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On Election Day, from left, Carla Lanza, 
Pam Masaniello and Suzanne Charleston 
at Precinct 322 Forestville in Great Falls 
cover the Republican tent.
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

G
reat Falls voters were up 
early and casting ballots 
in the midterm elections 
of 2022. At precinct 322 

Forestville, only the 11th Con-
gressional District race for the US 
House of Representatives was on 
the ballot. James (Jim) Myles (R) 
challenged Gerald E. (Gerry) Con-
nolly, the incumbent (D).

The Virginia State Senate Dis-
trict 38 race and the VA House of 
Delegates District 6 race will be 
held on Nov. 7, 2023.

Virginia had no 2022 ballot ini-
tiatives comparable to Maryland’s 
Question 4, “Legalize marijuana in 
Maryland,” and California’s Prop-
osition 1, “Provide a state consti-
tutional right to reproductive free-
dom, defined to include abortion 
and contraceptives.”

Outside, close to the polling lo-
cation, four people, one Democrat 
and three Republicans covered the 
two campaign tents. When asked 
what mattered to them in this elec-
tion, each individual responded 
differently

At the Republican Tent Carla 
Lanza listed three issues: “Educa-
tion, crime, and inflation.” 

Pam Masaniello said that it in-
volved multiple administration-re-
lated matters. “Anything that will 
help us change the tenor of what’s 
going on, with the hostility with 
schools, with promoting policies 
that are detrimental to our chil-
dren. I’m pro-life, but it’s more 

Great Falls on Election Day 2022

A Fairfax County Officer of Election checks voting status. A voter hands over his ID to a Fairfax County Officer of Election.

Jennifer covers the Democratic campaign tent outside of Precinct 
322 Forestville in Great Falls.

From left, Carla Lanza, Pam Masaniello and Suzanne Charleston at 
Precinct 322 Forestville in Great Falls cover the Republican tent.

than that. It’s what we’re doing 
with our children in the school sys-
tem. These are very important to 
me.” 

Suzanne Charleston said, “It’s all 
about the economy.”

Over at the Democratic Tent, 
Jennifer smiled, glanced over at 
the Republican tent, and said, as-
suring,” There are Democrats in 
Great Falls. 

We live here. We are part of this 

community, and we love this com-
munity. We want better things for 
our community, and we greet each 
other, say hello, and welcome our 
neighbors. We’ve had several new 
neighbors come through today, 

and this is our first time voting in 
Great Falls.”

Catherine Moran, Chief Election 
Officer at Precinct 322, reported 
369 votes as of 10 a.m. on Election 
Day.
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

D
ouble your pleasure, 
double your fun” is 
how the Rotary Club 
of Great Falls sup-

ports the community needs 
of Cornerstones. Michael Broyles, 
president of the Rotary Club of 
Great Falls, and Bob Dinkel, Ro-
tary’s Cornerstones point person, 
presented $1,000 in $25 gift cards 
to Cornerstones at Reston’s Embry 
Rucker Shelter on Tuesday, Oct. 
23.

Rotary had previously provid-
ed 75 to 100 clients at the shelter 
with a boxed restaurant meal each 
quarter. Volunteering was hardest 
when locating restaurants that ca-
tered with discounted boxed meals. 
Dinkel named four local restau-
rants that, knowing the cause Ro-
tary was addressing, stepped up to 
the plate, literally; Canteen D’Italia 
in Herndon (Jason), Mookie’s BBQ 
in Great Falls (Brian), Gregorio’s 
Trattoria at North Point in Reston 
(Christopher), and Brx American 
Bistro in Great Falls (Ash). Rotary 
bought the food, served the clients, 
and helped in the kitchen.

For the third quarter, Rotary 
asked Cornerstones what they 
needed most. The Wishlist? Cor-
nerstone said gift cards were ap-
preciated. Dinkel approached the 
Great Falls Rotary Board, which 
granted $1,000. Rotary bought 
$25 Target and gas gift cards to 
distribute.

“You would think it would be 
easy to obtain gas cards, but many 
gas stations don’t offer them. You 
have to go high and low for gas 

cards,” Dinkel said. He found them 
at a Chantilly Mobile station, 20 in 
total. “It was as if it were meant to 
be,” Dinkel said.

Broyles recommends gift cards 
because they let displaced individ-
uals buy food, toiletries, and gas 
to get back on their feet and then 
cover other costs. Everyone’s needs 
vary. In comparison to quarterly 
meals, gift cards fulfill a broad-
er need. Dinkel and Broyles were 
thrilled with the idea. They gave 
the gift cards to Meridith Hovan, 
vice president of resource devel-
opment at Cornerstones outside of 
the Embry Rucker Shelter on Oct. 
25. She lauded Rotary’s quick proj-
ect turnaround.

Hovan said Cornerstones knew 
of the many needs in the commu-
nity before the pandemic but did 
not realize their depth or breadth. 
Food insecurity, affordable hous-
ing, and family and individual sta-
bility remain priorities. Gift cards 
help shelter residents cope with 
unexpected crises we all experi-
ence, but people who are financial-
ly on the edge are hit the hardest.  

Rotary announced a surprise 
on Monday, Nov. 7. It is nearing 
the next quarter. Rotary Club of 
Great Falls is also giving Corner-
stones $1,000 in gift cards for its 
“Cards for Kids” holiday campaign, 
from Amazon, Dick’s, Kohl’s, and 
Walmart.

“We plan to stop by and meet 
with Meredith at Cornerstones at 
the Sunset Hills Road offices on 
Wednesday to deliver the cards, as 
we did at the shelter. I’m glad to 
see that Rotary is able to support 
Cornerstones and the local com-
munity they serve,” Dinkel said.

“

Support for Embry Rucker Shelter 
& Cards for Kids.

Rotary Club of Great Falls 
Provides $2,000 in Gift 
Cards to Cornerstones

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
From left, Everett George at Cornerstones and Meridith Hovan, vice 
president of resource development at Cornerstones, accept $1,000 of 
Target and Mobile gas gift cards from Michael Broyles, president of 
the Rotary Club of Great Falls, and Bob Dinkel, Rotary’s Cornerstones 
point person outside of the Embry Rucker Shelter in Reston.
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Faster & More Reliable 
Travel on I-66

CARPOOL –  COMMUTER BUS –  VANPOOL

Learn More at Transform66.org

EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS:
New HOV-3+ carpools can get cash rewards of up to $366 per person

Commuter bus service is expanding on OmniRide and Fairfax Connector 

Vanpools offer additional discounts and time savings

I-66 is changing from HOV-2+ to HOV-3+ when the full I-66 Express Lanes open in late 2022

66 Express Lanes Inside the Beltway
Operates during weekday peak periods 
in peak commute directions only

66 Express Lanes Outside the Beltway
Operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week

N

HOV-3+ Rides for Free

See Support, Page 11
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Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes 

views on any public issue.
Letters must be signed. Include home 
address and home and business num-

bers; 
we will only print your name and town 

name. 
Letters are routinely edited for length, 

libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.

com/contact/letter/
By email: editors@connectionnewspa-

pers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The 

Connection 
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our Facebook 

page or find us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/connectionnews-

papers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette

https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
https://twitter.com/followfairfax

Opinion

Delegate Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

O
n Tuesday of next week commut-
ers in the region will realize a 
long-promised and anticipated 
opening of the Silver Line. Wash-

ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(WMATA, commonly referred to as Metro) cur-
rent ending at Reston Station just east of Res-
ton will be extended to six more stations past 
Reston and Herndon to Dulles Airport and two 
stations in Loudoun County. 

While many have commented on the rail 
extension easing trips to the airport, the per-
sons on those trips will constitute only ten to 
fifteen percent of persons using the line. Most 
of the riders will be commuters going to and 
from work from Loudoun County through the 
District of Columbia to Largo,  Maryland or vice 
versa and any of the stops in between while re-
maining in the same seat. 

The Silver Line will tie Northern Virginia into 
the Metropolitan region as nothing has before. 

Certainly there will be workers in Loudoun and 
Fairfax who will take the train downtown to the 
District of Columbia saving them time and gas 
and parking money. At the same time there will 
be workers in Arlington who will commute to 
western Fairfax on the Silver Line, and there 
will be airport workers up and down the line 
who will get to work by train. You can substi-
tute tourist for worker in any of these scenarios 
for those visiting the region will realize the val-
ue of this new artery in the area.

I have been involved in Dulles Metro Rail is-
sues since the late 1980s for I was convinced 
that heavy rail was the best option to serve our 
region. Washington, D.C. up until this time was 
the only major capital city in the world that did 
not have a rail connection to its major airport. 
Beyond the airport traffic demands was the 
commuter traffic that jammed our roads even as 
we added and then expanded toll lanes to the 
Dulles Access Road. While the extension is now 
complete, it is over-budget and past deadline, it 
is miraculous to those of us working on it daily 

over the decades that it has now been finished.
There was a debate that went on for years 

as to whether heavy rail was the best option 
over bus rapid transit or light rail. Each year we 
will learn that heavy rail was the best option 
to carry the increasing ridership that will de-
velop. There was a strong debate over whether 
the line should be built over or under Tysons 
Corner. Costs made that decision for us as the 
above ground option was less expensive except 
for the short tunnel that goes under the hill at 
Tysons Corner. Many of us wanted the station 
at Dulles Airport to be under the terminal, but 
again the issue of cost won out.

In 1998 I founded the Dulles Corridor Rail 
Association (DCRA) to advocate for the rail ex-
tension along with many business and commu-
nity leaders. We breathed life back into the proj-
ect the many times it seemed doomed. I know 
the people who worked with me on DCRA share 
the pride I feel In this important infrastructure 
addition that will enhance the quality of life in 
our communities.  

All Aboard Metro Silver Line Phase II

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

The Closet of the Greater 
Herndon Area hosted an 
open house for represen-

tatives of local social service agen-
cies. The event allowed the store’s 
new manager, Tempestt Ware 
Harmon, to introduce herself and 
speak about updates to the vouch-
er program.

The Closet’s authorized refer-
ring agencies, including LINK, 
Herndon-Reston FISH, Ayuda, and 
others, can provide vouchers up to 
two times per year to their clients 
who need assistance to meet their 
basic needs. Harmon said that the 
clients could visit The Closet and 
based on their needs, select house-
hold items, toys, clothing, and 
most any type of knickknacks to 
decorate their new home or shel-
ter space. They are responsible for 
determining what shoes, clothing, 
blankets, and bed sheets they re-
quire.

“It is entirely up to them,” said 
Harmon. “Only glass case items, 
including jewelry and the more ex-
pensive knickknacks, are exempt.” 
According to Harmon, vouchers 
have range from $60 per person to 
$380 per family. 

Gene Wiley, president of the ex-
ecutive committee of The Closet 
said the organization donated over 
$100,000 worth of free merchan-
dise to the voucher program the 

year prior and over $1 million in 
goods since 2007.

Harmon said, “My number one 
goal was to make sure that I got fa-
miliar with the staff and the volun-
teers to build a good rapport with 
everybody. But then also making 
sure that I put the customer first 
and the clients participating in the 
voucher program.” Harmon said 
that with her background in fash-
ion merchandising, she is maxi-
mizing The Closet’s square footage 
and efficiency. In addition, The 
Closet provides free bakery items 
donated by local grocery stores.

The Closet at 845 Station Street, 
Herndon, is accessible via public 
transportation, including the Fair-
fax Connector buses 937 and 950, 
and RIBS 5. For the Metro trip 
planner, visit http://www.wmata.
com.

The Closet’s Annual Everything 
Christmas Sale

The Closet’s Annual Everything 
Christmas Sale will be held on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 (3 – 7 p.m.) and Sat-
urday, Nov. 12 (9 a.m. – 12 p.m.) 
at the Herndon Moose Lodge, 779 
Center Street, Herndon. This is just 
around the corner from The Closet 
and should be your first stop for 
Christmas and seasonal items for 
holiday decor, gifts, toys, and en-
tertaining. 

Besides shopping at the sale, 
please consider helping The Closet 
make the sale a tremendous suc-

cess by volunteering. Volunteers are 
needed on Nov. 11 and 12 during 
and after the sale. Go to our Sig-
nUpGenius link to see the volun-
teer opportunities: Volunteer for 
Everything Christmas Sale. https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c-
0c45aba62ba6f4c61-theclosets 

General manager of The Closet of Greater Herndon 
shares information on voucher program.

Meet Tempestt Ware Harmon

Representatives of six agen-
cies, Hunters Wood Fellowship 
House, LINK, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Christian Church, 
Fellowship Square Foundation, 
Ayuda, and Herndon-Reston 
FISH, along with Gene Wiley, 
president of The Closet of Great-
er Herndon, Inc. (front), listen 
to Tempestt Ware Harman intro-
duce herself as general manager 
of The Closet.

Tempestt Ware Harmon, general 
manager of The Closet of Great-
er Herndon, Inc.

Photos by  
Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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Bob Nelson

703-774-9830 | BothBobs@BobNelsonTeam.com
www.GreatFallsTeam.com 

Bob Nelson, Jr.

The Great Falls Team

For Sale

$2,600,000 - Great Falls
11316 Inglish Milld Dr: 9BR, 6FB, 1HB 

Learn more and take a virtual tour at
www.InglishMill.com

For Sale

$3,400,000 - Great Falls
510 Arnon Meadow: 7BR, 6FB

To be built - 8,400 square foot home in
the heart of Great Falls.  

Sold

$1,525,000 - Great Falls
714 Gouldman Ln: 4BR, 3FB, 1HB 

Sold for $225,000 above asking price! 

Sold

$978,000 - Reston
2012 Lakebreeze Way: 4BR, 3FB, 1HB

Won the contract in a multiple offer
situation without the highest priced offer.

Sold

$700,000 - Burke
9493 Harrowhill Ln: 5BR, 2FB, 1HB 

Estate sale that sold quickly for full price!

Sold

$1,100,000 - Great Falls
10423 Deerfoot Dr: 5BR, 2FB, 1 HB 

Sold quickly before it went on the market

Sold

$415,000 - Herndon
13324 Schwenger Pl: 3BR, 2FB, 1HB

Updated home with a new kitchen close to the future Metro
and Worldgate Centre Shopping and entertainment in

Herndon.

Sold

$2,100,000 - Great Falls
1023 Millwood Ln: 5BR, 4FB, 2HB

Secured Home Inspection and other contingencies in a
market where few buyers were getting contingencies.

Pending

$275,000 - Great Falls
 Beach Mill Rd: .58 Acres

Wooded half acre lot with a 2 acre zoning. If combined with
neighboring 9.7 acre property the combined land could

potential provide five lots.

Sold

$1,052,000 - Lake Anna
541 Lake Anna Dr: 3BR, 2FB

We work throughout Virginia and secured a vacation home
for our client at Lake Anna.  We helped our client get this

home for more than $100,000 under the asking price!

 

DON'T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CHANGING MARKET!  
CALL US TO DISCUSS A PLAN FOR BUYING OR SELLING 703-774-9830

Keller Williams Realty
703-430-9008

11/21/22 - Navy SEAL Foundation
2/13/23 - CIA Officers Memorial Foundation
3/14/23 - Our Community Salutes

Congratulations Bob Sr. for being the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors® 2022 Good Neighbor Award Recipient!
Join us at the Old Brogue at one or all of our next events!  Call/email for more info.

4/17/23 - Operation Second Chance
5/15/23 - Our Military Kids
6/12/23 - PAWS for Purple Hearts
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IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD.· GREAT FALLS, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies
 Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

AUTO• HOME  • LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Open Saturdays
Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

Visit

State Farm Insurance

Sign up for
Sign up for

FREE D
IG

ITA
L SUBSC

RIPTIO
N

to all of our papers
w

w
w

.c
o

nne
c

tio
nne

w
sp

a
p

e
rs.c

o
m

/sub
sc

rib
e

mcleancenter.org

McLean Antiques
Show & Sale

Find the best assortment of antiques, art and collectibles at
this highly celebrated show of more than 40 years. Spanning
centuries, discover historical items, as well as the unusual,
from scores of reputable dealers.

Admission: $10, Free for children age 17 or younger.
Admission price is good for both days. Take $1 o� with a
show card or this ad.

Saturday, Nov. 12, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 13, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

1234 Ingleside Ave.
McLean, Va. 22101

703-790-0123, TTY: 711

2022 MCLEAN HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
FRUIT SALE 
Help support the McLean High School Band 

programs by purchasing fresh fruit from Flor-
ida. For over 40 years, the MHS Band Fruit 
Sale has offered high quality citrus from the 
Florida groves. This year you can purchase 
Navel Oranges, Mandarin Oranges, Grape-
fruit or a Fruit Sampler. Place your order 
online through November 9th at http://www.
floridafruitstore.com/McLeanHSBand. Fruit is 
for pick-up only on Saturday, December 10th 
at McLean HS, 1633 Davidson Road, McLean. 
E-mail fruitsale@mcleanband.org

 
OCT. 21 - NOV. 13
”Frankenstein.” At NextStop Theatre Company, 

269 Sunset Park Dr., Herndon. By Nick Dear, 
adapted from the novel by Mary Shelley. 
Celebrate Halloween season with this thrilling 
stage adaptation of Mary Shelley’s science 
fiction masterpiece. Enter the dark world of 
Victor Frankenstein, as he attempts to deci-
pher the secret of life by creating a childlike, 
but grotesque shadow of a human. Recom-
mended for mature audiences. Visit www.
nextstoptheatre.org

 
WEDNESDAY/NOV. 9
Talk on Lyme and Vector Borne Illnesses. 5:30 

p.m. At Greenfare Restaurant, 408 Elden 
Street, Herndon. What is the incidence and 

prevalence in our area? How do you prevent 
bites? How do you remove a tick? What are 
the signs and symptoms of Lyme? Is labwork 
accurate? What is the status of a vaccine? 
Come hear answers to these questions and 
more from a Lyme survivor, advocate, and 
health coach. RSVP: mveiga@mylymeguide.
com

Link to event: https://greenfare.com/event/the-
latest-on-lyme-disease/

NOV. 10-12
“Blue Stockings.” At Marshall High School. Mar-

shall High School’s Statesmen Theatre kicks 
off their 2022-23 season with the play Blue 
Stockings by Jessica Swale. For more tickets 
and information, visit their website at www.
statesmentheatre.org.  

THURSDAY/NOV. 10
Albert Castiglia Band. At JVs Live Music Room in 

Falls Church. Albert won the Best Blues Rock 
Artist award from The Blues Foundation in 
Memphis, toured on his own and with friend 
and label-mate Mike Zito, on their Blood 
Brothers Tour and recorded a Blood Brothers 
album with Zito that Joe Bonamassa and Josh 
Smith produced. 

 
FRIDAY/NOV. 11
Veterans Day Ceremony. 11 a.m. at Great Falls 

Freedom Memorial, behind Great Falls Li-
brary, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The 
ceremony will honor all who have served our 
country in the Armed Forces.  The event will 
include a color guard, patriotic songs by the 
Langley Madrigals, and remarks by retired 
Army Command Sergeant Major Howard E. 
Urban. Updates to the schedule will be posted 
at www.gffreedom.org

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 12
Gin Dance Company Presents ‘I Am Here.’ At the 

Capital One Hall, Tysons. 7:30 p.m. “I Am 
Here” will be comprised of three World Pre-
mier pieces choreographed by GDC Artistic 
Director, Shu-Chen Cuff. Visit www.gindance.
org

SATURDAY/NOV. 12
Fall Bazaar and Craft Show. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

At Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, 400 
Center Street, South Vienna. Offered for sale 
will be crafts, holiday decorations, items for 
your home, clothing and gifts for that special 
someone. A delicious lunch menu is planned, 
as well as a bountiful homemade baked goods 
table. Looking for a unique find? Come shop 
at Vera’s Attic table. Fire Department T shirts 
will be available for purchase. Proceeds from 

Calendar

”Blue Stockings” will be performed at Marshall High School on Nov. 10-12, 2022.

See Calendar, Page 9

The McLean Antiques Show and Sale 
will take place Nov. 12-13 at the McLean 
Community Center.
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Here’s the deal. 
You switch. You save.

The right insurance at the right 
price is available now.  On average, 
you’ll save $597*!  All you need to 
do is make  the switch. It’s easy. 
Just  call me today..

Like a good neighbor,
 State Farm is there.®

* Average annual per household savings based on 
a national survey by State Farm® of new policyholders .

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA  20190

ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CTR
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG
703-435-2300

the rental of the table spaces and 
raffles benefit the fire department 
in their effort to raise funds for life 
saving fire and rescue equipment. 
For information, or to reserve a 
space and request an application, 
please call Carol at 703-309-3468 
or email Dancers1023@aol.com, 
or Lisa at 703-981-4504 or email 
lisaemerson3@verizon.net. Admis-
sion is free.

SATURDAY/NOV. 12
NVMR Train Station Open House. 1-5 

p.m. At Vienna Train Station, 231 
Dominion Road, NE, Vienna. Stop 

by the Historic Vienna Train Sta-
tion where you can see and hear 
HO scale model trolleys and trains 
including Thomas and some of his 
friends on display and in opera-
tion. Great family fun and activity 
for the young and young-at-heart. 
Hosted by the Northern Virginia 
Model Railroaders. See www.nvmr.
org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 12
Dark Sky Celebration. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

At Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain 
Bridge Road, McLean. The Fairfax 
County Park Authority is part-
nering with the McLean Citizens 
Association, Dark Sky Friends and 

From Page 8

Calendar
the Analemma Society to host a 
celebration of the importance of 
dark skies. The free event will have 
hands-on activities and educational 
opportunities about how to protect 
the night sky. Learn about night 
time wildlife and constellations. 
Come experience the night with 
us and enjoy a small campfire and 
cocoa. Call 703-324-8671.

SATURDAY/NOV 12
Second Saturday at Reston Town 

Center. 1-6 pm. The streets of 
Town Center will come alive with a 
Kids’ Zone, Game Zone, Pet Zone, 

See Calendar, Page 10
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musical entertainment, and much 
more! Free and open to the public. 
Second Saturdays: October 8, 3-8 
p.m.; November 12, 1-6 p.m.; and 
December 10, 1-6 p.m.). Sip & 
Stroll will be allowed on Market 
and Library Streets between the 
red lines (barricades), with alcohol 
available for purchase from and at 
the starred establishments on the 
map. For November and December, 
alcohol must be cleared from the 
footprint by 6:30 p.m.

NOV. 12-13
McLean Antiques Show and Sale. 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday; 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
At McLean Community Center, 
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. The 
McLean Antiques Show and Sale 
will feature an exciting selection 
of designer vintage clothing and 
American Folk Art as well as well-
known traditional show offerings. 
The show brings together a fine 
selection of antiques dealers from 
eight states from New England to 
North Carolina. Admission is $10 
per person for both days of the 
show. Children and teens under 
age 18 will be admitted free of 
charge. For a list of dealers, visit 
www.dfshows.com.

SUNDAY/NOV. 13.
Explore the War of 1812. Noon to 3 

p.m. At Historic Colvin Run Mill, 
10017 Colvin Run Road, Great 
Falls. Visit Colvin Run Mill to 
discover how communities, such as 
Colvin Run, supported the young 
U.S. Navy during the War of 1812. 
Government procurement was 
different in the 19th century; learn 
how women made uniforms, while 
grist mills, such as Colvin Run, 
helped feed sailors. Come hear 
members of the Ship’s Company 
and the War of 1812 reenactors 
describe life at sea. Call 703-759-
2771.

UNDAY/NOV. 13
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 p.m. 

and 6:30 p.m. At the Old Brogue 
Pub in Great Falls. Featuring The 
Sean Heely Celtic Trio which fea-
tures U.S. National Scottish Fiddle 
champion, singer and harper Seán 
Heely, bouzouki genius, singer and 
bass guitarist Beth Patterson, and 
dancer Agi Kovacs who accompa-
nies their innovative repertoire of 
tunes, ballads, sea shanties, and 
songs in the Irish and Scottish folk 
traditions.  Visit seanheely.com/
sen-heely-celtic-trio

 
TUESDAY/NOV. 15
Five Hills Garden Club welcomes all 

to join us as they enhance their 
knowledge and skills in gardening, 
floral design, landscape design, 
garden therapy, beautification, 
and preservation.  Club highlights 
include new friendships, local field 
trips, community service, monthly 
guest speakers, and educational 
opportunities through National 
Garden Clubs.  Meetings held the 
third Tuesday of the month, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., at Vienna Presby-
terian Church, Vienna. Visit: www.
https://fivehillsgardenclub.org 

THURSDAY/NOV. 17
Performing Arts Documentaries. 1 p.m. 

At the Alden Theater, McLean Com-
munity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean. Learn a little about the 

From Page 9
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Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As a former C.F.P. (Certified Financial Planner) 
and insurance broker prior to joining Connection 
Newspapers as an advertising representative in late 
February 1997, I have an above-average familiar-
ity with stocks, bonds, mutual funds, insurance, 
annuities, and money matters in general. It’s not as 
if I could teach a class on any of these topics, but 
I’d likely have a pretty good understanding of what 
I was being taught. Moreover, debt consolidation, 
mortgage refinancing and the use and abuse of 
credit was similarly familiar to me. I understood 
their pros and cons, and their dos and don’ts. They 
were not exactly products I could sell. Rather they 
were situations I could possibly discuss/utilize to 
provide clients some unexpected financial relief/
assistance.

Speaking of credit cards: I got my first credit 
card in 1977. How do I know that year? Because 
that was the year I got engaged and I used my brand 
new “Central Charge” card (a credit card local to 
the DMV) to pay for the dinner the night I surprised 
my wife, Dina with the engagement ring that I had 
laid away. Once I experienced the convenience of 
using a credit card to pay for something I couldn’t 
readily afford, I was hooked, like so many of us; 
and I’ve been on a slippery slope ever since. Over 
the ensuing years, I’ve cash-advanced and consol-
idated mountains of debt enabling me to navigate 
the many cross currents of familial and financial 
ups and downs. And from my perspective, I should 
receive a lifetime achievement award for keeping 
our credit history as clean as it still is. Unfortu-
nately, my wife, Dina has never agreed with this 
assessment. Not that the mundane world of income 
and outflow ever interested her; nevertheless, she 
expected results.

So here we are, almost 45 years since that 
engagement still having differences of opinions 
concerning money; made even more significant 
now that we’re both over age 65 and I’m only work-
ing part time and Dina is, as she’s fond of saying: 
“Presently not working.” There’s enough money to 
go around but after it has completed its journey, it’s 
kind of tuckered out and the few dollars remaining 
make very little sense.

Consolidating credit card debt into one lower 
monthly payment at a lower interest rate is on paper 
a reasonable and mostly prudent action. However, 
as a practical matter, I don’t see how, given today’s 
online lifestyle and new consuming patterns, it 
could work, especially if the goal is to have fewer 
monthly payments; not the same number, just with 
different lenders/cards. Albeit at a lower rate – for a 
while. Still, fewer monthly obligations are the goal, 
not having the same amount. Consolidate doesn’t 
mean differentiate.

As a few examples of my dilemma: Many of us 
shop at Costco. A membership is required to shop 
there. A membership card, with your picture on it is 
also required. For convenience, and miscellaneous 
other benefits, it makes sense to use a Costco Visa 
credit card as your method of payment. Not using 
their card wouldn’t be a hardship per se, but it 
would minimize the gains realized shopping there. 
Since it serves its own unique purpose, I feel com-
pelled to keep it.

Many of us also shop online with Amazon. 
To facilitate your online transactions, using their 
Amazon-brand Visa makes an otherwise arduous 
process, simpler. If I consolidate it elsewhere, that 
next Amazon purchase won’t be as easy or as bene-
ficial. Again, that card is a keeper.

Our everyday Visa is a United Miles Visa. We’ve 
used it for over 20 years. Fortunately, or not, due to 
years of accumulating debt, we’ve earned multiple 
airline trips for free to California, Idaho, Colorado, 
Utah, Wyoming, and Montana, expensive trips, 
especially to Bozeman in Montana. The West is 
amazing, but it usually requires an airline flight to 
get there. If we have to carry/accrue debt, I’d rather 
there be some benefit to it, considering the interest 
isn’t as deductible as it used to be.

Lastly, my wife has her own American Express 
card. It provides her independence – from me. If we 
consolidate, it must go. Do I really want to sacrifice 
her independence for my financial gain. As you 
can see, there are other consequences/extenuating 
circumstances, to consolidating. It’s not always 
about the money.

If I were to consolidate, it seems to me, given 
the consuming world in which many of us live, 
I’d be stuck with more cards, more payments, less 
convenience, and more aggravation. The exact op-
posite of what I intended. “Too much for anybody’s 
nerves,” to quote my late mother.

Give Me Some 
Credit, Will You?

performing arts through these one-hour (or so) 
documentaries. Join Performing Arts Director 
Sarah Schallern Treff for a discussion after.

NOW THRU DEC. 31
Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon. At Reston Art 

Gallery and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza 
W at Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed art 
projects for children (with guardian) are of-
fered at Reston Art Gallery and Studios every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the 
website: www.restonartgallery.com

SATURDAYS UNTIL DECEMBER
The Reston Farmers Market (sponsored by the 

Fairfax Co. Park Authority) will take place at 
Lake Anne Village in Reston from 8 a.m.-
noon. SNAP beneficiaries receive up to $20 
match. The market will continue until Decem-

ber. Visit http://restonfarmersmarket.com/
 
MCLEAN FARMERS MARKET
The McLean Farmers Market opened for the 2022 

season on May 6th, at Lewinsville Park, 1659 
Chain Bridge Road, McLean. The market will 
run every Friday from 8 a.m. to noon through 
Nov. 11. Local farmers and producers will sell 
fresh produce and fruits; breads and pastries; 
prepared foods; meats: herbs; flowers, and 
more. All products are grown or produced by 
the vendors and come from within 125 miles 
of Fairfax County. For more information, see: 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farm-
ersmarkets/

GREAT FALLS FARMERS MARKET
The Great Falls Farmers Market Outdoor Market 

is open Saturdays, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 778 Walk-
er Road, Great Falls. For vendors and weekly 
highlights see https://www.greatfallsfarmers-
market.org/

From Page 10
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Shepherd’s Center of McLean-Arling-
ton-Falls Church (SCMAFC), an all-volun-
teer organization, is seeking additional vol-
unteers to support its mission of providing 
free transportation to seniors for medical 
and dental appointments or run errands to 
grocery stores and pharmacies.

The Center is an all-volunteer non-profit 
organization [501(c)(3)] that has been op-
erating since 2006.

 The total number of rides provided in 
2022 is expected to exceed 2,500, but to ful-
ly respond to recent increases in the number 

of requests, there is a need for more volun-
teers to join the current team of 60 volun-
teer drivers. “Of the rides provided, roughly 
75% are medically related, 25% grocery, and 
1% for handy helper needs,” said Tom Cal-
lanen, Board Chair. 

For volunteers there is no minimum com-
mitment. Volunteers are free to choose how 
often and when they drive. 

For detailed information or to apply, 
please visit the Center’s website https://sc-
mafc.org/volunteer or call (703) 506-2199 
and leave a message.

Shepherd’s Center Seeking 
Volunteer Drivers

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment (FCFRD) will participate in the An-
nual National Capital Region Fire and EMS 
Departments’ 2022 TOYS FOR TOTS Cam-
paign. The intent of the campaign is to bring 
holiday joy and deliver a message of hope to 
children. Stations will accept donations now 
through Sunday, December 11, 2022.

Collection boxes will be placed outside 
the front door of each fire and rescue sta-
tion every morning. Residents will be able to 
drop off toys until 8:00 p.m., each evening.

Please help us to help those less fortunate 
this holiday season. Thanks to the generosity 

of those who live and work in Fairfax Coun-
ty, FCFRD was able to provide the Marines 
with approximately 25,000 toys last year!

Children who are served by this cam-
paign include toddlers and youths through 
age 17. The campaign will only accept new, 
unwrapped toys. Toys used as weapons or 
considered to be weapons (i.e., toy guns or 
knives of any kind) will not be accepted. 
Checks or money orders for donations must 
be made payable to TOYS FOR TOTS.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Stations 
will accept donations through Sunday, Dec. 
11, 2022. 

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
To Collect for Toys for Tots

News

SHEPHERD’S CENTER SEEKS VOLUN-
TEER DRIVERS
Shepherd’s Center of McLean-Arlington-Falls 

Church (SCMAFC), an all-volunteer orga-
nization, is seeking additional volunteers 
to support its mission of providing free 
transportation to seniors for medical and 
dental appointments or run errands to 
grocery stores and pharmacies.

The Center is an all-volunteer non-profit 
organization [501(c)(3)] that has been 
operating since 2006.

The total number of rides provided in 2022 
is expected to exceed 2,500, but to fully 
respond to recent increases in the number 
of requests, there is a need for more 
volunteers to join the current team of 60 
volunteer drivers. For volunteers there is 

no minimum commitment. Volunteers are 
free to choose how often and when they 
drive. 

For detailed information or to apply, visit the 
Center’s website https://scmafc.org/vol-
unteer or call (703) 506-2199 and leave 
a message.

 
SUPPORT GROUPS
The Shepherd’s Center of Northern Virginia 

Caregivers’ Support Group takes place the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month, 
10-11:30 a.m. via Zoom. This group is 
for caregivers of family members with 
dementia.  Meetings are gently facilitated.  
For more information and to get the Zoom 
link, contact Jack Tarr at jtarr5@verizon.
net or 703-821-6838.

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos 
and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event. 

Bulletin Board
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9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

 703-759-9190 • GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

703-757-3222 

sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Work with the #1 Realtor Twee Ramos, Susan Canis, 
Joe Trippi and Justin Scango

Great Falls                           $1,351,000Ashburn                                    $495,000

SOLD
   SOLD

Great Falls                       $1,675,000 Great Falls                        $3,250,000Great Falls                        $1,990,000

SOLD

Great Falls                        $1,775,000

Mclean                            $1,820,000Great Falls                           $1,275,000 Vienna                            $1,245,000

  SOLD
    S

OLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

Thinking About Selling In 2023?
No One Prepares Your Home Better

CALL ME TODAY!!
703-757-3222 

sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com
Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Embry Rucker Community Shelter

2021 Top Sales Team
Northern Virginia Region

West Virginia Region

9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

 703-759-9190 • GreatFallsGreatHomes.com


