fairfax
to live music, learn about compost- County Farmers Market Week
ing with Green Planet Farms, and schedule and list of activities. We
enjoy delicious foods from local look forward to seeing you at the
McLean Farmers Market for Naproducers.
Farmers Market Week is also tional Farmers Market Week.
National Farmers Market Week
Bike to Market Week in Fairfax
County. We invite you to bike to will be held at the McLean Market
the McLean Farmers Market. To on Friday, Aug. 12 from 8 a.m.-12
find a safe route, see the Fairfax p.m. The market is located at LewCounty Bicycle Map. While you’re insville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge
at the market, stop by the market Rd, McLean, VA 22101.

Fairfax County Police
Department Weekly Recap
MCLEAN DISTRICT STATION
SHOOTING: 8400 block of Wesleyan Street, 7/30/22, 4:52 p.m.
Officers responded to a home for
a shooting. The investigation revealed the victim was a former
tenant of the home and was there
visiting a 30-year-old man from Vienna. Preliminarily, detectives believe the man from Vienna got into
a verbal altercation with someone
on the phone when he shot the
victim in the upper body. The victim was outside the home when
officers arrived and was taken to
the hospital with injuries not considered life threatening. The man
came to the door and refused to
follow officers’ commands. Officers from our Special Operations
Division responded and took him
into custody. He was taken to the
hospital with injuries not considered life threatening. The man
has been charged with malicious
wounding, being a convicted felon
in possession of a firearm, and the
use of a firearm in the commission
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of a felony.
BURGLARY: 6901 Haycock Road
(Faith Bible Presbyterian Church),
7/31/22, 5:17 p.m. A witness
called police after noticing two
men forced entry through a window and took property. Two teens,
18, from Falls Church, were located
by officers inside the church. The
teens were charged with burglary
and felony destruction of property.
Additionally, one of the teens was
charged with providing false identification to law enforcement.
COMMERCIAL
BURGLARY:
6220 block of Old Dominion Drive
(Sherwin Williams & New Star
Asian Bistro), 8/1/22, 6:54 a.m.
Someone forced entry into two
adjacent businesses and took property.
SHOOTING: 2800 block of Fairmont Street, 8/3/22, 7:03 p.m. A
man shot the victim in the upper
body. The victim was treated from
injuries that were not considered
life-threatening. This does not appear to be a random act.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Co-Responder Program Expansion Needed
Two officers use tasers; one officer fires four shots, killing 26-year-old man
during a mental health crisis inside his family’s McLean home.
By Ken Moore
The Connection

J

Pat and Kathy Lynch with their son, Jasper Aaron Lynch.

BEFORE
THEY
ENTERED
The officer fired the fatal shots less than
Lynch’s family’s house, the three police 30 seconds after entering the house.
officers, who had been trained in crisis in“We have to respect the family’s privacy. I
tervention deescalation techniques, asked am not going to offer an assessment of how
Lynch’s sister many questions to determine the family feels or doesn’t feel. They are gothe best way to approach her brother. They ing through a lot right now,” Davis said.
said they hoped to get him to go with them,
Shortly after Davis wrapped up, Jasper
so he could be evaluated for treatment, and Lynch’s parents, Pat and Kathy Lynch, exwarned that they would need to handcuff pressed how they felt.
and search him.
“Our son, Aaron, was experiencing a seA friend of the family
vere mental health crisis on
warned officers that Lynch
July 7. He was scared and
had been upset when anyasked for both of the 911
one tried to go in the house.
calls that were made that
Lynch’s sister told officers
day. We believe that the three
that he was experiencing
— Jasper Aaron Lynch police officers who answered
thoughts that people were
the second 911 call could
out to get him.
have, and should have, han“Hey bud,” one officer said as they en- dled this far differently. To respond to Aartered the home. “We’re here to help.”
on’s mental health crisis by shooting him at
“Are my parents here?” Lynch said.
all, let alone multiple times, cannot be jus“You’re not in trouble, we just want to tified.
help,” one of the officers said.
“We recognize that, at times, police offiAlmost immediately, Lynch threw a dec- cers face grave and unknown dangers in the
orative wooden mask at officers, then ran line of duty, but that was not the case for
toward them, swinging a champagne bottle, that call at our home regarding our son. Aaras he got within feet of the officers.
on was about 5’ 6”, slightly built, and holdTwo of the officers attempted to use their ing just a bottle and a decorative mask.”
electronic control weapons, or tasers. Police Officer First Class Edward George, a POLICE HAVE RESPONDED to 6,700 be10-year-veteran, discharged his firearm four havioral or mental health crisis calls in
times, killing Lynch at the scene despite the 2022, Davis said, more than 30 such calls a
officers’ attempts to render aid.
day. Davis repeated multiple times that use

“Are my
parents here?”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Family photo

asper Aaron Lynch’s twin
sister wanted to help her
brother who was having
a mental health crisis.
Three Fairfax County Police officers hoped to help, too.
The evening of July 7, 2022,
26-year-old Jasper Aaron Lynch
was experiencing a mental health
crisis, detached from reality his
sister told Fairfax County Police.
He was throwing and breaking
objects inside the family’s McLean home, pacing, and possibly
hadn’t slept or eaten in days.
She had traveled from New
York to help him.
“We could not have walked
away from that incident, we have
a duty to care,” Fairfax Police
Chief Kevin Davis said at a press
conference on Friday, Aug. 5,
2022, when police released bodyworn camera footage. In Fairfax
County, police release body worn
camera footage within 30 days of
a police involved shooting except
when to do so would interfere
with the investigation.

of force was employed by police less than
one percent of the time.
Criminal and administrative investigations in this case are underway.
“Our investigation will reveal in fact if
those tasers hit, if in fact they took effect,
and if they didn’t why not. I don’t have that
information at this point,” said Davis.
But Lynch’s death is a reminder of the
critical importance of implementing a new
model model so clinicians are available to
assist officers during mental health crisis
calls. The new program calls for behavioral health crisis intervention specialists to
be available to respond to calls with police,
sometimes taking the lead in de-escalating
crises.
The county finished its first phase of the
program and entered the second phase on
Aug. 8, 2022.
“By the time we get to phase four of our
co-responder program we will have about
16 clinicians riding with police officers.
Right now, we have one clinician that is
available on certain days and times of the
week,” Davis said.
In fact, a crisis intake clinician had gone
to the home with police after the first call
to police at 7:11 p.m., but Lynch was not
found.
According to Davis, that specialist’s “tour
of duty” ended and he was in another location doing paperwork when police were

called to the home a second time
at 8:34 p.m.
“As parents, we mourn the
heartbreaking loss of our son
and are left with only memories
and regret,” said Pat and Kathy
Lynch.
“Had we known there was
any possibility that the police responding to the second
911 call would use lethal force
against Aaron during a mental
health crisis, we would not have
involved them until a mental
health counselor could be present, as was the case for the response to the first 911 call.
“We hope our efforts to find
out more about this incident
will, in the future, help families
in similar situations avoid such a
tragic outcome,” they said.
Davis said of the co-responder model, “It’s not a silver bullet. It’s our responsibility, both
law enforcement and even local
media, to manage expectations.
It will certainly result in many
more better outcomes for people
in crisis. Is it going to eliminate
use of force? Probably not.”

WHEN ASKED questions such
as why three officers couldn’t
have done something differently to control
a 26-year-old in crisis, Davis said he didn’t
want to “get too deep down a theoretical
hole.”
Civilian members of police oversight
groups have called for the chief of police to
maintain a neutral position on police actions
until after the investigations are complete.
“I want to be very careful not to offer any
assessments or any opinions but I think it’s
clear to see from the video that that was a
very active and chaotic incident,” said Davis.
All three officers involved in this incident
have been placed on restricted duty pending
the outcome of an investigation by Internal
Affairs Bureau.
An independent review will also be conducted by the Fairfax County Independent
Police Auditor, Richard G. Schott.
The Office of the Independent Police Auditor was established by the Board of Supervisors on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc
Police Practices Review Commission, in the
wake of the police shooting death of John
Geer of Springfield in August 2013. The recommendations of the commission also led to
the timeline for release of information.
There have been five officer involved
shootings so far in 2022; in 2021, there was
only one. Three of the five officer-involved
shootings this year involved someone with a
mental health crisis.
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News

Foust Says He’s Not Running in 2023
No fifth term for
legacy leader.
By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

A

t the Aug. 2 meeting of
the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, John W.
Foust
(D-Dranesville)
announced that he will not run for
re-election in the upcoming November 2023 election. Foust said
he will have more to say on the
matter later.
“It has been an absolute honor
to serve on this board for the past
15 years, particularly with the current board, and I just love it. I want
to assure my constituents that we
will continue to work hard to represent you until my term ends on
Dec. 31, 2023,” Foust said. First
elected in November of 2007 to
represent the residents of McLean,
Great Falls, Herndon, and portions
of Vienna and Falls Church, Foust
was re-elected for four-year terms
in 2011, 2015, and 2019.
Chairman Jeffrey C. McKay (D)
said that Foust’s work on economic
initiatives and affordable housing
has been remarkable, especially in
the last two and a half years, which
have been some of the most difficult times to govern that anyone
can imagine. McKay recalled in the

Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors Chairman
Jeffrey C. McKay (D)
says that Foust will be
missed.

Supervisor John W.
Foust (D- Dranesville)
announces he is not
running again for the
supervisor’s seat.

late 1990s, attending the Sorensen
Institute for Political Leadership
with Foust and, like him, an “average citizen,” then being elected to
the board for the first time.
“It is something that I will always cherish,” McKay said. “Thank
you for your outstanding dedication to the people of the Dranesville District and the entire county.
… You’ve made the Dranesville
District a much better place to live,
thanks to your leadership. So, we
will certainly miss you.” McKay
said.
Foust chairs the Housing and
Economic Advisory Committees
and serves as Vice Chairman of
the Budget and Health and Human
Services Board Committees. Foust
represents Fairfax County on re-

gional boards
and
commissions, including Supervisor John W. Foust at the McLean Community Center renovation completion
the
Northern ribbon-cutting ceremony in December 2018.
Virginia Transportation Commission.
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dranesville/about-supervisor-foust
He has served the Dranesville
District and Fairfax County with
“hard work,” “advocacy,” and
“problem-solving leadership.”
Foust’s accomplishments as supervisor include helping to expand
full-day kindergarten countywide,
supporting funding for teacher
pay increases, obtaining funds to
widen Route 7, and constructing
numerous road and pedestrian improvements. He supported capital
projects in Dranesville, including
three new fire stations and two
renovated and expanded libraries,
In 2017, Lisa C. Merkel, mayor of Herndon, and Supervisor John
and he advanced the county’s efW. Foust celebrate the grand opening of Fairfax County Fire and
forts to address climate change.
Rescue Station # 4 in the Town of Herndon.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

”The community has spoken pretty loudly that they want to see the
single-lane bridge preserved. I agree with that,” Foust said. He was
referencing the Springvale Road bridge over Piney Creek in Great Falls.
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Map of the Dranesville District
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Entertainment

Be a part of our:
Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.
Delight in our HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek at the
top real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical
suggestions for your home.

The Lake Anne Cardboard Regatta will take place Saturday, Aug. 13 in
Lake Anne, Reston.

Lake Anne Cardboard Regatta.

Over 50 life-size cardboard boats created from cardboard and duct tape
will set sail and race on Lake Anne in Reston. Teams of all ages will race in
timed heats by rowing out to a designated buoy and back to the docks. Creative boat designs and costumes are encouraged. Prizes are awarded to the
fastest boats in each category and winners of the design contest. The consolation “Titanic” award is given to the vessel that sinks in the most epic fashion.
Join the fun by becoming a sponsor or register a team online today at https://
www.restonmuseum.org/cardboard.

REGISTRATION OPEN

2022 Northern Virginia Senior Olympics, Sept. 10-24. Register online
at www.nvso.us, $20 for unlimited events. Go to the website for
events, rules, eligibility, photos,
past results. For information, email
nvso1982@gmail.com.

SATURDAY MORNINGS

Summer Programming for Kids. 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. At Reston Museum, 1639
Washington Plaza, Reston. Reston
Museum is launching new summer
programming for kids! Visit the
Reston Museum to participate in
fun and creative activities inspired
by Reston’s history. Program is
free and everyone will receive an
Explore Reston packet.

NOW THRU DEC. 31

Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
At Reston Art Gallery and Studios,
11400 Washington Plaza W at
Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed
art projects for children (with
guardian) are offered at Reston Art
Gallery and Studios every Saturday
from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the
website: www.restonartgallery.com

SATURDAYS UNTIL DECEMBER

The Reston Farmers Market (sponsored by the Fairfax Co. Park
Authority) will take place at Lake
Anne Village from 8 a.m.-noon.
SNAP beneficiaries receive up to
$20 match. Visit http://restonfarmersmarket.com/

MCLEAN FARMERS MARKET

The McLean Farmers Market opened
for the 2022 season on May 6th,
at Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. The market
will run every Friday from 8
a.m. to noon through November
11. Local farmers and producers
will sell fresh produce and fruits;
breads and pastries; prepared
foods; meats: herbs; flowers, and
more. All products are grown or
produced by the vendors and come
from within 125 miles of Fairfax
County. For more information, see:
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/

Celebrate students, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,
Fun pages, the third week
of every month.
Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?

E-mail sales@connection
newspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431

HERNDON FARMERS MARKET

Thursdays through Nov. 3, 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. 765 Lynn St., Herndon,
VA, 20170 https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
herndon

GREAT FALLS
FARMERS MARKET

The Great Falls Farmers Market Outdoor Market is open every Saturday, Spring and Summer, 9 a.m. - 1
p.m., 778 Walker Road, Great Falls.
For vendors and weekly highlights
see https://www.greatfallsfarmersmarket.org/

NOW THRU AUG. 26 (FRIDAYS)

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Storytime for Little Historians. 11
a.m. The second annual Storytime
for Little Historians program returns this summer. Reston Museum
invites our youngest visitors to the
Reston Museum every Friday at
11 a.m. to listen to a story about
Reston or one of Reston’s founding
principles. Books for the program
come from the Reston Museum
and Reston’s Used Book Shop.
Program is offered free of charge
and each child will receive a goodie bag. Program is recommended
for children under 7. Visit www.
restonmuseum.org.

NOW THRU AUG. 18
(THURSDAYS)

Farmers’ Market Fun Days. At Town
Green, 730 Elden Street, Herndon.
Enjoy free kid-friendly entertainment on Thursdays running July
7–August 18 from 10:30-11:15
a.m. on the Town Green, 730
Elden Street. Before or after the
performance, people are welcome
to shop the locally grown and
homemade goodies at the Farmers’ Market from 8 a.m. - 12:30
p.m., on Lynn Street in historic
downtown Herndon. If inclement
weather occurs, call the Inclement

See Calendar, Page 6

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Calendar
From Page 5
Weather line at 703-435-6866 for
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
the status of the performance.
Entertainment Schedule:
Twitter @followfairfax
August 11: Groovy Nate - fun and edushowslocally
usingowned
exoticweekly
musical
Ancational
independent,
instruments
newspaper delivered
August 18: Rainbow Rock - plays
to homes and businesses.
original children’s music for the tot
Published by
rock set
Local Media Connection LLC
To learn more about the Town of
Herndon Parks and Recreation
1606 King
Street
Department,
visit herndon-va.gov/
Alexandria,
Virginia
22314
recreation,
or call
703-787-7300.
Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

AUG. 13-14

Back to School Book Sale. 10 a.m.
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
to 5 p.m. At Centreville Regional
Library, 14200 St. Germain Drive,
Centreville. Children’s, teen’s and
adult’s
fiction
and some nonfiction
NEWS
DEPARTMENT:
categories. Educators who show
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com
school ID will receive one book of
their choice
for Kimm
free. All sales beneMary
fit the Editor
Centreville
Regional Library.
and Publisher
No electronic scanners or phone
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
scanners will be permitted. Visit
Facebook page: @centrevillefriends
Mercia Hobson
Staff Reporter

Dan Navarro. 8 p.m. At Jammin Java,
mhobson@connectionnewspapers.com
227 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
Tickets are $22-$25. Visit www.
Ken Moore
jamminjava.com.
Contributing Writer
kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

SATURDAY/AUG. 13

’80s “The Legwarmers.” 7-9 p.m. Part
of the Summer Concert Series. At
Tysons Corner Center, McLean.
ADVERTISING:
Join Tysons
Corner Center on a
advertising
information
tourFor
through
the decades!
Listen
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
to your favorite songs on the plaza
703-778-9431
while enjoying
drinks and takeout
from the plaza retailers. These
Debbie
events are free toFunk
attend.
Display Advertising/National Sales

703-778-9444
SUNDAY/AUG.
14

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Concerts on the Green. 6-8 p.m. At the
Village Centre Green, Great Falls.
Griffin
FeaturingDavid
The HalFSmokes
- Rock
Marketing
from the
late ‘70sAssistant
to ‘90s drawn
703-778-9431
from classic
WHFS radio playlists.
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com
Hosted by Rossen Landscape.
Come relax at the Village Centre
Classified
& Employment
Green
and enjoy
laid-back evenings
Advertising
of good music
and good times with
703-778-9431
your neighbors.

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
@MaryKimm
TwitterPublisher
@followfairfax
Jerry Vernon
An independent,
locally owned weekly
703-549-0004
newspaper delivered
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com
to homes and businesses.
Published
by
In Memoriam
Local Managing
Media Connection
Editor LLC
Kemal Kurspahic
1606 King Street
Alexandria,
Virginia 22314
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong
Free
digital edition
delivered to
Production
Manager:
yourGeovani
email box.
Go to
Flores
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

CIRCULATION
NEWS DEPARTMENT:
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com
Mary Kimm
Editor and Publisher
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
Mercia Hobson
Staff Reporter
mhobson@connectionnewspapers.com
Ken Moore
Contributing Writer
kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com
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www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431
Debbie Funk

Employment
CIBT, Inc. in McLean, VA seeks a Software
Engineer to participate in the full software
development life cycle. Reqs. MS+2
or BS+5 yrs exp.; For further reqs. & to
apply visit https://corporate.cibt.com/career-search/ Req #: SOFTW002448

Employment

Employment

PRODUCT MANAGEMENT GROUP MANAGER
The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. seeks a Product Management
Group Manager in Tysons Corner, VA. The Product Management Group
Manager will be responsible for building, managing and leading analytics
& product for PNC’s Retail Lending Businesses including but not limited
to Mortgage, Home Equity, Student Lending, Business Banking, Auto, and
Card. Specific duties include: (i) defines the strategy and is responsible
for the business outcomes and customer experience results for a single
product portfolio. Drives business, financial and customer experience results for multi-faceted, complex products through the selection, design,
development and promotion of new and existing products or experiences; (ii) monitors the marketplace to assess product or experience trends
and results in order to recommend new products, new experiences or enhancements to existing products. Prioritizes and makes decisions regarding recommendations. Develops business case, business plan and roll-out
of specific products; (iii) reviews financial statements, sales or activity reports, or other performance data to measure productivity or goal achievement or to identify areas needs cost reduction or program improvement;
(iv) direct and coordinate activities of businesses or departments concerned with the production, pricing sales, or distribution of products; and
(v) direct administrative activities directly related to making products or
providing services. Manages engagements with internal and external information suppliers ensuring solution is fit for purpose while maintaining
appropriate governance and oversight.

SUBSCRIPTION
Sign up for toFREEallDIGITAL
of our papers

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Classified

Out of the
Woods …

Business
Directory

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Call 703-549-0004

for advertising information
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Landscape Drainage

Landscape Drainage

Master’s degree in Business Administration, Engineering, Mathematics,
Mathematical Finance, or Economics plus 6 years of consumer lending
experience at a financial services company. Experience must include: (i)
managing and executing initiatives > $1MM budget; (ii) leading technology initiatives for process simplification and customer experience enhancement in the lending and deposits space; (iii) optimization of staffing
requirements at a branch /similar location to manage customer needs appropriately by building and managing a capacity model; (iv) data mining
using SAS, SQL, Tableau, and financial analysis including NPV to build
a business case for launching new initiatives in the banking industry; (v)
experience of pricing and managing risk of a secured or unsecured line of
credit product including mortgage or home equity line; (vi) assessment of
loan portfolio performance; (vii) building of regression models using LGD &
PD (loss given default & probability of default) to forecast losses on loans
and estimate pricing of real estate owned properties; (viii) experience with
product delivery methodologies including waterfall and agile approaches;
and (ix) experience of managing a team.
40 hours/week, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Interested individuals apply online at
www.pnc.com using keyword R112608. PNC provides equal employment
opportunity to qualified persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, veteran
status, or other categories protected by law.

Sign upAdver
for sing
Learn About
DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
inFREEthe
Connecon
to all of our papers
and Digital Opons!
Adversing in the Connecon
and upcoming special secons:

connectionnewspapers.com/advertising

703.778.9431

or call
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Alexandria

Gazette Packet
Publishing Since 1784

25 Cents

March 24, 2016

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

And affiliated newspapers

Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

March 24, 2016

Newspapers & Online
MARCH 23-29, 2016

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Potomac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media.
Now we need help again in 2022.

… but still very much in the bushes, and I
fear without the ‘round-the-clock, extremely
attentive ICU staff on his case, there may be
some predictable out-of-sight/out-of-mind-type
problems. Beginning with: the nurses are not
responsible for only one patient. They may be
responsible for upwards of four or five others.
What that mean is the immediate response to
whatever problem the patient is experiencing
gets back-burnered/deferred to the more pressing demands of some other patient the nurse is
responsible for. Unfortunately, unlike Superman
(although there are many superwomen too),
they can’t split themselves in two, as Clark Kent
did in one television episode. We understand
and appreciate the never-ending demands
placed on today’s nurses. That being said, if the
hospital powers-that-be deem a transfer from
the ICU to a regular floor, it’s unlikely us powers
who can’t be have any appeal-type powers
to affect that. The previous three weeks have
spoiled us, no doubt.
In addition, I’m afraid the reality is for visitors of non-ICU patients, the visiting hours posted on the walls are more restrictive and there
will be less time for us to visit and encourage
the patient through his excruciatingly long and
difficult recovery. Granted, there’s likely to be
a phone in a regular room and a cell phone as
well would similarly be available, but right now
this patient doesn’t have the strength or capacity
to pick up a phone or manipulate its keys.
Moreover, as long as he’s a breathing through a
trach tube (until he can’t breathe consistently on
his own, which so far efforts to wean him off the
ventilator have been unsuccessful; septic shock
causes multiple problems), he cannot physically
even talk. For us then, the situation summarizes
as follows: if he can’t talk, and he can’t pick up
the phone/text (at present he doesn’t have the
dexterity to do either) and is likewise unable to
grab/press the nurse’s call button, and moreover, during this time, will likely be unattended
and unable to express his needs/requirements
(which are too numerous to mention) in any
way available, and perhaps you can appreciate
the challenging and stressful path forward for
him, and to a lesser degree, us.
This transition from 24-hour, many handson ‘round the clock care in ICU has, (which
together with this patient’s will to survive, has
enabled him to progress to this point), seems
not particularly patient friendly; not knowing
admittedly, the rules and regulations, policy
and procedures that a hospital must adhere
to (or else chaos would ensue, I imagine) isn’t
totally lost on us. However, common sense
must prevail occasionally, doesn’t it? I mean, a
relatively, helpless patient can’t be left to fend
for himself, or expect to improve if his medical quality-of-life is not being met because his
nurse has four other patients with varying needs
to tend to, none of which, selfishly speaking,
contribute to the health and well-being of this
recently transferred patient. But the hospital
serves the community, not one patient and it’s
their responsibility to serve multiple patients.
As Spock has said many times on Star Trek:
“The good of the many outweigh the good of
the few.” I get it. But in this case, if logic plays
any part in the decisions/process, well; let’s just
say I don’t agree since they’re “to do no harm.”
I understand, one single, solitary patient can’t
stand (lay, occasionally sit) in the way of progress, such as it is. However, it would be a damn
shame if while trying to move forward, we end
up going backwards. But what do I know? (As
has been made clear many times before in this
space: not much.)

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking forEach local newspapers mission aspires to provide great- ward into 2022.
er community service, and we do know that our communities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some bebridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.
Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
news, community events, school activities, and even picemployees, writers, contractors and suppliers.
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large naThe ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
tinue to be at risk.
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers.
Please, help save these historical papers.

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing
Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac

1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

25 CENTS Newsstand Price

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Vienna/Oakton / McLean Connection v August 10-16, 2022 v 7

8 v Vienna/Oakton / McLean Connection v August 10-16, 2022

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

