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Time sensitive material. 
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Student Scholars Excel 
Page 2

Shiloh Baptist Church 
Celebrates 150 Years

Pages 3, 4

It’s a Hit! Hundreds Attend
Page 5

I scream. You scream. We all scream for ice 
cream, patiently though, at the Old Firehouse 
block party to mark 32 years of the Old Firehouse 
Center serving the Greater McLean community.
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2022 NATIONAL PRESENTING SPONSORS

The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s® is full of flowers, each carried by 
someone committed to ending this disease. 
Because like flowers, our participants don’t stop 
when something’s in their way. They keep raising 
funds and awareness for a breakthrough in the 
fight against Alzheimer’s and all other dementia. 

It’s time to add your flower to the fight.

THESE 
FLOWERS
HAVE A LOT 
OF FIGHT 
IN THEM.

Additional Walks available. Find one near you at alz.org/walk 
 
OCTOBER 8     THE NATIONAL MALL
OCTOBER 23   RESTON TOWN CENTER

JOIN US AT 
ALZ.ORG/WALK

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
his school year, McLean 
High School has 23 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalists, which is 

the highest number in the school’s 
history. The number of semi-final-
ists varies from year to year, but 
McLean HS usually has about 13 

students named, according to El-
len Reilly, principal of McLean HS.

Reilly said that the only expla-
nation she can think of for this 
year’s high number is that the stu-
dents’ dedication to their studies 
is the reason. “We are quite proud 
of each one of these students and 
grateful to all the FCPS educators 
who supported them along the 
way,” Reilly said.

Prestigious achievement for 
PSAT takers.

McLean HS Counts  
23 National Merit  
Scholarship Semifinalists

Photo courtesy of FCPS 
First row left to right, Ethan Zhou, Tejini Holavanahali, Kristina 
Knauss, Emma Yang; (second row left to right) David Vergano, Zay-
lie Tamashiro, Olivia Zhang, Genavive Lotfi, Everly Johnston, Anna 
Raymond, Sianna Khandhar, Nandita Boddu, Noah Chin, Jeffrey 
Cheng; (third row left to right) Shubham Dey, Michael Wang, Eman-
uel Rouvelas, Ethan Ye, Benjamin Woods, Jack Apigian, Donghwa 
Shin; and (not pictured): Yeonsu Ju and Joseph Barboriak.

See Calendar, Page 6

UNTIL SEPT. 30
Summerfest. 7 – 9 p.m. At Tysons Cor-

ner Center, McLean. The Summer-
fest continues through September 
with Earl’s Happy Hour, Kids 
Concert Series, Tysons Fit Club, 
Outdoor Family Movie Nights, 
Summer Concert Series, and live 
music on the plaza. 

 
SEPT. 15-OCT. 2
Mlima’s Tale by Lynn Nottage. Thurs-

days at 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8 
p.m., Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m., 
Sundays at 2 p.m. At 1st Stage, 
1524 Spring Hill Road Tysons. 
Tickets: Tickets: $50 general 
admission, $47 seniors (65+), $15 
students, educators, and military. 
Purchase online at www.1ststage.
org or 703-854-1856.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 23
Wheel of Fortune Live! At Capital One 

Hall, Tysons Corner.   Guests can 
audition to go on stage and feel 
like they stepped into the game 
show itself. They will have the 
chance to spin a replica of the 
Wheel and solve the puzzles on the 
tour’s puzzle-board to win fantastic 
prizes including $10,000, a trip to 
Paris, Hawaii and more. Tickets 
start at $51. For tickets, visit www.
WheelofFortuneLive.com. Call 
(800) 514-ETIX (3849). 

SEPT. 24-OCT. 30
Fall Festival.  At Reston Farm Garden 

Market, 10800 Baron Cameron 
Ave., Reston. The festival will run 

Calendar
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News

See Helping, Page 4

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

O
ne hundred-fifty years 
ago, in 1872, Shiloh 
Baptist Church was 
organized with seven 

members under the leadership of 
the Reverend Cyrus Carter. The 
congregation worshipped in the 
one-room Odricks Schoolhouse, lo-
cated at the intersection of Spring 
Hill and Lewinsville Roads in what 
is now McLean. 

On Sept. 18, 2022, members of 
one of the oldest African-Amer-
ican churches in Fairfax County, 
its senior leaders, clergy, officials, 
presenters, and supporters gath-
ered at the 150th Church and 15th 
Pastoral Anniversary Worship Cel-
ebration to recognize the occasions 
serving by the greatness of Grace.

“I’m proud to stand on the 
shoulders of some strong and 
powerful predecessors who have 
led us through some years, some-
times (with) some toils and some 
snares... I pray for a day and time 
we don’t have to call it social jus-
tice. We can just call it justice,” 
said Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Robert F. Cheeks,Jr., with his wife, 
Assistant Pastor Constance Cheeks, 
seated nearby. “God has shown us 
time and time and time and time 
again how amazing Grace is. … 
(And) here is our moment in time; 
we do this together. That is what 
this really is about.” 

Michelle Spady, chair of the 
Anniversary Planning Team, said 
they stood upon a foundation built 
through faithfulness to God. Spady 
said that she struggled with what 
to say that morning. She told of 
her inspiration, noticing a letter on 
her computer from the Rev. Canon 
Leonard L. Hamlin Sr., Canon Mis-
sioner and Minister of Equity and 
Inclusion at Washington National 
Cathedral. He had requested that 
Spady incorporate it into the cel-
ebration.

According to Hamlin’s letter, 
which Spady read, the 150th an-
niversary of Shiloh Baptist Church 
was an opportunity to reflect on 

Sesquicentennial Celebration 
For Shiloh Baptist Church
Gathering 
to celebrate 
150 years in 
McLean-Odricks 
Corner.

Michelle Spady, chair of the Anniversary Planning Team (right), 
presents gifts of appreciation to the Rev. Dr. Robert F. Cheeks Jr. 
and Assistant Pastor Constance Cheeks celebrating their 15 years 
of ministry at Shiloh Baptist Church on the occasion of the church’s 
150 anniversary.

Jeffrey C. McKay, chairman of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, holds the resolution 
congratulating Shiloh Baptist Church on its 150th 
anniversary and for its prominent role in the 
county’s history.

Adrian Steele, member of Lewinsville Church in 
McLean

On Sunday, Sept. 18, members and friends of Shiloh Baptist Church 
in McLean celebrate its 150th anniversary and 15 years of ministry 
by Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. Robert F. Cheeks Jr., and Assistant Pastor, 
Constance Cheeks.

Deaconess Brenda Johnson 
reads a letter signed by Gov. 
Glenn Younkin congratulating 
Shiloh Baptist Church on its 
sesquicentennial.

 Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Robert F. Cheeks, Jr. of 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Odricks Corner-McLean.

the past, examine the present, 
and grasp the future. Hamlin had 
written that there were insufficient 
words to express his feelings as he 
reflected on this momentous occa-
sion. Nevertheless, he wrote, “We 
are praying and looking forward to 
worshiping, witnessing, discipling, 
and transforming lives in the pow-
er of God.”

Deaconess Brenda Johnson read 
a letter signed by Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin. 

“Your leadership, knowledge, 
and experience will continue to 
guide, comfort, and inspire your 
congregation. The First Lady and I 
pray that on the sesquicentennial 
anniversary, the Lord will continue 

Surrounded by her family, baby Genesis Reneigh 
Fennell awaits her dedication during the service.

Photo by 
Mercia Hobson

The Connection
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Gathering to Celebrate 150 
Years in McLean-Odricks Corner

News

From Page 3
to embrace your congregation and 
lift you up as you guide them in 
the coming years,” the letter from 
Youngkin said.

Jeffrey C. McKay, chair of the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors, said that it was a testament 
to the individuals involved in the 
work they do to do good for “not 
some, but all,” people.

“So, I come here today not only 
to celebrate 150 years of this as-
sembly and our history but also to 
celebrate our past, to reckon with 
our past, and to make sure that we, 
as the people, government, reli-
gious, all people, work together to 
do better in the future, in our pur-
suit of justice and equity and fair-
ness for all people,” McKay said.

“And Lord knows, right now, 
we need all the help and all the 
strength possible to carry on that 
mission and to continue to do what 
I always say is the most important 
thing for all of us, which is to ad-
vance always, always as a commu-
nity,” McKay added.

McKay then presented a resolu-
tion on behalf of Fairfax County’s 
nearly 1.2 million residents and 
the Board of Supervisors to com-
memorate the momentous occa-
sion. It described the church’s his-
tory and how, for 150 years, Shiloh 
Baptist Church has provided spiri-
tual leadership and dedicated ser-
vice to the McLean community and 
the greater region. 

Adrian Steele, a member of the 
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church 
nearby also read a resolution. 
Steele said that Bible studies had 
taken place between the two 
churches, but the pandemic in-
terrupted them. Now they were 
considering how to serve the com-
munity and each other better and 
more effectively. He read, “We give 
thanks to God for the many ways 
that you preach the gospel, serve 
the community, provide spiritual 
and material support, and bear 
witness to the Kingdom of God in 
our community.”

Before transitioning from the 
celebratory presentations, Cheeks 
said that some had asked why he 
would insert a Baby Dedication on 
this day. “Why not? … We gather 
to be who we are. We gather to cel-
ebrate what we have done for 150 
years,” he said. 

“We’ve served. We’ve led. We’ve 
ministered. We’ve blessed babies. 
We’ve united individuals in the 
holy matrimony. We’ve baptized. 
We’ve served communion. And 
what a fitting moment to have in 
the midst of looking back, reflect-

ing back, and being thankful about 
what’s ahead. Because all that be-
comes the catalyst that propels us 
forward. But (what’s) more appro-
priate for us, as the church, to be 
the church in a moment like this… 
(than) to dedicate his children?” 

The parents and families of ba-
bies Courtland Creed Baker and 
Genesis Reneigh Fennell brought 
them forward for the Rev. Dr. 
Cheeks Jr. to bless and dedicate. 

“What an amazing story for their 
lives,” he said.

The Baby Dedication of Courtland Creed Baker and Genesis Reneigh Fennell.

Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Sunday, 
Sept. 18, 2022.

The current Shiloh Baptist Church McLean-Odricks Corner.

The Baby Dedication of Courtland Creed Baker 
and Genesis Reneigh Fennell.

The refurbished bell of Shiloh Baptist Church 
rings again, marking the occasion..

The one-room Odrick Schoolhouse along Lewins-
ville Road.

A pair of 
photos, 
one of the 
one-room 
Odricks 
Schoolhouse 
where the 
congregation 
of Shiloh 
Baptist 
Church wor-
shipped and 
the current 
church, 
installed on 
the wall of 
the McLean 
Community 
Center, show 
that the 
church was 
organized in 
1872.
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McLean Community Center
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean VA 22101
703-790-0123, TTY: 711
www.mcleancenter.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
In-Person Public Hearing on

the McLean Community
Center’s FY2024 Budget

(July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024)

Small District 1A-Dranesville residents who wish to speak 
at the Public Hearing are asked to call 703-790-0123, 
TTY: 711, to be placed on the speakers list. The draft 
budget proposal is available on the Center’s website. 
Copies will be available at the Public Hearing.

Written comments may be delivered to the McLean 
Community Center (see address below) marked 
“Attention: Executive Director,” or sent by email to 
holly.novak@fairfaxcounty.gov. Written comments may 
be provided after the Public Hearing up through 
Monday, Oct. 24.

McLean Community Center Governing Board
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 6:30 p.m.

From left, Alex Bruno, 8, Marc Salameh, 16, Xander Arends, 16, and 
Jack Bracken at the Klime Wall.

Viral Amin at the Old Firehouse 
Center block party.

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he Old Firehouse Center 
in McLean celebrated 
32 years of service to its 
community on Saturday, 

Sept. 17. Located at 1440 Chain 
Bridge Rd., the Firehouse is a di-
vision of the McLean Community 
Center.

Patrons enjoyed hits by DJs from 
Hot 99.5’s live broadcast and food 

from Listrani’s Italian Gourmet 
Pizza and Ben & Jerry’s ice cream.

The Old Firehouse is an 
award-winning facility, the first of 
its kind in Fairfax County. It pro-
vides a safe environment for fifth-
through-ninth-graders to partici-
pate in recreational activities with 
on-site experienced staff members.

Harvest Happenings by the Mc-
Lean Community Center is Satur-
day, Sept. 24, with free admission; 
registration is required.

32rd Old Firehouse Block Party

Bastiaan, 8, Sander, 4, and their 
dad, newly relocated to McLean 
4 weeks ago, take in the “Old 
Firehouse” block party to mark 
32 years of the Old Firehouse 
Center serving the Greater Mc-
Lean community.

I scream. You scream. We all 
scream for Baskin Robbins 
ice cream, patiently though, 
at the “Old Firehouse Center” 
block party.

Upper body strength is crucial for 
Xander Arends, 16, as he makes 
it to the top of the Klime Wall.

Block party time at the historic Old Firehouse Center in McLean

At the 32nd Old Firehouse 
Center Block Party held on 
Saturday, September 17, from 
1- 4 p.m., guests had so much 
fun to cover in so short of time 
that they got dog tired, like this 
fella, and needed to rest.

It’s a hit as crowds flock for the fun.

Community
Photos by Mercia Hobson/ The Connection
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Harris Nathan Miller passed away from pancreatic cancer on September 15, 
2022. He was just 71 years old, and a beloved husband, father, and grandfa-
ther.
Harris was born in Pittsburgh, PA, and remained a life-long Steelers fan. His 
brilliance and drive carried him from summers working in a steel mill and his fa-
ther’s car wash to the University of Pittsburgh (where he was Man of the Year in 
1972) and then to Yale for graduate study in political science. A fellowship took 
him from the study of politics to its practice in Washington, DC. In the Carter 
Administration, Harris helped design the Senior Executive Service. On Capitol 
Hill, he worked on the Judiciary Committee for Congressman Ron Mazzoli, de-
veloping the 1986 Simpson-Mazzoli Act, which reshaped US immigration law.
He went on to lead two trade associations. Most notably, at the Information 
Technology Association of America, he helped define the relationship between 
the federal government and a booming Silicon Valley and played a lead role in 
coordinating the public-private response to the Y2K threat. His time at the As-
sociation for Public Sector Colleges and Universities reflected his lifelong pas-
sion for expanding educational opportunities, which he continued to advance 
in semi-retirement as a co-founder of the Campaign for Free College Tuition.
That campaign was only one among a seemingly endless list of volunteer lead-
ership roles, particularly in education, the arts, veterans’ affairs, and politics. 
Harris served, at various times, on the boards of the Virginia Opera, the Na-
tional Philharmonic, the American Heart Association, the George Washington 
University Heart and Vascular Institute, the Virginia Lottery Board, and as Chair 
of the Fairfax County Democratic Committee (1986-1993). A 2006 run for the 
Democratic nomination for the US Senate in Virginia garnered an enthusiastic 
endorsement from The Washington Post. In all this work, Harris showed a ge-
nius for bringing people together, for working out policy details, and for making 
government serve people better.
He was passionate about travel, bridge, playing his saxophone, and listening to 
music. He was an avid collector of pens, watches, records, and hats. He loved 
golf almost as much as he loved his wife of 42 years, Deborah. He was a man 
of great brilliance, humor, and passion. He is lovingly survived by his wife, his 
two children, Derek and Alexis, his five perfect grandchildren, Hiram, Rina, Na-
dia, Roxanne, and Melody, and his sister, Lee. May his memory be a blessing.

Obituary Obituary

FORMER OWNERS NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the Provisions of 
the Code of Virginia (1950) as amended 33.2-1005A 
(formerly 33.1-90A). This is to notify Percy Talley, their 
heirs or assigns, of the opportunity to purchase property 
located between 38th Place North and North Richmond 
Street, in Arlington, Virginia. (No Tax Map or Parcel # 
Assigned). Contact Jordan Cheresnowsky at Jordan.
Cheresnowsky@VDOT.Virginia.gov, 703-259-2971, Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation – Right of Way and 
Utilities Divisions, 4975 Alliance Drive, Fairfax VA
22030 by October 17, 2022.

Calendar
From Page 2

Friday, Saturday and Sundays 
September 24 to October 30 with 
five 90 minute online ticketed 
sessions.  Fall Festival hours are 
Friday through Sunday  10:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m to 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m., 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., and 
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
$28 per child and $7  per parent, 
children 2 and under free.   For 
times and tickets visit https://
www.restonfarm.com/fall-fest.

 
SATURDAY/SEPT. 24
Harvest Happenings. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

At McLean Community Center, 
McLean. Celebrate autumn with 
your family! Harvest Happenings is 
an indoor-outdoor festival with live 
entertainment, a petting zoo, crafts 
and games. Visit the pumpkin 
patch and purchase a pumpkin to 
decorate at the crafts station. Visit 
mcleancenter.org

SATURDAY/SEPT. 24
DOGFEST. 11-3 p.m. At Reston Town 

Center, Reston. For DogFest 
Washington DC 2022 benefiting 
Canine Companions. Furry friends 
and their families are invited to 
join us for a day of fun, festivities, 
contests, graduate speakers, dog 
demonstrations, and more. Reg-
ister for free at www.canine.org/
DogFestWashingtonDC to receive 
a FREE DogFest bandana for your 
dog. Canine Companions provides 
expertly trained service dogs to 
adults, children, and veterans 
with disabilities FREE of charge. 
Celebrate the community of people 
and dogs that make it possible for 
Canine Companions to show that 
the most advanced technology 
capable of transforming the lives 
of people with disabilities has a 
cold nose and a warm heart. www.
canine.org/DogFestWashingtonDC

 
SATURDAY/SEPT. 24
Reston Association (RA) presents Dog 

Paddle.  Register in advance at 
RA Dog Paddle events. Then bring 
your dog to swim at the Ridge 
Heights Pool that has closed for 
the season at your registered time. 
Located at 11400 Ridge Heights 
Rd, Reston.

SEPT. 24-25
The Annual Civil War Books, Relics 

and Memorabilia Show will be 
held at the Arlington-Fairfax Elks 
Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd, Fair-
fax, on Saturday and Sunday Sept. 
24 and 25, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. both 
days. Admission is $5 per person. 
Vendors are welcome. For informa-
tion, call Bud Mayo, 703-389-1505 
or mayo5304@cox.net

SUNDAY/SEPT. 25
Concerts on the Green. 6-8 p.m. At the 

Village Centre Green, Great Falls.  
Featuring Mars Rodeo – original, 
classic and modern rock. Come 
relax at the Village Centre Green 
and enjoy laid-back evenings of 
good music and good times with 
your neighbors.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 25
NatureFest. 1-5 p.m. At Runnymede 

Park, 195 Herndon Parkway, 
Herndon. NatureFest is a hands-on 
nature event, which spotlights the 
animals, plants, and insects that 
live in Runnymede Park.  Event 
participants can visit eighteen 

See Calendar, Page 7
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And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

After way too many months to remember; my 
eagle, so to speak, has finally landed. The Enten-
mann’s “Marshmallow Iced Devil’s Food Cake” is 
once again in the house. The only problem is its 
size, it’s too small. A sheet cake type-size would 
be ideal. Nevertheless. Cake one will likely be 
consumed in a day, two maximum. Followed by 
cake number two which will suffer a similar fate. 
In my house anyway, if the Entenmann’s cake 
referenced above was an animal, it would sit atop 
the endangered species list. Moreover, I had written 
in a previous column moaning about my difficul-
ties finding this item locally; even going so far as 
calling the parent company, “Bimbo Bakers USA” 
at their headquarters in Horsham Township, Pa. 
My thinking was, perhaps if I could speak with a 
distribution or public relation’s person, maybe they 
could determine where, specifically, this item is 
being delivered. Unfortunately, the call was in vain, 
as the cake couldn’t be located. In fact, the woman 
with whom I spoke wasn’t even familiar with this 
item. Amateur. This escalation is some context for 
what action has followed.

This unsuccessful attempt followed my initial 
pursuit which was to visit my local Giant super-
market (after perusing the Entenmann’s website 
which also proved unsatisfying) to speak with the 
store manager about possibly adding this cake to 
their rather pedestrian weekly inventory of cookies, 
other cakes, donuts, and such. I was told that the 
Entenmann’s order is handled by a middleman-type 
vendor who isn’t even a Giant employee. As a 
result, Giant has no control/ability to submit any 
amended weekly list to accommodate my needs. 
Very disappointing. Therefore, I am stuck between 
a chocolate fudge cake, a cheese Danish/pastry, 
and an array of miscellaneous donuts/popems. 
None of which compares to the “sinfully good 
cake with heavenly Marshmallow frosting” as it’s 
described on the Entenmann’s website under “Deli-
cious Products.”

The reason I was forced to take this action is be-
cause the Entenmann’s website provided no relief. 
There is a “store locator” feature on the site which 
enables the user to specify the item and then find 
it, if available/delivered within a 20-mile radius 
(maximum distance, from the zip code provided). 
After multiple visits to their site, I came away unre-
quited. I was out of any alternative ideas to reach 
this promised land. Then it hit me, perhaps the 
cake is located/distributed in other less local – to 
me, supermarkets, and so on a few occasions when 
I was further than 20 miles from my home, I would 
stop in a local supermarket or two (it didn’t have to 
be a Giant; I’ve bought the cake at Safeway before, 
twice) and cross my fingers and hope to buy. That 
too, on the occasions which presented themselves, 
likewise proved unsuccessful.

And there the pursuit has remained, stalled 
almost, until Sept. 10, a day that will live in Lourie 
lore. That’s the day when the eagle that had been 
flying around with no place to land indeed found 
its landing spot. It all happened so unexpectedly, so 
innocently, when I wasn’t necessarily even thinking 
about the cake (it’s rare, but it does happen) that it 
makes the reward all the more sweeter. As former 
vice president Hubert Horatio Humphrey, Jr. (1965 
to 1969) might have said: “I am pleased as punch” 
to have found and already eaten in their entirety, 
both cakes. They never stood a chance, really. (And 
yes, they were as delectable as ever.) Not that it 
had been years since I was last lucky enough to 
find/eat this cake, it only seemed like it. Neverthe-
less, it was still long enough by half for yours truly 
to be deprived of something so essential to my 
existence; especially considering that as a cancer 
patient who was initially diagnosed with terminal 
lung cancer, you want what you want because you 
may never be able to want it again. A “13 month to 
two-year” prognosis will do that to you.

Next week the details of this most fortuitous 
circumstance which led to this auspicious and 
memorable occasion. The working/likely title: “As I 
Was Saying Last Week.”

Having My Cake, 
and Eating It Too

different nature stations, which 
include butterflies, fish censusing, 
life in the meadow, birds, and 
Nature Olympics. Visit herndon-va.
gov for more information.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 25
Food For Others 5K & Fun Run. 8 a.m.- 

Kids race, 8:30 a.m.-5K race. At 
Tysons Corner Center (parking lot), 
McLean. Food For Others nonprofit 
organization serviced in Northern 
Virginia focuses on the distribution 
of food to communities in need. In 
support of the 5K race is to help 
those struggling with food insecu-
rity. The $35 registration fee for 
the race will contribute to helping 
21 families with a gallon of milk, 7 
students with weekend meal packs, 
or 1 family with 3.5 days’ worth of 
meals. Same-day registration for 
the race starts from 7am to 8am 
for $40.  Visit https://foodforoth-
ers.org/tysons-5k-and-fun-run/

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 28
The Caboose Comes to Town.  7 p.m. 

At the Herndon Historical Society 
Depot Museum, 717 Lynn Street, 
Herndon. Email HerndonHistori-
calSociety@gmail.com for Zoom 
information.

SATURDAY/OCT. 1
Oktoberfest Vienna. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

At Church Street in Vienna.
3 Stages of Entertainment, Two Beer 

and Wine Gardens, Great Interna-
tional Food, Free Kids Activities 
and Games, Car Show, Business 
Expo, Vendor Market, Handcraft-
ers.  Visit the website: ViennaOkto-
berfest.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 1
Reston Community Yard Sale. 8:30 

a.m. 12018 Sunrise Valley Drive, 
Reston.

SATURDAY/OCT. 1
Reston 75-family Yard Sale. Halley 

Rise Complex, 12010 Sunrise 
Valley Drive, Reston, from 8:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Register at  RA’s 
Community Yard Sale. Bargains on 
children’s clothes, toys, furniture, 
and more. Sign up for a booth 
covering two parking spaces.

THURSDAYS/OCT. 4-25
Big & Messy Art classes for kids, a 

four-session class.  Brown’s Chapel 
Recreation Area, 1598 Browns 
Chapel Road, Reston. Click this link 
to register or for further details: 
Big & Messy Art class details. Kid-
create Studio partners with Reston 
Association.

SATURDAY MORNINGS
Summer Programming for Kids. 9 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. At Reston Museum, 1639 
Washington Plaza, Reston. Reston 
Museum is launching new summer 
programming for kids!  Visit the 
Reston Museum to participate in 
fun and creative activities inspired 
by Reston’s history. Program is 
free and everyone will receive an 
Explore Reston packet. 

NOW THRU DEC. 31
Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 

At Reston Art Gallery and Studios, 
11400 Washington Plaza W at 
Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed 
art projects for children (with  
guardian) are offered at Reston Art 
Gallery and Studios every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the 
website: www.restonartgallery.com

Calendar
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