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Work with the #1Realtor C a H T O d ay T R e e
to Prepare Your Home
for the 2024 Spring Market

e Free home evaluation to determine the market
value of your home

* Expert staging tips to make your home stand out
and attract more buyers

* Identify any issues with your home and make it
irresistable to buyers

Let’s Get Your Home
Ready For Success!

703-757-3222 LONG &FOSTER | Forbes . e il

REAL ESTATE GLOBAL PROPERTIES

Sa|eS @ GI’G&’[F&"SG reatHOmeSCom 9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

703-759-9190 ¢ GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Embry Rucker Community Shelter
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NEWS

Va. Supreme Court Refuses
Second Petition to Rehear zMOD

What now?

By MErRcIA HoBsON
THE CONNECTION

n Monday, Oct. 2, the Supreme

Court of Virginia, in Berry wv.

Board of Supervisors, struck

down the Fairfax County Zoning
Ordinance Amendment, known as zMod, for
the second time. The court denied the Fair-
fax County Board of Supervisors’ petition
for rehearing in the civil case, which was
received on March 19, 2023.

The court ruled this spring that the coun-
ty’s approval of zMod, a broad update of zon-
ing, was illegal, rendering it null and void.
Fairfax County removed the 2021 zMod
ordinance and reinstated the 1978 Zoning
Ordinance, which is in effect today. The
amendment, zMOD, re-codified the 42-year-
old ordinance to adapt it to Fairfax County’s
changing development environment. The
consequence is that rezoning predicated on
the 2021 ordinance may be at risk.

The Court concluded in the March case
that adopting zMOD at a virtual meeting
was unnecessary to assure the continuation
of the County’s essential functions and ser-
vices.

Therefore, the meeting was not autho-
rized by any of the exceptions to FOIA's open
meeting requirements. Thus, according to
the Court, approval of zMod at the elec-
tronic meeting on March 23, 2021, violated
the open meeting provisions of the Virginia
Freedom of Information Act and the state’s
enabling legislation, which allowed for spe-

Can FCPD Drones See You?

he Fairfax County Po-
lice Department says it

SCREENSHOT

Implications of the Oct. 2, 2023 decision by the Virginia Supreme Court to deny the petition for rehearing by Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors case on zMOD could be far reaching.

cific electronic meetings in response to the
pandemic.

On March 23, 2021, the Board of Super-
visors approved the zoning ordinance mod-
ernization, which would take effect on July
1, 2021. According to a March 24, 2021,
post on the county’s NewsCenter, the ordi-
nance “brought zoning into the twenty-first
century.” (Source:https://www.fairfax-
county.gov/news/modernized-zoning-ordi-
nance-zmod-approved-effect-july-1-2021)

Jeff McKay, chairman of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

The new zMod Ordinance was a rewrite of
the Zoning Ordinance. Among other things,
it updated regulations for certain residential
uses, such as accessory structures, accesso-

ry living units, home-based businesses, and
flags. Accessory structures up to 12 feet tall,
such as sheds, children’s play equipment,
and gazebos, were to be located at least five
feet from the side and rear lot lines, accord-
ing to zMOD.

The ordinance eliminated the require-
ments for age and disability for accessory
living units (previously known as accessory
dwelling units). It changed the process for
interior units from requiring special permit
approval to an administrative permit. It
modernized home-based business use and
allowed customers with special permit ap-
proval to do so.

It increased the maximum flagpole height
to 25 feet for lots with single-family dwell-
ings or manufactured homes and 60 feet for

FCPD flies drones:

all other uses, with the option to request a
special permit for a higher height. The ordi-
nance stated a three-flag limit per lot. There
was no restriction on the size of the flags.

The ramifications of the Court’s second
denial could be far-reaching to development
and legal communities. The status of land
use decisions, including zoning approvals,
site plans, permits, and subdivisions granted
under zMod since mid-2021, may be up for
reevaluation and at risk. There may be an
impact on permitting that resulted from ap-
provals, financing, and contract conditions
that relied on or warranted compliance with
approved zoning. There is concern about
spillover effects in other jurisdictions that
granted development approvals through
electronic meetings.

Did the public have any input to
county policies on use of drones?

with a search warrant; to serve a

is revolutionizing polic-
ing with its Unmanned
Aircraft System. While it has been
using drones for small jobs since
2019, “in the past year, FCPD’s
drone program has expanded to
assist the department’s helicopter
program with a lot more detailed
work,” states the county’s website.
On May 21, 2019, the Board of Su-
pervisors approved the Unmanned
Aircraft System (UAS) Manual,
When asked if the 2019 UAS
manual is the “official policy”
and if it has been updated, Fair-
fax Police Department media re-
sponded via email on Sept. 23:
“The Unmanned Aircraft System
(UAS) policy was drafted by the
County, see the link for addition-
al details of the policies guiding
drone usage. It is the policy that
our department follows.” https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/uas/un-
manned-aircraft-systems
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

September 2023 Unmanned Aircraft System Mission Schedule.

In response to a question about
civilian oversight, Fairfax Police
Department media stated, “Re-
garding public input into our pol-
icies, FCPD has historically sought

community input since 2015 on
several core General Orders, to
include Human Relations (002),
Release of Information (402), Ve-
hicle Pursuits (504), Vehicle Stop-

LOHSNITIDGS

felony arrest warrant at a wanted
subject’s primary residence; when in
pursuit of someone actively sought
for an arrest; when there’s an amber,
silver or blue alert; to investigate a
reportable traffic crash; in a location
where they have consent to be; for
training pilots and evaluating equip-
ment; and to “alleviate an immediate
danger to any person,” such as an ac-
tive shooter.

ping Techniques (505), Body-Worn
Cameras and In-Car Video (509),
Use of Force (540), Arrest Pro-
cedures (601), and Immigration
Status, Citizenship, and National
Origin (604).”

According to Fairfax County,
the most recent public comment
on the UAS Manual is a series of
public meetings held in 2019 with
written comments on the draft
program previously submitted by
Feb. 8, 2019. They are part of the
official public record. The public

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH LAITINEN
Captain Mike Shamblin (File photo)

presentation occurred in January
and February of 2019, with the
Presentation to the Public Safety
Committee on March 12, 2019.
On Dec. 2, 2022, the Office of
Aviation Services of the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior revised its
Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS)
operations and procurement pol-
icy. On Jan. 1, 2023, those revi-
sions went into effect. The policy
is based on the Department’s com-
pletion of a comprehensive review
of the UAS program, as required

SEe DRONES, PAGE 14
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OPINION

No Gambling Casino for Reston

By DELEGATE KENNETH R.
“KEN" PLUM

ome news that is now

nearly a year old got re-

newed attention recently

causing many people in
our community to become very
concerned. Near the end of the
2023 General Assembly session
the developer of Reston Station
announced that he was inter-
ested in building a gambling casino at Reston
Station or nearby. The General Assembly was
considering at the time requests from several
other communities to have a referendum on lo-
cating a gambling casino in their communities.
The developer came to see me within days of
adjournment and told me of his interest and
asked for my support. I could not have been
more emphatic in saying “no way” would I sup-
port such an idea. He was more successful with
two Democratic State Senators who agreed to
submit an amendment that would add Reston
and Tysons Corner to the communities where
referenda would be held to approve opening a
casino. Fortunately, with the forceful work of

Senators Janet Howell and Jen-
nifer Boysko the amendment was
rejected without a hearing.

In recent weeks came news
that legislation will be intro-
duced in the coming legislative
session to approve a referendum
establishing a gambling casino in
Reston or Tysons Corner. As near
as I can determine, the response
in those communities has been
universally in opposition to such

a proposal. Last week I talked with both Sen-
ators Scott Surovell and Dave Marsden about
their intentions. They were less than clear as
to what they intend to do, but you can be sure
that I delivered a message to them about the
community’s strong opposition. I also told
them that if they were supportive of a gam-
bling casino they should propose it for the dis-
tricts they represent. I am pleased that Karen
Keys-Gamarra who is running for the House of
Delegates to succeed me and Senator Jennifer
Boysko who will represent Reston under the
most recent legislative redistricting have ex-
pressed their opposition to a gambling casino
locating in Reston.

Of course legislators can introduce bills that
affect districts other than their own. The legis-
lature has been consistent in requiring that a
referendum be held in communities in which
a casino is proposed that must be approved by
local voters before a casino license is issued.
You can expect that big-money developers who
want to build and operate a casino will spend
huge amounts of money to get their proposals
approved by local voters. There will be prom-
ises of return to the community of tax dollars
that will support public infrastructure and pro-
grams. The five casinos that are already opera-
tional in Virginia are located in low income ar-
eas. You can be sure that the greatest chunk of
money from the operation of a casino will go to
the owners and developers and not the persons
who are lured into them to gamble or who live
in the locality.

Expansion of gambling casinos will likely in-
crease in the state in future years. The horse is
already out of the barn. The Republican floor
leader in the House of Delegates represents the
developer of a proposed Reston casino. Rest as-
sured that I will continue in my future role of
private citizen to make it clear that Reston does
not want or need a gambling casino!

Fall Is Here, A Casino Too!

JOHN Lovaas

he coming of Fall is one of

my favorite times of the

year. Temperatures drop
from the 80s to the 60s, even the
50s. I get to put on a long-sleeved
shirt and yet feel just a bit of a chill
in the air. Still weeks from Res-
ton trees being filled with colorful
leaves, the Reston Farmers Market
turns to pumpkins, squashes and
long-awaited apples to replace fad-
ing sweet corn and peaches, plums
and the softer tree fruits of summer.

However, my warm and fuzzy
thoughts of fall have been rudely
interrupted by news that a plan is
afoot to thrust a casino on our be-
loved Reston. Yes, a casino! In Res-
ton!? It is hard for me to imagine a
worse idea.

Sadly, the plot is already in mo-
tion, driven by Comstock, the de-
velopers of the Wiehle Metro Sta-
tion complex. The plot involves a
two-step approval process. The
first step is to generate legislation
from the Virginia legislature to en-
courage casinos in areas meeting
certain criteria for example,
around transportation hubs such
as Metro stations. The plotters
have identified at least three Dem-
ocratic legislators who might assist
with legislation, and they plan to
lubricate the legislative machin-
ery with the pols favorite fuel —
cash. A fundraiser for these Dems
— State Senators Dave Marsden
and Scott Surovell, and Del. Don
4 < THE CONNECTION

INDEPENDENT PROGRESSIVE

Scott, current House of Delegates
Minority Leader, will be held at the
Wiehle Station Oct. 16.

Why on earth would Restonians
want a casino in the community?
Some legislators, such as Senator
Surovell, will tell you, as he has
told me, that casinos bring need-
ed tax revenues which might oth-
erwise go to Maryland instead of
Virginia. That of course is not all
they are likely to bring, and they
are known to take a disproportion-
ate share of profits from low-in-
come families who can least afford
to gamble. Perhaps legislators are
always on the lookout for more
revenue, and perhaps it’s less of a
hassle to get it from casinos than
from higher income residents who
are so resistant to paying taxes.

I hasten to point out that our
local legislators, Senator Jenni-
fer Boysko and Democrat Karen
Keys-Gamarra, who is expected
to win the seat of retiring Reston
Delegate Ken Plum, both oppose a
casino here.

Before anyone builds a casino,
it will have to be approved by the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors. I know that Hunter Mill Dis-
trict Supervisor Walter Alcorn cer-
tainly is not on board for a casino.
I don’t know where Board Chair-
man Jeff McKay stands but, I imag-
ine both the Chairman and other
Supervisors would be reluctant to
oppose Alcorn on the matter! Still,

< OcTOBER 4-10, 2023

this is a political issue and there is
money involved. So, if you think
a casino is a bad idea, you might
want to let your elected officials
know it.

Meanwhile, Fairfax County
consultants leading Supervisor
Alcorn’s effort to revitalize Lake
Anne’s commercial center last
week stirred up new controversy
within the Lake Anne Condomini-
um (LARCA) itself. While LARCA
asked for the County’s assistance
for revitalization, their fervor for
financial help cooled after Alcorn
made clear that PART of the Coun-
ty’s quid pro quo would be giving
the County control of its commer-
cial parking.

As we near a rubber-meeting-
the-road stage, the consultants’

actual proposals include, for ex-
ample, a couple of amphi-theatres
that do not even directly benefit
LARCA members’ businesses. Fur-
thermore, the proposals include
removal of most of the remaining
trees in the village center area.
(Note: Fortunately, the trees pro-
posed for removal are on land not
owned by either LARCA or the
County.)

Alcorn recently got Board of
Supervisors approval to add more
than $200,000 to the consultants’
contracts. Let’s hope that the addi-
tional consultant effort will broad-
en the participation of real stake-
holders and modify proposals to
increase their impact on the Con-
dominium Association’s member
businesses as promised. Stay tuned.

Let Us Know Your View

Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue. Letters must be
signed. Include home address and home and business numbers; we will only
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PLAN YOUR NEXT GREAT ADVENTURE

Vinson Hall Retirement Community residents come from a variety of backgrounds, but they
have one thing in common: a spirit of adventure. They are curious, engaged, well-traveled
and excited about their next chapter. And they all love calling our community home. From
art classes and pickleball to lively meals and happy hours on campus, there’s no shortage
of activities and entertainment. When you have seen all the wonders of the world, you want
to make sure your home base measures up.

N
S

ALL
vinsoN H
MENT COMMUNITY

Whether they are returning from a vacation to ltaly or a trip to the grocery store, military

officers and their families, and leadership level (GS-14 and higher) government employees

RETIRE
from any federal agency, love coming home to Vinson Hall Retirement Community. From

friendly faces and exciting social activities to an experienced team on your side, discover

the endless possibilities of a first-rate retirement.

CALL 703-935-5209 OR VISIT VINSONHALL.ORG TODAY TO PLAN YOUR ARRIVAL
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COMMUNITY

Cub Scout Pack 2525 waves American flags during last

year’s parade.

By BonNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

ive music, a colorful pa-
rade, children’s activities
and fun galore on an early
fall day — all that and more
are in store at the 31st annual Cen-
treville Day. It's set for Saturday,
Oct. 14, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., in
Historic Centreville Park. The free
event will be held at 5714 Mount
Gilead Road (off Braddock Road,
across Route 29 from the IHOP).

Event Chair Cheryl Repetti and
her tireless group of volunteers
have been working on it since Feb-
ruary and can hardly wait to see it
come to fruition. “The Centreville
Day Planning Committee is so ex-
cited about Centreville Day 2023,”
she said. “We’re looking forward
to seeing old friends, exploring
historic sites, enjoying live enter-
tainment and eating great food.
We hope everyone will be able to
join us to learn from and support
the members of their community.”

The opening ceremony is at 10
a.m. on the Abogados En Virginia
Main Stage, where Supervisor Kathy Smith
(D-Sully) will present Centreville Day’s Citi-
zens of the Year awards.

American Legion Post 1995 organizes
the parade, which includes various Scout
groups, dancers. fire, police and sheriff’s
personnel and McGruff the Crime Dog. In-
dividuals and families are also welcome to
decorate a bike or scooter and join the fun;
Halloween costumes are encouraged. Par-
ticipants gather near Wharton Park Court,
with the parade stepping off from Wharton
Lane at 11 a.m., passing the stage for review
around 11:30 a.m. and continuing along Mt.
Gilead Road toward Braddock.

Afterward, visitors can visit the many craft
and business vendors in the Marketplace
while children stop at their tables to receive
candy along the Trick-or-Treat Trail. And
throughout the day, music at the stage will
fill the air as attendees enjoy performances
by RearVue (formerly known as the VaDeat-

Map of the 2023 Centreville Day activities.

les), Mixed Greens, Centreville Dance Acad-
emy, Harmony Road Strings, and Korean
Dance and Autoharp Ensembles.
Performing, as well, will be Jonathan
Acosta, a Venezuelan singer and songwriter
who plays the violin and Venezuelan cua-
tro, similar to a small guitar. His theme of
“Vamos Paisano!” and messages of optimism
are evident in his songs. Acosta has enter-
tained audiences throughout the world and,
in 2017, was nominated for a Latin Grammy
award. He'll take the stage at 12:30 p.m.
Also giving a demonstration there will
be members of the Northern Virginia
Wushu Academy. Then at 2 p.m. onstage,
the Rotary Club of Centreville-Chantilly
presents the pet cavalcade, “Pets in the
Park.” People are encouraged to bring
their pets and show them off. No registra-
tion or fees are necessary, and every pet
is a winner. Later on, children may vie for
the coveted pineapple award during the

G < THE CONNECTION #% OCTOBER 4-10, 2023

Madison Hummer, 11, walks 80 feet across an 8-foot-
high rope bridge during Centreville Day 2022.

PHOTOS BY BONNIE HOBBS/THE CONNECTION

From left, PFC Kyle Wilson and MPO Tom Eggers tell
children about the police bomb squad’s android robot

at last year’s safety expo.

Fun and Festivities for the Whole Community
31st annual Centreville Day is Saturday, Oct. 14.

COURTESY OF CHERYL REPETTI

Hula Hoop Contest at 3 p.m.

There’ll be a variety of games and activ-
ities for children, throughout the day, in-
cluding a challenging climbing wall and
fun-filled double slides in the Wegman’s chil-
dren’s area. And the Boy Scouts are bringing
back their monkey bridge, which was a big
hit at last year’s Centreville Day.

After working up an appetite, attendees
will be able to enjoy the diverse flavors
available at the food court. Among those of-
fering their tasty dishes will be Taste of Asia,
Srithon’s Kitchen, A Southern Fish Fry, Asian
Grill, El Chef Latino and Tiki Grill. On hand,
as well, will be Snowie Nova. Kona Ica and
Uniontown Coffee.

In the Safety Expo, children may meet
their local first responders, including Fairfax
County police and especially officers from
the Sully District Station. They’ll get to see
their vehicles up close and get lots of safety
tips, too. And new this year, Covanta is spon-

soring the Eco Expo, where people
may learn more about recycling
and the power of bees.

Attendees may also hop onto the
Southwestern Youth Association
(SYA) History Train to quickly trav-
el from Mount Gilead to the Old
Stone Church area.

From the Braddock Road train
stop, it’s just a short walk to the
historic Old Stone Church (the
Church of the Ascension), which
will be open to the public.

There, historian John Carter will
answer questions about Centre-
ville’s history and provide walk-
ing-tour guides. And natural phi-
losopher Rachel Pelovitz will share
the many wonders and mysteries
of 18th-century science. Other his-
toric sites open that day include
the Spindle Sears House, St. John’s
Episcopal Church and cemetery,
and the Mount Gilead house.

This family-friendly event also
offers free parking and shuttles
from Carrabba’s parking lot on
Route 29, with overflow parking
available at the Trinity Centre,
5860 Trinity Parkway. For more
information about Centreville Day,
along with vendor and parade forms, go to
www.CentrevilleDay.org.

Centreville Day benefits Friends of Histor-
ic Centreville, the nonprofit that organizes
Centreville Day in partnership with the Fair-
fax County Park Authority, to encourage res-
idents to discover Centreville’s rich history.

It’s made possible through the generosity
of community partners who provide spon-
sorships, donations and volunteers. They in-
clude Stone Middle School, Korean Central
Presbyterian Church, Navy Federal Credit
Union, Pets Supplies Plus, and the Centrev-
ille Immigration Forum.

Hoping for a great turnout, Repetti said,
“The Friends of Historic Centreville en-
thusiastically invite friends, families and
neighbors from throughout Northern Vir-
ginia to celebrate community and history
with engaging, educational and joyous ac-
tivities for all.”

— Cheryl Repetti contributed to this story.
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Two Suspects Arrested Within
72 Hours of Shooting

Detectives from FCPD Major
Crimes Bureau Armed Robbery
and Contact Shooting squad
have arrested two suspects in
a shooting that left one adult
man injured in Centreville.

At 2:23 p.m. on Sept. 27,
officers from Sully District re-
sponded to the 5400 block of
Belcher Farm Road in Cen-

During the investigation,
detectives were able to identi-
fy a vehicle of interest. After a
thorough investigation, inves-
tigators identified a 20-year-
old man of Centreville and a
22-year-old man of Stafford as
the two suspects involved.

Both suspects were charged
with Aggravated Malicious

Gunston Hall Opens Historic Riverside Garden

After years of archaeological investigation, research and construction,
we have moved from concept plan tol-acre restored garden!

treville for a shot-person call. Wounding, Conspiracy to Com- ]om us on

Upon arrival, officers located mit Felony (Aggravated Mali- Saturday, October 7, 2023
one victim, an adult man, in cious Wounding), Use of a Fire- 10 4

his vehicle suffering from gun- arm in Commission of a Felony, am - % pm

shot wounds to the upper body.
The officers provided aid until
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
personnel arrived. The victim
was taken to a local hospital
and treated for non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

and Robbery with a Firearm.
Both are being held at the Adult
Detention Center on no bond.

Anyone who may have in-
formation about this shooting
is asked to call 703-246-7800,
option 5.

ROUNDUPS

New Lanes Opening on Route 28

On or about Monday, Oct. 9, (weather depending), drivers will see new
traffic patterns along Route 28 northbound and southbound between the
Fairfax County/Prince William County line and Old Centreville Road in
Centreville. There'll be an additional lane for three total in each direction.
Shoulders, however, will still be closed as ongoing construction continues.

Motorists should expect periodic single-lane closures on Route 28 in
both directions in off-peak hours (Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.;
and Friday, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.) to complete remaining work in the corridor.
Final completion is anticipated in spring 2024.
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State Farm Insurance
G. STEPHEN DULANEY

IN GREAT FALLS

oo StateFarm-

AUTOe HOME - LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

Open Saturdays
Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

Visit www.gstephendulaney.com

You will have a chance to explore and learn from our
education team about the plants currently growing in the
NABA butterfly certified garden.

Join in seed saving activities, crafts, lower arranging, and more!
For info and tickets scan QR code.

DISPOSE OF OUTDATED DOCUMENTS
SAFELY AT OUR ANNUAL

Sred 7t &

FORGET IT EVENT

Spring into one of our upcoming
events and take home a
new plant for your garden!

BRIGHTVIEW GREAT FALLS
10200 COLVIN RUN ROAD

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

BRIGHT\{EW

SENIOR LIVING
GREAT FALLS

Assisted Living | Dementia Care

RSVPs are not required.
Please email Kathy for
more information.

KWagner@bvsl.net

www.BrightviewGreatFalls.com

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Shred It & Forget It Event

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14

9 AM-12 PM

Clean out your files with peace of mind at our
free shredding event. While a professional
shredding service ensures your private
information stays that way, catch up with our
team and learn about the vibrant, carefree
lifestyle at Brightview Great Falls.

Toys For Tots

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29

4 PM-6PM

Bring an unwrapped toy and Brightview will
match your donation!.
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NEWS

Brennan Maher, former Great Falls
resident, talks with Jamie Salazar with
Paragon Home Care in McLean. He says,
“They take great care of the elderly with
their services.”

Speaker June Melloni Kelly, Ph.D.,
president-elect of the Rotary Club of
Great Falls, service project chair, and
Opioid Abuse Prevention lead preps
for her remarks.

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CONNECTION

Delores Athey-Clearfield, Director of Strategic Partnerships and Continuum of Care,
Capital City Nurses, What Medicare Really Covers, Resources, and More!

Inaugural Health and Wellness Fair Held in Great Falls

Speakers share key
talking points.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he Great Falls Grange Foundation

hosted the Inaugural Health and

Wellness Fair on Saturday, Sept.

16. The event, which Julie Maher,
executive director of the Grange Founda-
tion, and Karen McPhail, chair of the Health
and Wellness Fair and member of the Great
Falls Grange Foundation Board, organized,
featured speakers from seven different orga-
nizations and businesses. Additionally, the
fair featured 22 vendors and an on-site lab,
according to June Kelly of the Great Falls Ro-
tary Club.

Silver sponsors Great Falls Assisted Living
— A Memory Care Community, and Great
Falls Physical Therapy joined gold sponsors
Dr. Ranjana Chawla, Ayurveda and Alterna-
tive Medicine, and Brightview of Great Falls
in supporting the five-hour event.

Highlights:

Peggy Breda, Founder/Owner of A Fami-
ly Tie- Topic: Navigating Senior Living with
Ease: Communication is key. Share your ex-
pectations for your loved one’s care. All as-
sisted living communities are not the same.
Use a local advisor to help you navigate all
the options that meet your particular loved
ones’ needs.

Gabriela Bravo, The Residence at Colvin
Run- Assisted living can be a scary set of
words, but its goals align with yours: inde-
pendence, autonomy, and companionship.
Being at home to age in place can only be
the goal for as long as it is safe and realistic.
The Residence at Colvin Run is a luxurious,
boutique community that puts residents
first.

June Melloni Kelly, Ph.D., Rotary Club
of Great Falls and Opioid Abuse Prevention
lead- “There is a growing problem with drug
misuse and abuse throughout the country
that also affects our local communities. In

Joan Bliss and Katie Camogursky, Great Falls Fire and Rescue P
HOTOS CONTRIBUTED

(From left) June Melloni Kelly, president-elect; Jeff Pan; Elizabeth Bouchard, board
member; Wilbert Wilkinson, past president; Teresa Rutledge board member; Connie
Sawtell president; Eileen Curtis, past president and David Hunt
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2022, more than 90 percent of fatal over-
doses in Fairfax County involved fentanyl.
Every person can help prevent a potential
first-time drug abuser. Properly dispose of
unused drugs in the medicine cabinets of
your home; consider using a medicine lock
box for necessary medicines; and talk to
your children about the dangers of over-
dosing. By age 11, children are starting to
self-medicate.”

Joan Bliss and Katie Camorgursky, para-
medic of Great Falls Fire and Rescue- Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue, reminds all res-
idents that hands-only CPR can save lives.
About 90 percent of people who experience
cardiac arrest at home, work, or in public
die because they don’t receive immediate
CPR from someone on the scene. Seventy
percent of cardiac arrests occur in the home,
so knowing how to give CPR in an emergen-
cy means you are prepared to save the lives
of the people you love. Studies have shown
that hands-only CPR is just as effective on an
adult cardiac arrest victim as conventional
CPR with breaths when given in the first few
minutes, especially if an automated external
defibrillator (AED) is used.

Jane Rutledge Hampson, OTR/L, pediatric
occupational therapist, owner of Common
Senses, LLC- We each have unique patterns
of interacting with our sensory environ-
ment. Our comfort level with distractions
and change, or recognition of detail and
patterns, and our skills at organizing time
and space are all based on our sensory pro-
cessing. Knowing your unique sensory pro-
file can help you identify your strengths and
challenges and make engaging in life more
satisfying. As a parent, knowing your child’s
sensory profile can improve your ability to
nurture, encourage, and build confidence
and resilience in your child.

Other speakers included Abigail Lawler,
M.D., Inova Parkinson’s and Movement Dis-
orders Center, Living Well with Parkinson’s,
and Delores Athey-Clearfield, Director of
Strategic Partnerships and Continuum of
Care, Capital City Nurses, What Medicare
Really Covers, Resources, and More
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Interview with Author Daniel Stuart Olmes

Behind the
writing process
and life’s “aha”
moments.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

aniel Stuart Olmes of

Fairfax County wrote

and narrates “Memoirs

of an Ordinary Guy:
The Everyday Experiences That
Changed My Life.” Olmes wrote
the book throughout his day, start-
ing at 3 a.m. He wrote after that
while running around Reston and
Herndon, because that’s when in-
spiration struck. Running is the ul-
timate distraction.

“It’s very difficult to have neg-
ative emotions while you're exer-
cising, and it’s amazing what does
come when you’re not obsessing
over everything that’s wrong with
your life,” Olmes said.

In the shower was another
place he needed to jot down his
thoughts. There were ah-ha mo-
ments throughout his day. Thank
goodness for the water-resistant
watches Olmes used for dictation
and auto-translation.

According to Olmes, writing is
not about making money. It never
was and will never be. He wrote
the book for the benefit and en-
joyment of everyone else and not
for personal gain. Olmes provided

Daniel Stuart Olmes’ book, “Memoirs of an Ordinary Guy: The Ev-
eryday Experiences That Changed My Life”

an illustrative anecdote: “I haven’t
had a drink in 17 years.”

The first few chapters of the book
are about Olmes’ struggle with al-
cohol and substance abuse. He
mentioned three people he knows
who have made “very courageous
decisions based on those stories.”
Olmes understands that not every-
one will make a life-changing deci-
sion as a result of something they
read, saw, or heard.”

However, everyone should do

their part to spread more love and
positivity, he said. “The more we
do it, the more the universe re-
sponds,” Olmes explained. Olmes
devotes an entire chapter to the
subject of love. He believes there
are “aha moments” in people’s
lives. Olmes hopes that when those
moments reach people, they pause
and reflect. Olmes described one
of those moments for him.

He was leaving his house for
work one day, discouraged and de-

pressed due to a personal issue. He
comes to a stop sign near an ele-
mentary school. A woman and her
young son were on their way to
school. The scene was uncommon
in that the boy was riding on the
handlebar of his mother’s power
wheelchair. Olmes observed how
these two interacted and how the
love between them played out. It
happened at eye level.

“They laughed; they were en-
joying each other’s company. And
here I am. I was depressed about a
certain aspect of my life, but I was
watching this woman who clearly
had a lot of things that were chal-
lenging in her life,” Olmes said.
According to Olmes, the first thing
that occurred to him was that if
that mother could smile, so could
he. It’s just a matter of perspective.

“Memoirs of an Ordinary Guy:
The Everyday Experiences That
Changed My Life,” according to
Olmes, is a collection of such inci-
dents mixed in with “all kinds of
stuff,” such as his love of science,
physics, philosophy, popular cul-
ture, and art.

Olmes says he is an introvert and
an observer of the world. He is con-
tent watching things and people,
what they do, and why they do it.
As a result, Olmes believes he is a
good listener. “I think I take in prob-
ably more information than most
people to make a decision,” he said.

The success of a newly pub-
lished book is dependent on many
factors, two of which are the selec-
tion of an appropriate title and the

design of the cover. Post Hill Press
published Daniel Stuart Olmes’
book earlier this year.

Olmes stands alone on a path in
the woods on the cover. Light rays
dapple the scene. He is not in the
center of the image but rather to
the left, near the fore-edge of the
book. Olmes crosses his arms and
tilts his head and body to the left,
observing something unknown
that prompts him to smile back.
He is present and inquisitive; his
enigmatic smile begs the potential
reader to open the book and read
a few pages.

When asked why he chose that
as the cover of his book, Olmes
said that it is a confident image.
“You might think it’s a paradox
that the guy on the cover doesn’t
necessarily look like an ordinary
guy. By the look on my face, you
can tell I'm looking at the world
inquisitively and thoughtfully. I'm
contemplating something deeper,
giving the world more attention
than usual.”

For Olmes, writing the book is his
way of giving back to the world that
has given him so much. His wish is
that the book will remind people of
the importance of introspection.

“I hope that everybody who
reads the book, in some small
way, changes the way they see the
world for the staggering miracle
and beauty that it is,” Olmes said.
“You don’t have to see something
huge and grand to recognize that
the subtlety of life is where the
greatest beauty exists.”

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he Town of Herndon
Parks and Recreation
Department offers a

newly approved lower fee en-
try for admission to the com-
munity center to residents in
lower income brackets. A daily
or multi-visit admission pass
grants access to the community
center’s indoor pool, gymnasi-
um, fitness room, and racquet-
ball courts.

“Families who may typically
and historically be under-con-
nected to valuable assets in the
community or underrepresent-

ed in spaces positioned for advo-
cacy will now be able to directly
experience the benefits the pro-
gramming at the Herndon Com-
munity Center can offer,” Cindy
Roeder, director of Herndon Parks
and Recreation, wrote on behalf
of the town in an email on Friday,
Sept. 15.

The price decrease resulted from
a community collaboration with
12 ON Herndon Ambassadors of
Cornerstones, who advocated for
more affordable access to Hern-
don’s recreational activities. On
September 12, the Town of Hern-
don Council approved a resolution
to amend the town’s parks and rec-
reation fees.

Reduced Fee Schedule Comes to

Collaborative effort by Cornerstones’ Opportunity
Neighborhood influenced system gap remediation.

ON is an abbreviation for Fair-
fax County’s Opportunity Neigh-
borhoods initiative of Neighbor-
hood and Community Services.
Led locally in Herndon by the
nonprofit Cornerstones, it brings
together residents, service provid-
ers, schools, and other support-
ers in the community to create a
shared vision to address needs and
achieve equitable results for youth
and their caregivers.

Alexandra Stewart is the strate-
gic director of Cornerstone’s Op-
portunity Neighborhoods in Res-
ton. During a public comment at
the Sept. 12 Herndon Town Coun-
cil meeting, Stewart said that “an
amazing partnership was formed

Community Center

to develop the vision” through the
commitment and dedicated collab-
oration of Opportunity Neighbor-
hoods’ 12 resident leaders. They
hold the title of either neighbor-
hood ambassador or community
connector. Members collaborated
to identify system gaps and meet
community needs, striving for eq-
uitable outcomes.

The Opportunity Neighborhood
members who worked hard to
change the fee policy were gath-
ered beside Stewart at the Town
Council Public Hearing. Standing
at the microphone and addressing
the council, Stewart, emotional
with pride, had to pause, hand on
heart, and take a deep breath be-
fore she called out their names one
by one, and they stood for recog-
nition.

“The town is extremely appre-
ciative of the collaborative spirit

demonstrated by the ON Hern-
don team, and we look forward
to working with them on future
projects to inform, engage, and
celebrate Herndon’s diverse
community,” Roeder added.

Earlier this month, during a
council work session, Roeder
briefed Herndon Town Council
members on the proposed res-
olution to expand access to the
community center’s program-
ming for Town of Herndon fam-
ilies and individuals. They are
residents who, due to financial
constraints, may need help to
utilize the center.

The fee reduction will in-
crease opportunities for social-
ization, personal and family
wellness, physical and mental
health, and a sense of belonging
within Herndon’s important pil-
lar and community.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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WILDLIFE

Brush Piles — Headach

From chipmunks to

chickadees, these can

shelter local wildlife.

By GLENDA C. BOOTH
THE CONNECTION

ropical storm Ophelia soaked the
Washington area last weekend,
leaving behind, among other im-
pacts, fallen limbs and sticks scat-
tered around. Instead of becoming landfill
or incinerator material, they can support lo-
cal wildlife, from chipmunks to chickadees.

“Brush piles are a valuable habitat com-
ponent for many wildlife species, especially
in areas where good natural cover is lack-
ing,” says the Virginia Department of Forest-
ry website. A brush pile is a mound or heap
of woody vegetative material. While some
may see a brush pile as an unsightly jumble
of sticks, brush piles can be valuable habi-
tat. In fact, in some places, they are called
“rabbitats,” used by rabbits like our Eastern
cottontail.

Among others, DOF lists these animals
as using brush piles: rabbits, chipmunks,
squirrels, raccoons, foxes, box turtles, gray
treefrogs and many insects. Birds often use
brush piles as shelter during severe weather
and feed on the pile’s insects.

Brush piles can offer a safe retreat from
predators, provide areas to rest, feed and
shelter from bad weather and be a place to
raise young. Lizards, for example, may lay
eggs in the rotten wood.

As a brush pile decomposes, it helps en-
rich the soil. As the materials biodegrade,
they provide a home for invertebrates and
micro-organisms for many years. Milli-
pedes, sowbugs and pillbugs feed on the
dead plant material. Lichens may grow on
wood surfaces.

Fewer trips to the landfill means reducing
pollution from gas-powered vehicles. Vehic-
ular traffic is the major source of heat-trap-
ping greenhouse gases in Northern Virginia.
Fairfax County’s data show that transporta-
tion and mobile emissions are 42 percent of
all carbon emissions.

How to Build a Brush Pile
Most experts recommend starting with a
sturdy base, putting the largest logs or limbs

A brush pile supports many wildlife species.

down first to create “tunnels” and air spac-
es. Some people use discarded wooden, un-
treated pallets or rocks as a base. Then just
pile up branches, twigs or prunings, going
from longer to shorter on top. Some recom-
mend placing branches at different angles
to form air spaces. Experts recommend not
packing the materials down. Virginia DOF
advises, “Effective brush piles are at least six
to eight feet wide — usually larger — and at
least four to six feet tall.”

Wildlife biologists urge avoiding materials
that may have toxic substances, like pres-
sure-treated lumber, lead-painted materials,
tires or other petroleum-based products. A
brush pile is basically just a pile of sticks.

Some people put evergreen foliage on top
to create a dry place for birds to roost in the
winter, especially if there are no evergreen
trees or shrubs nearby. Some add discarded
Christmas trees and cutback perennials and
grasses. Some people grow flowering vines
like trumpet honeysuckle and passion flower
over their brush piles. The blossoms provide
nectar for pollinators.

While some people may see a brush pile
as unkempt and “messy,” incompatible with
typical grassy landscapes, the piles can be

PHOTO BY LARRY MEADE

Male and female Northern Cardinal

A box turtle hiding

10 % THE CoONNECTION # OCTOBER 4-10, 2023

PHOTO BY GLENDA BOOTH
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Northern Cardinal

tucked into a back corner, behind shrubbery
or along a fence. And they cost nothing.
Here’s what Alonso Abugattas of the Cap-
ital Naturalist blog has to say: “Brush piles
don’t just provide wildlife sheltering and
feeding habitat, and occasionally nesting
and basking sites, but also good locations to
pile your leaves, branches and cuttings from
your garden when you clean up. The native
bees, chrysalis, cocoons, larvae and other
ways that invertebrates spend the winter in
them now have a safe place to overwinter
and then emerge the following spring. And
even if they don’t, they can feed birds and

PHOTO BY ALONSO ABUGATTAS

es or Havens?

PHOTO BY LARRY MEADE
Eastern chipmunk

PHOTO BY LARRY MEADE
Eastern Towhee

PHOTO BY LARRY MEADE
Brown Thrasher

PHOTO BY ALONSO ABUCATTAS
White throated sparrow.

other wildlife, along with the seed heads
that they may harbor. This is all part of us
being a good neighbor for wildlife that is
struggling to survive.”

“A brush pile is a place of life, death
and regeneration,” says a Department of
Forestry brochure.

PHOTO BY ALONSO ABUCATTAS

Cottontail rabbit
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Suspect in Chantilly
Sex Crimes Acquitted

Prosecution’s case against Dinh
disintegrates at preliminary hearing.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

ailed and charged with

sexual battery and abduc-

tion with intent to defile,

Hien The Dinh, 20, sat
through his entire preliminary
hearing, Sept. 18, in handcuffs.
That's because Fairfax County
General District Court bailiffs con-
sidered him a flight risk.

Ultimately, though - even
though his attorney agreed a sex-
ual assault took place — she was
able to make mincemeat out of the
police investigation and the prose-
cution’s case. And at the end, the
judge’s unexpected ruling to dis-
miss both charges came so quickly
and with so little explanation, it
left many in court asking each oth-
er, “Wait, what just happened?”

In early July, both TV and print
media published stories about two
sexual assaults in the Meadows of
Chantilly mobile home park. One
happened May 18, and the other,
July 3. So when police developed
Dinh as their suspect, arresting
him July 6, Chief Kevin Davis held
a press conference denigrating
Dinh and praising his officers.

Police charged Dinh, of Stafford,
with the July 3 offense and said they
were investigating him for the May
crime. But they never charged him
with it; and in court, Sept. 18 — due
to a combination of an inexperienced
sex-crimes detective and the pros-
ecution not bringing surveillance
video to court as evidence — the case
against Dinh simply collapsed.

At the start, the victim, 23, tes-
tified that on July 3, around 11:30
a.m., she and her mother had just
returned home from shopping,

when her mother went to knock on
a friend’s door, leaving the young
woman outside with her little
brother in his stroller.

Then, she said, via a Span-
ish-language interpreter, ‘A man
came from behind me and touched
all my intimate parts with one
hand and tried to detain me with
his other arm. He attempted to
hold onto me, and I screamed with
all my strength and didn’t let go
of the stroller. I was paralyzed. He
put his hands on my rear and on
my vaginal area.” Crying, she add-
ed, “I was scared, afraid.

“I didn’t know him, and he didn’t
say anything; I don’t know what his
intentions were. After I screamed,
he let go of me, and that’'s when
my mother turned around. I re-
mained still; I didn’t know what to
do but scream. When my mother
saw him, he took off running.”

Under cross examination from
Public Defender Dawn Butorac,
the woman said everything oc-
curred quickly. She described what
the man was wearing but said she
couldn’t tell what race he was be-
cause he wore a surgical mask.
She said the touching was over
her clothes but, because she was
wearing short shorts made of thin
material, “I could feel everything.”

Assistant Commonwealth’s At-
torney Kate Steier then called po-
lice Det. Willmer Romero, with the
Adult Sex Crimes Unit. He said he
responded to the scene and was
briefed by two other officers. He
also said he interviewed Dinh on
July 6, after police developed him
as a “person of interest” in this case,
and he pointed out Dinh in court.

SEE ACQUITTED, PAGE |5

Your hometown

home & auto team

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA 20190

ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CTR
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG
703-435-2300

When you go with State Farm®,
you get neighborly service and a
local agent — all for a surprisingly
great rate.

Give me a call and get a quote
today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm undenwriting requirements.

FOR EVERY GENERATION.
THIS IS WHY WE WALK.

At the Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s®, we're fighting for a different
future. For families facing the disease today. For more time. For treatments.

We're closer than ever to stopping Alzheimer’s. But to get there, we need you. Join us
for the world’s largest fundraiser to fight the disease.

REGISTER FOR A WALK NEAR YOU AT ALZ.ORG/WALK.

2023 WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S

Oct. 14
Oct. 22

Washington, DC
Reston, VA

2023 NATIONAL PRESENTING SPONSOR

Edward Jones:

WALK

ZEND
ALZHEIMER’S

ALZHEIMER'S % ASSOCIATION’

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

e Electrical (ELE)

* Gas Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB)

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

10inlng unill ing
is complste for iz
0ast 17 years

703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

NOW THRU NOV. 10

Into the Hothouse Exhibit. At
Gillespie Gallery of Art, GMU’s Art
and Design Building, 4515 Patriot
Circle, Fairfax. Mason Exhibitions
presents Into the Hothouse, an
immersive site-specific installation
by Chicago-based artist Aimée
Beaubien. The exhibit is a catego-
ry-defying constellation of dozens
of gathered, printed, and hand-
made works that explore botanical
and environmental subject matter.
Natural forms, technological
interventions, and laborious craft
techniques abound. The gallery is
free and open to the public from
Monday to Friday from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH

SATURDAYS

Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence
and Sen. John Warner Maritime
Heritage Center. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. At Alexandria’s Waterfront
Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria.
Guests of all ages are recruited into
the Continental Navy aboard Tall
Ship Providence with legendary
Captain John Paul Jones. Recruits
are assigned jobs on the ship, learn
where they will work and live, how
to load a cannon, etc... Tours con-
clude in the Naval History Theatre
with a film about the ship. The
Heritage center is a floating muse-
um on the Alexandria waterfront.
Visit https://tallshipprovidence.
org/

FUNDAY MONDAY

“Funday Monday is open to children
of all ages, however is best suit-
ed for the preschool set! Funday
Monday runs from 10:30 a.m. to
11:15 a.m. and — unless otherwise
noted — is held at Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
There are plenty of free parking
lots/garages in Old Town Fairfax.
Stroller access is available at the
side entrance Old Town Hall facing
Route 236/Main Street. For more
information visit www.fairfaxva.
gov/government/parks-recreation/
cultural-arts.”

SCHEDULE

Oct. 9 -- No Program

Oct. 16 -- Music together Sing and
Groove

Oct. 23 -- My Gym

Oct. 30 -- Kids Nature Puppet Show
“Creepy Creatures”

Nov 6 -- Miss Mollie’s Musical Fun

Nov. 13 -- No Program

Nov. 20 -- My Gym

Nov. 27 -- Drew Blue Shoes Magic

Dec. 4 -- Music Together Sing and
Groove

Dec. 11 -- My Gym

Dec. 18 -- TBD

SATURDAYS THRU NOVEMBER

Reston Museum. See how Reston’s
founding principles were imple-
mented by joining the upcoming
walking tour. Tour will be held
10 a.m. every Saturday through
November. Sign up at: https://
www.restonmuseum.org/event-de-
tails/guided-walking-tour-res-
tons-founding-2023-09-09-10-00

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER
Spooky Fall Festivities. At Go Ape

Zipline & Adventure Park, South
Run RECenter, Springfield. This
ground-based experience will take
guests on a hike through the park,
navigating various creatures from
your deepest, darkest nightmares.
Participants will be immersed in
the natural environment, never

knowing what might be waiting
around the next curve in the path.
Is that just the wind through the
branches? Definitely not! This
guided, anxiety-filled adventure
will take 20-30 minutes with a
cost of $14.95 per person. Go

Ape is also expanding the Frights
at Height experience! Launched

in 2022, this autumnal aerial
activity is now available on select
evenings in both September and
October. Guests will find zombies,
ghosts, and ghouls hiding in creepy
corners under the Treetop Journey
zipline and ropes course. Only
$39.95 per person for this 1-hour
gravity defying, scream-filled
adventure after dark...if you dare.
Visit www.goape.com.

NOW THRU NOV. 7
Cox Farms Fall Festival 2023. At Cox

Farms, corner of Braddock Road
and Pleasant Valley Road, Centre-
ville. The Fall Festival is filled with
family-friendly entertainment and
attractions including slides, swings,
animals, hayrides and more. From
the world-famous hayride to our
corny Cornundrum and giant
slides, our Fall Festival has some-
thing for the whole family. The Fall
Festival is open Sept. 16-17, and
then Thursday through Monday
Sept. 23-Nov. 6, plus Tuesday, Nov.
7. Hours Sept. 16 — 17; Thursdays
through Mondays Sept. 23 — Oct.
30: 10 am. -6 p.m. | Nov. 2-7:
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (last entry one
hour before closing). Market is
open daily through Nov. 7.

The Fields of Fear Hours: Friday and

Saturday nights Sept. 22 — Nov. 4
(plus Sunday, Oct. 8) 7:30-11 p.m.
(last entry 10 p.m.) Featuring more
than 20 acres of fear and spooky
attractions.

NOW THRU OCT. 29
Fall Fest 2023. At Reston Farm Gar-

den Market, 10800 Baron Cameron
Avenue, Reston. Saturdays and
Sundays from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p-m. The Fall Fest schedule spans
weekends from September 23rd to
October 29th, with the Colum-

bus Day special on October 9th,
operating from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Tickets are $20 per child and
$5 per parent, while children aged
two and under enter for free. The
festival offers a variety of activities,
including inflatables such as a

corn maze, two 20’ slides, two
pumpkin bounce houses, and a
basketball game. There’s also a
charming petting zoo, the Reston
Farm Garden Market Express Train,
and live music for entertainment.
The market features seasonal items
like chrysanthemums, pansies,
fresh produce, natural jams, local
organic honey, farm-fresh products,
pumpkins, seasonal decor, and

our famous Apple Cider Donuts.
You can also savor offerings from
local food trucks throughout the
weekend. Book your tickets on our
website: https://www.restonfarm.
com/fall-fest.

SEPT. 28 TO OCT. 22

(EXTENDED)
”The Chosen.” At 1st Stage, 1524

Spring Hill Road, Tysons. Thurs-
days at 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 7:30
p-m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.
The Chosen by Aaron Posner and
Chaim Potok, directed by Alex
Levy. Tickets: $25-$50 general
admission, $15 students, educa-
tors, and military. Purchase online
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at www.1ststage.org or 703-854-
1856.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 4
Panel Discussion on Book Banning.

10 a.m. At the Little River United
Church of Christ, 8410 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. Hosted by
the Lifetime Learning Institute of
Northern Virginia, the panelists
will be Matt Callahan, senior staff
attorney at the American Civil
Liberties Union of Virginia, and
Lisa Varga, Executive Director of
the Virginia Library Association.
The panelists will discuss the law
and policy applicable to banning
books in libraries, both public and
in schools, and in bookstores, and
whether certain books should be
restricted to certain readers based
on age or removed from library
shelves entirely. For further infor-
mation, contact David Drachsler at
drachslerd @gmail.com.

THURSDAY/OCT. 5
“Women on the Verge of a Nervous

Breakdown”. 1 p.m. At McLean
Community Center 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. (Spain; Directed

by Pedro Almoddévar); Shown in
Spanish with English subtitles. In
Almodévar’s breakout dark come-
dy, a television actress encounters a
variety of eccentric characters after
embarking on a journey to discover
why her lover abruptly left her.

THURSDAY/OCT. 5
Free Fall Concert. 6:45 p.m. At Burke

Lake Park, Fairfax Station. Super-
visor Pat Herrity (Springfield Dis-
trict) along with the Fairfax County
Park Authority and Foundation will
be hosting a Fall Free Concert at
Burke Lake Park. The concert will
feature the Magic Trio, a three-
man rock n’ roll band based out

of Northern Virginia. 2 Silos food
and drinks will be available for
purchase at the event. Attendees
are encouraged to bring blankets,
lawn chairs, picnic dinner, and

to dress appropriately for a fall
evening show.

THURSDAY/OCT. 5
Foreign Language Film. 1 p.m. At

The Alden, McLean Communi-

ty Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The Alden’s foreign
language movie series is curated
by Performing Arts Director Sarah
Schallern Treff, with more than a
little help from our audience mem-
bers! The series has a few surprises
thrown in.

OCT. 5-9
Disney on Ice. At Eagle Bank Arena,

4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax. This
newest Disney On Ice spectacular
features the most Disney characters
in one show, including the on-ice
debuts of Frozen 2 and Raya and
the Last Dragon. Audiences will
take a journey across the night sky
with Mickey, Minnie, and all their
friends from Encanto, The Princess
and the Frog, Toy Story, Moana,
Cars, Aladdin, and more. Tickets
now available for purchase online
at Ticketmaster.com or visit the
venue Box Office.

Dates and Times:
Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 PM
Friday, October 6 at 10:30 AM & 7:00

PM

Saturday, October 7 at 10:30 AM, 2:30

PM & 6:30 PM

Sunday, October 8 at 10:30 AM, 2:30

PM & 6:30 PM

Monday, October 9 at 1:00 PM

OCT. 6 TO OCT. 31
The Haunted Trail. Every Friday, Sat-

urday and Sunday night starting at
6:30 p.m. At The Workhouse Arts
Center, Lorton. The Workhouse
Arts Center celebrates its 10th
annual Haunted Trail by bringing
scares and laughs to the Hallow-
een season. Haunt: Game Over
immerses guests through a highly
themed walk-through experience,
as creepy characters deliver con-
tactless scares in multiple scenes.
Guests will travel in small groups
via a timed entry for a frightening
experience that brings them next
to abandoned, historic buildings
where they will encounter terri-
fying characters and sights that
are not for the faint of heart. The
spirits will get loud with live music
on Fridays, Saturdays, and Hallow-
een night, with a rotating schedule
of band performances in the Rizer
Pavilion, which also serves as the
check-in area and ‘virtual line’

for Haunt entry. Food trucks, soft
drinks, snacks, wine, beer, and
themed-specialty drinks will be
available for purchase on campus.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m.; Final
groups will be dispatched by 10:30
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays;
and 9:30 p.m. on Sundays.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Vienna Oktoberfest. 11 a.m. to 7

p.m. On Historic Church Street,
Vienna. More vendors, more food,
great music and entertainment,
plenty of free kids activities and
locally-sourced beer and wine
selections. The festival has histor-
ically drawn an average of 20,000-
30,000 attendees and is sure to be
a smash hit this year. Presented
by the Vienna Business Association
and the Town of Vienna.

Vienna’s 2023 Oktoberfest will fea-

ture:

« Live entertainment on three stages:

Main Stage, Kid’s Stage, Acoustic
Stage

< Beer/Wine Garden featuring the

Caboose Brewing Company, Hawk
and Griffin, Norm’s Beer and Wine
and Vienna Vintner

« Beer and multinational food offer-

ings located on Mill Street

< Free kids activities, inflatables,

games and entertainment on the
Town Green

< Business Expo Showcase

< Vendor Marktplatz

< Artisan Market

< Loads and Loads of Fun!

Visit www.viennaoktoberfest.org.

OCT. 7-8
Virginia Opera Presents Siegfried.
At GMU’s Center for the Arts,

Vienna Oktoberfest takes place Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023 in Vienna.

Fairfax. Reenter the fantasy realm
of gods, heroes, and an epic quest
for true love in Wagner’s Der Ring
des Nibelungen (the “Ring” cycle)
with Virginia Opera’s production
of Siegfried. Libretto and Music
by Richard Wagner; Adaptation by
Jonathan Dove and Graham Vick;
Orchestral Version by Jonathan
Dove; Sung in German with
English surtitles. Featuring the Vir-
ginia Symphony Orchestra. Adam
Turner, Conductor.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Vance Gilbert with Sue Horowitz.

7 p.m. At Community Lutheran
Church, 21014 Whitfield Place,
Sterling. Adv tickets $25, day-
of $30 (member / congregation
as-applicable $25 at the door) at
www.focusmusic.org | Info: at
rob@focusmusic.org or www.
focusmusic.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Moneyless Market. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

At Chantilly Baptist Church, 14312
hantilly Baptist Lane, Chantilly.
Chantilly Baptist Church is holding
its “Moneyless Market” where
those in need in the community
can come and receive donated
clothing items free of charge.
There will be clothing for women,
men, children, and babies. There
will be free pony rides from 12 to
2 p.m., a car show, children’s en-
tertainment, and food. Visit www.
chantillybaptist.org or call the
office at 703-378-6880.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Parktober Fest. Noon to 5 p.m. At

Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, 5049
Walney Road, Chantilly. The whole
family is invited to a celebration
at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park that is
becoming a community tradition.
Join friends to shop local from
artists and artisans, makers and
bakers. Enjoy delicious food and
drink from Ono Brewing Co. and
DC Steakholders. Call 703-631-
0013.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
DC-Metro Modern Home Tour. At

homes located in McLean, Arling-
ton, D.C. and Chevy Chase. Visitors
will get to see and celebrate some
of the finest examples of current
Modern residential architecture in
the DC area — and meet the people
who created them. Host/organizer
— Modern Architecture + Design
Society; partner/”Finale House”
hosts — listModern; participants —
BLDUS, Alair Homes with architect
Paul Weber and designer Iona Tza-
tcheva, MPR Architecture, Sagatov
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Design+Build, Paola One Design,
and Green Build Group. Visit the
website https://mads.media/2023-
dc-metro-modern-home-tour/

SATURDAY/OCT. 7

Clifton Day will be held Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023 in the Town of Clifton.

of Commerce, the race features a
USATF-certified course through the
heart of McLean and is designed

to appeal to runners of all abilities.
The proceeds of the run benefit the
McLean Community Foundation.
Register at mclean5k.com

included. Our ghosts and goblins
will be appearing throughout the
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bring a
date, a friend or the whole family.
This mini golf experience is fun for
everyone! Buy your tickets before
they sell out! Cost is $10. Call

Capital Art and Craft Festival,

Oct. 13-15, 2023

More than 200 artists from
throughout the US will be at
the Dulles Expo Center. Art
and crafts return to Northern
Virginia Oct. 13-15, 2023 as
the Capital Art & Craft Festival
(www.CapitalArtandCraftFes-
tivals.com) brings more than
250 juried artisans to Dulles
Expo Center for its Fall week-
end event.

The Capital Art & Craft Fes-
tival will feature handcrafted,
one of a kind art in more than
a dozen mediums including
glass, jewelry, leather, paint-

ings, prints, photography, pot-
tery, wearable art and wood. It
is the largest indoor arts festival
in Northern Virginia.

Capital Art and Craft Festival,
Oct. 13-15, 2023 - Dulles Expo
Center, 4320 Chantilly Shopping
Center, Chantilly, VA 20151

Friday, Oct 13 and Saturday
Oct 14: 10 am - 5 pm; Sunday
Oct 15: 10 am -4 pm

Tickets: $10 in advance; $12
at the door; Senior discount
available; children under 12 free

Ticket information: www.Cap-
italArtAndCraftFestivals.com

dealers, vintage sellers and other
vendors. Live music, children’s
activities, pony rides, a beer and
wine garden and other delicious
food and beverage choices add
to the fun. Clifton Day is fami-
ly-friendly event but please leave
your pets at home.

Admission. Registration required
for Sensory Friendly Experience at
9:30 a.m. only. Families can now
come from 9:30-10 a.m. to see and
touch the trucks without all the
noise. Join them during the Fairfax
County Public Schools’ holiday for
this free event that gives kids and
families the chance to see, touch

SUNDAY/OCT. 8

T-TRAK Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m.
At Fairfax Station Railroad Muse-
um, 11200 Fairfax Station Road,
Fairfax Station. The Northern

Virginia T-TRAK members will hold

a N gauge Model Train Display at

the Fairfax Station Railroad Muse-

um. Admission: museum mem-
bers, free; adults 13 and over, $5;
children 5-12, $3; under 4, free.

and explore some of their favorite
vehicles.

TUESDAY/OCT. 10
McLean Historical Society Meeting.

7:30 p.m. At McLean Communi-

ty Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The program will feature
Paul Kreingold who will discuss
“Potomac Marble.” All are welcome
to attend at no charge.

Seniors 65+ and military (active &
retired), $4. For more information
on the museum and show events
phone 703-425-9225. Visit www.

SATURDAY/OCT. 14
Open House. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sponsored by Vienna Volunteer

McLean 5K Race. 8 a.m. Registration,
Package Pick Up, Warmup begins
at 7 a.m.; Race begins at 8 a.m. At
McLean Square Shopping Center,
6631 Old Dominion Drive, McLean.

703-323-6600. fairfax-station.org. Fire Department, 400 Center St., S,
Vienna. Join them for food, games,
interactive learning, live demos,

safety workshops, prizes and more.

OCT. 7-8, 14-15 AND 21-22
Goblin Golf. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. At
Burke Lake Park, 7315 Ox Road,

SUNDAY/OCT. 8
Clifton Day. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. To be

OCT. 8-9
Community Wide Yard Sale. 12-3

Hosted by the McLean Community
Center with the support of spon-
sors, Century 21 New Millennium
and the Greater McLean Chamber

Fairfax Station. Halloween arrives
early at the Burke Lake Park mini
golf course. Enjoy a festive-themed
experience with Halloween treats

held on Main Street in the Town
of Clifton. Now in its 55th year,
Clifton Day features a marketplace
with around 150 artisans, antique

Military
Appreciation
Monday

Mark you calendars for
the Oct. 16 Military Ap-
preciation Monday dinner
supporting the organization
Stop Soldier Suicide. If you
can join us, be sure to call
the Old Brogue at 703-759-
3309 and make a reserva-
tion for either the 5:30 or
7:30 seating. Helping pre-
vent suicide by our veterans
is by far the most important
thing we as a community
can do. If you can’t join us,
but would still like to make
a donation, click on the link
above and go to the “Donate
Now” tab. https://stopsol-
diersuicide.org/donate

A MAM (Military Appreci-
ation Monday) dinner more
than 13 years ago helped
launch Stop Soldier Suicide.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

p.m. Sunday; 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday. At Congregation Sha’are
Shalom, 19357 Evergreen Mills
Road, Leesburg. The large sale
will be held in the Synagogue’s
social hall and will include a wide
variety of unique items including:
clothing, shoes, accessories, toys/
games/puzzles, baby gear, books,
home decor, seasonal decor, dishes,
kitchen gear, small household
appliances, small furniture items,
electronics, media, and much
more. The yard sale will benefit
Rosie Uran Jewish Education
Center.

MONDAY/OCT. 9
Touch-A-Truck. 10 a.m.-noon. Free

Learn more at VVFD.org

FALL BOOK SALE

At Centreville Regional Library
14200 Saint Germain Dr., Cen-
treville. Fiction, nonfiction, DVDs
and audiobooks.

Bag sale on Sunday; fill a grocery bag
with books for $10.

Oct. 20, Friday, 1-5 p.m.

Oct. 21, Saturday, 10-5 p.m.

Oct. 22, Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

OCT. 28-29

Ghost Town at Burke Lake Park. 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. At 7315 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station. Tickets are $15/
person online until Oct. 26. Day of
tickets are $20.

Signiupifen
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

THE CONNECTION < OCTOBER 4-10, 2023 « 13



(SIPASSLEL-BPD™

MWWCONNECTIONNE\X/SPAPERS.COM

To ADVERTISE IN THIs PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 aM 703-778-9411

Legals

Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Tuckahoe Recreation Club Inc. trading as
Tuckahoe Recreation Club, 1814 Great Falls
St., McLean, Fairfax County, VA 22101-5414.
The above establishment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY fora
Wine and Beer on and off Premises license to
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Phil
Murray, General Manager. Date notice posted at
establishment: 9 18 2023. NOTE: Objections to
the issuance of this license must be submitted
to ABC no later than 30 days from the publish-
ing date of the first of two required newspaper
legal notices. Objections should be registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

An expert is someone who knows some of
the worst mistakes that can be made in
his subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Drones

From Pace 3

by Secretary’s Order (SO) 3379. It
addresses the Department’s critical
need for UAS capabilities while
ensuring that necessary security
measures and related mitigations
are met per Executive Order (EO)
13981.

Fairfax Police Department began
flying UAS (Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tem), or drone missions in 2019,
and by 2020, it had 30 trained
drone pilots. According to the de-
partment, they fly drones under
certain conditions, such as with a
search warrant, to serve a felony
arrest warrant at a wanted sub-
ject’s primary residence, when in
pursuit of someone actively sought
for an arrest, when there’s an am-
ber, senior, or blue alert; to investi-
gate a reportable traffic crash; in a
location where they have consent
to be; for training pilots and evalu-
ating equipment; and to “alleviate
an immediate danger to any per-
son,” such as an active shooter.

According to Captain Mike
Shamblin of the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department, the department
had 12 drones by mid-2021: six for
the SWAT team, one for the Tech-
nical Investigation Unit, one for
Fugitive & Apprehension, two for
the Crime Scene Unit, and two for
Helicopter Search & Rescue. There
are logs of drone activity and lists
of what the drones can and cannot
do on the county’s website.

The use of drones has raised
concerns. “There is no national
framework governing their use
and how police make use of the
data collected by the thousands of
drones being flown by thousands
of the machines across the United
States,” according to the Brookings
Institute. “In the absence of a fed-
eral framework for governing the
technology, cities, [counties], and
states have written a patchwork
of rules and regulations for po-
lice drone use that, taken togeth-
er, show what a more transparent
and just set of laws governing po-
lice aerial surveillance might look
like.”

Brookings cites the George
Floyd protests as an example, call-
ing them the largest protests in the
US since the 60s. Law enforcement
across the country gathered per-
sonal data on peaceful protesters
by means of drones, as well as so-
cial media, body cameras and fa-
cial recognition.

While Virginia and some other
states require a warrant for many
law enforcement use of drones, it
also exempts police from the war-
rant requirements if they’re using
drones for non-law enforcement
purposes, like taking photographs
of accident scenes, for disaster re-
sponse and for assessing traffic lev-
els, Brookings says.
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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: : pBTUSTNESS ™
Suspect in Chantilly ~ DirecToRry
Sex Crimes Acquitted

jected because the prosecution didn’t bring

Steier played part of that recorded inter- those videos to court to show as evidence. ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL
view for the court and entered it into evi- Butorac then asked Judge Dipti Pidik-

dence. In it, Dinh said he initially saw the iti-Smith to drop Dinh’s charges, saying,
woman in the shopping-center parking lot “This was a simple assault; abduction has to
and started following her in his car. “I had be more intentional detaining. There was a
a compulsion, and it overtook me,” he said. touch, she screamed, he immediately let go.
“So 1 followed her. I was trying not to, but  She said, ‘The other arm attempted to hold
it happened again. I started following her me. I don’t know what his intentions were.”
again, still fighting it.” “There has to be some intent to defile after

When Romero asked what that compul- an abduction, and some intent to abduct,”

sion made him do, Dinh replied, “To assault she continued. “This was a sexual assault -
her. I just slapped her butt and ran off.” He - the defiling was done. But the detective EDSE LING ERDEE LING

said he didn’t touch any other part of her, didn’t show Mr. Dinh a picture of the victim Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage
“just her shoulder.” or even ask what time of day it happened.”
Butorac then asked the detective how long Steier countered that Dinh “came from

he’d been with the Sex Crimes Unit, and he behind, grabbed her and held on, and [the
said, “four or five months” and that he’d only woman] stated she could not move — she
investigated “three or four” such cases. Under froze. It doesn’t matter if it’s quick or not.
her questioning, Romero also stated he didn’t Holding onto her is separate from him
ask Dinh to describe the victim, but Butorac  touching her. The defendant talked about
said it was something important Romero his compulsion and that he followed her and
should have done, since Dinh “could be sent  slapped her butt. Your Honor, there’s enough
to prison for life, if convicted.” to certify these charges [to the grand jury].”

“Did you show him a picture of the vic- But Butorac was adamant that “The Com-
tim?” she asked, to which Romero said no. monwealth failed to meet its burden of
“Don’t you think that might have been im- proof” and that the “identity [of the alleged
portant?” she asked him. assailant] wasn’t established.”

“I guess,” he replied. Pidikiti-Smith then dismissed both charges

Steier asked Romero what the surveil- against Dinh. “The victim said she was held
lance videos police obtained from the shop- and then modified her answer,” said the
ping-center businesses and from the neigh- judge. “While a crime was committed, there
borhood’s Ring cameras showed. Romero wasn’t sufficient evidence presented to con-
said they showed Dinh following the woman  nect this defendant to this victim.”

ROuNDUPS

From Pace 7

Car Seat Inspections on Oct. 12

Parents may get their children’s car seats inspected on Thursday, Oct. 12, from
5-8:30 p.m., outside the Sully District Police Station. It’s at 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in
Chantilly. Inspections are done on a first-come, first-served basis. Participants should
install the child safety seat themselves, so the inspection can be performed. The seat
will be properly re-installed if necessary, and parents will be taught how to install the

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

| ; o
seat properly in the future. Everyone is eligible. Another car-seat inspection is sched- - Alexamdna <gx ‘
uled for Nov. 9, at the same place and time. ZB{ﬂBﬁ ﬁpé}rtkkt
0" ubli )
And affiliated newspapers
. . Hlount Yernon Gasette
Fire Stations to Hold Open Houses onsessone OIS Covmeliw
In celebration of Fire Prevention Week, all Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Stations Thark you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to. nection Newspapers in the metropolian region
X ) X keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
will host open houses on Saturday, Oct. 14, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Stop by Stations 17 S:éf&i?im:@h"é‘?&S'%Tag?efg%@éﬁls?n!"é?gﬁa"(’miifi' gﬁiﬁ?!ﬁiﬂi!@i{feiﬁ‘g”rize"fgiﬁa"f{i’e‘pwﬁlﬁ"eslz
and 28 in Centreville, Station 15 in Chantilly, and Station 21 in Fair Oaks to meet local ’ rsonts 00 e no Sl iz 1 b kg o
; : . S R Lo . Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great ward ino 2022
firefighters and paramedics, join in children’s activities, learn about fire safety, and see i et o e o Ak Lo The enabear
. financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
the fire trucks and ambulances. bridged the shortall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved adveriiers have stayed the course supporting us
he fi ks and ambul

and both made our sunvival possible. We now await a_ throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginiain early Febru-the fal of 2021 we saw the retur of some adverlsing for
ary that we hope wil help us in 2022 and beyond. But we  events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to sunvive th first uarter, always a brutaltime horizon in so many ways. Revenue sl remains short of
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you. expenses despite our greatly curailed costs.

Halloween Trunk or Treat on Oct. 18
. newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless

Al gifs will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering

The Fairfax County Police Department is hosting its fourth annual, Halloween Trunk websites and to meet obigatons to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of famiy and children,

> employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. news, community events, school activities, and even pic-

or Treat on Wednesday, Oct. 18, from 6-8 p.m., in the county Government Center Theongong pandaricconues o cushmny s el auspapes oot oVt e oo somecion
. . . . papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
parking lot at 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax. People hosting trunks nveobeatrsk Newspapers and he Alvandia Gzate Packe! proide
. . . A 3 . . The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school

must register in advance, as well as parents wanting to bring their children to this T e et oot you urdasiand e vl of s

event. Registration for parents is open now at https://bit.ly/fcpdtot2023. Individuals,
businesses and organizations wanting to decorate their vehicle’s trunks and pass out
candy to children should register at https://bit.ly/fcpdtrunks23.

Conusctivn News,
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Certain
About Burton

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The little dog, affectionately referred to as, recently cel-
ebrated his first birthday. And as | anticipated when | wrote
my initial column about him/me having gotten a puppy for
the first time in 28 years or so: “Burton For Certain,” he has
been everything a dog owner could want. He's a sweet and
loving golden retriever (it's rare that the breed is anything
else) who still believes - at almost 75 pounds, that he's a
lapdog. Have you ever tried eating off a snack table with a
big dog sitting on your lap and sniffing your plate/fork? It's
not easy. Part of what brings me joy about Burton is the story
of how and why he was christened, so to speak, with his
name. I'm always interested in pet names and their stories,
if any, which people are only too happy to share about their
pet’s given name. And Burton, as with Brandy and Bailey
before him (both liquor-related), has a good backstory which
I will now share.

My wife, Dina surprised me with puppy-Burton on a
Saturday morning in early October one year ago. Dina was
helping a neighbor, or so | was told, that morning, when
she got up at 6 am to drive four hours to Lexington, Va.
What little did I know?: As Seargent Schultz said so often on
“Hogan's’ Heroes” so too did “I know nothing.” Of course,
I didn’t have a dog name at the ready since | was clueless
what Dina had started planning three months earlier in June
when she first met the breeder in Harper’s Ferry on a Satur-
day when we took a day trip with some friends. Fast forward,
when she arrived home later that afternoon, puppy in tow,
with the associated puppy paraphernalia, some of which
had been spread around the neighborhood - to maintain
the surprise, | was nearly speechless at the sight of him. He
was adorable and lovable. Dina placed him in my arms,
and | very nearly started to cry. | really hadn't thought much
about a puppy. Ever since | was diagnosed with cancer, |
had always thought that with the indeterminate issues with
my health and life expectancy, especially factoring in the
side effects - and demands of chemotherapy, that adding
to the family when we might be subtracting from it was a
risky proposition. Nevertheless, here | was back in the dog
business for the first time in 14 years. Having not considered
a canine addition, given the cancer diagnosis and the five
cats we already had in house, I was not thinking expansion.
As such, | was totally unprepared for Burton emotionally
(physically I could mostly manage, although occasionally
a little challenging on some days when I felt the effects of
14 years of chemotherapy), and since | had no inkling as
to what Dina was planning, | certainly didn’t know what to
call him.

For the next day, we struggled to give him a proper
name. We did agree that his name should begin with the
letter “B,” given the names of our two previous goldens, but
other than that, we were stuck. The only name we could pro-
duce was “Buddy,” but other than the “B" part, we weren't
all that enamored, particularly Dina. I can still see her sitting
on our living room couch that morning, cellphone in hand,
scrolling pet name lists on the internet, as we tried to resolve
this pet-naming dilemma. Frustrated by the choices we were
considering; we were temporarily at a loss. Then, out of
the blue, as I'm sitting in a wingchair perpendicular to the
couch, | get a text from Dina’s father in New York - who rare-
ly texts. He knew about the puppy surprise but had no idea
that we were focused on finding a name at that moment or
were as stuck as we were, struggling to find a suitable name
and beginning quite frankly to get a bit frustrated. Granted,
it was barely a day, and we hadn't had much time to get our
arms - and head around the changes to our life (me more so
than Dina obviously since she was the “surpriser”), but we
wanted to call him something other than “puppy.” And until
we had a name, it's almost as if the surprise wasn't quite
finished and therefore, we couldn’t move on and/or plan for
our new future as dog owners once again.

Then | hear my phone-text ring, look down on my lap,
and see a text out of the blue/unsolicited, from Dina’s father.
I click on his name and read the message. | immediately
smile and look over to the Dina on the couch, still scrolling/
researching names. | snicker and say, “Dina, your father
has just come up with the dog’s name: Burton.” And since
we live in Burtonsville and live in the Isaac Burton House
and the name begins with “B,” we had found/been given
Burton’s name. And when | said so, Dina smiled back at me
and chuckled: “Perfect,” and so he was officially named.
Soon thereafter, his AKC registration confirmed it: “Sir Isaac
Burton of Burtonsville.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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