Alexandria

Gazette Packe

SERVING ALEXANDRIA FOR OVER 200 YEARS ®* A CONNECTION NEWSPAPER

‘Shared Blood’

Wreath laying honors Civil War Colored Troops.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
CAZETTE PACKET

25 CENTS
NoVEMBER 9. 2023

hey were Black yet
fought alongside their
brethren as equals, sol-
diers determined to see
an end to slavery during the Civil
War. On Oct. 28, a wreath laying
ceremony honoring the soldiers of
the United States Colored Troops
was held at Alexandria National
Ceremony.
“U.S. Colored Troops shared
blood to be Americans,” said McAr-
thur Myers, Worshipful Grand His-
torian Universal Lodge #1 and one
of the organizers of the event. Members of the Magnus Joint Military Affairs Committee pose for
African Americans were recruit-  a photo at the wreath laying ceremony honoring the United States
ed during the Civil War to serve in  Colored Troops Oct. 28 at Alexandria National Cemetery.

d3dLNgI{AINOD SOLOH(]

the newly created United States
Colored Troops. By the end of the
war in 1865, the 175 USCT regi-
ments constituted about one-tenth
of the manpower of the Union
Army.

“U.S. Colored
Troops shared
blood to be

Americans.”
— Organizer McArthur Myers

“The regiments of the USCT be-
came the largest standing army of
Black soldiers in the history of the
world,” Myers said.

The Bureau of Colored Troops
was created in 1863 as a special
branch of the military for the pur-
pose of implementing President
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation, which read “that
such persons of suitable condition,
will be received into the armed
service of the United States to gar-
rison forts, positions, stations, and
other places, and to man vessels of
all sorts in said service.”

The USCT consisted of 135 regi-
ments of infantry soldiers, six reg-
iments of cavalry, one regiment of
light artillery and 13 regiments of
heavy artillery.

Additionally, 19,000 African
Americans served in the United
States Navy, and women served
in roles such as cooks and nurses.

Band of the 107th United States
Colored Infantry at Fort Corcor-
an, Alexandria (Arlington)
County, 1865.

The troops were predominantly
African American, but Asian Amer-
icans, Native Americans and Pacif-
ic Islanders also served under the
USCT.

When the war ended in April of
1865, about 20 percent of USCT
soldiers had died, a rate about 35
percent higher than that of white
Union troops. Many USCT soldiers
fought with distinction, with 16
receiving the Medal of Honor and
many more receiving other honors.

The graves of 118 USCT soldiers
who died during the Civil War are
located at Alexandria National
Cemetery, one of the original na-
tional cemeteries that was estab-
lished in 1862. Originally interred
at the Contrabands and Freedmen
Cemetery, a protest and petition in
1864 resulted in the reburial of the

Mayor Justin Wilson delivers remarks at the wreath
laying ceremony honoring the United States Colored
Troops Oct. 28 at Alexandria National Cemetery.

Members of the Magnus Joint Military Affairs Committee place at
wreath honoring soldiers of the United States Colored Troops Oct.
28 at Alexandria National Cemetery.

USCT troops alongside other fall-
en soldiers in Alexandria National
Cemetery.

The wreath laying was spon-
sored by the Joint Military Affairs
Committee of Magnus Temple
Number 3 and Magnus Court 100.
In addition to Myers, speakers at
the event included Mayor Justin

Wilson and keynote speaker Vin-
cent Patton III, Coast Guard Master
Chief Petty Officer (ret).

“Black men and women have
fought for the ideals of America
from the Revolutionary War to the
present,” Myers said. The USCT af-
firmed the African American exis-
tence as American.”

McArthur Myers speaks at the wreath laying
ceremony honoring the United States Colored
Troops Oct. 28 at Alexandria National Cemetery.



“Margot and her team are truly a wealth of knowledge for the Northern Virginia housing market and
provide nothing but the best service. She has connections for all aspects of the transaction process

from lenders, inspectors, contractors, title companies and anything in between. Even months after
the deal closed, the team continued to check in to ensure we were satisfied with our new home!
Couldn't recommend more!!” — M. Maccarrone

THE LYNN TEAM’S 2023 SALES

1622 W ABINGDON DR #202 | SOLD FOR $302,000 6511 CAVALIER DR | SOLD FOR $665,000 3423 RAMSGATE TER | SOLD FOR $730,000
Represented Seller Represented Buyer Represented Buyer
8612 LOMBARDY LN | SOLD FOR $1,157,500 8507 STABLE DR | SOLD FOR $1,050,000 3523 N VALLEY ST | SOLD FOR $2,650,000
Represented Seller Represented Seller Represented Buyer
1622 N JACKSTON ST | SOLD FOR $1,675,000 9008 COLESBURY PL | SOLD FOR $1,300,000 282 TRAIN WHISTLE TER | SOLD FOR $585,000
Represented Buyer Represented Buyer Represented Seller
7654 WESLEY RD | SOLD FOR $460,000 3189 ATLANTIS LN | SOLD FOR $636,300 2228 CAPRI CT | SOLD FOR $2,400,000
Represented Buyer Represented Seller Represented Buyer

Make your next move with us. We are committed to providing you with excellent service and will always put you first.

THE LYNN TEAM

Margot Lynn, Patrick Lynn, and Hannah Lynn @
Licensed in VA, DC & MD ﬂ\cﬁnear he),
703.973.3722 | mlynn@mcenearney.com | thelynnteamre.com ASSOCIATES
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity REALTORS®
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NEWS

SCREENSHOT VIA REPUBLICAN PARTY OF VIRGINIA

Virginia Dems:
Blue Wall in
Both Houses

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE GAZETTE PACKET

he morning after the Nov. 7 general elec-
tion in Virginia, the Republican Party of

Virginia had yet to update the tagline on
its website. It read: “It’s a new day in Vir-
ginia.” The statement is accurate — not how the GOP
probably meant it, but for most voters who cast their

ballots yesterday.

Virginia Democrats emerged
victorious in Tuesday’s elections,
marking a significant shift in the
state political landscape just two
years after the Commonwealth
took a right turn in the 2021 gen-
eral election. In 2021, Republican
Glenn Youngkin secured the gov-
ernorship and the House of Dele-
gates, propelling his conservative
vision for Virginia. Because Dem-
ocrats still controlled the Senate,
much of Youngkin’s agenda hit a
roadblock.

Now Democrats maintained
control of the Senate and took a
majority of seats in the House of
Delegates. They will have even
greater power over Youngkin’s pol-
icy agenda, but will have to work
with him to advance their own.

Mark J. Rozell, dean of the Schar
School of Policy and Government
at George Mason University, said
the issue of abortion rights was key
to the most competitive races that
the Democrats won, and delivered
partisan majorities in both houses.

“The Republicans were hop-
ing that issues such as crime and
safety and the economy, where
the GOP has advantages, would
be foremost in the minds of vot-
ers. But ultimately, abortion rights
drove the Democratic turnout and
helped swing voters to elect Dem-
ocrats,” Rozell said. “The issue was
paramount for many voters in this
election cycle.”

While the governor tried to stake
a middle ground on the issue with
his 15-week ban proposal, accord-
ing to Rozell, the problem was that
voters likely believed that Republi-
can majorities in both houses

SEe ELECTION, PAGE 11
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SCREENSHOT VIA INSTAGRAM
Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-Alexandria): “Let’s send a
message to the nation that Democrats will stand
up for the environment, protect reproductive free-
dom, and defend democracy and equality for all.”

Unofficial Election Results Nov. 7, 2023

Virginia Senate

Democrats Hold the Majority with 21 of 40 Seats.

Unofficial Results Reported by Virginia Public Access Project
https://www.vpap.org/electionresults/20231107/senate/
Connection Newspapers Coverage Area

Candidate Votes Percent
* Incumbent

SD 33 (Prince William/Fairfax)

Jennifer Carroll Foy (D) 33,551 62.35%
Mike Van Meter (R) 20,097 37.35%
SD 34 (Fairfax County)

Scott Surovell* (D) 36,072 69.28%
Mark Springman (R) 15,853

SD 35 (Springfield/Annandale)

Dave Marsden* (D) 37,339 67.06%
Mark Vafiades (R) 18,159 32.61%
SD 36 (Fairfax County)

Stella Pekarsky (D) 34,964 60.27%
Julie Perry (R) 22,843 39.38%
SD 37 (Fairfax County/Falls Church)

Saddam Azlan Salim (D) 38,728 68.14%
Ken Reid (R) 17,879 31.46%
SD 38 (McLean/Great Falls/Reston)

Jennifer Boysko* (D) 44,978 67.92%
Matthew Lang (R) 21,059 31.80%
SD 39 (Alexandria/Arlington)

Adam Ebbin* (D) 39,139 78.35%
Sophia Moshasha (R) 10,816 21.65%
SD 40 (Arlington County)

Barbara Favola* (D) 46,127 80.68%
David Henshaw (R) 10,872 19.02%

Unofficial Election Results

Virginia House of Delegates

Democrats Take the Majority with 51 of 100 Seats.

Unofficial Results Reported by Virginia Public Access Project
https://www.vpap.org/electionresults/20231107/house/

Connection Newspapers Coverage Area

Candidate
* [ncumbent

HD 1 (Arlington County)
Patrick Hope* (D)

HD 2 (Arlington County)
Adele McClure (D)

HD 3 (Arlington/Alexandria)
Alfonso Lopez* (D)
Mike Webb (I)

HD 4 (Alexandria/Fairfax County)

Charniele Herring* (D)

HD 5 (Alexandria)
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker* (D)

HD 6 (McLean/Great Falls )
Rip Sullivan* (D)
Kristin Hoffman (R)

HD 7 (Western Fairfax)

Karen Keys-Gamarra (D)
Luellan Maskeny (R)

HD 8 (Western Fairfax)
Irene Shin* (D)
Max Fisher (R)

HD 9 (Fairfax County)

Karrie Delaney* (D)
Nhan Huynh (R)

HD 10 (Fairfax County)
Dan Helmer* (D)
James Thomas (R)

HD 11 (Fairfax City/County)
David Bulova* (D)
Almira Mohammed (R)

HD 12 (Tysons/Vienna)
Holly Seibold* (D)

HD 13 (Falls Church/Fairfax)

Marcus Simon* (D)
Dave Crance (L)

HD 14 (Annandale)
Vivian Watts* (D)
Curtis Wells (R)

HD 15 (Fairfax County)
Laura Jane Cohen (D)
Marcus Evans (R)

HD 16 (Fairfax County)
Paul Krizek* (D)

HD 17 (Fairfax County)
Mark Sickles* (D)

HD 18 (Springfield/Lorton)
Kathy Tran* (D)
Ed McGovern (R)

Votes

23,584

16,542

16,837
3,582

10,368

21,622

18,951
11,904

21,549
7,945

14,059
6,814

13,547
8,782

14,790
10,262

14,993
6,361

17,441

15,985
4,199

13,147
5,881

18,430
11,589

16,225

16,873

15,105
8,104

Percent

95.46%

95.24%

81.45%
17.33%

93.09%

91.27%

61.27%
38.49%

72.85%
26.86%

67.12%
32.53%

60.51%
39.23%

58.87%
40.84%

69.99%
29.69%

92.18%

78.19%
20.54%

68.90%
30.82%

61.24%
38.51%

90.45%

91.99%

64.85%
34.79%
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Living Legends of Alexandria

David Baker
honored as 2023
Living Legend.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
CAZETTE PACKET

or David Baker, community service
has been an integral part of a long
and accomplished career in law en-
forcement.

The son of an Air Force officer, Baker grew
up in a military family and moved often be-
fore settling in the DC area as a 10-year-old
when his father was reassigned to the An-
drews AFB Strategic Air Command.

“From a young age I grew up wanting to
be a police officer,” said Baker of his chosen
profession. “At least according to my moth-
er, who said I spent time playing sheriff and
chasing bad guys around the neighborhood.”

“My father was a nuclear physicist who
also served in World War II and Korea,” said
Baker, who also has a twin sister and two
brothers. “He chose the military over a lu-
crative job offer he received after graduating
from college. It was important to him to first
be a patriot and to serve his country and that
inspired my future service.”

Baker served as Alexandria’s Deputy Chief
and Chief of Police after serving more than
20 years with the DC Metropolitan Police
Department. He retired from the MPD as a
Captain.

He first joined the MPD as a 20-year-old,
assigned to the old #11 Precinct in South-
east Washington.

“It was the high-
est crime and lowest
income area of the
city, but to me it was
full of hard-working
people,” Baker said.
“In those days most
officers walked foot
beats alone without a
radio and pulled call
boxes to check in with the station. You learn
a lot of life lessons when you are out there
by yourself. You learn to build relationships.
You learn humility. And you learn and re-
spect how people navigate through human
suffering and difficult situations in their
lives.”

Baker joined the Alexandria Police De-
partment in 1990, serving 19 years includ-
ing three as Chief of Police.

Throughout his law enforcement and
community service careers, Baker earned
the reputation as a caring, intelligent, inno-
vative, and highly respected leader. He was
known to be visible, compassionate, and en-
gaging.

In the police department Baker initiated
a Strategic Response Model of Policing that
significantly improved police response and
accountability. The department achieved
record reductions in crime, increased com-
munity engagement, and benefitted from
advanced use of crime analysis and other

“Alexandria is a city
with role models and

mentors everywhere.”
— 2023 Living Legend David Baker

PHOTO BY STEVEN HALPERSON/TISARA STUDIOS

David Baker was named a 2023 Living Legend of Alexandria.

technologies to help guide the department’s
response to new or emerging challenges.
Throughout, he believed in openness and
transparency with staff and members of the
community.

Baker led efforts
to maintain the de-
partment’s national
certification by the
Commission on Ac-
creditation in Law En-
forcement. He part-
nered with George
Mason University
to bring a criminal justice “cohort” college
degree program to the department. This
allowed officers and civilians interested in
pursuing criminal justice degrees to do so af-
ter work hours at the police station. Approx-
imately 40 officers of various ranks earned
their undergraduate degrees. An additional
15 went on to earn graduate certificates or
degrees.

Baker helped create a Citizen’s Police
Chief’s Advisory Committee, which was the
early precursor to what is now the Alexan-
dria Police Foundation. He helped manage
a successful city-wide police community
liaison program to promote and enhance
police-community partnerships. He then
volunteered to be the long-time police liai-
son to the then Potomac West Business As-
sociation where he spent countless hours on
and off duty meeting and interacting with
residents and community leaders.

Baker brought these same qualities to
Goodwin House Alexandria (now Goodwin
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Living) where he served almost 12 years af-
ter retiring from the police force. There he
distinguished himself as one of the primary
contact people for many residents and their
families. He worked to ensure and maintain
resident safety, comfort, and well-being and
was known as a “go to” person who worked
tirelessly to solve whatever issue residents
had.

Many times, he simply spent quality time
sharing stories and learning from residents
about important life lessons they experi-
enced throughout their lives. For this and
more, Baker received the 2012 Alexandria
Commission on Aging Lois Van Valkenberg
Excellence in Aging Award.

While at Goodwin House he joined the Se-
nior Services of Alexandria Board of Direc-
tors where he served in many roles, includ-
ing Board President. He was also appointed
by City Council to Chair the Beauregard
Small Area Development Plan Implementa-
tion Committee, for which he and his com-
mittee received a Proclamation of Achieve-
ment from City Council.

One of his favorite things to do was part-
ner with former Goodwin Living resident
and Senior Services Board member Admiral
Mike McCaffree to deliver Meals on Wheels.

In addition to the Alexandria Police Foun-
dation and SSA, Baker has served on the
boards of the Friendship Veterans Fire En-
gine Association, the Alexandria Common-
wealth’s Attorney Community Advisory
Committee, City of Alexandria Budget, and
Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee, Carlyle
Council Community Services Board; Ja-
mieson Condo Association, City of Alexan-
dria Commission on Information Technolo-
gy; and Alexandria Child Advocacy Center
Board of Directors.

Baker holds a master’s certificate in Crimi-
nal Justice Management from George Mason
University and a bachelor’s degree in leader-
ship and criminal justice management, also
from GMU. He graduated from Session 139
of the EB.I. National Academy, and from the
Police Executive Leadership School, Jepsen
School of Leadership, at the University of
Richmond.

“Throughout my life many people have
inspired me in so many ways,” Baker said.
“Alexandria is a city with role models and
mentors everywhere. It is unique in that
regard. Everywhere I turned I met and was
inspired by accomplished people who gave
of themselves, who unselfishly volunteered
their time and talents for the greater good of
the community. I simply wanted to be a part
of that by contributing as much as I could,
wherever I could, for as long as I could. I
highly recommend it.”

Baker fully retired in 2021 and he and his
partner, Sandra, split their time between Al-
exandria and a new home outside Rehoboth
Beach. He has two grown sons and especial-
ly enjoys being “Poppy” to his four grand-
children.

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos
and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday
at noon, at least two weeks before the event.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Alexandria Families for Safer Streets - Exec-
utive Assistant to AFSS Board of Direc-
tors. The agency is seeking an executive
assistant to help coordinate a diverse
group of tasks necessary to keep us on
track and moving forward. Someone
with office manager skills would be the
ideal candidate. www.volunteeralexan-
dria.org

ALIVE! Volunteers are needed to assist with
multiple programs relating to their Food
Program, ALIVE! House, and Alexandria

Eviction Prevention Partnership Program
will distribute food at Mobile Pop-ups
and Truck to Trunk events, etc. https://
www.volunteeralexandria.org/ALIVE

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is
an all-volunteer non-profit organization
that feeds, clothes and provides reading
assistance and books to children in need.
Assistance League’s programs touch the
lives of hundreds of children in Fairfax
and Prince William Counties and the City
of Alexandria. There are many volunteer
opportunities for community members to
contribute to helping those in need. To
learn more, email info@alnv.org, or visit
www.alnv.org.

Join Friends’ Board. Those who care about

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 10
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Tree Lighting
Ceremony

The annual Alexandria Tree Lighting Cer-
emony will be Saturday, November 18, at 6
p-m. in Market Square (301 King St.). Ad-
mission is free, and the event will occur rain
or shine.

The Town Crier will call everyone to gath-
er around the tree to help countdown to the
lighting. Then, after 7pm enjoy a singalong
at the tree while Santa and Mrs. Claus walk
the Square and visit with families until 8
p.m.

The public is encouraged to take public
transit or walk to the event. Visitors to Old
Town can take Metrorail’s Blue or Yellow
lines to the King Street-Old Town Station
and then take the free King Street Trolley to
the event in front of City Hall.

Flood Insurance

Policy Discount
Available for
Residents

The City of Alexandria’s flood mitigation
efforts received a Class 6 rating from the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Community Rating
System (CRS), securing a discount on flood
insurance policies for City residents.

The rating, recertified annually, entitles

PASSPORTAUTO
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property owners in designated Special Flood
Hazard Areas of Alexandria to receive up to
a 20% discount on flood insurance policies.
The rating is based on a variety of flood mit-
igation efforts and outreach activities con-
ducted by the City.

The CRS program is a voluntary federal
floodplain management incentive program
that recognizes flood management practices
that exceed federal minimum requirements,
as well as education, resident assistance and
outreach, and disaster preparedness.

There are 1,343 flood insurance policies
in Alexandria, according to City data as of
April 30, 2023. Residents are encouraged to
contact policy providers for more informa-
tion.

Alexandria became the first community
in Virginia to receive a Class 6 CRS rating
in October 2013. To renew its certification
through the CRS program every five years,
the City conducts inspections of streams and
routine dredging of flood channels, among
other flood mitigation activities and pro-
grams.

Earlier this year, engineers from the
Stormwater Management Division inspect-
ed 24.8 miles of local streams as part of the
CRS program application. During the in-
spections, engineers examined

the stream’s ability to convey water prop-
erly and scheduled work for issues that need
to be corrected, such as potential blockages
or severe erosion.

SEe NEws BRrIEFS, PAGE |5
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WELCOME
CENTER
NOW OPEN

At Benchmark, we work tirelessly to set ourselves apart. While best in-class
amenities, personalized care, gourmet dining and exceptional programs set us apart;
our true differentiator is human connection. The powerful relationships between
our residents and staff gives an indescribable, warm feeling we call the Benchmark
Experience. We are proud to bring this award-winning experience to Alexandria.
Discover a new standard of senior living.

@ BENCHMARK

AT ALEXANDRIA

Independent Living
Assisted Living * Mind & Memory Care

h—
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meazoa

Visit our Welcome Center or call 571.316.2553.

3462 Berkeley Street | Alexandria
BenchmarkAtAlexandria.com

Assisted living licensure pending. @ (5\

TOYOTA

Family-owned and operated by local Alexandrians for over 30 years!

Get the
family
treatment.

Always expect savings
with all new vehicles
priced at MSRP or below!

PassportAuto.com

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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The Shoe Hive Boutique celebrated its 20th anniversary Oct. 12 in

0Old Town.

Well Heeled

The Shoe Hive celebrates 20 years.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

f you know fashion, you know

Elizabeth Todd. The style ma-

ven began her retail adven-

tures in a closet-sized space on
South Royal Street that has grown
into one of the region’s top desti-
nations for both men and women’s
design. It all began with The Shoe
Hive, which celebrated its 20th
anniversary Oct. 12 at the bou-
tique now located on South Fairfax
Street.

“My friend owned Hysteria,
which was located in that original
space, but she was moving and
called me,” Todd recalled. “I al-
ways said Old Town needed a shoe
store but I didn’t have a plan and
this was not very thought out - it

was all very spontaneous and here
we are 20 years later.”

Todd opened The Shoe Hive to
rave reviews in 2003, quickly out-
growing the original space before
moving to 127 South Fairfax Street
in 2009. She has expanded her
brand, which now includes The
Hive ready-to-wear clothing for
women and Yellow Jacket designs
for men, both located in the 300
block of Cameron Street.

Originally from Ohio, the long-
time Alexandria resident does all
her own buying, proving she has
an eye for in-demand designs that
offer both comfort and style to her
discerning customers.

“I try to find the best that each
brand offers each season,” Todd
said of the designers that she works
with. “I like to work with smaller

Shoe Hive Boutique owner Elizabeth Todd,
seated, celebrates the 20th anniversary of the
0Old Town shop Oct. 12 with Shannon Donlevie,
Annette Ayrapetia and Phoebe Schultz.

PHOTOS BY JANET BARNETT/CAZETTE PACKET

Town.

“This was not very thought out — it
was all very spontaneous and here we

are 20 years later.”

— The Shoe Hive owner Elizabeth Todd

labels that are family owned or fe-
male owned - that drives a lot of it.”

Armed with a degree in maga-
zine journalism from Ohio Univer-
sity, Todd expected to be a writer
for a fashion glossy. But when the
opportunity came to open her own
business, she didn’t hesitate.

“My advice to anyone thinking

of opening a business is to just do
it,” Todd said. “The hardest part
about starting a business is exact-
ly that — starting it. Don’t let per-
fection get in the way of progress
-- you just have to do the best that
you can and figure it out as you go.
Also make sure you have access to
working capital. That is what got

ASC to Celebrate 1973 Titans

District champs
mark 50th
anniversary.

he Alexandria Sportsman’s

| Club will celebrate the

50th anniversary of 1973

T.C. Williams High School football

team, one of the top five teams

in school history, at the organiza-

tion’s Nov. 15 meeting at the Old
Dominion Boat Club.

Under the coaching of the now
legendary duo of Herman Boone
and Bill Yoast, the 1973 Titans
went into the season as reigning
state champions. They suffered
only two losses in a bid to repeat,
losing to Fort Hunt and eventual
state champions Annandale. They
ended the season as District Cham-

pions.

The team rose to worldwide
fame in 2000 with the release of
Disney’s “Remember the Titans,”
based on the school’s 1971 football
championship. The film highlights
the school’s pivotal 1971-1972
school year when the Titans won
the football championship after the
three area high schools — Francis
C. Hammond, George Washington
and T.C. -- merged into one. Unlike
what the movie leads viewers to
believe, the schools had been inte-
grated almost a decade earlier.

In addition to celebrating the
1973 Titans, the Club will also rec-
ognize the High School Athletes
of the Month and Alexandria Rec
Department Athletes of the Month.

The meeting will be held at the
Old Dominion Boat Club, 0 Prince

Owner Elizabeth Todd, standing, helps Shannon
Donlevie try on a pair of boots at the 20th anni-
versary of the Shoe Hive Boutique Oct. 12 in Old

us through COVID.”

Tackling the challenges of
COVID included expanding The
Hive on Cameron Street and add-
ing an option for online shopping.

‘The first few months of COVID
were rough but Alexandria has a
very supportive business commu-
nity,” Todd said. “Customers were
really supportive and wanted us to
be here when it was all over. So we
hustled and we pivoted but with
the support of the community we
figured it out.”

The Shoe Hive, 127 South Fair-
fax Street. 703-548-7103, www.
theshoehive.com
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The Alexandria Sportsman’s Club will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the District Champion 1973
See ASC, PAGE 7  Titans football team Nov. 15 at the Old Dominion Boat Club.
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Honoring Veterans

Christman to keynote ceremony
at Rocky Versace Plaza.

etired Lieutenant General
RDan Christman, former Su-

perintendent of the United
States Military Academy at West
Point and the current Senior Vice
President for International Affairs
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
will be the featured speaker at
the Veterans Day ceremony at the
Rocky Versace Plaza and Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Del Ray.

Christman graduated first in his
class from West Point in 1965. He
went on to earn multiple postgrad-
uate degrees and hold numerous
commands during his army career.
He was awarded four times the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal,
the nation’s highest peacetime ser-
vice award.

The Veterans Day ceremony
will be held at the Rocky Versace
Plaza, located at 2701 Common-
wealth Ave. at the Mount Vernon
Recreation Center in Del Ray. The
event is free and open to the public
and will begin at 1 p.m. For more
information, contact Kevin Rue at

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Retired Lt. General Dan Christ-
man will be the featured speak-
er at the Nov. 11 Veterans Day
ceremony at the Rocky Versace
Plaza and Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial in Del Ray. The ceremony
begins at 1 p.m.

FofRV59@gmail.com.

- JEANNE THEISMANN

ASC to Celebrate 1973 Titans

From Pace 6

St. in Old Town. Doors open at
6:30 p.m. with dinner and refresh-
ments at 6:45 p.m.

The meeting is free and open to
the public. For more information
visit www.alexandriavasports.org.

- JEANNE THEISMANN

d3LNdIbdLINOD OLOH(]

Titans coach Herman Boone, center, during the

1973 football season.
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

You’re Invited to

DISCOVER

Luxury Lifestyle for Independent
Living, Assisted Living, and
Inspiritdas- Memory Care

RUI UNIVERSITY LAUNCH
Stgnature Program Showcase

Join us for an exclusive gathering as
we unveil our Signature Programs.
Enjoy delectable hors d’oeuvres and
signature cocktails.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

@ RSVP T0 703.940.3300

ELANCELUXURYLIVING.NET/WESTEND - 5550 CARDINAL PLACE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22304

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

¢ (as Fitting (GFC) Since 1999

* Heating Ventilation and Air 108117y U] 2 Jo
Conditioning (HVA) i3 sumplsts for the

¢ Plumbing (PLB) o pastll ysars

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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GALA

PHOTO courTEsY OF SPARC
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine was named a SPARC hero for his commitment to young adults
with severe and multiple disabilities by championing SPARC’s funding request to open
three SPARC centers, two on Fairfax County’s Rt. 1 corridor and one in Leesburg, Va.

SPARC’s Inaugural Gratitude Gala

U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine and State Sen. Richard L. Saslaw honored.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CAZETTE

n a stunningly beauti-

ful fall evening, SPARC

participants  arrived

at their gala. Dressed
in creative cocktail attire, they
graced the red carpet leading into
the grand ballroom of the Washing-
ton Dulles Airport Marriott. It was
a dream come true for the young
adults.

SPARC is the acronym for Spe-
cially Adapted Resources Clubs.
It is a nonprofit organization that
provides vital day programs for
adult participants with severe and
multiple disabilities, and the eve-
ning of Saturday, Nov. 4, was their
2023 Gratitude Gala. The young
adults planned the event them-
selves because they believed in the
mission of SPARC, “Nothing about
us without us,” and they had two
goals for the gala.

“The event was created by our
participants as an answer to the
question,What can SPARC do
to help you live the life of your
dreams?’ Overwhelmingly, they
wanted a sparkling event, pun
intended, at which they could
showcase their talents, make new
friends, socialize, laugh, have fun,
and dance however they fancied,”
said Ellen Dyke, SPARC’s board
chair.

Another goal of the recep-
tion-style gala emerged: everyone
deserves a chance to attend SPARC.
The gala raised funds for SPARC’s
cost-effective program, which as-

tude Gala.

sists young adults who have out-
grown the K-12 system’s special
education support and are ineli-
gible for other community-based
programs that help people with se-
vere disabilities.

SPARC’s public-private partner-
ship with Fairfax County is an al-
ternative to the Medicaid model. It
provides a choice for many adults
with severe disabilities who do not
fit into traditional day support pro-
grams funded by Medicaid.

The reason SPARC participants
called their event the “Gratitude
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PHOTO COURTESY OF SPARC

From left: Adam Toobin, James Dyke, master of ceremonies, and State Senator Rich-
ard L. Saslaw, who received SPARC”s Lifetime Achievement Award for his 48 years
of public service including thwarting an attempt to kill Medicaid Expansion, thus
providing over 400,000 Virginians with health insurance coverage.

MERcIA HoBsON/THE CAZETTE

Katherine Montgomery of Herndon, sec-
retary of the SPARC board of directors,
and Carla Claure of Arlington

PHOTO BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE GAZETTE
From left, Debi Alexander, executive director of SPARC, joins Joanne Adams and Dave Adams,
members of the SPARC Board of Directors, to acknowledge SPARC partners at the 2023 Grati-

Gala,” Dyke said, was that they
wanted to express their gratitude
to all of the attendees, sponsors,
elected officials, and others who
helped them realize not only their
dream for the evening but also
their concern for others and their
willingness to give of their time,
energy, financial resources, and,
above all, their humanity.

Mark Ingrao, interim CEO and
president of the Dulles Regional
Chamber and chair of the Reston
Hospital board of directors, served
as auctioneer for the evening’s live

auction while the silent auction
continued in the hallway. Items in
the silent auction included original
wheelchair action art by SPARC
participants. Jonah, one of the art-
ists, said, “Everyone at SPARC can
paint. Green represents the sea-
son, spring, when leaves begin to
emerge.” From choosing the bright
paint colors, applying them with a
paint roller extension pole, to us-
ing the tires of their wheelchairs
to paint instead of brushes, the art-
ists created original patterns across
the painting papers that provided

a canvaslike surface with no buck-
ling. A completed work, matted
and framed above shows the artist’s
wheelchair tracks and was one of
many sold during the silent auction.

From the roast beef carving sta-
tion to the crispy chicken sliders,
black-eyed pea hummus with veg-
etable crudites, and the dessert dis-
play of miniature cupcakes, choco-
late truffles, and petit fours, SPARC
participants planned every aspect
of the gala. Award-winning chefs
at the hotel prepared all of those
dishes and more. The hotel’s wait
staff came forward as volunteers to
support the fundraiser, serving the
guests and thereby helping to cover
the organization’s costs. Guests no-
ticed the event venue’s all-around
inclusive layout — wheelchair ac-
cessibility, stage ramp, and deliber-
ate lack of high-top tables.

As master of ceremonies and em-
cee, Jim Dyke oversaw the proceed-
wWwWw.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Bailey Brandt of Springfield and
Mikea Jackson

Front left,
Patrick and
Jennifer
Callahan of
Fairfax join
Supervisor
Pat Herrity
(Springfield)
and Mada-
lyn Godfrey,
Springfield
District staff.

ings. “You have given your time,
energy, and wherewithal to cele-
brate some of the most important,
courageous, but often forgotten
people in our community and, at
the same time, make their dreams
come true,” Dyke said.

Dyke named the sponsors, in-
cluding the Claude Moore Charita-
ble Foundation, Dominion Energy,
Google, Tullman Family Office,
Washington Gas, and The Washing-
ton Group Special Care Planning
Team. Dyke told how Sen. Janet
D. Howell (D-Fairfax) received
the first SPARC Hero Award this
past June and set a high standard
for other recipients. According to
Dyke, Howell’s leadership result-
ed in the 2023-2024 Virginia state
budget including, for the first time,
an annual $250,000 line item for
SPARC, positioning it to become a
pilot program for Virginia.

“SPARC has changed the long-
term care blueprint for young
adults with severe disabilities by
providing a safe, caring environ-
ment where they learn and have
fun together,” said Rose Mario Ris-
ley, chair of Fairfax Area Long-Term
Care Coordinating Council. “The

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CAZETTE

Supervisor John W. Foust (Dranesville) holds his
auction number as he joins Hazem Eldarwish of
Falls Church and Josephie Nwalipenja.

SPARC model is designed to pro-
vide access to community services,
individualized supports, and other
forms of assistance that promote
self-determination.”

SPARC has five clubhouse loca-
tions: Fairfax, McLean, Reston, Vi-
enna, and Arlington.

Katherine Montgomery, a SPARC
participant and secretary of the
SPARC board, took to the stage,
joining Dyke, as did U.S. Sen. Tim
Kaine, Sen. Richard L. Saslaw,
Adam Toobin, Ellen Dyke, and
Mark Ingrao auctioneer. Montgom-
ery handed Kaine the award and
said, “Thank you, Senator Kaine,
for being a champion.”

Montgomery commended Ka-
ine for realizing the vital roles
that family caregivers and direct
care providers play in the lives of
individuals with disabilities. She
expressed her gratitude to him
for his bill, the Supporting Our
Direct Care Workforce and Family
Caregivers Act, which directs the
Department of Health and Human
Services, through the Administra-
tion on Community Living (ACL),
to develop a national care center
for the direct care workforce and

family caregivers. It affects not just
SPARC members but also individ-
uals with disabilities and chronic
medical conditions.

The SPARC Hero Award is giv-
en to a person who has tireless-
ly worked to fill the huge hole in
our social safety net that ignores
and neglects far too many citizens
and who works to remove barriers
when others have declined to act.
“It’s very difficult to find direct care
professionals because of the lack
of compensation and the ability to
provide a living wage,” Montgom-
ery said.

SPARC honored Saslaw with
the Lifetime Achievement Award.
Jim Dyke said that for this award,
SPARC honors those talented, com-
mitted, and visionary individuals
who have dedicated their careers
and devoted their time and energy
to improving the lives of others.

“Individuals who have had a
major positive imprint on our com-
munity and whose actions and ac-
complishments have been transfor-
mative. If you put those guidelines
into Google, no doubt up will pop
Senator Dick Saslaw,” said Dyke.

Toobin presented Saslaw with
the award and told Saslaw what
his support meant to him and his
friends. It meant that when he had
COVID, he could join his SPARC
friends from home on his computer
and was still able to participate in
the activities.

Shawn Flaherty, a board member
at large and communications chair,
reported that as of Monday, Nov. 6,
SPARC had raised $152,000 during
the gala.

SPARC offers day programs five
days a week. Programs include a
curriculum based on daily living
activities like continued educa-
tion, skill building, exercise, out-
ings, cooking, music, art, lectures,
discussion groups, and more. The
annual cost for each participant is
$9,000, compared to an average of
$39,000 per year in publicly fund-
ed costs for a program through
Medicaid.

Signlupjfor

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

THE CHAMBER ALX'S

State of Business:

Annual Meeting

PRESENTED BY TRUIST

DECEMBER 12TH
8AM-10AM

TICKETS AT THECHAMBERALX.COM
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NEWS

A student at Naomi L. Brooks Elementary School enjoys her first
book from the school’s new book vending machine Oct. 12.

A Novel Idea

Book vending machine unveiled
at Naomi L. Brooks Elementary.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

tudents at Naomi L. Brooks

Elementary School cele-

brated Oct. 12 as Principal

Suzanne Hess unveiled a

new book vending machine cour-

tesy of the school’s Parent-Teacher
Association.

“We are excited to celebrate

bringing a book vending machine

to Naomi L. Brooks,” said PTA
president Maya Mahoney. “This
was a huge endeavor of our past
PTA president, Arvita Cohen, and
we just wanted to have anoth-
er way to reward children and to
share the love of reading.”

Naomi L. Brooks ES partici-
pates in the Alexandria City Public
Schools’ PBIS program, or Posi-
tive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports. PBIS is a process for de-

PHOTOS BY JANET BARNETT/CAZETTE PACKET

Principal Suzanne Hess, right, cuts the ribbon on the new book vending machine Oct. 12 at Naomi L.
Brooks Elementary School as past PTA president Arvita Cohen and students look on.

veloping safer and more effective
schools.

“Naomi Brooks has a PBIS pro-
gram,” said Cohen following the
ribbon cutting on the new book
vending machine. “It is a positive
behavior incentive where students
receive Bee Bucks throughout the
year.”

The school mascot is the Bee,
hence the term Bee Bucks,

“Students earn Bee Bucks if they
are kind, supportive, and helpful
to other students,” Cohen said.

“Thisis a
remarkable
addition to our
school.”

— Naomi L. Brooks principal
Suzanne Hess

“Teachers can also give students
tokens on the spot and for their
birthday. They can then use those

Bee Bucks to purchase reward
items including using them in the
vending machine.”

Hess added that there will be
opportunities for all children to re-
ceive a book through the vending
machine by the end of the scholas-
tic year.

“This is a remarkable addition
to our school,” Hess said. “It’s a
creative way to encourage our
students to do well in their class-
es and get rewarded for their hard
work by earning a new book.”

BULLETIN BOARD

From Pace 4

mental health, the Alexandria
community, and collaborating
with fellow residents to make
sure the City’s most vulnerable
residents have a chance to
thrive, then consider joining
the Board of Friends of the
Alexandria Mental Health
Center. The Friends Board is
an all-volunteer group of resi-
dents that oversees the admin-
istration of one of Alexandria’s
top mental health charities.
Friends has no paid staff, so
Board members, working on
average 10 hours per month,
share the day-to-day work
needed to accomplish its goals.

Interested candidates should email
Friendsof AMHC@gmail.com.

STEM Professionals Needed. Help
assist K-12 STEM teachers as part
of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science’s STEM
Volunteer Program, stemvolun-
teers.org, during the 2018-19
school year. In the 2017-18 school
year, there are 85 volunteers in 6
Northern Virginia school districts.
Contact Don Rea at 571-551- 2488,
or donaldrea@aol.com.

ALIVE! offers numerous programs
that aid low-income families in
Alexandria that rely on volunteers:
monthly food distributions, furni-
ture, houseware and emergency
food deliveries, and community

food drives. Individuals, families
and groups are encouraged to
participate. Students can earn
community service hours by par-
ticipating. Visit www.alive-inc.org/
volunteer.htm or contact the Vol-
unteer Coordinator at volunteers@
alive-inc.org.

Volunteer Drivers Needed. Drivers
needed by the American Cancer
Society to take cancer patients to
treatment in Northern Virginia. To
volunteer, call 1-800-227-2345 or
go to cancer.org/drive.

RSVE a volunteer network for seniors
seeking service opportunities
in and around Fairfax County,
Arlington County and the City of
Alexandria, offers a wide array of

opportunities for volunteers 55
and older. RSVP volunteers enjoy
flexible schedules, free accident
and liability insurance while
serving, optional mileage and meal
reimbursement and are invited

to volunteer group projects and
social gatherings. To sign up for an
upcoming orientation, email Carly
Hubicki at chubicki@volunteerfair-
fax.org or call RSVP at 703-403-
5360. To learn more about RSVE
visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Mentors Wanted. Two creative
programs that help transform the
lives of Alexandria’s preteens are
seeking volunteer mentors. SOHO,
which stands for “Space of Her
Own,” and “Space of His Own,”

serves vulnerable fifth graders
in Alexandria. The programs
pair men and women with
youth in need of positive adult
role models, to help support
and guide youth in making
healthy choices and succeed-
ing in school and in life. Visit
www.spaceofherown.org and
www.spaceofhisown.org. For
more information on how to
become a SOHO mentor, con-
tact Sarah Maroney at sarah.
maroney@alexandriava.gov or
phone at 703-746-4687.
Farmer’s Market Volunteers
Needed. To volunteer for the
Farmer’s Markets, email Brian

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 15
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ELECTION

Virginia Dems:
Blue Wall in Both Houses

From Pace 3

would pass either an outright ban or a more
severe restriction than the governor’s propos-
al. “And, given that Virginia is the only south-
ern state in the post-Dobbs environment not to
have enacted an abortion restriction or banned
abortion, this is the issue for this election. It
powered Democratic turnout and benefited the
Democrats with swing voters.” Rozell said.

Before the polls opened yesterday morning,
Youngkin reposted @GovernorVA, “Democracy
is not a spectator sport.” By late evening, most
registered voters cast their ballots for the Dem-
ocratic candidates running for Virginia’s Gener-
al Assembly seats.

“Governor Youngkin and Virginia Repub-
licans did everything they could to take total
control of state government, but the people of
the Commonwealth rejected them,” said Su-
san Swecker, chair of the Democratic Party of
Virginia. “Even with tens of millions spent and
after every attempt to suppress the vote ... the
blue brick wall in Virginia stands.”

The Virginia House unofficially turned from
red to blue very late on Election Day, when

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Mark J. Rozell, dean of the Schar School of
Policy and Government at George Mason
University

Democrats took the House majority with Mi-
chael Feggans’ win for District 97, flipping the
House to 51 Democrats to 45 Republicans, with
four seats undecided.

In the Senate, Democrats won by a narrow
margin, 21 Democrats to 18 Republicans, with
one undecided. The double setback denied

Youngkin the critical advantage he sought to
attain.

Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-Alexandria) said last
night that despite breaking spending records,
“Governor Youngkin was just served the big-
gest political rejection by voters of any Virginia
governor in over three decades. Virginians sent
Youngkin a message loud and clearly: Virgin-
ians don’t want the government banning books
and interfering with their personal freedoms —
whether it’s their reproductive rights, the right
to breathe clean air, the safety of our commu-
nities from gun violence, or the sanctity of our
democracy.”

Youngkin’s stand on those issues mattered to
many, as Ebbbin said, as did respect for trans
students in public schools, and Virginia re-
maining in the Regional Greenhouse Initiative
(RGGD).

In December 2022, with Youngkin’s nod, the
State Air Pollution Control Board voted to begin
withdrawing Virginia from the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative “despite overwhelming
support for the program from Virginian voters.
The public comment period leading up to the
vote resulted in over 90 percent of comments
vehemently opposing a repeal of RGGI,” ac-
cording to the Virginia Conservation Network.
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VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center
7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110




PARADES

23rd Annual
Alexandria Holiday
Boat Parade of Lights

Dec. 2, 2023, Parade begins at 5:30 p.m.;

Dockside festivities 1 to 8 p.m. at Waterfront
Park (1A Prince St.)

Canal Center festivities 3 to 7 p.m. (44 Canal
Center Plaza)

Parade viewing areas along one mile of the
Old Town Alexandria waterfront stretching
from Canal Center Plaza (44 Canal Center Pla-
za) to Ford’s Landing Park (99 Franklin St.)

Admission: Free; $ for food/drink and some
activities

AlLXBoatParade.com

PARADE VIEWING AREAS

Canal Center Plaza (11 Canal Center Plaza),
Rivergate City Park (2 Montgomery St.), Or-
onoco Bay Park (100 Madison St.), Founders
Park (351 N. Union St.), Alexandria City Mari-
na (0 Cameron St.), Waterfront Park (1A Prince
St.), Point Lumley Park (1 Duke St.), Robinson
Landing (7 Pioneer Mill Way), Shipyard/Har-
borside Park (1 Wilkes St.), Windmill Hill Park
(501 S. Union St.), Ford’s Landing Park (99

Franklin St.)

PHOTO BY MICHIO FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk on Dec. 2

uring Alexandria’s Biggest Holiday
Weekend, celebrate the return of
top signature events, including the
52nd Annual Alexandria Scottish
Christmas Walk Parade in historic Old Town
Alexandria at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2,
2023. The parade is sponsored by Wegmans.

Dozens of Scottish clans dressed in col-
orful tartans parade through the streets of
Old Town, joined by pipe and drum bands,
as well as terriers and hounds, community
groups and more. Alexandria was found-
ed in 1749 by Scottish merchants and was
named after Scotsman John Alexander who
owned the land that became Alexandria.

This year’s Grand Marshals are Congress-
man Don Beyer and Director of the Office of
Art in Embassies at the U.S. Department of
State Megan Beyer.

Some highlights:

More than 120 parade units include near-
ly 35 Scottish clans from around the D.C.
region and other parts of the U.S.

Bagpipers including the Kiltie Band of
York and the City of Alexandria Pipes and
Drums plus a bagpiping Santa closing the
parade.

Scottish country and highland dancers
from Northern Virginia Branch, Royal Scot-
tish Country Dance Society and Alexandria
School of Highland Dance

More than 10 dog groups including Scot-
tish breeds of West Highland Terriers, Gor-
don Setters and Scottish Terriers along with
other rescues and clubs

After the last parade unit has finished
the parade route, participating pipe bands
will reassemble at Market Square under the

direction of City of Alexandria Pipes and
Drums’ Drum Major Joshua Cease to play a
few tunes as part of a massed band concert.

Parade-goers and others should plan
ahead to avoid traffic delays, taking alterna-
tive transportation and, if driving, parking
outside of the immediate parade zone. The
parade kicks off on S. St. Asaph Street at the
corner of Wolfe Street and progresses north
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to Queen Street, east to Fairfax Street, south
to King Street, and west to terminate in
front of City Hall. For the best views, spread
out along the one-mile parade route. For a
map of the parade route, visit ALXScottish-
Walk.com.

Taste of Scotland
The weekend kicks off on Friday, Dec. 1

PHOTO BY E PALLORINA FOR VISIT ALEXANDRIA

with the Campagna Center’s Taste of Scot-
land sponsored by The Goodheart Group, a
festive cocktail party at The Atrium Building
featuring top-quality Scotch tasting stations
and paired cuisine. Proceeds from the event
benefit Campagna Center programs.

For more details on the parade route,
transportation alternatives and weekend
happenings, visit ALXScottishWalk.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH SATURDAYS
Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence and

Sen. John Warner Maritime Heritage
Center. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. At Alexandria’s
Waterfront Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexan-
dria. Guests of all ages are recruited into the
Continental Navy aboard Tall Ship Providence
with legendary Captain John Paul Jones.
Recruits are assigned jobs on the ship, learn
where they will work and live, how to load
a cannon, etc... Tours conclude in the Naval
History Theatre with a film about the ship.
The Heritage center is a floating museum on
the Alexandria waterfront. Visit https://tall-
shipprovidence.org/

OCT. 10 TO NOV. 19
”Reflection Unknown” Photography

Exhibit by Fred Zafran. At Multiple Expo-
sures Gallery, Alexandria. Opening Reception:
Sunday, October 22, 2023, 2 - 4 p.m. Fred
Zafran has long been interested in photog-
raphy as a distinctive means of storytelling.
His work examines the artistic possibilities

of photographs that combine the poetic with
a representational view of the world. The
resulting photo essays which Zafran calls “po-
etic narrative,” are post-documentary in that
the stories are open ended, subjective, rich in
symbolism and metaphor, and encourage con-
sideration and interpretation by the viewer.

OCT. 19 TO NOV. 26
Fleeting Moments | Street Photography.

At The Athenaeum, Alexandria. Fleeting
Moments features photographs that capture
candid moments, revelatory interpretations,
and brilliant reflections of the mundane —
work commonly referred to as “street photog-
raphy.” In 1943 the New York Times referred
to the street photography of Helen Levitt,

as, “fleeting moments of surpassing lyricism,
mystery and quiet drama.” Those qualities
are the hallmark of the works selected for this
show.

NOV. 3-26
The Housemates exhibit. At Del Ray Artisans

Gallery 2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.
Exhibit showcases art from Del Ray Artisans
members celebrating the beings we live with.
Housemates may have fur, feathers, fins,
scales, or be human. Opening Reception: Fri-
day, November 3, 7-9 p.m.. Open Thursdays
12-6 p.m., Fridays 12-9 p.m., Saturdays &
Sundays 12-6 p.m. (Closed on Thanksgiving
Day). Plus bring in donations for cat and dog
rescue groups. Details at DelRayArtisans.org/
event/housemates

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 8
”60 BEEUTIFUL YEARS.” 10 a.m. Social

Hour, 11 a.m. Fashion Show, 12:15 Luncheon.
Fashion Show, Luncheon, Silent Auction and
Raffle featuring Sara Campbell. At Mount
Vernon Country Club, 5111 Old Mill Road,
Alexandria. Cost: $60.00. Founded in 1963,
the Yacht Haven Garden Club works to fur-
ther education in horticulture, floral design,
and conservation among its members and
surrounding communities. For details and res-
ervations, contact: YHGC.2023@gmail.com

SATURDAY/NOV 18
61st Holiday Shop. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. At

Mt. Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane, Alexandria. Artisan vendors of many
styles and mediums plus baked and canned
goods, jewelry, household collectibles, lunch,
and quilt raffle. Come and enjoy a day of
shopping. Visit www.mvuc.org.

THE BIRCHMERE
At 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. All

shows are at 7:30 p.m., unless otherwise
noted. Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com.
Contact The Birchmere at 703-549-7500 or
www.Birchmere.com.

NOVEMBER

Wed. 8: Boney James: Detour $95.00

Thu. 9: Chris Isaak: It’s Almost Christmas Tour
$115.00 SOLD OUT!

Fri. 10: Sheila E. $59.50 SOLD OUT!

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

“Peter and the Starcatcher” can be seen at Mount Vernon High School on Nov. 16-18, 2023.

“Peter and the Starcatcher.”

Thursday to Saturday at 7 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m. Presented by Mount Vernon High School, 8515 Old Mount Vernon Road, Alexandria. The
show tells the story of Peter Pan’s origin story; appropriate for all ages. TIckets are $10 General Admission, $8 senior/military, $7 students, and $5
for children 5 and under. Tickets are available online, mvhstheatrearts.com.

The Hayfield Middle School Dramahawks are producing Disney’s “The Descendants”

Now. 16-18, 2023.

“The Descendants.”

Thursday to Saturday at 7 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m. At Hayfield Middle School, 7630 Telegraph
Road, Alexandria. The Hayfield Middle School Dramahawks are producing Disney’s “The Descen-

”

dants.
com, and at the door and cost $10 each.

Sat. 11: Charles Esten $59.50

Sun. 12: Jonathan Butler $59.50 SOLD OUT!
Mon. 13: Jeff “Skunk” Baxter $45.00

Tue. 14: Keiko Matsui $45.00

Thu. 16: Rufus Wainwright $69.50

Fri. 17: Paula Poundstone $59.50

The show is appropriate for all ages. Tickets are available online, www.hayfielddrama.

Sat. 18: Paula Poundstone $59.50

Sun. 19: Marc Roberge (of O.A.R.) with Stephen
Kellogg $69.50 SOLD OUT!

Fri. 24: The Seldom Scene & Dry Branch Fire
Squad $45.00

Sat. 25: The Manhattans featuring Gerald Alston

Veteran’s Day Activities will take place at
the National Museum of the U.S. Army,
Fort Belvoir, on Nov. 10-12, 2023.

Veterans Day Activities

At the National Museum of the U.S. Army,
Fort Belvoir. The National Museum of the Unit-
ed States Army is offering a fitting way to hon-
or Veterans Day with a weekend full of events
November 10 — 12, and the ongoing special ex-
hibit paying tribute to military working dogs.
The special tributes to those who served our
nation are all included with the Museum’s free
admission. Highlights include:

Family fun activities include a craft activity
of writing greeting cards to veterans, a history
scavenger hunt, and the Museum’s Tiny Troops
Story Time (Tiny Troops is best suited for chil-
dren ages 3-6 years old).

History Demonstrations that explore a Sol-
dier’s life on and off the battlefield and take a
closer look at uniforms and equipment.

Veterans Resources featuring representatives
sharing information about resources available
to veterans and their families.

Volunteer Showcase, where Museum volun-
teers share their personal artifacts and stories
from their military service.

Documentary Screening of PBS’s documen-
tary “American Veteran.” The four-part series
will run continuously; visitors can drop in at
any time to watch. View the trailer.

Free, timed-entry tickets are preferred and
available through the Museum’s website at
theNMUSA.org.

$59.50
Mon. 27: Musiq Soulchild $89.50
Tue. 28: Musiq Soulchild $89.50
Wed. 29: Three Dog Night $85.00 SOLD OUT!
Thu. 30: A Peter White Christmas with Mindi
Abair & Vincent Ingala $59.50
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Announcements

Concerts at St. Luke’s will
present QuinTango, the 2023
Best Latin Artist-Group, on
Sunday, November 12, 2023
at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009
Ft. Hunt Rd., Alexandria
22308 703-765-4342. $25
for adults, $10 for students.
Dancing in the aisles will be
encouraged! free parking.

Signlupifen
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www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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NEWS BRIEFS

From Pace 5

Virginia Cider Week

Celebrate Virginia Cider Week Nov. 10 —
19 with a special tasting festival at historic
Lloyd House on Saturday, Nov. 18 between 1
and 5 p.m. Hosted by the Office of Historic
Alexandria in partnership with the Virginia
Association of Cider Makers, this event in-
cludes cider tastings, live music, a tasting
glass, and a little history too. While enjoy-
ing a selection of Virginia ciders, learn more
about the growing Virginia cider industry
and its connection to Alexandria history. The
Alexandria Cider Festival includes offerings
from Albemarle Cider Works, Bryant’s Cider,
Castle Hill, Ciders from Mars, Henway Hard
Cider, Lost Boy Cider, Potter’s Craft Cider,
Sage Bird Ciderworks, and more. Rocklands
food truck will be available for food pur-
chases.

Cider was a popular beverage in 18th and
early 19th century Alexandria and offered
at area taverns, including Gadsby’s Tavern.
Thomas Jefferson cultivated eighteen vari-
eties of apples in his orchard at Monticello
(planted between 1769 and 1814). Today,
there are over 30 different apple variet-
ies grown specifically for cider production
throughout Virginia. Cider is fermented like
wine, not brewed like beer. Tickets are $55
per person (advance sale pricing) and may
be purchased by calling 703.746.4994 or
through alexandriava.gov/Shop. Check in at
The Lloyd House, 220 N. Washington Street.
Day-of ticket pricing is $65 per person (if
space is available). For additional informa-

BULLETIN BOARD

From Pace 10
Morreale, brianmorreale@gmail.com

SUPPORT GROUPS

Postpartum Support Virginia sponsors a free,
bi-monthly support group for women
suffering depression and/or anxiety during
pregnancy or in the first year following child-
birth. Meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
of each month at Inova Alexandria Hospital,
Health Education Center, rooms 1-2, 4320
Seminary Road. Contact co-moderator Susan
Doyle at suzjdoyle@gmail.com or 571-403-
0673.

The Parkinson’s Disease Support Group of
Alexandria meets the 1st Wednesday of each
month at 2 p.m. At the Hollin Hall Senior
Center, Room 109, 1500 Shenandoah Road.
All Parkinson’s patients and caregivers are
welcome.

The Caregiver Support Group is facilitated by the
Alexandria Department of Community and
Human Services Division of Aging and Adult
Services. Meetings are held the first Wednes-
day of each month at the Adult Day Services
Center, 1108 Jefferson St., 4-5:30 p.m. Par-
ticipants are full- or part-time caregivers pro-
viding care locally or long distance to a family
member or friend. Participants share their
experiences, provide support for each other
and receive resources to assist them with
caregiving. The next Caregiver Support Group
meeting is June 7. For more information or to
register, contact Jennifer Sarisky at 703-746-
9999 or email DAAS@alexandriava.gov.

FACE Center Support Groups provide parents
with a space to share their daily parenting
frustrations and triumphs while offering new
strategies for helping parents to cope, build
positive parent-child relationships and best
support their children’s learning.

+ Support Group in English, every Monday,
6-7:30 p.m. at ARHA Main Building, 401
Wythe St.

+ Support Group in Spanish, every Wednes-
day, 6-7:30 p.m. at Community Lodgings

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

tion, please visit Alexandriava.gov/historic.

Bark Social
Acquires Barkhaus
in Alexandria

Bark Social, the country’s first social
club for dogs and dog lovers, has acquired
Barkhaus in Alexandria, Va. This makes Bark
Social the first company in the industry to
acquire another dog bar. The 6,000-square-
foot Barkhaus facility will become Bark So-
cial’s fourth location — along with Bethesda,
Md., Baltimore, Md., and Philadelphia, Pen-
na. Barkhaus will continue to serve dogs and
dog lovers, with an off leash dog park, a bar
and a full kitchen. New leadership will bring
freshly-trained Bark Rangers to keep dogs
safe, a full calendar of social events, a full
bar (adding liquor to the existing offerings),
and a new boutique featuring both dog and
human goods.

“We're thrilled to bring Bark Social to
Alexandria and build upon the community
that Barkhaus has built there,” said Luke Sil-
verman, co-founder and CEO of Bark Social.
“As more dog lovers look for fun and safe
places to bring their dogs, we are eager to
meet the demand with our new locations.”

Barkhaus opened in the fall of 2020 by
Alex Benbassat and Justin LeGores. Benbas-
sat will stay on as an operating partner at
Bark Social, and continue to lead the Alex-
andria team.

Brookside Center, 614 Four Mile Road.

Registration not necessary. A light dinner and
childcare services provided free. Contact
Krishna Leyva at 703-619-8055 or krishna.
leyva@acps.k12.va.us for more.

Divorce Workshop for Women. Second Satur-
day of each month, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Hilton
Alexandria Old Town, 1767 King St. The
workshops are designed to provide education
on the legal, financial, family and personal
issues of divorce in a logical, yet compassion-
ate way. The workshop fee is $25. Visit www.
novasecondsaturday.com for more.

ONGOING

Backflow Preventer (BFP) Assistance Program.
The City of Alexandria has reinstated its
sewer Backflow Preventer (BFP) Assistance
Program for homeowners in designated
areas that historically experience basement
back-ups or flooding. The program reim-
burses homeowners for up to 50 percent
of the cost of installing a BFP device by
a licensed plumbing contractor, up to a
maximum of $2,000. The current program
period is through Dec. 31, 2019. Alexandria
homeowners should call the Department of
Transportation and Environmental Services
at 703-746-4014 or visit www.alexandriava.
gov/tes.

Robust Walking. Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 9 a.m. at Mount Vernon Recreation
Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave. Free 55+
robust walking 1-hour exercise class (with
chair exercise option). No class on holidays.
Contact jjkingconsulting@yahoo.com.

Seeking Donations. Computer CORE, which is
dedicated to helping low-income adults be-
come computer literate is seeking donations.
Visit www.computercore.org/contribute.

Senior and Job Programs. 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Queen of Apostles Church, 4650 Taney Ave-
nue, Alexandria. St. Martin de Porres Center
offers senior and job placement programming
Monday through Friday at the parish. Email
Kathryn Toohey, ktoohey@ccda.net.

,B
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We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Alexandria

Gazette Par
2U™ Bublis

And affiliated newspapers

Mount Vernon Gasette
Roromas Gameew

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to  nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout

Alexandria, Fairfax County Ariington County and Poto- The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. tum has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
Now we need help again in 2022. local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to

Newspapers & Online

residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great- ward into 2022
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nites are better offif we continue to publish. Last year's The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
bridged the shortfall before Federal PP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-  the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. Butwe _events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal ime _horizon in so many ways. Revenue stil remains short of
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you. ‘expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.
Please, help save these historical papers, Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years, Countless
Al gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and  residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. news, community events, school activities, and even pic-

tures of your dogs and cats. Interet news and large na-
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-  tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-  or historical connection that local papers like Connection
tinue to be at risk. Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers.

Couneeiiv

Bucket
List-less

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As you regular readers have no doubt read in a previous
column (or 500) I have cancer. | was first diagnosed with non-
small cell lung cancer, stage IV in late February 2009. When
I didn't die within my “13 month to two years” prognosis, my
oncologist was surprised; nevertheless, he didn't pursue any
medical explanation. He just characterized me as his “third
miracle” and my treatment continued relatively unabated. It
wasn't for another seven years or so that my diagnosis changed
to papillary thyroid cancer. Whether my oncologist made an
error in my original diagnosis or was slow to change/update
my diagnosis, we'll never know as my original tissue sample/
slide has been lost (I won't say conveniently). Moreover, the
statute of limitations has expired so any incentive to research/
investigate was lost in the figurative rubble. No real worries
though. I have learned to live with it (live being the operative
word) and besides, my life would have changed little since the
damage was long since done, and likely would have stressed
me out more.

But I must confess, living with incurable cancer is all it's
cracked up to be. Meaning it's not exactly a picnic. If you've
read any my last umpteen columns on the matter, cancer does
more than just invade your body, it affects you emotionally,
almost subconsciously, as it re-wires your brain, sort of. And
there's not a thing you can do about it. What you value, what
you can tolerate, what motivates you; anything you want to
say or do is filtered through this imaginary prism called cancer.
And what goes in doesn't always come out as you expected,
or have heard yourself saying, or seen yourself doing, or had
expressed an interest in saying or doing like you had for the
entirety of your previous life. This the new you, like it or not.

Itis in this context that us cancer (or any other termi-
nal-type situation) survivors are regularly asked what we want
to do with the rest of our lives - or a reasonable facsimile there-
of. Specifically, this awkward conversation inevitably veers into
whether we have a “bucket list:" a list of sorts of the things you
want to do before you die, places you want to visit, people you
want to see, et cetera; and maybe even the songs you want to
hear: “Live Like You're Dying” by Tim McGraw comes to mind.

When the opportunity (more like misfortune) presents
itself at your ground-zero-type meeting with an oncologist
when you hear the words “You have cancer” for the first time,
you are changed forever, and not just physically, but every
which way - and some you never imagined as well. Invariably,
what is asked and/or what you think about your new reality
as a “terminal” cancer patient, your answer is the framework
of the all-too-familiar bucket list: the things/choices/places
you want to do/say/go; presuming/understanding that you no
longer have as much time as you thought you did - before this
appointment. There’s no future “woeing” is me, there’s only the
present and accepting/assimilating your new circumstances
into your routine. Fighting it is one thing, but embracing it is
quite another. Unfortunately, the odds/statistics are against you,
but so what? Cancer may be the big dog, but if I want to get on
the porch, I'm going to do so. Because even though cancer and
all its insidious ways likely has other plans for you, plans you
probably need to agree and proceed to, as we say in the sales
world, standing pat ain't gonna cut it anymore.. And cancer is
as big a hurdle as there is. All you can do is learn to roll with
the punches and put one foot in front of the other. And more
often than not, my bullet-list answer surprises.

I want to live life like I'm living, not live like I'm anticipat-
ing dying. I don’t want to fill up this hypothetical bucket, | want
to empty it. Furthermore, I'd rather enjoy and appreciate what |
have - and had, not think about what | don't have/didn't do.

After hearing what | heard - out of the blue no less, at
that initial meeting with the oncologist, about my abbreviated
life expectancy; to say it knocks you for a loop is to minimize
loops everywhere. This ‘loop’ is more like the roller coaster
from hell. Up and down and all-around is just the beginning.
And one ride is more than enough. But you're going to be on
this ride for the rest of your life so hunker down and buckle
up. Eventually, at least I did, you get it sorted in some way
which enables you to live life forward. | felt that if | was
doing something on my so-called “bucket list,” the reason for
doing that thing was because I was dying and | wanted to do
it before | died. To me, that would be reinforcing a negative.
That's not how | want to decide that whatever it is I'm doing.

I want to decide based on the merits/intrinsic value of the
thing. To me, the ‘bucket list’ concept is too negative. | want to
do things because | want to do them, not because | have too
not because of some theoretical list of do-or-die experiences/
accomplishments. Reinforcing a negative didn't/doesn’t feel
like a very positive thing to do. And here | am, nearly 15 years
post-diagnosis.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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To learn more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

OPEN SUN 11/12, 1-4 PM

Alexandria/Fort Hunt | $3,200,000

Show Stopper Luxury! This 7,000 square foot main house has an attached 3,300 square foot guesthouse, situated on over a 1-acre walled and private lot, which adds
incredible flexibility for family and visiting friends. It is the essence of luxury, privacy, elegance, and comfort. There are eight bedrooms and baths in total, gourmet
kitchens with entertaining spaces, a media room, a pool, and outdoor living areas. There is parking for over a dozen vehicles in the brick paver drive. What an entertainer’s
paradise. The owner has offered that Seller Held Financing is available for those interested in that option as part of their purchase. This one-of-a-kind property is one you

do not want to miss. 1500 Collingwood Road
Chris Robinson 703.898.9023
www.robinsonbriggs.com

OPEN SAT 11/4 & SUN 11/5, 1-3 PM

Arlington | $2,750,000

Gorgeous 6-bedroom, 5.5-bath, 6,000-SF Craftsman
home! Large lot (.6 acres). Gourmet kitchen boasts
six-burner range and island. Private yard with deck.
Primary suite with gas fireplace, sitting room, and en-
suite bath. Finished lower level. 3651 N Harrison St
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

Alexandria/College Park | $1,075,000
4-bedroom, 4.5-bath detached, expanded, brick
rambler. Living room with vaulted ceilings, skylights,
fireplace, oversized bay window + attached porch.
Professional landscaping, irrigation system, fenced
patio, new driveway on 9,000+ SF lot. 1200 Trinity Dr
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138
www.GordonWoodRealtor.com

OPEN SUN 11/12, 2-4 PM

DC/Kalorama | $1,885,000

Meticulously maintained row house right off Rock
Creek Park. 2 large bedrooms upstairs & 3 full baths.
The lower level could be used as a rental or au pair
suite. Beautiful patio and garden oasis, plus a rare
detached 2-car garage. 2021 Allen Place NW

Miriam Miller 703.598.6619
www.MM-RealEstate.com

OPEN SUN 11/12, 2-4 PM

Belle Haven | $999,000

Improved Value - be in for the holidays! Sellers may settle
quickly! This expansive home is dazzling with its white
kitchen and gleaming hardwood floors. With a rare true
6 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 3 fireplaces, & a garage — there
is room for everyone & everything! 2330 Windsor Road
Janet Caterson Price 703.622.5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

OPEN SUN 11/12, 1-3 PM

Villamay | $1,400,000

In the desirable neighborhood of Villamay, enjoy lush,
mature landscaping and a “perch” bench, perfect for
sunrise views & watching fireworks over the Potomac
River. Not a surface is untouched in this meticulously
maintained & sophisticated home. 7406 Park Terrace Dr
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SUN 11/12,12-2 PM

Burke | $550,000
This 3 level, 3 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half bath townhome
has recently received a flurry of updates including a
brand new deck, fully renovated baths on the upper
level, brand new carpet on the upper level, fresh paint
throughout & fresh landscaping. 9944 Whitewater Dr
Jillian Hogan Homes 703.951.7655
www.dJillianHoganHomes.com

109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com
10 E Washington St, Middleburg, VA 20118 | Equal Housing Opportunity
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