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W
hen the cornerstone of the 
George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial was ded-
icated in 1923, over 15,000 

Masons and guests came to witness 
the historic event. They celebrated 
with a grand parade from the Alexan-
dria waterfront up to the Memorial, 
where dignitaries including President 
Calvin Coolidge and Supreme Court 
Chief Justice William Howard Taft 
were in attendance.

The vision of Masonic leaders for a 
towering Memorial that would forever 
honor George Washington and serve 
as a beacon of Masonic light was be-
ginning to come true.

Their purpose stated: “To erect and main-
tain in the City of Alexandria, Virginia, a 
suitable memorial temple to George Wash-
ington, the Mason; one which will express in 

durability and beauty the undying esteem of 
the Freemasons of the United States for him, 
in whose memory it shall stand throughout 
the coming years.”

“For the 100th anniversary of the laying 
of the Memorial Cornerstone, we plan to 

follow the 1923 program of events as much 
as possible,” said George Seghers, Executive 
Director of the Memorial. “The public events 
will begin with a parade up King Street to 

the Memorial. The Corner-
stone Ceremony will take 
place on the terrace directly 
in front of the Memorial, the 
same level as the original cornerstone.”

The Memorial is a National Historic Land-
mark built as a tribute to George 
Washington. Funded through philan-
thropic efforts of Freemasons across 
the country, the Memorial remains a 
museum sustained through charita-
ble efforts of Freemason organiza-
tions and The George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial Associ-
ation, a charitable nonprofit organi-
zation.

“More than 15,000 people came 
to Alexandria in 1923 to place a 
cornerstone and to dedicate our 
city’s memorial in honor of George 

Washington and his virtues,” said histori-
an and Freemason Mark Tabbert.  “Among 
them were President Calvin Coolidge, Chief 
Justice William Howard Taft, Virginia Gov-

ernor E. L. Trinkle and representatives from 
around the world.”

In laying the cornerstone in 1923, Taft 
used the same trowel that George Wash-
ington used to lay the cornerstone of the 
U.S. Capitol on Sept. 18, 1793 (the trowel 
was owned by the Alexandria-Washington 
Lodge).

Land for the Memorial was originally 
purchased in 1909 by Charles H. Callahan, 
Senior Warden of the Alexandria-Washing-
ton Lodge. Callahan had purchased several 
lots on Shuters Hill, in turn giving the lots 
to the Lodge for the site of a fireproof Lodge 
Hall. Grand Masters from across the coun-
try assembled in the Alexandria-Washington 
Lodge on Feb. 22, 1910, for the purpose of 
forming an association to plan and build a 
suitable Memorial to George Washington,

A Landmark’s Legacy
George Washington Masonic Memorial celebrates 100 years.

Supreme Court Chief Justice William Taft 
helps lay the cornerstone of the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial 
in 1923.

The original cardboard model as depicted in 1922 
prior to construction of the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial.

President Calvin Coolidge and first lady 
Grace Coolidge, standing, attend the laying 
of the cornerstone of the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memorial in 1923.

The cornerstone of the George 
Washington Masonic National 
Memorial in 1923.

Crowds gather for the laying of the cornerstone of the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial in 1923. 

Crowds gather on Shuters Hill as a crane lowers 
the cornerstone of the George Washington Mason-
ic National Memorial in 1923.

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the building’s 
dedication in 2023.

“For the 100th anniversary 
of the laying of the Memorial 
Cornerstone, we plan to follow 
the 1923 program of events as 
much as possible.”

— Executive Director George Seghers

See George Washington, Page 11
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Heidi Burkhardt
Licensed in VA & DC  |  Certified Negotiation Expert® 
703.217.6009  |  RealtorHeidiB@gmail.com  |  RealtorHeidiB.com 
109 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.549.9292  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

5661 Governors Pond Cir
Sold for $750,000

A Sampling of Heidi’s 2022 Listings & Sales

“The real estate industry needs more Heidi Burkhardts!” 
~ Matt P. (2022 Buyer Client)

Buying and selling real estate is one of the biggest financial decisions most people will ever make, I feel so 
incredibly honored to be recognized as a trusted partner in the journey. I love working in the neighborhoods 

where I live, grew up, and throughout NOVA and DC. Thank you for your continued trust & support. 

*Represented the Buyer

3717 Lyons Ln
Sold for $395,000

1228 Morningside Ln*
Sold for $775.000

River Towers Condo
Sold 3 units | Rented 2 units

4900 Bexley Ln
Sold for $760,000

1209-N Pitt St #1A
Sold for $432,000

5505 Trin St*
Sold for $850,000

Belle View Condo
Sold 2 units | Rented 3 units

9321 Jackson St
Sold for $1,200,000

2837 S Buchanan St
Sold for $504,000

9319 Maybrook Pl*
Sold for $951,000

6575 Forsythia St*
Sold for $760,000

4762 Neptune Dr
Sold for $1,376,000

110 Cameron St #104
Sold for $550,000

1900 Jamestown Rd*
Sold for $1,099,000

1016 N Royal St*
Sold for $789,000

814 Rivergate Pl*
Sold for $1,599,999

1702 Jamestown Rd
Sold for $720,000

181 E Reed Ave #206
Sold for $350,000

7372 Montcalm Dr*
Sold for $850,767
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Authors

By Jeanne Theismann
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I
n celebration of Black History Month, St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church hosted a gath-
ering of local African American authors 
Feb. 12 at the church hall on North Co-

lumbus Street.
Co-sponsored by the Concerned Citizen’s 

Network of Alexandria, attendees interact-
ed with the authors, who displayed their 
books and answered questions on their 
writing inspirations.

“’Dear Daughter’ is an anthology written 
by five African American moms,” said Krist 
Guillory Reid, one of the contributors to 
the book and author of “Harper Counts Her 
Blessings.” “We wanted to come together to 
write a love letter to our daughters impart-
ing wisdom and our experiences as moth-
ers.”

Anthony Page discussed his book “Silence 
of the Lad: Why Men Stop Talking.”

“I wanted to address the conundrum of 
men being silent in our community,” Page 
said. “I deal with the issue of silence, but not 

just verbal silence but silence in the pres-
ence and why we as men stay silent.”

Author Valerie D. Johnson is a math re-
source specialist who writes children’s books 
to engage the reader in math.

“I want kids to learn, understand and en-
joy math but also thrive to learn in the class-
room and in the real world,” Johnson said. 
“Some students don’t enjoy math because 
they don’t understand it but I want them to 
see that it is connected to the real world so 
I give it a real world application like using 

St. Joseph’s hosts local African American authors.

The Write Stuff
Authors gather for a photo at the African American book event Feb. 12 at St. Joseph’s Church in 
celebration of Black History Month.

Authors gather for a photo at the African American book event Feb. 12 
at St. Joseph’s Church in celebration of Black History Month.

farm animals, which kids love.”
Other local authors included Coco LaBon, 

who has written three children’s books, and 
Dr. Sandra Hill, author of “Women of Pur-
pose.”

“I was inspired to write this book because 
I believe that while we have a plan in life, 
God always has a bigger plan,” Hill said. 
“I saw it in my own life and want others 
to know that no matter all the trauma, the  
discouragement, the disappointments we go 
through in life, we still have a purpose.”

Writer Anthony Page with his sister 
Denise Page at the African American 
authors event Feb. 12 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church

Students pose for a photo with author 
Kristi Guillory Reid Feb. 12 at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church.

Author Sandra Hill with Concerned 
Citizens Network of Alexandria founder 
Jim Paige.

Author Valerie Johnson poses with 
student members of St. Joseph’s Church 
Feb. 12 at the church hall.

Photos by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
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News

Reviewing Stand
& Parade End

Parade Start

Parade route
Masonic route only
Egress route
Reserved parking

George Washington Birthday Celebration Committee

George Washington Birthday Parade
February 20, 2023
1 p.m. parade start

Old Presbyterian  
Meeting House

Reviewing stand & Parade end 
at the intersection of King St 
and Commonwealth Ave

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

T
he route for this year’s 
George Washington’s 
Birthday parade will 
take a detour as part of 

the 100th anniversary celebration 
of the cornerstone laying at the 
George Washington Masonic Na-
tional Memorial.

Taking place Feb. 20 from 1-3 
p.m., this year’s parade will feature 
more than 1,000 Freemasons from 
across the country who will partic-
ipate in the Memorial’s 100th An-
niversary Celebration.

“This year’s parade will march 
to the base of the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memorial,” 
said George Washington Birthday 
Celebration Committee co-chair 
Tyler Vanice. “Following the pa-
rade, thousands will participate in 
the Memorial’s Centennial Corner-
stone Ceremony.”

Alexandria’s George Washington 
Birthday parade is the oldest and 
largest in the country. This year’s 
theme is George Washington: The 
Man, The Mason, The Cornerstone 
of Our Republic. Parade Grand 
Marshal will be George D. Seghers, 
Executive Director of the George 

Image contributed
The route map for the 2023 George Washington Birthday Parade.

New GW Parade Route Parade to celebrate George 
Washington Masonic Memorial.

Washington Masonic National Me-
morial, in honor of the 100th Anni-
versary of the laying of the Memo-
rial’s cornerstone.

The starting point of this year’s 
parade will be the corner of N. 
Fayette and Pendleton Streets. The 
Parade Review Stand will be at the 
corner of King Street and Com-
monwealth Avenue. Freemasons 
will continue on to the steps of the 
Memorial.

Road closures will be from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Parade Day. Public 
parking garages are available but 
organizers note that no garage ac-
cess will be allowed within the pa-
rade route area or parade assembly 
area after streets close at 10 a.m.

DASH Bus will operate free shut-
tle buses from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. from the Eisenhower Metro 
Stop to the corner of Pendleton and 
Henry Streets, near the Parade Start 
Point. DASH buses will be running 
on Parade Day on a holiday sched-
ule. All DASH buses are free.

The Metro (Blue line) will be 
running to the Braddock Road 
Metro stop near Start Point on a 
holiday schedule. The Alexandria 
Trolley will not be running on King 
Street on Parade Day.

The George Washington Birth-

day Celebration Committee was 
established by the city in 1976 to 
organize and carry out its annu-
al celebration of George Wash-
ington’s birthday in his adopted 
hometown.

Sponsors of the 2023 George 
Washington Birthday Parade in-
clude: Jubilee Sponsor – George 
Washington National Masonic 
Memorial; Diamond Sponsor – 
George Washington Legacy Foun-
dation; Gold Sponsor - Marion E 
Moon Enterprises; Silver Spon-
sors - Brothers Paving & Concrete 
and Simpson Development, Inc.; 
George Washington’s Preferred 
Hotel - Duvall House; Bronze 
Sponsors - Alexandria Washington 
Lodge No. 22, Friendship Veter-
ans Fire Engine Association, and 
MediaTek USA Inc; Supporting 
Sponsors - Jeanne Jacob & Gerry 
Frank and McLaughlin Ryder In-
vestments, Inc.

All parking on nearby side 
streets of the parade route will be 
cleared by 9 a.m with the bridge 
at King Street and Commonwealth 
Avenue cleared by 5 a.m. For more 
information, including parking, 
road closures, maps, route, and 
status, visit www.washingtonbirth-
day.com.

Brian Hilton and Kari LaBell as George and Martha Washington wave 
to spectators during the 2020 George Washington Birthday Parade.
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See Bulletin, Page 7

TAKE CONTROL
OF YOUR

HEART
DISEASE

RISK

Order this and Dr. Whyte’s
other books on Amazon.com

Dr. Whyte’s
New Book

Released February 14, 2023

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among Americans. 
You have the power to reduce your risk, and WebMD’s 
Dr. John Whyte, MD will show you just how easy it is to do it.

You Have 
Heart Disease
Are words no one ever wants 
to hear. But, what if there 
was a way for fewer people, 
including yourself, to hear 
those words?

So now what?
Take Control of Your Heart 
Disease Risk, Dr. Whtye shares 
straightforward information 
to help you on your health 
journey, including:

• A risk calculator to assess 
  your personal risk level

• A four-week meal plan 
  with tasty recipes

• An exercise guide to help 
  you move your body without
  needing to purchase fancy
  equipment

• Discussion of various digital
  tools and apps and whether
  they’re worth the money

Despite advances in diagnosis 
and treatment, heart disease 
remains a major cause of illness 
and death. However, by pro-
actively living a heart-friendly 
lifestyle, you can mitigate your 
risk for years to come.

...and this book will show you just how easy it is.

Community

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

R
esidents from across the 
city turned out for the 
15th annual Alexandri-
ans Have Heart food and 

clothing drive Feb. 11 at the South 
Henry Street Coal Yard.

The event was started by 
former City Councilman Frank 
Fannon.

“I am a lifelong Alexandri-
an and have always been con-
cerned about our community,” 
Fannon said. “I love this com-
munity and want to help Alex-
andrians in need.”

Members of Cub Scout Pack 
614 from James K. Polk Ele-
mentary School, including Fan-
non’s son Jackson, were on hand 
to help with the donation drive.

“A lot of community minded 
Alexandrians showed up today to 
enjoy coffee and donuts and cama-
raderie and to donate old clothes 

or perishable food items,” Fannon 
said. “Everything gets donated to 
the ALIVE! food bank, Carpenter’s 
Shelter and Christ House. It’s a 
great community event.”

Connie Cantrell of the Common-
wealth Republican Women’s Club 
and CRWC members were donors 
to the event.

“Frank is a hero,” Cantrell said. 
“We are here to support this won-
derful cause and to support him.”

Added Fannon, “While many 
Alexandrians have a lot, many do 
not. Through this event I want to 
support everyone who needs help.”

Fannon hosts 15th annual 
food and clothing drive.

Alexandrians 
Have Heart

Photo by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
Frank Fannon, kneeling center, poses for a photo with volunteers and supporters of the 15th annual 
Alexandrians Have Heart food and clothing drive Feb. 11 at the South Henry Street Coal Yard.

“While many 
Alexandrians have 
a lot, many do not.”

— Alexandrians Have Heart 
founder Frank Fannon

Bulletin Board

Submit civic/community an-
nouncements at ConnectionNews-
papers.com/Calendar. Photos 
and artwork welcome. Deadline 
is Thursday at noon, at least two 
weeks before the event.  

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Interested in becoming a foster 

parent?  There is always a need 
for caring foster parents looking 
to open their homes to foster 
youth. Get in touch to learn 
more.  Visit fcsvanow@gmail.
com or www.FCSVA.org. Or call 
703-817-9890.

LOOKING FOR 
SOFTBALL PLAYERS
The Golden Girls of Northern Vir-

ginia, a senior women’s softball 
league, is looking for players. 
Any woman over the age of 
40 is encouraged to join.  All 
skill levels are welcome.  They 
play most Wednesday eve-
nings and Saturday mornings 
in Vienna from May-July and 
September-October.  For more 
information, visit the web site 
www.goldengirls.org. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Alexandria Families for Safer 

Streets - Executive Assistant to 
AFSS Board of Directors. The 
agency is seeking an executive 
assistant to help coordinate a 

diverse group of tasks neces-
sary to keep us on track and 
moving forward. Someone with 
office manager skills would 
be the ideal candidate. www.
volunteeralexandria.org

ALIVE! Volunteers are needed to 
assist with multiple programs 
relating to their Food Program, 
ALIVE! House, and Alexandria 
Eviction Prevention Partnership 
Program will distribute food 
at Mobile Pop-ups and Truck 
to Trunk events, etc. https://
www.volunteeralexandria.org/
ALIVE

Assistance League of Northern 
Virginia is an all-volunteer 
non-profit organization that 
feeds, clothes and provides 
reading assistance and books to 
children in need.   Assistance 
League’s programs touch the 
lives of hundreds of children 
in Fairfax and Prince William 
Counties and the City of Alex-
andria.  There are many volun-
teer opportunities for commu-
nity members to contribute to 
helping those in need.  To learn 
more, email info@alnv.org, or 
visit www.alnv.org.

Volunteer Drivers Needed. Drivers 
needed by the American 
Cancer Society to take cancer 
patients to treatment in North-
ern Virginia. To volunteer, call 
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See Budget Reveals, Page 7

Sen. Adam P. Ebbin

By Sen. Adam P. Ebbin   

B
oth bodies of the General 
Assembly reported a pro-
posed budget a few days af-
ter the halfway point of our 

46 day legislative session. While 
both budgets use the Governor’s 
proposal as a jumping off point, 
often the outcomes are drastically 
different – especially in years of 
split government. A budget is a list 
of priorities, and it can tell a great 
deal about the values and priori-
ties of its authors. Reviewing the 
proposed budgets from the House 
of Delegates, and State Senate, it 
is evident that these bodies have 
differing sets of priorities based 
around a central question of gov-
erning: should we invest in core 
public services or cut revenues?  

From a 10,000 foot view, the dif-
ference between our two proposed 
budgets comes down to that – the 
House has chosen to align with 
the Governor’s proposal of cut-
ting more than $1 billion in taxes, 
mainly for large corporations and 
Virginia’s highest earners. The 

Budget Reveals Values and Priorities
Senate proposal retains 
existing, already com-
paratively low, tax rates 
on those individuals 
and entities, and choos-
es instead to inject most 
of that $1 billion into 
public education. 

Still, there are some 
areas of agreement. 

The two bodies are 
mostly in agreement on pay for 
state employees. Both amended 
budgets include an additional two 
percent raise for state employees. 
This raise will be on top of a five 
percent raise that was approved 
last year, in an attempt to better 
keep up with inflation. However, 
there is disagreement on how to 
allocate bonuses to qualified pub-
lic servants. The Senate’s proposal 
is to send a $1,000 dollar bonus 
to all state employees on Dec. 1, 
2023, while the House’s proposal 
is to give targeted bonuses to the 
state employees who work in de-
partments and agencies with the 
highest employment vacancies. I 
believe it is important to give these 

bonuses to the broadest 
possible swath of pub-
lic servants, and I will 
be advocating for this 
measure in the final 
budget.

The largest differ-
ence between the two 
proposed budgets is 
the total allocation for 

public education. In recent weeks 
it was uncovered that the Youn-
gkin administration had miscal-
culated the amount of funds that 
it would be able to allocate to lo-
cal school divisions because their 
calculations did not take into ac-
count the elimination of the state 
portion of the grocery tax, an ac-
tion we took last year. The miscal-
culations shorted Virginia school 
districts approximately $220 mil-
lion. Both houses of the General 
Assembly sought to replace these 
finds. The House of Delegates has 
set aside just $4.9 million to make 
up this funding. The Senate on 
the other hand, proposes $58.1 
million to help address the short-

fall. This $58.1 million would be 
enough to help school districts 
complete this fiscal year. Another 
component of the Senate’s bud-
get that is not in the House Bud-
get is the removal of the cap on 
state funding of school support 
positions. This cap, put in place 
during the great recession, limits 
the amount of funding available 
for positions such as custodians, 
assistant superintendents, school 
nurses, and other support posi-
tions. By removing it, our school 
districts will be able to attract and 
retain critical staff who make our 
schools run better and improve 
our students’ daily lives. The pro-
posed Senate Budget includes over 
$1 billion in direct aid to school 
divisions, over $700 million more 
than the amount set aside by the 
House of Delegates. This critical 
investment in our children’s edu-
cation is a strong reminder of our 
commitment to ensuring a better 
future for all Virginians. In addi-
tion to our K-12 schools, the Sen-

Sen. Scott Surovell

By Sen. Scott Surovell

As the General Assembly 
completed its fourth week 
of work last week, I am 

pleased to report that the state 
Senate approved 29 of my 32 bills 
and sent them to the House of 
Delegates. The Senate voted for 
19 unanimously and only one bill 
passed without any Republican 
votes.

I am carrying legislation on be-
half of the Virginia Crime Commis-
sion that requires the Virginia De-
partment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
to issue an annual report showing 
the incidence of drunk driving 
(DWI) arrests for both drug and 
alcohol relative to numbers of offi-
cers and population densities. The 
bill also requires DMV to collect 
data on drug levels related to mo-
tor vehicle deaths and DWI arrests 
so that we can determine where to 
leverage our resources and make 
adjustments in the law. 

We need this bill because most 
police officers report that incidents 
of “drugged driving” or driving un-
der the influence of other drugs is 
rising. We also need to be better 
prepared to interdict high drivers 
as we move toward the retail sale 
of marijuana. A recent poll shows 
that 30 percent of Virginians think 
it is acceptable to drive after smok-
ing marijuana, which is very dan-

Making Progress in Richmond
gerous.

The number of alco-
hol-related arrests has 
plummeted in Fairfax 
County and in the en-
tire state, although 
alcohol-related colli-
sions have not dropped 
by nearly the same 
amount. Much of this 
decline in prosecutions 
has to do with reduced emphasis 
on enforcement. I hope that this 
bill will help educate us all on the 
dangers of driving under the influ-
ence of drugs and marijuana and 
help focus law enforcement.

Budgets Indicate Priorities
The Senate and House an-

nounced their proposed budgets 
last week. Here are some of the 
key differences. The Senate re-
jected all of Governor Youngkin’s 
proposed $1 billion in tax cuts. 
First, corporations should not pay 
a lower tax rate than people. Sec-
ond, most of our programs have 
been historically underfunded and 
our excess revenues are being gen-
erated by inflationary pressures. 
Our police, fire, teachers and oth-
er government employees have 
not received raises that keep pace 
with inflation.

The proposed Senate budget 
provides $300 million more for 
K-12 education than the House 

budget and includes a 
2 percent teacher pay 
increase instead of the 
one-time merit bonus 
proposed by the Gover-
nor. We also allocated 
$230 million to lift the 
cap on non-teaching 
support positions in 
schools such as guid-
ance counselors, men-

tal health counselors and nurses. 
Virginia has had 63,000 more stu-
dents enrolled while employing 
1,700 fewer support staff since 
that arbitrary cap was put in place 
in 2010. Our children especially 
need these services post-pandem-
ic.

The Senate also eliminated the 
Governor and House’s proposed 
increase in funding for so-called 
“lab schools” and reallocated the 
funding to make up for the Gover-
nor’s $200 million error in school 
funds the state reported it was 
sending to localities. The Senate 
budget also allocates $224 million 
more for financial aid than the 
Governor’s budget and $200 mil-
lion more than the House budget. 
We also included a $75 million 
payment towards our $22 billion 
unfunded pension liability.

The Senate budget includes my 
request for $600,000 to fund new 
staff to help us navigate our green 
energy transition and $200,000 

each for the Lorton Community 
Action Center and Ecumenical 
Community Helping Others in 
Springfield. 

The budgets will now head to 
each chamber and a joint confer-
ence committee will resolve the 
differences. The most difficult 
discussion will revolve around tax 
cuts. We already cut $4 billion in 
taxes last year and our chamber 
does not believe that we should 
continue reducing our resources 
given our underfunded programs, 
continued economic uncertainty 
and our $22 billion unfunded pen-
sion liability. 

I have received hundreds of re-
sponses to my constituent survey. 
Only 10 percent of respondents 
want us to invest funds on widen-
ing roads as opposed to maintain-
ing existing highways (48%) or 
investing in transit (19%). Eighty-
two percent of respondents want 
to see reproductive choice as de-
cided by the Roe v. Wade case cod-
ified in Virginia’s Constitution. You 
can complete my survey at www.
scottsurovell.org/survey. 

This week, various House of 
Delegates committees will consid-
er my bills. This will likely present 
new challenges given the partisan 
differences between the chambers. 
As always, please share your views 
and suggestions with me at scott@
scottsurovell.org
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See Bulletin, Page 8

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Letter to the Editor:
The climate crisis is no longer 

an issue of the future, it is the here 
and now – and thousands of young 
Virginians are stuck between want-
ing to take action and finding af-
fordable and realistic solutions. As 
a Virginia native and renter living 
in Alexandria, I know firsthand 
this struggle and the feelings of 
frustration that come with it.

That’s why it’s imperative that 
the Virginia House of Delegates 
pass SB1266, which would low-
er Dominion Energy’s minimum 
monthly bill for solar power to 
make renewable energy more ac-
cessible to low-income Virginians 
and renters.

With the call to pass SB1266, I 
also call on the Virginia House of 
Delegates to pass SB1083, which 
would expand the shared solar 
program to customers in Appala-
chian Power Company’s territory. 
Currently, roughly half of Virgin-
ia’s population cannot utilize res-
idential rooftop solar due to lack 
of ownership, excessive shade, 
and insufficient roof space, among 
other reasons. By passing SB 1083, 

solar energy would be more acces-
sible and make our energy transi-
tion more equitable by increasing 
the number of Virginians who can 
implement this sustainable tech-
nology.

In the wake of President Biden’s 
recent passage of the Inflation Re-
duction Act, billions of dollars are 
now available as incentives to help 
Virginians transition to clean ener-
gy, including for shared solar proj-
ects like this one. For young Virgin-
ians to thrive, the House must take 
action.

We are the generation that will 
feel the effects of climate change 
the most severely, and it’s critical 
that we do all we can to create a 
better, more equitable solution for 
everyday people to fight the cli-
mate crisis. That’s why NextGen 
America is organizing in Virginia, 
and throughout the country, for 
climate action. Virginia is ready to 
expand solar, and we need to see 
bold leaders take actions that rep-
resent our vision for the future.

Camden Weber
Alexandria

It’s Time for Affordable 
Solar Energy in Virginia

Letters

Budget Reveals 
Values and Priorities

ate Budget includes an additional 
twenty million dollar increase in 
funding for Pre-K, ensuring access 
to affordable early education – a 
key indicator of long term educa-
tional success. Finally, the Senate 
budget diverts all proposed addi-

tional funding from 
Governor Youngkin’s 
“lab school” propos-
als, which have come 

to be seen by many as a back-
door to publicly funded charter 
schools. I am a firm believer that 
public funds should be spent on 
public education. 

Additionally, the proposed Sen-
ate Budget includes an increase in 
funding for mental and behavior-
al health services. Our budget sets 
aside an additional $8 million on 
top of what was introduced by the 
Governor to address the mental 

health crisis in Virginia. Providing 
greater access to mental health-
care, particularly for our youth, 
will help increase the quality of 
life for Virginians. Additionally, 
providing more funding for men-
tal health professionals will ul-
timately take pressure off of law 
enforcement as police officers 
will not be in the position to be 
responding to mental health calls.

There are major differences 
between the two budgets both in 
terms of what is in the budget and 
on how much money should be 
dedicated to particular projects. 
In the coming weeks, members 
of the House and Senate money 
committees will work to allevi-
ate the discrepancies and create 
a conference budget that can pass 
in the coming weeks.

It remains a privilege to serve 
the 30th District.

Opinion

that oversees the administration 
of one of Alexandria’s top mental 
health charities. Friends has no 
paid staff, so Board members, 
working on average 10 hours per 
month, share the day-to-day work 
needed to accomplish its goals. 
Interested candidates should email 
FriendsofAMHC@gmail.com. 

STEM Professionals Needed. Help 
assist K-12 STEM teachers as part 
of the American Association for the 

Bulletin Board
From Page 5

1-800-227-2345 or go to cancer.
org/drive.

Join Friends’ Board. Those who care 
about mental health, the Alexan-
dria community, and collaborating 
with fellow residents to make sure 
the City’s most vulnerable residents 
have a chance to thrive, then con-
sider joining the Board of Friends 
of the Alexandria Mental Health 
Center. The Friends Board is an 
all-volunteer group of residents 



8  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  February 16-22, 2023 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
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FREE FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL  & UNDERGRAD STUDENTS!
MEET US AT..

NOVA COMMUNITY COLLEGE ALEXANDRIA CAMPUS
FINE ARTS BUILDING

MON, 13    MARCH 2023TH

ACPS TEACHER WORK DAY!

8:30AM to 12PM

REGIGISTRATION REQUIRED AT
THECHAMBERALX.COM

This new program for high school & undergrad
students serves as a masterclass post-
graduation. Meet pros working in a variety of in
demand career fields and gain skills skipped in
class

ONE STUDENT WILL WIN A $2,000 SCHOLARSHIP

PRESENTED BY VIRGINIA TECH INNOVATION CAMPUS

By Shirley Ruhe
Gazette Packet

Matthew Robertson, artistic director and con-
ductor of The Thirteen (choir and orchestra) 
says in early 2010 he was in Philadelphia 

and he started thinking over the concert collaborative 
ensemble he wanted to organize. He thought 12 sing-
ers and a conductor. But he soon found the mission 
outstripped the need and began to vary the number 
of musicians. 

So the thirteen is now sometimes eight and some-
times 50. For his upcoming concert it is 23. “We 
choose the number of people we need depending on 
the music.” He says the ensemble has many of the 
country’s finest freelance musicians from all over the 
United States and sometimes internationally. “We 
have a large roster of singers and players and choose 
who would be most appropriate for the music. We are 
pretty fortunate that most appreciate what we do and 
prioritize appearing with us.”

He says he sends out the music and parts ahead of 
time and then the ensemble members come to D.C. 
for about three days of rehearsal and performances in 
Alexandria, D.C. and Bethesda. In this case the con-
cert will feature two unusual incredibly low bassi pro-
fundi from Michigan and San Francisco. 

The next concert celebrating Rachmaninoff’s 150th 
birthday is his Vespers to be performed on Friday March 
3 at the Virginia Theological Seminary Immanuel Chap-
el in Alexandria at 7:30 p.m. to be followed by Satur-
day, March 4 at St. Peters on Capitol Hill and March 5 
at Bradley Hills Church in Bethesda. “Rachmaninoff’s 
Vespers —also known as All Night Vigil—is considered 
one of his greatest triumphs. This body of work high-
lights the beauty of the unaccompanied human voice.” 
Robertson explains Rachmaninoff was a Russian-Amer-
ican composer, virtuoso pianist and conductor.

Robertson says Rachmaninoff wrote just as the Bol-
sheviks were coming into power. “I like to relate the 
work I choose to the time we’re living in. Now we 
are yet seeing another war in Europe with the pain of 
having to free a country.”

Rachmaninoff wrote in the early 20th century, 
and he chose to go a different direction than other 
composers of his time who were struggling with the 
concept of modernity. “A number of those composers 
such as Tchiakowsky wrote music that was mechanis-
tic and brutal while Rachmaninoff chose to write in a 
romantic fashion, almost as if he was unintentionally 
touched by the brutality of the 20th century.” 

Robertson says he has always wanted to be a mu-
sician. “I think most people who go in this direction 
identify it early. I started playing the piano at about 
four-years-old which is actually sort of late. At about 
13 or 14 I decided I wanted to conduct.” He studied 
with several noted local conductors and later attend-

The Thirteen Concert to Celebrate 
150th Birthday of Rachmaninoff

Performance of Bach’s Magnificat & Orchestral 
Suite No. 1 and Vivaldi Gloria in December 2022.

ed Oberlin.
Robertson explains he thinks at the core of con-

ducting is mediation. “I have strong ideas how I want 
things to sound. But strong professional musicians 
also have different artistic ideas. It’s not a matter of 
splitting the difference but taking into account all of 
the different inputs in the room. 

“You may sense that the oboe wants to push ahead. 
You reconcile that; you are fixing things to get perfec-
tion in tune.” He continues, “You are putting together 
the highest intellectual standard. All music should be 
collaboration.”

Everything Robertson performs is different. He may 
try a difficult piece like Benjamin Britten’s Sacred and 
Profane in Old English. “It was quite a lot of work with 
strong vocalism and musically very demanding with 
the combination of notes, rhythms, texts.”

Or he may draw on his deep commitment to ad-
dress the important issues of our time such as his con-
certs “Sing Willow” and “From Tree to Shining Tree” 
that focused on the threat of climate change. His 
staged performance of J.S. Bach’s “St. John Passion” 
addressed the theme of systemic racism. He carries 
out this commitment by commissioning underrepre-
sented voices and creating a vocal fellows program for 
young singers from underrepresented demographics. 

He says of the upcoming Vespers concert, “I think 
you will feel his deeply personal expression in the Ves-
pers which is deeply rooted in the Eastern Orthodox 
tradition. You can almost feel the monks chanting. It 
is a beautiful, awe-inspiring piece.”
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Bulletin Board

Advancement of Science’s STEM 
Volunteer Program, stemvolun-
teers.org, during the 2018-19 
school year. In the 2017-18 school 
year, there are 85 volunteers in 6 
Northern Virginia school districts. 
Contact Don Rea at 571-551- 2488, 
or donaldrea@aol.com.

ALIVE! offers numerous programs that 
aid low-income families in Alexan-
dria that rely on volunteers: month-
ly food distributions, furniture, 
houseware and emergency food 
deliveries, and community food 

drives. Individuals, families and 
groups are encouraged to partici-
pate. Students can earn community 
service hours by participating. Visit 
www.alive-inc.org/volunteer.htm or 
contact the Volunteer Coordinator 
at volunteers@alive-inc.org.

RSVP, a volunteer network for seniors 
seeking service opportunities 
in and around Fairfax County, 
Arlington County and the City of 
Alexandria, offers a wide array of 
opportunities for volunteers 55 
and older. RSVP volunteers enjoy 

flexible schedules, free accident 
and liability insurance while 
serving, optional mileage and meal 
reimbursement and are invited 
to volunteer group projects and 
social gatherings. To sign up for an 
upcoming orientation, email Carly 
Hubicki at chubicki@volunteerfair-
fax.org or call RSVP at 703-403- 
5360. To learn more about RSVP, 
visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Farmer’s Market Volunteers Needed. 
To volunteer for the Farmer’s 
Markets, email Brian Morreale, 
brianmorreale@gmail.com
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NOW THRU FEB. 25
”The Unseen” Exhibit.  At Del Ray Ar-

tisans gallery in the Colasanto Cen-
ter, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, 
Alexandria. “The Unseen” exhibit 
reveals what we typically cannot 
see: what is hidden, microscopic, 
imagined, or dreamed. Join the 
artists for the opening reception: 
Friday,Feb 3, 2023 from 7-9 p.m. 
Gallery hours are Thursdays 12-6 
p.m., Fridays 12-9 p.m., Saturdays 
and Sundays 12-6 p.m. The gallery 
is closed the last Sunday of the 
month (February 26, 2023). Visit 
https://delrayartisans.org/exhib-
its/#event=unseen

NOW THRU FEB. 26
Heartfelt Art Exhibition. At Van Land-

ingham Gallery, Torpedo Factory 
Art Center,  105 North Union 
Street, Alexandria. The Torpe-
do Factory Artists’ Association’s 
(TFAA) Van Landingham Gallery 
presents Heartfelt, a juried mem-
bership show featuring artworks 
that embody emotions such as 
love, empathy, and endearment.  
The following artists are partici-
pating:  Diana Papazian, Samantha 
Shelton, Guido Zanni, Veronica 
Barker-Barzel, Laura Fall, Hernan 
Murno, Abol Bahadori, Karine 
Sapondjian, Pauline Siple, and Jon 
Kandel. Artworks include original 
hand pulled prints, original paint-
ings, multimedia works, photog-
raphy, ceramics, and sculpture. 
Additionally, the gallery offers 
small gifts, art cards, block-printed 
totes and tee shirts, and jewelry 
and unframed works by Jennifer 
Brewer Stone, Rebecca Mcneely, 
and Tara Barr.

NOW THRU MARCH 15
”Mount Vernon” At Nepenthe Gallery. 

Hollin Hall Shopping Center, 7918 
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Ne-
penthe Gallery, in partnership with 
Mount Vernon estate and Wood-
lawn mansion, presents a special 
“Mount Vernon” exhibit from 
February 1st through March 15th.  
This exhibit has been organized in 
conjunction with Mount Vernon’s 
national birthday celebration of 
George Washington and Wood-
lawn’s 60th Annual Needlepoint 
Show.  Woodlawn was once part 
of George Washington’s original 
extensive Mount Vernon estate.   

This “Mount Vernon” exhibit will 
showcase an important work by 
Thomas Sully – his 19th century 
“Athenaeum Portrait of George 
Washington.”  Other original 
works by Pamela Patrick White, 
Bryant White, Gwen Bragg, Debbie 
Dartez and Renée C. Gage will be 
included and for sale, as well as 
several original works by Pamela 
and Bryant White that will be on 
loan by local collectors for display 
in the exhibit.  There will also be 
giclée prints available for sale of 
important works from the Mount 
Vernon estate collection.   

Nepenthe will host six Thursday night 
“ART+WINE+CHEESE” events 
related to this exhibit:  

February 16th: White Historic Art.  
Painters and Historians, Pamela 
Patrick White and Bryant White, 
of White Historic Art will discuss 
several of their original, histori-
cal American 18th century-based 
paintings and the stories and 
context behind them.  Their 
presentation will include several of 

their original works on loan for this 
exhibit by private collectors Janice 
and Dick Crosby, and Neysa and 
Dan Chandler.  

February 23rd: Interesting facts about 
Mt. Vernon and Whiskey Tasting.  
Steve Bashore, Distiller, Miller and 
Historian, will lead guests through 
a Whiskey Tasting and describe the 
process that still takes place today 
at Mt. Vernon.  Jim Woods, histor-
ical interpreter at Mount Vernon, 
will share stories and information 
about George Washington’s home 
and property.   

March 2nd: Scenes from Mount Ver-
non.  Alexandria based watercol-
orist and juried artist, Gwendolyn 
(“Gwen”) Bragg, is an art instructor 
at both the Art League School in 
Alexandria and the Workhouse Art 
Center in Lorton.  Gwen will display 
and discuss many of her watercolor 
paintings from Mount Vernon.   

March 9th: Nelly’s Needlers Needle-
work Group.  Established in 1975 
to help preserve Woodlawn, the 
group was named after Martha 
Washington’s granddaughter, El-
eanor (“Nelly”) Parke Custis, who 
was raised at Mount Vernon, later 
lived at Woodlawn, and learned 
her needlework skills from her 
cherished grandmother.  Nelly’s 
Needlers will be at Nepenthe 
Gallery to display works from their 
60th Annual Needlepoint Show 
and discuss their organization and 
needlepointing as an art form. 

NOW THRU MARCH 19
Nicole Santiago Exhibition. At the 

Athenaeum, Alexandria.  Poetry 
Workshop on Feb. 25 from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. Nicole Santiago’s work 

consists of semi-autobiographical 
narrative paintings and drawings 
that depict scenes of love, loss, and 
duty, thinly veiled in the mundane 
debris of everyday life. While the 
impetus for Nicole’s work is highly 
personal, she intends to construct 
something more universal that 
stretches beyond the limits of her 
own experiences, expanding into 
broader familiar theme.

NOW THRU  APRIL 3
NOVA Plein Air Art Exhibit. At River 

Farm, 7931 East Blvd. Drive, 
Alexandria. Nova Plein Air Artists 
(NPPA) will be presenting “Cele-
brations of the Land, Inspired by 
River Farm,” an art exhibit of over 
50 paintings inspired by nature.  
Opening reception  on Sunday, 
Jan. 22 at 1 – 3 p.m.  Additional 
receptions will be held from 1 – 3 
p.m. on February 12 and March 12. 
Many of the paintings were created 
onsite at River Farm, and all are 
available to purchase. Receptions 
are free and open to the public.  

THURSDAY/FEB. 16
Lecture + Short Film: Fort Reno Park.  

7 p.m. At Alexandria’s History 
Museum at The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington Street, Alexandria.  
At Fort Reno Park, near Tenley-
town, an important chapter in the 
history of Washington, D.C.’s Black 
community is barely visible to the 
modern-day visitor. Fort Reno was 
a bustling neighborhood in which 
men, women, and children lived, 
died, loved, worked, worshipped, 
and played. Brian Taylor (author 
of Fighting for Citizenship [UNC 
Press, 2020]), Miriam Gusevich 

(Catholic University) and Martin 
Paddack (Howard University) will 
share their work on the history of 
the Fort Reno neighborhood and 
their efforts to bring this history to 
the public.  

OUR FACES IN FILM SERIES
All month long for Black History 

Month, Charles Beatley Central 
Library will show films featuring 
African American lead characters. 
Join for great films and snacks.  At 
the Charles E. Beatley, Jr., Central 
Library, 5005 Duke Street, Alex-
andria.

February 17, 2023, from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m.: “Soul”

February 24, 2023, from 2 to 4:30 
p.m.: “Harriet”

Admission: Free. Call 703-746-1702. 
Visit alexlibraryva.org

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Starting from Scratch with Seeds. 

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. (16-Adult) 
Grow flowers, vegetables and herbs 
from seed and expand your gar-
den. Be inspired by Green Spring 
staff members as they discuss 
potting mixes, containers, seed 
treatments, lighting, fertilization, 
watering, seed sources and timing. 
Then take home a few seeds to 
start your own collection. $23 per 
person. Register online at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call Green Spring 
Gardens at 703-642-5173. Code 
J1V.T698. 

SATURDAY/FEB. 18
Concert: Washington Revels Jubilee 

Throughout 
February 2023: 

Visit Freedom House Mu-
seum (1315 Duke St.) 
honors the lives and ex-

periences of the enslaved and 
free Black people who lived in 
and were trafficked through 
Alexandria. Purchase timed en-
tries in advance. https://shop.
alexandriava.gov/SelectEvent.
aspx?eventid=6000324

Martin Luther King, Jr. Post-
er Exhibition at Vola Lawson 
Lobby in Alexandria City Hall, 
301 King St.

Thursday, Feb. 16 
7 – 8 p.m. Lecture and Short 

Film - The African American 
History of Fort Reno Park at 
Alexandria’s History Museum 
at The Lyceum (201 S Wash-
ington St.) At Fort Reno Park, 
near Tenleytown, an import-
ant chapter in the history of 
Washington’s D.C.’s Black com-
munity is barely visible to the 
modern-day visitor. Fort Reno 
was a bustling neighborhood in 
which men, women, and chil-

dren lived, died, loved, worked, 
worshipped, and played. Register 
here https://shop.alexandriava.
gov/EventPurchase.aspx?datese-
lected=2/16/2023 

Saturday, Feb. 18 
2 p.m. Concert: Washington 

Revels Jubilee Voices 2023 at 
Alexandria’s History Museum at 
The Lyceum (201 S Washington 
St.) The Washington Revels Ju-
bilee Voices ensemble is commit-
ted to the preservation of African 
American history and traditions 
– presenting songs and stories of 
struggle and perseverance, tri-
als, and triumphs, as expressed 
through a cappella music, dra-
ma, and dance. Register here. 
https://shop.alexandriava.gov/
EventPurchase.aspx?dateselect-
ed=2/18/2023

Tuesday, Feb. 21 
1 – 2 p.m. Virtual Event: Afri-

can Americans and Clara Barton. 
Join Kevin Patti from National 
Park Service to learn about Clara 
Barton’s work with African Ameri-
cans during the Civil War and with 
the American Red Cross. Register 
here. https://alexlibraryva.org/
event/7873345#branch 

Wednesday, Feb. 22 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Black History 

Month Buttons at Charles E. Beat-
ley Jr. Central Library, 5005 Duke 
St. Celebrate Black History Month 
by making a button with one of 
our designs or create your own! 
Program open to teens and adults. 
More information here. https://
alexlibraryva.org/event/7929511

Thursday, Feb. 23 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Black History 

Cooking Demonstration at Charles 
E. Beatley Jr. Central Library, 5005 
Duke St. The Creator and Chef 
of Black Folk Food will prepare a 
handful of dishes, teach us a brief 
history to show us what makes the 
cuisine so amazing! Yum! More 
information here. https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/7440584

Sunday, Feb. 26 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Black History 

Live with Culture Queen at Charles 
E. Beatley Jr. Central Library. 5005 
Duke St. Original and interactive 
music, movement, and storytelling 
to show your royal children how 
to celebrate the Kings and Queens 
of African American History. More 
information here. https://alexli-
braryva.org/event/7862774

Black History Live with Culture Queen at Charles E. Beatley Jr. 
Central Library Feb. 26.

Black History Month Events in City of Alexandria 2023
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Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431

ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Giant Annual Book Sale
Beth El Hebrew Congregation

3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria
Presidents’ Day Weekend

Sunday, Feb 19 9-5, Monday Feb- 20 9-3
Thousands of books, 

all sorted by categories
Also CDs, DVDs, audio books, 

LPs, games, and puzzles
$1.00 and up, BIG bargains 

after noon on Monday!
Special room of collectible/antique 

books and LPs
We have something for everyone!

Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Katie Nguyen Wells trading as AR Workshop 
Alexandria, LLC, 1212 King Street, Alexan-
dria VA. 22314 + 2927.  The above estab-
lishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for Marketplace license 
(Formerly Art Instruction Studio) license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 
Katie Nguyen Wells,  NOTE: Objections to 
the issuance of this license must be submit-
ted to ABC no later than 30 days from the 
publishing date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Objections should 
be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

Legals

In loving memory of

Joann S. Noonan
October 17th, 1948

- 
January 22nd, 2023

Joann S. Noonan, 74, passed away 
January 22, 2023, at Swedish Covenant 
Hospital in Chicago, IL. Born October 17, 
1948, in Alexandria, VA, to Richard James 
and Dorothy (Krefter) Silliman. Joann built 
a career as a secretary for the CIA, then put 
herself back through college and George 
Mason Law School to become an attorney 
working for the protection and advocacy of 
those with disabilities. She had a fiery pas-
sion for politics, human rights, and animals 
of all shapes and sizes.
She is survived by her son Brendan Michael Noonan (Kristi) of Chicago, IL, sister 
Gayle (Silliman) Walters, grandchildren Jackson and Mikaela, and first husband 
Terry Noonan.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her sister Susan “Tootie” (Silliman) 
Sommers and her granddaughter Grace “Gracie” Noonan. 
The family will be holding a memorial service at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
in Chicago, IL on Saturday, February 18, 10:00am CST.
Donations in Joann’s memory can be made to: ASPCA. https://www.aspca.org/

Obituary Obituary
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for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper
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25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper
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Publishing Since 1784
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Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I had my first dream a few nights ago in which 
my recently deceased brother, Richard was front 
and center (actually, he was off to the side). He was 
standing in a non-descript room with our late moth-
er standing off to his right and yours truly standing 
a similar distance to his left. He was wearing a 
button-down sweater with the bottom four or five 
buttons, buttoned. There was a diamond pattern 
alternating blue and khaki featured throughout his 
sweater. Also, he was wearing a white/beige cot-
ton-type sheet underneath the sweater and light-col-
ored pants to match. His sweater was form-fitting 
from its bottom to just over Richard’s waist. There 
was no conversation and no touching.

He looked fabulous, svelte, and extremely fit. He 
had a big smile on his face and a crinkle in his eyes. 
He looked like a movie star. I remember thinking: 
“Wow. He looks great,” and then looking across 
the room to where my mother was standing, and 
noticed she had a similar expression to what I was 
feeling, or at least that’s what the dream made me 
think. Then this dream sequence was over. But not 
the dream.

Next, I was sitting in my car on the left side of 
the island/pumps at a service station, and again 
saw my brother - on the right side of the pump 
island. He was standing alongside a Volkswagen 
Rabbit-type convertible with its top down. He was 
wearing the same outfit and had the same big smile. 
He seemed to have an aura around him. He ap-
peared - to me anyway, positively, absolutely alive 
and well, vigorous and super confident. Then the 
dream/my sleep ended. I woke up smiling, joyful 
that I had experienced this spiritual interaction with 
my brother, Richard. I knew we were very close and 
connected in so many ways. But I hadn’t considered 
as to whether it would transfer somehow when one 
of us died. Quite frankly, even though he was the 
older brother, once I was diagnosed with a terminal 
form of lung cancer originally back in 2009 giving 
me a “13 month to two-year prognosis,” Richard 
predeceasing me didn’t seem likely. And since I 
never think of myself actually dying, I’m likewise 
never thinking about what I’m going to be doing 
after I die (up there, down there, Book of Judgment).

While I was viewing this dream, I was cognizant 
somehow that as soon as I woke up, I needed to 
write down what I had just dreamt. I remember 
deciding that writing about this dream as soon as I 
woke wasn’t necessary. The dream was so import-
ant, how could I possibly forget about it. Well, I 
forgot about it for a couple of hours.

Then the substance of the dream reappeared 
in my conscious mind, and I immediately called 
Vanessa (Richard’s widow) and shared with her 
what I have just shared with you. She was eager to 
hear any and all details and was quite happy (which 
of course is the wrong word, especially under the 
circumstances) to hear that I thought Richard looked 
so handsome, and so fit and healthy, a version of 
him neither of us had seen in the previous four or 
five months since he was first hospitalized.

Unfortunately, Vanessa had not yet had a 
Richard-centric dream. She was excited (again the 
wrong word, but I imagine you can appreciate 
the wide range of highs and lows one feels over 
time concerning the passing of a loved one/hugely 
significant presence in one’s life) with the prospect 
of Richard getting into our respective subconscious. 
I think she felt encouraged by my dream experience 
vis-à-vis the possibility/expectation that soon she 
might be experiencing a similar connection. 

I mean, if he’s going to reach out/touch (hopeful-
ly literally, as my late father did to me a few weeks 
after his death) me, he’s definitely going to reach 
out to Vanessa, his wife of 29 years. If anybody is 
worthy and deserving of a spiritual connection, it’s 
Vanessa. She was a great wife, and he was a great 
husband. They had everything to live for and look 
forward to. Now alone, Vanessa is trying to find her 
footing. I’m hoping she sees Richard in a dream 
soon. I’m sure he would be an overall positive ex-
perience for her, as it has been for me. And if there’s 
anything Vanessa and I could use right now - since 
Richard’s death, is a positive experience.

You can’t Make 
This Stuff Up

Voices 2023. 2 p.m. At Alexandria’s History 
Museum at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington 
Street, Alexandria.  The Washington Revels 
Jubilee Voices ensemble is committed to the 
preservation of African American history 
and traditions—presenting songs and stories 
of struggle and perseverance, trials and 
triumphs, as expressed through a cappella 
music, drama and dance. Established in 2010, 
the group now performs regularly throughout 
the Washington, D.C, area, singing, sharing 
and learning the stories of the people in those 
communities.

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
The Art League’s Patrons’ Show. 6-9 p.m. At The 

Torpedo Factory, 105 North Union Street, 
Alexandria. Ticket holders may choose to 
attend the event in person at the Torpedo 
Factory or from the comfort of home via the 
streaming platform Vimeo. This much-an-
ticipated event, now in its 55th year, allows 
ticket holders to acquire high-quality, original 
fine art—valued from $235 to upwards of 
thousands of dollars—while supporting a 
great non-profit organization and community 
of artists. The Patrons’ Show Exhibit features 
over 600 original fine artworks donated by 
Art League and Torpedo Factory artists.  Visit 
www.theartleague.org

SUNDAY/FEB. 19
George Washington Birthnight Supper & Ball. At 

Mount Vernon Estate, Mount Vernon. Mount 
Vernon’s longest-running fundraiser, proceeds 
from the annual Ball support the restoration 
and preservation of George Washington’s his-
torical home. Supporters will enjoy a cocktail 
reception, a three-course seated dinner, a live 
auction, entertainment, dancing, and a birth-
day toast delivered to General Washington.

MONDAY/FEB. 20
Alexandria residents and visitors will line the 

streets of Old Town Alexandria to cheer on 
the oldest and largest George Washington 
Birthday parade in the country. http://wash-
ingtonbirthday.com/

TUESDAY/FEB. 21
African Americans and Clara Barton. 1 to 2 

p.m.  Virtual via Zoom. Join Park Ranger 
Kevin Patti from the National Park Service to 
learn about Clara Barton’s work with African 
Americans during the Civil War and with 
the American Red Cross. Clara Barton lived 

through the Civil War, Reconstruction and 
beyond. Discover the fascinating history of 
her experience working with and for African 
Americans. This talk will highlight her work 
with the African American soldiers of the 54th 
Massachusetts Regiment as they stormed Fort 
Wagner. The talk will focus on her long-stand-
ing advocacy for African American rights and 
will explore the history of the American Red 
Cross relief effort Clara Barton led to help 
African Americans affected by the Sea Islands 
South Carolina hurricane of 1893.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 22
Ash Wednesday Service. 12-1 p.m. and 7:30 

p.m. At St. John’s Lutheran Church, 5952 
Franconia Road, Alexandria. The 40 days of 
the Lenten season begin with special worship 
services. The services will include imposition 
of ashes and Holy Communion. Visit the 
website: www.sjlc.com

SATURDAY/FEB. 25
Potomac River Cleanup at Jones Point Park. Join 

them and partner, the National Park Service, 
for a 9 a.m. cleanup at Jones Point Park in 
Alexandria. This is a bike- and car-accessible 
location. Come meet like-minded people and 
make a real difference for the Potomac River. 
Sign up at https://potomac.org/

THE BIRCHMERE 
At 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. All 

shows are at 7:30 p.m., unless otherwise 
noted.  Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com. 
Contact The Birchmere at 703-549-7500 or 
www.Birchmere.com.

FEBRUARY
Thu. 16: Gaelic Storm  $45.00
Fri. 17: Matt Nathanson w/ Stephen Kellogg  

$69.50  SOLD OUT!
Sat. 18: Matt Nathanson w/ Stephen Kellogg  

$69.50  SOLD OUT!
Mon. 20: Keb’ Mo’ w/ Anthony D’Amato  $95.00
Tue. 21: Keb’ Mo’ w/ Anthony D’Amato  $95.00
Thu. 23: FOREVER TINA: The World’s #1 Salute 

to Tina Turner!  $39.50
Fri. 24: Richard Thompson (Solo Acoustic)  

$79.50
Sat. 25: Richard Thompson (Solo Acoustic)  

$79.50
Sun. 26: DOC AT 100: A TRIBUTE TO DOC 

WATSON featuring Ted Olson, T. Michael 
Coleman, Jack Lawrence, Wayne Henderson, 
Jack Hinshelwood  $45.00

Mon. 27: Lalah Hathaway  $99.50
Tue. 28: Lalah Hathaway  $99.50

From Page 1

A Landmark’s Legacy
 the Mason.

According to the Memorial’s website, 
the site was selected because it followed 
the ancient tradition for the location of 
temples on hilltops or mountains. It was 
also located on land with which Wash-
ington was familiar; it was the very spot 
once proposed by Thomas Jefferson as 
the ideal site for the nation’s Capitol 
building.

Groundbreaking took place on June 5, 
1922, with the laying of the cornerstone 
the following year. According to news 
reports at the time, every state deposited 
an item into the cornerstone.

“One hundred years later, we return to 
lay a new cornerstone that shall remain 
built upon the same foundation of val-
ues George Washington instilled in our 
democracy and national character,” said 
Tabbert.

The Memorial is fashioned after the 
ancient Lighthouse of Alexandria in 

Egypt. The 333-foot tall memorial sits 
atop 36 acres on Shuter’s Hill. Construc-
tion began in 1922, the building was 
dedicated in 1932, and the interior fi-
nally completed in 1970. It remains one 
of the largest-scale private memorials to 
honor Washington.

“The George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, American Freema-
sonry’s gift to mankind, is many things,” 
said Seghers. “It is a repository for the 
history of Freemasonry, it is a museum 
that preserves and presents the Masonic 
Life of George Washington and the his-
tory and heritage of American Freema-
sonry, it is a research and educational 
center, and a fine arts and community 
events center. But above and beyond all 
this, it is a Masonic Memorial to George 
Washington, the Man, the Mason and 
Father of our Country. Its purpose is to 
ensure that his memory and legacy will 
never be forgotten.”

www.gwmemorial.org
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Alexandria House | $825,000
Fantastic northwest corner location with expansive 
views looking over the City, Masonic Temple, DC 
skyline, and the river from floor-ceiling-windows and 
a wrap-around balcony. 2-bedroom, 2-bath unit with  
1 parking space included. 400 Madison St #1404
Sally Z. Harper 703.517.2849 
www.sallyzharper.com

Fairlington Village | $500,000
This sought-after Clarendon II model is the perfect 
blend of city and suburban living. Nestled in a beautiful 
setting with 3 finished levels, 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
and a patio. Community pools, tennis courts, parks, 
and walking trails. 2929 S Dinwiddie Street
Sandy McMaster 571.259.2673 
www.SandyMcMaster.RealEstate

Old Town | $1,500,000
This 1770s Georgian home was modest to begin with, 
but as the needs of various owners changed the house 
was expanded. Today its just under 3,000 finished SF 
with 3/4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, and 2 gardens which 
provide abundant natural light. 304 N Pitt Street
Peter Crouch 703.244.4024
Katie Crouch 703.447.1345

Old Town Crescent | $875,000
A rare find in Old Town – a true 3-bedroom condo! This 
sunny and quiet unit offers 1,765-SF of well designed 
living space including an elegant living room with gas 
fireplace, TWO primary suites, plus 3rd bedroom/
study. 1 assigned parking space. 828 Slaters Ln #104
Annette Hinaman 571.216.4411 
www.AnnetteHinaman.com

Old Town | $3,650,000
Circa 1840 Victorian gem has been masterfully 
reimagined. The double parlor features high ceilings, a 
spectacular bay window, and fireplace. Top-of-the-line 
chef’s kitchen and adjoining family room with direct 
access to the brick-walled patio. 500 Duke Street
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES 
IS  PLEASED TO WELCOME

Laura K. Biederman, Esq.

TO OUR ARLINGTON OFFICE

If you are thinking of buying, selling or renting, 
call Laura today at 202.309.1350, or email her  

at LKBiederman@gmail.com.

LauraBiederman.com

Beverley Hills | $1,050,000
Updated 5-bedroom, 3-bath located on a quiet street 
that ends in a cul-de-sac. This light-filled home has it 
all – two fireplaces, multiple living spaces and even a 
downstairs kitchen. Dining room French doors open to 
a large screened-in porch. 3309 Carolina Place
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SUN 2/19, 1-3PM

Del Ray | $1,275,000
1927 Sears kit home – expanded Craftsman style! 4 
bedrooms, 3 full baths, first-floor primary bedroom 
suite, updated kitchen & baths. Heart pine floors in the 
original part of the house. Off-street parking for 2 cars 
tandem. 2 porches, deck & hot tub. 19 W Wyatt Ave
Cindy Clemmer 703.966.0403 
www.ClemmerAndSchuckHomes.com

OPEN SUN 2/19, 12-2PM


