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Far left, Thomas
Brooke, Scoutmaster of BSA Troop
128, with troop
members who
serve as the color
guard for the
commemoration.
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Guests gather after celebrating on Aug. 21, the 2019
placement of a historical marker by the Fairfax County History Commission, commemorating the McLean
Volunteer Firehouse.

Engine No.1 was used by McLean Fire Station No. 1
until it was retired in the 1980s. It is currently featured
in McLean parades and serves as Santa’s sled.

Carole Herrick and Scott L. Spitzer, Esq.

Old Firehouse Center Historic Marker Celebrated
Honors McLean Volunteer Fire Department.
By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

M

ore than two years after installation, on Sunday, Aug. 21, the
Fairfax County History Commission and others celebrated
the dedication of the 32-inch-by-42-inch historical county roadside marker commemorating the McLean Volunteer Firehouse. The
historical marker is affixed to a 10-foot pole
in front of the McLean Old Firehouse Center,
streetside at 1440 Chain Bridge Road in McLean. According to Fairfax County Historic
Preservation and Heritage Resources, the
ceremony was scheduled for 2020, but pandemic restrictions postponed the event.
“This old firehouse stands as a reminder
of McLean’s early history in civic pride. It
is a testament to the countless number of
volunteers, both men and women whose
dedication and spirit honor we celebrate today,” read Mary Lipsey, a representative on
the Fairfax County History Commission and
chair of the marker program, from a letter
by Supervisor John Foust (D).
Local officials attended the celebration,
among them Paul Kohlenberger, president of
the Greater McLean Chamber of Commerce;
Anne Stuntz, president of Historic Vienna,
Inc.; Evan Braff, acting executive director of
the McLean Community Center; and Clyde
Clark. Clark has been with the Volunteer
Fire Department for 60 years and has served
20 years as the volunteer chief at the Mc-

Paul Kohlenberger, Greater McLean
Chamber of Commerce president
Anne Stuntz, president of the Vienna
Historical Society
Lean Station.
Representatives from the Fairfax County
History Commission and the McLean Historical Society, two of the organizations that
sponsored the marker, prepared to ceremonially “unveil” the buff and blue historical
marker emblazed with the Fairfax County
seal. The county’s distinctive colors are derived from the Fairfax Militia uniform worn
by George Washington. Members of the McLean Community Center and McLean Volun-
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teer Fire Department provided event assistance, and the public joined the celebration
at the Old Firehouse Center.
According to Carole Herrick, president of
the McLean Historical Society and member
of the Fairfax County History Commission,
the area surrounding the fire station was
once farmland. Locals recognized the need
for firefighting services in 1916. However,
they did not incorporate as the Volunteer
Fire Department until 1923.
The station was designated Company No.
1 because it was the first chapter of its kind
in Fairfax County. A two-bay cinder-block

Carole Herrick, president of the McLean
Historical Society and member of the
Fairfax County History Commission
station was constructed in 1925 and expanded in 1932.
Herrick retold stories she heard from
old-timers about weekly chicken dinners upstairs in the firehouse. According to Herrick,
a four-sided cupola on the firehouse was
used to spot potential enemy aircraft during
World War II. As the population grew, a larger, expanded station became essential. In
1948, a station with four bays replaced the
previous structure.
See Honors McLean VFD, Page 3
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Far left, Thomas Brooke, Scoutmaster of BSA Troop 128,
with troop members who serve as the color guard for
the commemoration.

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

John Hootman, chief of the Mclean Volunteer Fire Department, unveils the historical county roadside marker
commemorating the McLean Volunteer Firehouse.

Scouts of BSA Troop 128 post the colors.

Guests listen to the speakers.

Guests celebrate on Aug. 21, the 2019 placement of a historical marker
by the Fairfax County History Commission commemorating the McLean
Volunteer Firehouse.

John Hootman, chief of the Mclean
Volunteer Fire Department, unveils
the historical county roadside marker
commemorating the McLean
Volunteer Firehouse.

Honors McLean VFD
From Page 2

Herrick described in-station Thanksgiving turkey shoots. She said people
aimed their firearms out sight windows
at a target placed in a field roughly where
CVS is now. “I guess if you hit the target,
you got a turkey. I’m not sure really how
it worked, but there were turkey shoots,
and they were a big deal,” she said.
In 1949, the county started hiring firefighters. Samuel Redman was the first
paid firefighter. According to Herrick,
Redman was issued badge #1 and aswww.ConnectionNewspapers.com

signed to Station 1, McLean. Redmond
Drive is named after him and is located
adjacent to the station.
When the new station opened on
Laughlin Avenue in 1988, the vacant firehouse was ceded to Fairfax County. The
McLean Community Center converted it
into a teen center.
“Today, it remains a vibrant part of
our community serving not only teens
but seniors and individuals with physical
challenges. Old-timers I spoke to earlier
would be pleased,” Herrick said.

The Fairfax County History Commission’s
historical marker commemorates the McLean
Volunteer Firehouse.

Volunteer Mike Paris stands beside
Engine 1.

Vienna/Oakton / McLean Connection v August 24-30, 2022 v 3

News

Back to School with FCPS
A snapshot of
Aug. 22, 2022
By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T

he first day of school for
Fairfax
County
Public
Schools was breathtakingly early — Monday, Aug. 22. Here
are a few photos from the scene
around the county.
Dr. Michelle Reid, Fairfax County
Public Schools superintendent,
chats with a student at Kilmer
Center in Vienna.

Dr. Michelle Reid, Fairfax County Public Schools superintendent,
visits Forestdale Elementary School in Springfield.

Photos by FCPS photographers
Karen Bolt and Donnie Biggs
and via social media

Back to School at Stenwood Elementary School in Vienna.
Crossfield ES

Crossfield ES
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Great Falls ES
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
McLean AAUW to Hold
Jewelry Sale Fundraiser

T

he McLean Branch of the
American Association of
University Women (AAUW)
is holding a sale of gently used
jewelry on Saturday, Sept. 17, in
the McLean Community Center’s
parking lot. The event, which runs
from 9-1, will offer a wide selection of items, including vintage,
contemporary, ethnic and one-ofa-kind pieces.
The jewelry sale is the first in
a series of fundraising events
planned for 2022-23 to support
AAUW’s mission of promoting the
advancement of women and girls
through education, gender equity
and greater economic security.
For 50 consecutive years, AAUW
McLean held an annual used-book
sale that raised significant funds
for scholarships. The popular community event had to be postponed
during the Covid epidemic. Since
then, the book sale has not resumed because space donated in
the past by a local business is no
longer available and AAUW McLean has been unable to secure a
new location at which to collect,

sort and store the tens of thousands of donated books.
Anyone in the community willing to offer an empty storefront
or other space for several months
to support the used-book sale can
contact AAUW McLean through
the organization’s website, at
https://mclean-va.aauw.net/.
Founded in 1969, the McLean
Branch of AAUW sponsors a range
of programs in public policy, advocacy, education and gender equity. The Branch currently provides
scholarships for women returning
to Marymount and Trinity universities and Bennett College. To promote girls’ achievement in STEM
fields (science, technology, engineering and math), AAUW McLean
sponsors awards programs at the
Fairfax County Regional Science
and Engineering Fair and at McLean and Langley high schools.
The group recently introduced
a new program to recognize local
high-school students for their efforts to make their school environments welcoming to students of all
backgrounds, races and abilities.

Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics: Deadline
To Register is Aug. 31

“

N

orthern
Virginia
Senior Olympics is
celebrating its 40th
Anniversary this year,
Sept. 10-24,” says Chairman
Herb Levitan of Arlington. “We
are enthused by the number of
folks who are registering for
more than one event,” said Levitan. The deadline for registering
online is Wednesday, Aug. 31.
The registration fee is $20 which
covers multiple events. Participants must be 50 years old by
Dec. 31 and live in one of the
eight Northern Virginia jurisdictions which sponsor NVSO.
The opening day ceremony,
followed by seven track events
will take place in Arlington at
the Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 3501 S. 2nd Street at
9:30 a.m. The public is invited.
Over 70 individual events
will take place in 25 different
venues throughout Northern Virginia. Gold, silver and
bronze medals are awarded after each event. Most events are
played by gender in five and 10
year age groups . All events are

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

open to the public.
NVSO is sponsored by the
counties of Arlington, Fairfax,
Fauquier, Loudoun and Prince
William and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church.
NVSO is also supported by Gold
Patrons who contribute $1000
enabling NVSO to purchase and
replace equipment and services,
promote participation and provide awards of recognition.
100% of money donated is used
entirely for NVSO activities. It
is a non-profit 501-C-3 organization.
2022 Gold Patrons are Hunters Woods at Trails Edge, Chesterbrook Residences, Advanced
Hearing Services, Greenspring
Retirement Community, Westminster at Lake Ridge, Goodwin
Living, Facial Plastic Surgery
Center, The Jefferson, Ashleigh
at Lansdowne, Heatherwood
Retirement Community, Paul
Spring Retirement Community,
Wellington at Lake Manassas,
Koons Arlington Toyota, Chesterbrook Residences and Aarondale Assisted Living.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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ABC LICENSE

SRS CONCEPTS INC trading as Tyson’s
Beer & Wine, 8526 Leesburg Pike, Vienna,
Fairfax County, VA 22182-2405. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for a Wine and
Beer Off Premises/ Delivery Permit license to
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Vipul
Kapila, President. Date notice posted at establishment: 8/23/2022. NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be submitted to
ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper
legal notices. Objections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.
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The 29th Middle Eastern Food Festival will take place Sept. 3-4 at Holy Transfiguration Church in McLean.
REGISTRATION OPEN

2022 Northern Virginia Senior Olympics. Sept.
10-24. Register online at www.nvso.us, $20
for unlimited events. Go to the website for
events, rules, eligibility, photos, past results.
For information, email nvso1982@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY MORNINGS

Summer Programming for Kids. 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. At Reston Museum, 1639 Washington
Plaza, Reston. Reston Museum is launching
new summer programming for kids! Visit
the Reston Museum to participate in fun and
creative activities inspired by Reston’s history.
Program is free and everyone will receive an
Explore Reston packet.

NOW THRU DEC. 31

Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon. At Reston Art
Gallery and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza
W at Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed art
projects for children (with guardian) are offered at Reston Art Gallery and Studios every
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the
website: www.restonartgallery.com

SATURDAYS UNTIL DECEMBER

The Reston Farmers Market (sponsored by the
Fairfax Co. Park Authority) will take place at
Lake Anne Village in Reston from 8 a.m.noon. SNAP beneficiaries receive up to $20
match. Visit http://restonfarmersmarket.
com/

MCLEAN FARMERS MARKET

The McLean Farmers Market opened for the 2022
season on May 6th, at Lewinsville Park, 1659
Chain Bridge Road, McLean. The market will
run every Friday from 8 a.m. to noon through
November 11. Local farmers and producers
will sell fresh produce and fruits; breads
and pastries; prepared foods; meats: herbs;
flowers, and more. All products are grown
or produced by the vendors and come from
within 125 miles of Fairfax County. For more
information, see: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/farmersmarkets/

HERNDON FARMERS MARKET

Thursdays through Nov. 3, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
765 Lynn St., Herndon, VA, 20170 https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/herndon

GREAT FALLS FARMERS MARKET

The Great Falls Farmers Market Outdoor Market
is open every Saturday, Spring and Summer,
9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 778 Walker Road, Great
Falls. For vendors and weekly highlights see
https://www.greatfallsfarmersmarket.org/
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

NOW THRU AUG. 26 (FRIDAYS)

Storytime for Little Historians. 11 a.m. The
second annual Storytime for Little Historians
program returns this summer. Reston Museum invites our youngest visitors to the Reston
Museum every Friday at 11 a.m. to listen to a
story about Reston or one of Reston’s founding principles. Books for the program come
from the Reston Museum and Reston’s Used
Book Shop. Program is offered free of charge
and each child will receive a goodie bag.
Program is recommended for children under
7. Visit www.restonmuseum.org.

SATURDAY/AUG. 27

Rotary Satellite Club of Herndon-Reston Nonperishable Food and Hygiene Collection. 10
a.m – 12 p.m. Drop off nonperishable food
and hygiene items: ArtsHerndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon. (www.ArtsHerndon.org).
Your support addresses food insecurity in our
community benefiting LINK, https://www.linkagainsthunger.org and F.A.I.T.H. https://www.
faithus.org. Contact Elysa: Elysa@HerndonTech.com or Pat: PatriciaRhoads@aol.com.

SATURDAY/AUG. 27

Over the Edge Urban Rappelling Fundraiser. 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. At The Plaza at Tysons Corner
Center. Helping Haitian Angels and the Hyatt
Regency Tysons Corner Center in partnership
with Helping Haitian Angels and the Hyatt
Regency Tysons Corner Center will host the
2nd Annual Over The Edge Urban Rappelling
Fundraiser to Benefit Orphaned and Abandoned Children in Haiti.
Helping Haitian Angels (HHA), a local nonprofit
caring for orphaned and abandoned children
in Haiti, is partnering with Over The Edge
(OTE), an adventure experience company
based in Nova Scotia, Canada, to host an
outdoor urban rappelling fundraiser on Saturday, August 27, 2022. Participants raising
a minimum of $1,200 for the nonprofit are
invited to rappel 14 stories over the side of
the Hyatt Regency Tysons Corner Center to a
Landing Zone just above the Tysons Corner
Center plaza, allowing their Courage to Create Opportunities for children who need help.
Those interested in rappeling can register at
https://www.helpinghaitianangels.org/overthe-edge/.

SUNDAY/AUG. 28

Concerts on the Green. 6-8 p.m. At the Village
Centre Green, Great Falls. Featuring Mike
Terpak Blues Explosion - Industrial strength
eclectic electric blues
Hosted by AOG Wealth Management. Come relax
at the Village Centre Green and enjoy laidback evenings of good music and good times
with your neighbors.

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Alexandria

Gazette Packet
Publishing Since 1784

25 Cents

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

And affiliated newspapers

Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

March 24, 2016

Newspapers & Online
MARCH 23-29, 2016

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Potomac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media.
Now we need help again in 2022.

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking forEach local newspapers mission aspires to provide great- ward into 2022.
er community service, and we do know that our communities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some bebridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.
Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
news, community events, school activities, and even picemployees, writers, contractors and suppliers.
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large naThe ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
tinue to be at risk.
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers.
Please, help save these historical papers.

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing
Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac

1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

To invoke one of my late mother’s favorite
expressions, which most definitely applies to
this patient’s current tenure in the hospital: “It’s
enough already.” But it’s not, unfortunately. It is
about slow incremental progress which enables
the doctors to contemplate a more substantive
plan going forward. The next two steps (not
literally) involve the patient being able to breathe
on his own, and in so doing, disconnect him
from the ventilator. Then, and in what order I
haven’t a clue, eliminate the need for kidney
dialysis. Once the patient can breathe normally
and exhibit stable kidney function, he will have
succeeded where none of the doctors initially
treating him in SICU thought he would. I remember one critical care doctor’s assessment of
this patient very clearly: “He’s the sickest patient
in the hospital.” (At last check, there are over
900 beds in this hospital.) And yet, here we are,
relative calm with the patient getting better every
day or so it seems (comparatively speaking). As
his recovery continues to improve, a different
physician from his treatment past and present:
critical care, internal medicine, pulmonology,
cardiology, nephrology, general surgery, and
burn surgery to the physical, occupational, and
respiratory therapists, and of the course all the
nurses who have seen him at his worst; and to a
man/woman, they are all amazed at how far he’s
come. Apparently, septic shock is all it’s cracked
up to be.
We are so proud of his will to survive and
we’re constantly reminding him of how amazing
his progress has been. Nevertheless, it’s not having the desired effect. Oddly enough, the better
and more back to normal he gets, the more
aware he is of situation/hospital confinement.
Though he’s hooked up to a lot less stuff (at one
time, he had eight different I.V.s connected to
his body, plus a feeding tube, a 24-7 dialysis
machine, a heart monitor with a 24-7 heart
rate, pulse, and oxygen measures, along with a
full time blood pressure cup, a ventilator and a
wound vac for the leg where the infection that
precipitated this near disaster in the first place
and what am I forgetting? Something, I’m sure.
In addition, his arms are still restrained (because
he’s pulling at – and out, some of his tubes) and
so he can hardly move and certainly hasn’t had
any food or water down his throat because of the
trach tube inserted just below his Adam’s apple.
And what’s worse, as he improves every day and
becomes more aware of his current condition,
he is becoming increasingly frustrated by his
limitations. And what’s even worse, we can’t do
anything about any of it except talk and try to
reassure and encourage him. But as they say:
“Talk don’t feed the bulldog.”
Moreover, I know he’s sick of us talking,
trying to keep his spirits up. We try to keep him
current on news, weather, and sports, to the
minimal extent to which he’s interested. But
mostly, he wants his car keys so he can go home.
(To say that’s not possible is the understatement
of the year.) The dilemma is that what’s likely to
lead most to a speedy recovery and return home,
is exactly what he or the doctors absolutely
can’t rush: time. Until his body/bodily functions
become more normal, he can’t do anything but
March
lay 24,
in 2016
waiting, so to speak. There is a television
in the room but his interest in watching anything
is negligible. We can tell however that his mind
is beginning to process information as he’s
asking more questions, especially the existential
kind: “What am I doing here?” But it’s only over
time that we’ll be able to put his thoughts, plans,
hopes and dreams into practice. And on his best
day, before any of this happened, he’s kind of
impatient. On his worst days: now; well, let’s just
say it’s becoming increasingly more difficult to
placate him (understandably so). He’s come so
far, but I worry that these next few steps (some
literally, actually), might be his toughest yet.
However, from what I’ve witnessed over this last
month, I have no doubts that he’ll be up and
at’em eventually. It just won’t be soon enough
for him. Still, he’s lucky to be alive, really, and
you can be sure that we’ll tell him, repeatedly.

25 CENTS Newsstand Price

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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