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H
undreds of American 
flags were unfurled 
overlooking the Poto-
mac River to kick off 

the 9th annual Flags for Heroes 
display June 30 on the grounds of 
Cedar Knoll Restaurant.

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Alexandria, the Flags for Heroes 
project provides community mem-
bers an opportunity to dedicate a 
flag to honor a hero in their life. 
A card attached to each flag bears 
the name of the hero – a friend, 
family member, veteran, health-
care worker, first responder or oth-
er hero -- along with the name of 
the individual sponsor.

“These flags not only recognize 
our heroes but also support mul-
tiple local charities,” said Rotary 
Club past president Jim Carmalt. 
“This includes scholarships for 
Scouting troops and STEM pro-
grams to develop outstanding 
leaders.”

Area volunteers, Scout troops 
and members of the nonprofit 
Cornerstone Craftsman joined the 

Courage, Sacrifice, Service
Flags for Heroes 
on display at 
Cedar Knoll.

Alexandria Rotary Club earlier in 
the week in positioning the flags 
at the restaurant’s location along 
the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway.

More than 200 flags were un-
furled to set up the display, which 
will remain in place through July 
11. Donations will also be accept-
ed through that date.

“A QR code is available at Ce-
dar Knoll for anyone interested 
in sponsoring a flag or wishing to 
donate directly to our cause,” Car-

malt added. “Donations can also 
be made through our website.”

This year’s Flags for Heroes pro-
gram has so far raised $30,000 
which will benefit Alexandria Ro-
tary Club community projects and 
provide direct financial support to 
more than 40 local charities and 
nonprofits.

Said Carmalt, “This project is 
representative of the very model of 
Rotary – Service Above Self.” 

www.alexandriarotary.org

Photos by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
Anass Yahyaoui, Hjarman Cordero, Arely Morales, Patrick Coye and Ru Toyama 
at the June 30 opening of the Flags for Heroes display at Cedar Knoll Restaurant.

Visitors view the Flags for Heroes display June 30 at Cedar Knoll Restaurant. The project 
is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Alexandria to support local charities and will remain 
on view through July 11.

Rotarian Colin Tridone, left, works with a Scout volunteer and Ro-
tarian Anass Yahyaoui in erecting more than 200 flags as part of the 
Flags for Heroes display June 27 at Cedar Knoll Restaurant.

Rotarians Pete O’Dell and Anass Yahyaoui set up some of the more 
than 200 flags as part of the Flags for Heroes display June 27 at 
Cedar Knoll Restaurant.



2  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  July 2-15, 2026 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mercia Hobson
The Gazette

A wide-ranging slate of new state 
programs to fill gaps in housing, 
workforce, healthcare, and edu-
cation for Virginia families took 

effect July 1.
From rent, paychecks, and medical bills 

to increased school funding, the new state 
budget addresses everyday costs and resi-
dents’ pocketbooks through four key areas 
of newly enacted provisions — reforms that 
are vital to the Northern Virginia communi-
ties of Fairfax County, Arlington County, and 
the City of Alexandria.

“Today, by finalizing our budget, Virginia 
is charting a path toward a stronger, more 
secure, and more affordable future for every 
family who calls our Commonwealth home,” 
said  Gov. Abigail Spanberger in a statement 
issued June 29, highlighting how the final-
ized budget targets kitchen-table costs. “We 
are investing more than $100 million to 
make housing more affordable, lower ener-
gy costs, and make sure every Virginian can 
build a stable future without being crushed 
by rising costs.”

The implementation follows the General 
Assembly’s final adoption of the governor’s 
fiscal amendments on June 29, enacting 
the commonwealth’s comprehensive $207 
billion spending plan for the 2026–2028 bi-
ennium. Introduced during the 2026 legisla-
tive session by Del. Luke E. Torian (D-Prince 
William), chairman of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, the measures — packaged 
as House Bill 30 — directly address cost-of-
living strains.

Speaking from the House Appropriations 
Committee room in Richmond four months 
earlier on Feb. 22, Torian underscored the 
underlying philosophy of the legislative 
package. “This budget is not just about 
filling gaps,” Torian said. “At its core, this 
budget is about affordability — and about 
whether Virginia is doing everything it can 
to help families not just survive, but build 
stable, secure lives.”

1. Expanded Renter Protections and Hous-
ing Preservation

The Extended Eviction Grace Period (HB 
15 / SB 48), championed by Sen. Aaron 
Rouse (D-Virginia Beach) and Del. Phil Her-
nandez (D-Norfolk), applies to all Virginia 
tenants. The Virginia Legislative Informa-
tion System (LIS) notes this update “pro-
vides tenants with a longer period to rectify 
nonpayment before a landlord can initiate 
eviction proceedings.” The grace period ex-
pands to14 days from five days.

The Virginia Eviction Reduction Program 
Expansion (HB 527 / SB 628) is backed by 
Del. Adele McClure (D-Arlington) and Sen. 
Mamie Locke (D-Hampton). Locke noted 
that the Eviction Reduction Program estab-
lishes a permanent, data-driven framework, 

stating during its passage that the measure 
ensures Virginia is “moving away from a re-
actionary posture on housing instability and 
toward a sustainable, proven prevention in-
frastructure.”

The Local Housing Authority Empow-
erments legislation (SB 4 / HB 867) was 
introduced by Del. Elizabeth Bennett-Park-
er (D-Alexandria) and Del. Rae Cousins 
(D-Richmond). According to the Virginia 
Housing Alliance, these updates focus on 
preserving buildings and expanding zoning 
options to scale up affordable inventory, 
rather than administering individual cash 
benefits.

2. Stronger Wage Protections and Labor 
Measures

The Pay Transparency & Salary History 
Ban (HB 636 / SB 215) was introduced by 
former Del. Michelle Maldonado (D-Manas-
sas) and Sen. Jennifer B. Boysko (D-Fair-
fax). Gov. Abigail Spanberger said the law 
“will ensure that employees are offered the 
pay they deserve while promoting greater 
transparency in the application process.”

The Minimum Wage Path (HB 1 / SB 1), 
patroned by Del. Jeion Ward (D-Hampton) 
and Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), 
codifies the current $12.77 baseline and 
schedules incremental increases, hitting 
$13.75 on Jan. 1, 2027, and $15.00 by Jan. 
1, 2028.

The Wage Theft Safeguards (HB 238), in-
troduced by Del. Dolores McQuinn (D-Rich-
mond), ensures workers are protected. The 
Virginia Department of Labor and Industry 
(DOLI) investigates claims for all workers, 
making it a crime for an employer to threat-
en to report a worker to immigration author-
ities or withhold earned pay.

3. Healthcare Affordability and Consumer 
Mandates

The Pharmacy Benefit Manager Crack-
down (HB 625 / SB 161) and Prior Authori-
zation Limits (HB 736) are led by Del. Rozia 
Henson (D-Prince William), Sen. Russet Per-
ry (D-Loudoun), and former Del. Michelle 
Maldonado (D-Manassas). Enrolled individ-
uals in commercial or employer-sponsored 
plans automatically receive these baseline 
benefits. Gov. Abigail Spanberger said, 
“These bills are a significant step forward to 
make sure that when your family needs care, 
you can get it.”

4. Boosted K-12 Public Education Funding
Local School Division Support and English 

Language Learner (ELL) initiatives receive 
funding through the state budget (HB 30). 
Public school divisions are legally mandated 
to provide a free K-12 public education to ev-
ery child residing within their district bound-
aries, regardless of immigration status.

School divisions are prohibited from in-
quiring about immigration status during en-
rollment, thereby ensuring immediate legal 
rights to ELL instruction, in accordance with 
policy guidance from the National Immigra-

Broad Relief for Virginia Families Coming July 1
From rent, paychecks, and medical bills 
to boosted school funding, here’s how the 
new budget could impact everyday costs. 

Screen capture via Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office website
A screen capture from the Fairfax County government website displays an updated 
warning regarding the local eviction process. Effective July 1, 2026, House Bill 15 
replaces Virginia’s standard five-day nonpayment notice with a mandatory 14-day 
grace period for renters across the commonwealth.

Screen capture via Wikipedia
Alexandria City High School serves a student body in which nearly 40% of students 
require English Language Learner (ELL) support. Under Virginia’s newly enacted 
2026 state budget (HB 30), a new infusion of funding takes effect on July 1 to ex-
pand support for local school divisions and instructional programming.

Screen capture via Zillow
A rental listing shows the Crystal Flats apartment building on Saturday, June 27. New 
tenant protection and eviction laws passed during the 2026 Virginia General Assem-
bly session take effect July 1.

tion Law Center and the Oyez Project. This 
impact is felt statewide, including in Alex-
andria City Public Schools, a system where 

the division reports that students come from 
118 countries and 37.5% to 38% of the stu-
dent body requires English Learner support.
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A
n ambitious effort is underway to 
establish a National Maritime Mu-
seum in Alexandria, an initiative 
that aims to celebrate the city’s 

seafaring heritage while creating a new cul-
tural destination in the Washington, D.C. 
region.

The project, still in its early stages, has 
rapidly gained momentum over the past 
year. Organizers began formal planning only 
recently, with significant groundwork such 
as securing a potential site and forming a 
nonprofit foundation occurring largely out 
of public view until just weeks ago.

Supporters of the initiative argue that 
Alexandria is uniquely suited to host a na-
tional maritime museum. Once a thriving 

colonial port, the city predates Washington, 
D.C., and played a key role in early Ameri-
can commerce and naval history. Today, ad-
vocates say, that legacy remains underrepre-
sented at the national level.

The proposed museum would seek to 
change that by telling a broader story of the 
United States as a maritime nation connect-
ing Alexandria’s local history to global trade, 
naval power and exploration.

“We have to make the case that Alexan-
dria is the right place for a National Mar-
itime museum,” said Marion Smith, presi-
dent and CEO of the United States Maritime 
Foundation.

Organizers also point to the success of wa-
terfront attractions like the Tall Ship Provi-
dence, which drew visitors and helped spark 
interest in maritime programming. While 
that project faced operational challenges, it 
demonstrated strong public interest in Alex-
andria’s nautical heritage.

“Establishing a relationship with the tall 
ship could be a very nice accelerator for the 
project because the pier itself is top notch,” 
Smith said. “It’s excellently constructed and 

Tall Ship Providence Foundation has 
announced that it is suspending its 
educational and tour programs ef-

fective June 26, 2026. 
The decision to suspend these operations 

was not made lightly, and the Foundation’s 
board and staff share in the sadness felt by 
the community that has supported this mis-
sion so faithfully.

During this period of suspension, the 
Foundation intends to evaluate possible 

Tall Ship Providence Foundation: Will Suspend 
Educational, Tour Programs Effective June 26, 2026

strategic alternatives to maintain operations 
consistent with its non-profit mission. The 
board remains hopeful that a path forward 
can be identified that honors Providence’s 
legacy and the community it has served. 
These alternatives include an accelerated 
merger with the United States Maritime 
Museum proposed for Alexandria’s water-
front, adjacent to the Foundation’s facilities 
and Tall Ship Providence at Waterfront Park. 
However, if no viable alternative consistent 

with the Foundation’s mission can be iden-
tified, the Foundation will be forced to shut 
down operations permanently. 

The Foundation’s Pier Bar will continue to 
operate during this suspension period as a 
means of generating funds to support ship 
maintenance and other basic operating ex-
penses.

Founded in 2017, the Foundation has 
been dedicated to celebrating the nation’s 
maritime heritage and educating visitors on 

the important role Providence played in the 
American Revolution. Tall Ship Providence 
was recognized for three consecutive years 
as a top tourist destination by Traveler’s 
Choice for its Living History Tours and has 
served thousands of local students through 
its Field Trip Program, which provided free 
educational programs for Title One Schools. 
These achievements reflect the extraordinary 
generosity of donors, volunteers and visitors 
who believed in the Foundation’s work.

Fair Winds and Following Seas

New maritime 
vision takes shape 
in Alexandria.

Photo by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
The U.S. Maritime Museum Foundation is in talks to establish a national maritime 
museum at 1 Prince Street across from Waterfront Park in Old Town.

Photo/Visit Alexandria
The U.S. Maritime Museum Foundation is looking to partner with the Tall Ship Provi-
dence, which has ceased operations, as part of establishing the United States Mari-
time Museum along the Alexandria waterfront.

looks great and we could be operational im-
mediately if we could make this happen.”

Rather than a traditional artifact-heavy 
institution, planners envision a “destina-
tion-style” museum focused on immersive, 
technology-driven experiences. Interactive 

exhibits, multisensory theater presentations 
and rotating digital programming would al-
low visitors to engage with maritime history 
in dynamic ways.
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C
harles Joseph “Joe” Reeder II, 
a longtime Old Town resident 
whose passion for history helped 
preserve one of the city’s most 

important 18th-century homes, died June 
24 at Paul Spring Senior Living. He was 99.

Reeder lived a life defined by motion, al-
ways moving across continents, careers and 
centuries-old floorboards. But he is remem-
bered most for what he chose to save.

Born Feb. 13, 1927, in Carthage, N.Y., he 
was raised in the North Country alongside 
his younger brother, Samuel. After high 
school, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 
in 1945 and served through the end of World 
War II. Called back to service during the Ko-
rean War, he was commissioned as an officer 
and served in overseas combat operations.

In the years after the armistice, Reeder 
embarked on an adventure that hinted at the 
independence that would define him: Trav-
eling across Europe on a Lambretta scooter, 
earning meals and lodging by working odd 
jobs in towns along the way.

Back in the United States, he settled in 
Washington, D.C., working as an aerial re-
connaissance photography analyst for the 
Office of Naval Intelligence. But his real 
passion soon extended beyond intelligence 
work to something more tangible: buildings, 
objects, and the quiet stories they hold.

With a sharp eye and a willingness to do 
the work himself, Reeder began acquiring 
and restoring properties across Washington 
with his longtime partner, Alfred Winstead. 
By the 1960s, the two had made their home 
in Old Town, where their interest in historic 
structures deepened into expertise.

Reeder later worked for Hargrove, Inc., 
serving as an event design coordinator for 
presidential inaugural balls, an unusual role 
that blended precision, creativity and an ap-

Joe Reeder  Preservationist who gave 
Alexandria its past dies at 99.

preciation for setting the stage for history.
Yet his most enduring contribution would 

come with his purchase of 517 Prince Street.
In 2000, Reeder purchased the Mur-

ray-Dick-Fawcett House, a modest but ex-
traordinary 18th-century dwelling that is 
among the oldest and least-altered homes in 
Northern Virginia. Where others might have 
seen limitations, he saw authenticity. Reeder 
devoted decades to restoring the house us-
ing period-appropriate materials and filling 
it with antiques that reflected everyday co-
lonial life.

He approached preservation not as nostal-
gia, but as stewardship. In 2017, he reached 
an agreement with the City of Alexandria to 
transfer ownership of the property while re-

Photo courtesy City of Alexandria
The Murray-Dick-Fawcett House is one of the earliest 
homes in the city and possibly the least altered 18th Cen-
tury home in Northern Virginia.

Photo courtesy of Vernacular Architecture Forum
The yard of the Murray-Dick-Fawcett House at the corner of Prince and S. St. Asaph streets in Old Town. The 
0.3-acre lot, which contains a 1770s timber-frame and brick dwelling and a small garden, was one of the few 
buildings in existence in the area during the American Revolution. 

Photo contributed
Joe Reeder, a longtime Alexandria resident and preser-
vationist, died June 24 at Paul Spring Senior Living. He 
was 99 years old.

Photo courtesy At Home Alexandria
Joe Reeder with former Mayor Allison Silberberg at a reception for At 
Home Alexandria at Reeder’s Old Town home in 2019.

Photo courtesy 
Reeder family

Joe Reeder, left, 
during a hunting 

excursion in an 
undated photo.
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ELECTION NOTICE - CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Dual Primary Election - Tuesday, August 4, 2026

Eligible citizens who will be 18 or older by November 3, 2026 may apply to register to
vote (or update an address) online, by mail, or in person.

        Online at vote.elections.virginia.gov, prior to 11:59 p.m. on July 24, 2026.

        By mail by downloading an application at alexandriava.gov/elections or calling   
        703.746.4050. Applications must be postmarked by July 24, 2026.

        In person at our office prior to 5 p.m. on July 24, 2026:

OFFICE OF VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS
132 N Royal Street, Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 703.746.4050       Fax: 703.746.4540       Email: voters@alexandriava.gov
alexandriava.gov/elections

The deadline to register or update an existing registration in advance of this
election is

July 24, 2026

Voter Registration Information

Office of Voter Registration and Elections
132 N Royal St, Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
703.746.4050

Same Day Registration
Available to individuals who missed the standard registration period. Find more info at

alexandriava.gov/elections.

Early Voting Information
Find a full schedule of dates and hours on our website: alexandriava.gov/elections.

To apply for a ballot to be mailed to you, visit vote.elections.virginia.gov or contact
our office. The deadline to apply for a by-mail ballot is Friday, July 24 at 5 p.m.

ALEXANDRIA
YOUTH LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE 2026

Tuesday,
August 11 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Del Pepper Community
Recource Center
4850 Mark Center Dr

alexandriava.gov/dchs
For questions or reasonable disability accommodation,
contact felicia.parks@alexandriava.gov or call
703.746.3303, Virginia Relay 711.

The Alexandria Youth Leadership Conference empowers emerging young leaders
by providing training opportunities and connecting them to resources in their

community. Registration is open to all rising 9th-12th grade students in Alexandria.

Wednesday,
August 12

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Thursday,
August 13 

11a.m. to 5 p.m.

Click or scan the QR code 
to register today!

REGISTER BY AUGUST 7!

News

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

Retired Navy Capt. Eugene “Red” Mc-
Daniel was a featured speaker at an 
open house hosted June 20 by Amer-

ican Legion Post 24 to celebrate the nation’s 
250th birthday.

McDaniel, considered by Time Magazine 
as one of the most brutally tortured POWs 
of the Vietnam War, was held in captivity for 
more than six years at the notorious Hỏa Lò 
Prison, known as the Hanoi Hilton. 

He had been shot down in May of 1967 
while flying his 81st mission in an A-6A In-

‘Scars and Stripes’
Post 24 hosts POW hero “Red” McDaniel.

truder aircraft. He was considered MIA until 
1970, when it was confirmed that he was a 
prisoner of war. He was released in 1973.

Audience members included Scout troops 
as well as veterans and local residents who 
heard stories of McDaniel’s captivity and 
survival, which he credited to his unwaver-
ing Christian faith. McDaniel, now 94 years 
old, is the author of “Scars and Stripes,” 
which chronicles his life growing up as the 
son of a sharecropper in North Carolina to 
his storied military career.

Named a Living Legend of Alexandria in 
2019, McDaniel was accompanied by his 
son, retired Navy Capt. Michael McDaniel.

Retired Navy Capt. Eugene “Red” McDaniel, left, speaks during an open house June 
20 at American Legion Post 24 in Old Town. McDaniel, considered one of the most 
brutally tortured POWs during the Vietnam War, was accompanied by his son, retired 
Navy Capt. Michael McDaniel.

Photos by Allison Silberberg
Retired Navy Capt. Eugene “Red” McDaniel, seated, poses for a photo with Scout 
troop members and leaders June 20 at American Legion Post 24 in Old Town. McDan-
iel, considered one of the most brutally tortured POWs during the Vietnam War, was 
a featured speaker during an open house celebrating the nation’s 250th birthday.
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D
avid Mercer has been initiating 
projects and expanding them into 
meaningful life changing events 
for others all of his life whether 

it was establishing his own traveling soccer 
team, helping write the landmark Condo-
minium Act of Virginia, or setting up alco-
holism rehab education and clinics for law-
yers. “It’s easier to start something; you can 
call the shots,” he says. 

Mercer was born and raised in Alexandria 
where he excelled at sports and made sig-
nificant contributions. He remembers it all 

goes back to fifth grade at George Mason 
Elementary School where he gravitated to 
football.

He says, “I think I picked football because 
I’m blind in my right eye and don’t have 
depth perception but if they handed you the 
football, you just ran.” He says he played 
basketball until Junior Varsity but then he 
just wasn’t tall enough. But he said he was 
also a sprinter, another sport that worked 
with just one eye.

But he does remember one game against 
Groveton High School. “I think I got the ball 
on the kickoff. I got hit hard and got a con-
cussion. I ran in the wrong direction and 
scored for the other team.”

But Mercer went on to become a multi-var-
sity sport letterman and captain of the track 
and football teams. He went on to Hampden 
Sydney College where he started on the var-
sity team as a freshman.

Mercer’s three children carried on the 
sports tradition with his daughter Kelly at-
tending college on a track scholarship, “and 

she still holds the record for the 800 meter in 
high school.” Kristen played soccer at Mary 
Washington, and Clark was a goalkeeper at 
TC Williams and a punter at Yale. Mercer’s 
wife Nell was a synchronized swimmer and 
on the field hockey team.

Mercer carried on his interest in sports as 
an adult where he coached the Alexandria 
youth soccer team for seven years, and he 
started his own travel soccer team where he 
served as the team coach and administrator.  
Mercer was asked to be an inaugural mem-
ber of the City of Alexandria Athletic Hall 
of Fame Committee due to his accomplish-
ments.

Mercer began his legal career in 1973 and 
again took the lead in another direction as 
a key drafter of the Condominium Act of 
Virginia where he took a niche industry to 
becoming a commonplace organization. He 
led again by initiating the conversion of the 
Parkfairfax Apartments to condominiums 
in the 1970s, quite an achievement since it 
was the largest apartment to condominium 
conversion in the United States. He worked 
with the city to put on pro bono clinics 
which helped many to be able to own their 
own first homes.

Mary Horner, Division Chief, Landlord 
Tenant Division for the City of Alexandria 

says, “David Mercer’s long-lasting signifi-
cance stems not only from his professional 
achievements but also from his unwavering 
commitment to serving others and giving 
back to the city and beyond.”

Along the way Mercer says in early 1986 
he was asked by his law practice to do some-
thing about a problem he had with alcohol. 
“So I checked into an alcohol rehab center 
for 30 days. I knew I needed help but when I 
reached out to the Virginia Bar Association, 
they had no information on what to do for 
mental health issues or alcoholism.”

He says, “I realized one of the parts of 
the rehab program that was critical was to 
think less of yourself and more of others. It 
sounded easy to me, and I said ‘I know what 
I can do.’” He started Lawyers Helping Law-
yers speaking at law schools, holding clinics 
and providing information. “We’ve come a 
long way since we started with 40 that first 
night.” He adds, “It’s now a professionally 
run organization.”

He says his law firm joins the annual 
food challenge for all law firms in Virginia, 
and they are always an award winner. “We 
get our clients to contribute food. You find 
where you have a soft spot, where you have 
passion. The food bank is mine.”

Mercer is also proud of breaking a glass 
ceiling at the Campagna Center, which he 
says is traditionally a female-led organiza-
tion. “I was the first male president of the 
Campagna Center. It’s a perfect organization 
that helps families who can’t take care of 
their kids.” He says reading at schools was 
his favorite thing. “It’s unarguable where 
you should give your time and money. It’s a 
real pleasure.”

When asked what he is proudest of, Mer-
cer says, “That’s easy. It’s my wife and fam-
ily. Nell has stuck with me through thick 
and thin and my three kids each in their 
own way are successful and involved with 
their own children. They are loving and car-
ing and they have a lot going on but we get 
together — we have seven grandkids. We 
babysit, drive them.”

Mercer says thoughtfully, “If I hadn’t gone 
into rehab, I wouldn’t have this  life today.”

David Mercer Strength, recovery and new beginnings.

Photo by Steven Halperson/Tisara Studios
Prominent attorney David Mercer is a Living Legend of Alexandria.

“If I hadn’t gone into 
rehab, I wouldn’t have 
this life today.” 

— Living Legend of Alexandria 
David Mercer

Submit civic/community an-
nouncements at Connection-
Newspapers.com/Calendar. 
Photos and artwork welcome. 
Deadline is Thursday at noon, 
at least two weeks before the 
event. Or email to calendar@
connectionnewspapers.com 

FREE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY LYFT RIDES
WRAP, a local nonprofit organi-

zation, announced that free 
safe Lyft rides will be offered 
to would-be drunk drivers 
throughout the Washing-
ton-metropolitan area during 
this weekend’s Independence 
Day celebrations.

Bulletin Board

Offered by the nonprofit Washing-
ton Regional Alcohol Program 
(WRAP), the 2026 Independence 
Day SoberRide program will be in 
operation beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, July 4th (Independence 
Day) and operates until 4:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 5th as a way to 
keep local roads safe from im-
paired drivers during this high-risk 
holiday.

During this 12-hour period, area res-
idents ages 21 and older celebrat-
ing with alcohol may download 
the Lyft app to their phones then 
enter the SoberRide code in the 
app’s ‘Payment’ tab (under the ‘Add 
Lyft Pass’ option) to receive their 
no-cost (up to $15) safe transpor-
tation home. WRAP’s 2026 Inde-

pendence Day SoberRide® promo 
code will be posted at 3:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 4th on www. 
SoberRide.com.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
ALIVE! Volunteers are needed to assist 

with multiple programs relating to 
their Food Program, ALIVE! House, 
and Alexandria Eviction Prevention 
Partnership Program will distribute 
food at Mobile Pop-ups and Truck 
to Trunk events, etc. https://www.
volunteeralexandria.org/ALIVE

Assistance League of Northern Virginia 
is an all-volunteer non-profit or-
ganization that feeds, clothes and 
provides reading assistance and 
books to children in need.   Assis-
tance League’s programs touch the 

lives of hundreds of children in 
Fairfax and Prince William Coun-
ties and the City of Alexandria.  
There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities for community members 
to contribute to helping those in 
need.  To learn more, email info@
alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.org.

Join Friends’ Board. Those who care 
about mental health, the Alexan-
dria community, and collaborating 
with fellow residents to make sure 
the City’s most vulnerable residents 
have a chance to thrive, then con-
sider joining the Board of Friends 
of the Alexandria Mental Health 
Center. The Friends Board is an 
all-volunteer group of residents 
that oversees the administration 
of one of Alexandria’s top mental 

health charities. Friends has no 
paid staff, so Board mem-
bers, working on average 10 
hours per month, share the 
day-to-day work needed to 
accomplish its goals. Interest-
ed candidates should email 
FriendsofAMHC@gmail.com. 

STEM Professionals Needed. Help 
assist K-12 STEM teachers as 
part of the American Associ-
ation for the Advancement 
of Science’s STEM Volunteer 
Program, stemvolunteers.org, 
during the 2018-19 school 
year. In the 2017-18 school 
year, there are 85 volunteers 
in 6 Northern Virginia school 

See Bulletin, Page 15
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From Page 4

Visit IntegraCare.com
or call 703-223-5226

to learn more about 
our community!

Discover Award-Winning Senior Living,
Where Excellence Feels Like Home.

At The Residence at Colvin Run, great care isn’t just a 
promise. It shows up in the little things we do every day. 

That’s why we earned a Silver Award for our Call Bell 
Response times, making sure residents get the support 

they need when they need it.

We’ve also been recognized as a 2026 U.S. News & World 
Report Best Memory Care community, which reflects the 

warm, attentive environment families value.

Obituary

Joe Reeder
taining the right to live there for 
the rest of his life. The arrange-
ment ensured the house would be 
preserved as a public museum and 
educational resource long after he 
was gone.

City leaders later called the 
acquisition one of the most sig-
nificant additions to Alexandria’s 
historic preservation portfolio in 
decades, a testament not only to 
the house itself but to the man 
who safeguarded it.

But Reeder’s life was far from 
anchored in one place. He main-
tained a lifelong connection to 
his family’s camp near Stillwater 
Reservoir in Northern New York, 
missing only one year of visits in 
nearly a century due to his service 
overseas during the Korean War.

In his later decades, Reeder 
traveled extensively, visiting plac-
es as diverse as Alaska, Machu 
Picchu, Egypt and the American 
Southwest. He fished in distant 
waters, stalked game in western 
mountains and enjoyed simpler 
pleasures closer to home including 
bridge games with friends, eve-
nings with a glass of inexpensive 
bourbon and conversations that 
ranged easily from history to daily 

life.
One of Reeder’s greatest pas-

sions was the preservation of his 
family’s camp near the Stillwater 
Reservoir in Northern New York. It 
was in the Adirondacks that Reed-
er learned to hunt, fish and enjoy 
the outdoors. It was there that he 
met Larry Dolhof, who was his 
closest lifelong friend. Together 
with Dolhof, Reeder acquired five 
year rights to a 1.1 million acre 
forest area in British Columbia, 
including a seven-bedroom log 
cabin lodge, where they hunted 
moose, elk, bear and other large 
North American game. In the last 
20 years of his life, Dolhof and his 
sons, Matt and Mike, were among 
Reeder’s most faithful hunting and 
fishing guides.

Reeder had countless friends in 
Northern New York, including many 
longtime members of the Stillwater 
Club, founded in 1893. His close 
friends in Northern Virginia in-
cluded his attorney, James Turner, 
his Realtor, Paul Anderson, friends 
Ricky and Ana Rivera, David and 
Edith Rivera, and longtime neigh-
bors Joan Goehler and Bob Joseph.

Well into his 90s, he remained 
engaged, curious and deeply so-
cial, maintaining close friendships 
across Virginia and his beloved 
North Country. In his final days, he 
spent time with longtime bridge 

partners, a reflection of the rela-
tionships that sustained him.

Reeder is survived by his cous-
in Sue Collyer and her husband, 
John, of New York; nephew, Tim 
Reeder, wife Sue and children Sam 
and Catherine; niece, Molly Cham-
berlain, husband Douglas and sons 
Thomas and Charles; great nieces 
Elizabeth Cherkis and Sarah Reed-
er; and many friends who were 
like extended family.

A celebration of life is planned 
in Alexandria the week of July 
13, with a private memorial to 
be held in Northern New York, 
where he will be laid to rest in 
the fall. Tributes and donations in 
Reeder’s memory may be made to 
the American Chemical Society’s 
Project SEED, a scholarship pro-
gram Reeder helped underwrite 
throughout his life.

Reeder often shared his historic 
knowledge of his longtime home. 
In the end, his greatest legacy may 
be that he understood something 
rarer than the price of antiques or 
real estate: the value of preserva-
tion itself.

Because of Reeder, future gen-
erations will walk through the 
Murray-Dick-Fawcett House and 
encounter not just an artifact of 
the 18th century, but a living con-
nection to the past and to the man 
who made sure it endured.
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1971 Original Titans Scholarship, 
Zainab A.

21st Century University Scholarship, 
Kenia GR., Alisha T.

A.A. Beiro Family Foundation 
Scholarship, Karen SR.

ACHS Band Boosters Jazz 
Scholarship, Jonathan R.

ACHS Band Boosters Scholarship, 
Augustino R.

ACHS Lacrosse Boosters 
Scholarship, Megan B., Lucas L.

ACHS Rugby Boosters - Cindi 
Schieber Girls’ Rugby Scholarship, 
Ziona M.

ACHS Rugby Boosters - Mathew 
Morey Boys’ Rugby Scholarship, 
Alpha J.

Al Carter Scholarship, Betselot H.
Albert Hazen Smith Memorial 
Scholarship, Robert C-R.

Alexandria City Public Schools 
Employees Scholarship, Allison JV.

Alexandria Community 
Remembrance Project/Benjamin 
Thomas Memorial Scholarship, 
Soliana M.

Alexandria Community 
Remembrance Project/Joseph 
McCoy Memorial Scholarship, 
Mohammad M.

Alexandria Council of PTA 
Scholarship, Dersabel G.

Alexandria Crew Boosters-John 
Steve Carbonell Catilo Memorial 
Scholarship, Arianna E.

Alexandria Crew Boosters Scholarship, 
Sara G.

Alexandria Future Legend 
Scholarship, Salma N.

Alexandria Gazette Packet 
Corporate Partner Scholarship, 
Zenat N.

Alexandria Jaycees Community 
Service Scholarship, Eleanor B.‡

Alexandria Lacrosse Club/The 
Katherine “KK” Harris McCart 
Memorial Scholarship, Ella W.

Alexandria Lacrosse Club/The 
Robert “Bob” K. Moir Memorial 
Scholarship, Saylor A.

Alexandria Pritzker Family 
Scholarship,* Shabnam A.

Alexandria Retired Teachers 
Association Scholarship, Keilyn MR.

Alexandria Toyota, Inc. Corporate 
Partner Scholarship, Joel F.

AlphaGraphics Corporate Partner 
Scholarship,* Zohra G.

Aly Khan Johnson/Cross Country, 
Track and Field Scholarship, Linnea 
C., Merrill P.

Amazon Corporate Partner 
Scholarship, Mesbah S.

Amy McCracken TCW ’87 Memorial 
Scholarship, Raisel V.

Anthony L. Austin Memorial 
Scholarship, Sanaullah S.

Atlas Tech STEM Scholarship, 
Mohammad B.

Augusta “Dusty” Barbato Memorial 
Scholarship, Kainat H.

Barbara Finney Memorial 
Scholarship,* Raven W.

Boys Basketball Scholarship, John W.

Bradlee Merchants Association 
Scholarship, Ahmad N.

Brian and Michael Vaughan Memorial 
Scholarship, Arsema M.

Charles and Joel Carron Scholarship, 
Mahin I.

Charles B. Ramsey Memorial 
Scholarship, Kymberlyn SS.

Charles Barrett Resilience and 
Achievement Scholarship, Alex McM.

Charles E. Casey, JD Remember the 
Titans Memorial Scholarship, Arjen LL.

Class of 1965/Irving Lindsey 
Memorial Scholarship, Isabel C.

Clyde P. Jackson Automotive 
Scholarship, Nebiyu E.

Comfort Family Foundation Career 
& Technical Education (CTE) 
Scholarship, Heber PG.

CommonWealth One Charlotte 
H. Cash Academy of Finance 
Scholarship, Alexander M.

CommonWealth One Charlotte H. 
Cash ACHS Scholarship,  
Jammica NOR.

Cora King Scholarship, Melose A.
Courtney Smith Memorial 
Scholarship, Lanise W.

Daniel L. Beiro Memorial 
Scholarship,* Ricky W.

David J. Collison Memorial 
Scholarship, Izzat I.

Dee Campbell Memorial Scholarship, 
Eddy P-H.

Del Ray Artisans/John W. Hiller 
Photography and Film Scholarship, 
Daisy S.

Del Ray Artisans/Ted Eichers 
Memorial Art Scholarship, Rozalia F.

Del Ray Business Association 
Scholarship, Nayeli M.

Del Ray Citizens Association 
Scholarship in Memory of Charles 
Hill, Stephany UL.

Del Ray Dads Scholarship, Dayanne 
C., Estefani C., Natalie HM.

Departmental Progressive Club, 
Inc./James E. Henson Memorial 
Scholarship, Abijah P.

Donohoe Companies Corporate 
Partner Scholarship, Jacob S.

Doug Fertig Memorial Scholarship, 
Kinda Al H.

Dr. Alvin Crawley Memorial 
Scholarship, Juan G.

Dr. Erwin Bondareff Scholarship for 
Health Sciences, Silvia B.‡

Dr. John Liebermann Jr. Scholarship, 
Amin S.

Dr. Lois Berlin Scholarship, Joel G.
Dr. Manu and Shashi Patel Physics 
Scholarship, Carly W.

Dr. Michael D. Casey Giving Back 
Scholarship, Hamsia P.

Dr. Morton Sherman Scholarship, 
Dayanna G.

Dr. Patricia Zissios Scholarship,  
Monty E.

Dr. Teh-chang Shih Memorial 
Scholarship, Karima CO.

Dream Team Arts Scholarship, 
Yosias S.

Drew Wynne Foundation 
Scholarship, Valeriia H.

Eric R. and Laura M. Wagner 
Scholarship, Mehnaz I.

Fannon Scholarship, Moriah W.
Former School Board Chairs 
Scholarship, Isaac E.

Friendship Veterans Fire Engine 
Association Scholarship, Genesis CM.

Gallifrey Scholarship for Social 
Enterprise, Taha A.

Golde Memorial Scholarship,* 
Korinne G.

Goodhart Group Scholarship, Davis Y.
Henry Knox Field Masonic Lodge 
Scholarship, Miles Q.

Hill Family Scholarship, Carolina C-P.
Historic Alexandria Foundation 
Scholarship, Briana JM.

Howell Brett Medley Scholarship, 
Sara Al B.

Ida Holtsinger Scholarship,* 
Christopher C., Khamille M., Diana N.

Inova Healthcare Career 
Scholarship, Daniela G-R.

Irving and Shirley Rubenstein 
Memorial Scholarship, Daniela AA.

Irving Lindsey Mathematics Trust 
Scholarship, Jacari J.

J. Pondolfino/Academy of Finance 
Scholarship, Sebastian D.

Jack Esformes Scholarship, Nargis A.
Jean A. Beiro Memorial Scholarship, 
Eric M.

Jennifer B. Modlin TCW ’74 
Memorial Scholarship, Rena C.

Jessica Leigh Siwek Memorial 
Scholarship,* Aidan M.

John Alexander Chapter NSDAR 
Scholarship, Mya M.

John C. Albohm Memorial Trust 
Scholarship, Kit V.

Joseph H. Garrett, Jr. Scholarship,* 
Lindsay C-A.

Judge Daniel Fairfax O’Flaherty 
Scholarship,* Kayden M.

KBR Foundation, Inc. Corporate 
Partner Scholarship, Clifford W.

Kenneth A. Barnett Memorial 
Baseball Scholarship, Brannon P.

Kenneth A. Barnett Memorial Girls 
Athletic Scholarship, Claire W.

Kevin Beekman Memorial Scholarship, 
Julia D.

Key Club Scholarship, Lena W.
Kuckro Family Scholarship,* Peniel A.
Kumar Family Scholarship,* Odalis QZ.
Larry Trice Scholarship, Ilene A., Josue 
D., Wais H., Sarah W.

Linwood Armstrong Scholarship, 
Moustafa A.

Loti Dunn Memorial Scholarship, 
Aryan M., Yasmine M.

Lynhaven/Rosa Byrd Scholarship, 
Gabriel M.

MacKinnon Family Scholarship, 
Malcolm G.

Madelyn Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship, Nooria S., Sana S.

Maginniss + del Ninno Architects 
Scholarship, Simge G.

Marcia L. Egge Memorial Scholarship, 
Nora K.‡

Marco Henriquez TCW ’00 Memorial 
Scholarship, Nadja D.

Marcus Family Scholarship, Bushra 
A., Thomas D.

Margaret Mary O’Brien and Faragasso 
Family Scholarship,* Josette F-H.

Marlin J. Coleman Memorial 
Scholarship, Sophie M.

Mary Hatwood Futrell/Education 
Association of Alexandria 
Scholarship, Aya M.

Michael (TCW’86) and Claudia & 
John Waller Memorial Scholarship, 
Francisco OH., Michelle R-T.

Michael S. Dixon Memorial 
Scholarship, Dylan P.

Mindy’s Catering Corporate Partner 
Scholarship, Yididya T.

Minnie Howard Memorial 
Scholarship, Zahra H.

Modern Campus Signal Vine 
Corporate Partner Scholarship, 
Amanuel F.

Mount Vernon Community School 
PTA/Magda Leon Scholarship, Iris CC.

Nancy Howard Scholarship for the 
Humanities , Sasha P-A.

Neha Victoria DeWakar Memorial 
Scholarship, Taryn M.

New Target - The Digital Agency 
Corporate Partner Scholarship, 
Nathan H.

Nigusu Tefera Scholars Fund, Julissa 
Norma Jean Searle Memorial 
Scholarship,* Mahdia H.

North Ridge Citizens’ Association 
Scholarship, Margaret McC.

Paul Joy Memorial Scholarship, 
Christle W.

Phillip & Anne & Ilsa Wheeler Trust 
Scholarship, Kawther A.

POD Squad Scholarship, Allae M.
Rahmatullah Hotaki Memorial 
Scholarship, Mary Claire V.

Rashawn Jackson Track & Football 
Scholarship,* Jackson D.

Reworld Environmental 
Scholarship, Sophia RC.

RiverFront Wealth Advisors 
Corporate Partner Scholarship, 
Moises H.

Robert Eavenson Field Hockey 
Scholarship, Lara F.‡

Robert S. Rixse Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship, Margarita GM.

Rotary Club of Alexandria 
Scholarship, Sabrina BY.

Roy E. Smith Memorial Scholarship, 
Helen K.

Ruby Tucker Memorial Scholarship, 
Taelor M.

Sally Krahn Memorial Scholarship, 
Sydney Z.

Samuel W. Tucker Scholarship, Arsh S.
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria 2026 
Award, Ava A., Jeanela M., Gerson RC.

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria 40th 
Anniversary Scholarship, Azhar A., 
Daryna A., Breidy CG., Jhamile EM., 
Manizha F., Eliut GB.‡, Metehan G., 
Allan H., Grace H., Jorge MA., Mostapha 
M., Ryan R., Tahsin Israt R., Nazilla S., 
Emily TR., Lynna V., Pintira W.

Selene C. Carter Memorial 
Scholarship, Jefry T.

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Alexandria City Public 
Schools, Fanny LM.

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Beth Lovain, Elyas N.

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Cassandra Bradley,* 
Adaera E.‡

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Gila S. Harris, Marwa H.

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Gwen Mullen, Safa A.

SFA 40th Anniversary Scholarship 
Honoring Susan Yowell, Abenezer F.

SFA 40th Anniversary Teaching 
Legend Scholarship Honoring Louis 
Kokonis, Allyson C.

SFA Founder Award: Dr. Robert 
W. Peebles Memorial Scholarship, 
Melany C.

SFA Founder Award: Hon. Robert 
L. Calhoun Memorial Scholarship, 
Christian N-K.

SFA Founder Award: Hon. 
Timothy Schuyler Elliott Memorial 
Scholarship, Sofia TS.

SFA Founder Award: Jack Taylor 
Scholarship, Ange Desiree MY.

SFA Founder Award: John Porter 
Scholarship, Jennifer A-W.

SFA Founder Award: Kitty 
Porterfield Scholarship, Cristian B.

SFA Founder Award: Lou Cook 
Memorial Scholarship, Isabella M.

Sheriff Jim and Nancy Dunning 
Memorial Scholarship, Sola G-K.

Simpson Development Co., Inc. 
Scholarship, John M.

Staci C. L. Bradley Memorial 
Scholarship, Renzo G., Alexis M., 
Natalie Y.

Stephen J. Kenealy Memorial 
Scholarship, Lia DeS.

Stephen S. Rosenfeld Memorial 
Scholarship, Phoebe B.

Technomics Growth Scholarship, 
Hewana T.

Technomics Innovation Scholarship, 
Saron Y.

Technomics Nancy Hylton Merit 
Scholarship, Samuel A.

Titans 4 Scholars Scholarship, 
Mazen A.

Titans for Public Service Scholarship, 
Zuhal Y.

Titans in Tech Scholarship, 
Mohammed S.

Transurban Corporate Partner 
Scholarship,* Sayed H.

Walter Scott Downs Memorial 
Scholarship, Darwin S.

Whitestone & Franklin Scholarship, 
Finn McN.

Winn Memorial Scholarship, Sophia 
E., Marwa U., Kawsar W.

Yasmin Groehn Memorial 
Scholarship, Dayanira GA.

Zebra Press Corporate Partner 
Scholarship,* Angel M.

Zebra Press Scholarship,* Zeanise G.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Nu Xi 
Zeta Chapter Scholarship,* Sulafa E.

* New scholarship awarded in 2026.
‡ 2025 Titans 4 Scholars participant.

Congratulations to the 2023 Scholarship Fund of Alexandria Award 
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Our warmest congratulations 
and best wishes for your  
future. Thank you  
Alexandria City and  
all our advocates!

THE 2026 SCHOLARSHIP FUND OF ALEXANDRIA AWARD RECIPIENTS

Our warmest congratulations 
and best wishes for your  
future. Thank you  
Alexandria City and  
all our advocates!!

Scholarships change lives forever.

THANK YOU CORPORATE 
AND MEDIA PARTNERS…

Located at Alexandria City High School
3330 King Street,  
Alexandria, VA 22302   
(703)824-6730
alexscholarshipfund.org
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By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

T
he City of Alexandria 
hosted its 16th Annual 
D‑Day Commemoration 
at John Carlyle Square 

Park, continuing a long-standing 
tradition of honoring the Allied in-
vasion of Normandy during World 
War II. Held on May 31, the event 
marked the 82nd anniversary of 
D‑Day, a pivotal turning point in 
the liberation of Western Europe.

The commemoration took place 
at John Carlyle Square after being 
relocated from Market Square due 
to construction at City Hall.

Despite the change in venue, 
the event retained its central mis-
sion: to honor the sacrifice of Al-
lied troops and educate the public 
about this historic moment.

Reenactors included Alexandria 
resident Steven Diatz, who por-
trayed a WWII-era British camera-
man and photographer. Air Force 
veteran Miles Hamby portrayed 

his father, WWII veteran Lt. Col. 
Henry G. Hamby Jr., as part of the 
event.

Debbie Wise and her husband 
Darrell Henning were part of the 
WWII Jeep display.

“I am a sergeant with the wom-
en’s army corps,” said Wise. “I am 
with the airborne division and 
would have been working behind 
the scenes.”

The event was designed as both 
a remembrance ceremony and a 
community celebration, offering a 
wide range of activities for attend-
ees including World War II reen-
actors and historical displays, live 
1940s jazz music and swing danc-
ing, educational exhibits and chil-
dren’s activities, military demon-
strations and performances and a 
formal commemorative ceremony 
with officials and veterans.

Organized by the Alexandria–
Caen Sister City Committee, the 
event reflected Alexandria’s con-
nection to Caen, France, located 
near the Normandy landing sites.

The ceremony also included 

Keeping History Alive D‑Day tribute 
transforms Carlyle Square.

Air Force veteran Miles Hamby, right, portrays his father, WWII 
veteran Lt. Col. Henry G. Hamby Jr. as he explains a display at the 
city’s D-Day commemoration May 31 at John Carlyle Square Park.

A military drill team performs May 31 at John Carlyle Square Park.

“When you are 
part of an in-
teractive way of 
learning it makes 
history so much 
more exciting.”

— D-Day Reenactor 
Debbie Wise

participation from local officials, 
U.S. Armed Forces representatives, 
veterans’ organizations, and diplo-
mats from Allied nations, empha-
sizing the enduring international 
importance of D‑Day.

D‑Day, June 6, 1944, remains 
the largest amphibious invasion 
in military history, with more than 
156,000 Allied troops landing in 
Normandy.

Alexandria’s annual commemora-
tion serves as a reminder of the cour-
age and sacrifice of those who fought 
and helps ensure their legacy is re-
membered by future generations.

“Doing events like this really 
makes history come alive,” Wise 
said. “When you are touching it 
and being a part of an interactive 
way of learning makes history so 
much more exciting.”

Members of Alexandria’s VFW Post 609 talk to visitors at the D-Day 
commemoration May 31 in John Carlyle Square Park. 

Alexandria resident Steven Diatz portrays a WWII era British 
cameraman.

Debbie Wise and Darrell Henning participate in the D-Day com-
memoration May 31 at John Carlyle Square Park.
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Easing Your Transition 
from Hospital to Home.

Certified CareTM

Skilled Nursing Facility 
Stroke Rehabilitation

AlexandriaHC.com • 571.257.1896 
900 Virginia Ave, Alexandria, VA 22302
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Easing Your Transition 
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The National Weather Ser-
vice has issued a Heat Advi-
sory for Wednesday, July 1, 

until 8 p.m., and an Extreme Heat 
Watch from 11 a.m. Thursday, July 
2, through 8 p.m. Friday, July 3. 

The Heat Advisory period could 
have heat index values up to 106. 
For Thursday and Friday, the Ex-
treme Heat Watch, dangerously 
hot conditions with heat index 
values up to 112 are possible. The 
expected hot weather increases the 
risk of heat-related illnesses, like 
heat exhaustion and heat stroke, 
for those who are more sensitive 
to heat. 

Drink plenty of water before 
temperatures rise to prevent feel-
ing sick from dehydration. 

COOLING STATIONS will open at 

the following locations: 
v DASH Cooling Bus, King 

Street near City Hall (in front of 
417 King St.), Wednesday, July 1 
through Sunday, July 5 at 4 p.m. 

v Charles Houston Recreation 
Center, 901 Wythe St., 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on Friday, July 3, and Sat-
urday, July 4. 

v Patrick Henry Recreation Cen-
ter, 4653 Taney Ave., 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on Friday, July 3, and Satur-
day, July 4. 

Protect yourself by learning 
about the signs of heat illnesses. 

If you notice signs of heavy 
sweating, muscle cramps, weak-
ness, headache, nausea or vom-
iting, and dizziness, you may be 
experiencing heat exhaustion. 

If you notice an extremely high 

body temperature, confusion, hot 
and dry skin (no sweating), a rap-
id, strong pulse, or become uncon-
scious, you may be experiencing a 
heat stroke. 

Take action by moving to a cool 
location, including City facilities, 
and rest and drink fluids. If symp-
toms of heat stroke occur, imme-
diately call for medical assistance. 
Learn more from the Alexandria 
Health Department. 

For nonemergency questions 
about cooling locations or other 
City services, residents can call 
311 or 703-746-4311. Call 911 
for police, fire, or medical assis-
tance. 

For the most up-to-date infor-
mation about weather, city opera-
tions, and cooling locations, please 
visit alexandriava.gov/Alert.

Potential for Extreme Heat – Prepare Now

New rates for parking meter 
fees and parking fines will 
go into effect this week as 

part of changes approved by the 
Alexandria City Council during the 
FY 2027 Budget process. 

Beginning Wednesday, July 1: 
v Parking meter rates will in-

crease to $2.75 per hour 
v Parking fines and citations 

will increase to $55 per violation 

City of Alexandria Metered Parking
Fees and Fines Change July 1

The rate changes will apply to 
all metered parking spaces in the 
City of Alexandria. Most metered 
spaces require payment Monday 
through Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m., and are free on Sundays and 
state holidays.  

The City regularly patrols and 
enforces regulations for parking, 
stopping, and standing on City 
streets. 

This includes both posted park-
ing restrictions and City Code re-
quirements that support safety, 
accessibility, and traffic flow. Fol-
lowing parking regulations helps 
keep streets safe and accessible for 
everyone. 

Visit the City’s parking meter 
information page www.alexandria-
va.gov/parking/parking-meter-in-
formation

By Mercia Hobson
The Gazette

Lancaster County Circuit 
Judge John Martin issued 
a preliminary injunction on 

Thursday, June 25, blocking a law 
that would ban the sale and manu-
facturing of certain semi-automat-
ic firearms and large-capacity mag-
azines. Because of the ruling, the 
weapon ban does not take effect as 
scheduled on July 1.

The legislation made it a Class 
1 misdemeanor to import, sell, 
manufacture, purchase, or transfer 
certain semi-automatic firearms — 
often referred to as assault weap-
ons — and high-capacity maga-
zines holding more than 10 to 15 
rounds.

Sen. Saddam Azlan Salim, 
D-Fairfax, and Del. Dan Helmer, 
D-Fairfax, introduced identical 

Judicial Standoff: Virginia Gun Law
Virginia judge’s preliminary injunction halts state’s 
new restrictions on  semi-automatic firearms days 
before they were set to take effect.

Herndon Police Department via Facebook 
The Herndon Police Department posted on Facebook that a weap-
on, described as a Norco MAK-90 Sporter, a Chinese semi-automatic 
AK-47 variant, was seized along with two 30-round magazines 
containing a total of 51 rounds of ammunition. Officers responded 
to a restaurant in the 100 block of Elden Street around 2:30 a.m. 
Saturday, June 6.

bills, Senate Bill 749 and House 
Bill 217, which the General Assem-
bly passed and Gov. Abigail Span-
berger signed into law. Supporters 

say the restrictions comply with 
the Virginia Constitution, while 
opponents challenge their consti-
tutionality.
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Entertainment
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY
Bird Walks. 8 a.m. At 6401 George Washington 

Memorial Parkway, Alexandria. Friends of 
Dyke Marsh organizers lead bird walks every 
Sunday morning. Meet at 8 a.m. in the south 
parking lot of the Belle Haven picnic area. 
Walks are led by experienced birders and 
everyone is welcome to join.

MEETS EVERY MONDAY
Monday Morning Bird Walk. 7 a.m. Meets at 

3701 Lockheed Boulevard
Alexandria. The Monday Morning Bird Walk is 

sponsored by the Friends of Huntley Mead-
ows Park and takes place every Monday at 
7 a.m. April-September and 8 a.m. Octo-
ber-March. Following the walk, members of 
the group gather at the nearby Denny’s for 
breakfast and to compile the morning’s bird 
list. Call (703) 768-2525.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Wednesday Night Bingo. 7 p.m. At Atlas Brew 

Works, 2429 Mandeville Lane, Alexandria. 
The Capital City Showcase, the company that 
brings you some of the DC area’s best events, 
is hosting an amazing night of everyone’s fa-
vorite game at Atlas Brew Works Alexandria. 
Win prizes on every round, and the winner of 
the final round gets a $50 Atlas Brew Works 
gift card for your next visit! There’s also $6 
select Atlas drafts! Plus pizza served from the 
world famous Andy’s Pizza! Email at capitalc-
ityshowcase@gmail.com

MGNV PLANT CLINICS ARE OPEN
The Alexandria Old Town Farmer’s Market 

Plant Clinic at 301 King St., Alexandria 
operates on Saturdays from 7 - 9:30 a.m. Del 
Ray Farmers Market Plant Clinic at Oxford & 
Mt. Vernon Avenues, Alexandria operates on 
Saturdays from 8:30  11 a.m. The Arlington 
Farmers’ Market at N. 14th and N. Court-
house Roads, Arlington operates on Saturdays 
from 8 - 11 a.m. The Fairlington Farmers’ 
Market Plant Clinic at 3308 S. Stafford St., 
Arlington, operates on Sundays from 9 - 11 
a.m. 

YEAR ROUND ON SUNDAYS
Farmer’s Market. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. At Casa 

Chirilagua Community Center, 4109 Mt. 
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Experience fresh 
foods, native plants, artisan crafts, music and 
community at Four Mile Run Farmers & Arti-
sans Market in the heart of Arlandria outside 
the Casa Chirilagua Community Center, every 
Sunday 9-1 p.m.

AMERICA’S 250TH BIRTHDAY
Starting now through summer 2026, Alex-

andria will host major events and expe-
riences commemorating America’s 250th 
birthday. Located on the Potomac River just 
minutes from Washington, D.C. and George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia invites families, friends and history-lov-
ers to stay in, explore and commemorate 
America’s 250th birthday in a city older than 
the United States itself with a dynamic lineup 
of events and immersive experiences. Learn 
more and find additional details on these and 
other events at VisitAlexandria.com/250.

 
250th Events Itinerary:
v May-November: A temporary public art 

installation from artist Sandy Williams IV will 
commemorate the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence as part of the City of Alexan-
dria’s Time & Place public art series.

v June: A new exhibit will open at the Alexan-
dria History Museum at The Lyceum. Called 
Stories of U.S. Collections Capture our Histo-
ry, the exhibit will bring out objects from the 
collection that are seldom seen.

v July 3-4: Enjoy evening Fourth of July fire-
works shows at George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon on July 3 and 4, and a daytime fire-
works show on July 4.

vJuly 11: Take part in the City of Alexandria’s 
277th/USA 250th Birthday Celebration 
complete with fireworks, music and more 
at Oronoco Bay Park along Alexandria’s 
waterfront.

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, 
PARKS & CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
From glow parties and jazz on the waterfront 

to family picnics and fireworks on the Po-
tomac, there is something happening in every 
corner of our city. Grab your calendar. You are 
going to want to mark a few dates.

v Events are free unless otherwise stated.
Alexandria and USA Birthday Celebration
Sunday, July 12 | Oronoco Bay Park
Celebrate Alexandria’s 277th birthday and the 

USA’s 250th with live music, food, and a fire-
works finale over the Potomac River at 9:30 
p.m. A can’t-miss summer night.

Live on Top of The Hill Concert Series
Ages 18+
Friday, July 25, 12-3 p.m. | William Ramsay 

Recreation Center
Relax with live folk, cover, and mariachi music in 

a welcoming community setting.
Top of The Hill Adult Social
Ages 18+
Friday, July 31, 6:30-9 p.m. | William Ramsay 

Recreation Center
Connect, unwind, enjoy games and themed 

nights, and meet new friends in this casual 
summer gathering.

Explore full details and register at alexandriava.
gov/RPCA/Events.

NOW THRU JULY 26
Story Cloths and the Book: Work by New 

Image Artists. At the Athenaeum, Alexan-
dria. Artists’ Reception: Sunday, June 14, 4 
– 6 p.m. In Story Cloths and the Book, New 
Image Artists explore their relationship with 
reading, writing, meaning and process by 
pairing narrative textiles and mixed media 
with unique artist’s books. A story cloth is a 
textile that contains a narrative that is com-
munity oriented, personal or historical in na-
ture. The history of narrative textiles predates 
the invention of the printing press and books 
as we think of them today. The broad range of 
subjects interpreted in this exhibition includes 
an author of a classic mystery series, individu-
al identity, family histories, the joy of summer 

and memories of well-loved books.

JUNE 25 TO SEPT. 17
Summer Concerts at Carlyle Crossing. 6-8 

p.m. At Carlyle Crossing, 2455 Mandeville 
Lane, Alexandria. Beginning June 11 and 
continuing through Sept. 17, the free outdoor 
series will bring an eclectic lineup of local 
and regional musicians to the plaza on select 
Thursday evenings, creating a lively gathering 
place for residents, visitors, and the surround-
ing community. 

Concert dates:
July 9 – Patty Reese (Award Winning Americana 

& Roots Rock)
July 23 – Tobago Bay Calypso Band (Caribbean, 

Soca Steel Drums
August 6 – Eric Scott (Modern Soul, Funk & 

Groove)
August 20 – Seneca Creek (Bluegrass)
September 3 – Femi and the Foundation (Funk, 

Rock, Hip-Hop, R&B)
September 17 – Sol Roots (Funk, Blues, Soul & 

Rock)

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATION
The Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic 

Association (WMPA) is proud to present its 
36th annual Lyceum Chamber Music Series. 
Each concert is held on Sunday at 3 p.m. at 
the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street, in Old 
Town Alexandria. Tickets are not required 
(suggested donation of $25). View the full 
schedule at wmpamusic.org/lyceum. 

Main Street Players, Sunday, July 5, 3 p.m. 
Main Street Chamber Players features Laura 
Kobayashi on violin, Stephanie Knutsen on 
viola, Kenneth Law on cello, Barbara Fitz-
gerald on double bass, and Kent McWilliams 
on piano. Program includes Piano Quartet 
in A Minor by Josef Suk, Morpheus for Viola 
& Piano by Rebecca Clarke, and Quintet for 
Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, & Piano by 
Ellen Taaffe Zwilich. 

Music to Celebrate America @ 250, Sunday, July 

12, 3 p.m. Music to Celebrate America @ 
250 features Crystal Lee on flute, Brittany 
Pemberton on clarinet, and Elizabeth Hill 
on piano. Program includes works by Price, 
Muczynski, and Peterson. 

Keith Wright & Sam Runolfson Concert, Sunday, 
July 19, 3 p.m. This performance features 
Keith Wright on flute and Sam Runolfson on 
cello. Program to be announced. 

Maxim Pakhomov Piano Concert, Sunday, July 
26, 3 p.m. Join us and listen to the amazing 
Maxim Pakhomov perform on piano. Program 
includes Sonata No. 31 in A-flat Major by 
Ludwing van Beethoven, Scherzo (Op. 54) by 
Frederic Chopin, Annees De Pelerinage, Son-
etto 104 del Petraca, and Etude Transcenden-
tal in F Minor by Ferenc Liszt, and Bachianas 
Brasileiras No. 4 by Heitor Villa-Lobos. 

MONDAY/JULY 6
Author Derek Baxter. 7 to 8:30 p.m. At Kings-

towne Regional Library, 7130 Silver Lake 
Blvd., Alexandria. Join writer Derek Baxter 
for a discussion about his book The Forgotten 
World War: Exploring the Secret History of 
the American Revolution, from Spain to India 
and Back Again.

JULY 11-12
Del Ray Artisans’ Summer Art Market 2026. 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. At Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria.  An 
indoor event featuring original creations by 
local artists in a variety of mediums, includ-
ing ceramics, glass, jewelry, mixed media, 
photography, and more. Shop original work 
from local artists at Del Ray Artisans gallery 
at 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.  
Perfect for gifts or treat yourself! Differ-
ent artists each market day, so visit both 
days! Details at DelRayArtisans.org/sum-
mer-art-market-2026

SATURDAY/JULY 11
Celebrate America at 250. 6 p.m. ASO; down-

beat at 8:30 p.m. At Oronoco Bay Park, 100 

Author Spencer Sullivan will speak on Monday, July 27, 2026 at 
Kingstowne Regional Library.

Author Derek Baxter will speak on Monday, July 6, 2026 at 
Kingstowne Regional Library in Alexandria.
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Entertainment
Madison Street, Alexandria.  Followed by 
Fireworks and featuring the Alexandria Sym-
phony Orchestra; Victoria Gau, conductor, 
Danielle Talamantes, soprano.

SATURDAY/JULY 11
Write Like A Woman Networking Workshop. 

1-3 p.m. At the Athenaeum, Alexandria. 
Founder and Facilitator, KaNikki Jakarta, 
welcomes you to year 10 of the   Write Like a 
Woman Networking Workshop. This popular 
workshop invites amateur and professional 
women writers of all genres ages 18 – 100. 
Each workshop centers on uplifting and 
inspiring through writing and allows partici-
pants to enhance their writing styles through 
writing prompts and encouragement. Space 
is limited, please RSVP to greatpublishing@
yahoo.com 

SATURDAY/JULY 11
First Saturday Used Book Sale: 10 a.m. – 4 

p.m. at Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 
Sherwood Hall Lane. Selection of over 20,000 
gently used children’s books, fiction, history, 
biography, home and garden, cooking, crafts, 
sports, religion, travel, CDs, DVDs, and more. 
Unless specially priced, $1 for hard backs 
and large paperbacks, and 25 cents for mass 
market paperbacks. Open every day, various 
hours. Visit https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/friends-of-sherwood-region-
al for information on other days and times for 
the library’s ongoing book sale.

SATURDAY/JULY 18
“Alexandria’s Patriots Remembered.” 10 a.m. 

At the Old Presbyterian Meeting House, 323 
South Fairfax Street, Old Town Alexandria. 
Alexandria Historical Society Presents “Al-
exandria’s Patriots Remembered: A Revolu-
tionary Walk Through the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House.” Presented as part of the 
Alexandria Historical Society’s History Behind 
the Scenes series and Alexandria’s 250th cele-
bration, this tour will explore one of the city’s 
most significant founding era landmarks: the 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House, its 18th-cen-
tury burial ground, and the men and women 
whose lives connected the congregation 
directly to the American Revolution and the 
early republic. Tickets are $25 for non-mem-
bers and $20 for Alexandria Historical Society 
members. Additional information and tickets 
are available at https://www.alexandriahis-
toricalsociety.org/events/opmh tour.

THURSDAY/JULY 23
Coffee & Connections 8:30 to 9:30 am. At 

United Way Worldwide, 701 N. Fairfax Street, 
Alexandria. Sponsored by The Chamber 

ALX’s Professional Women’s Network. Kick off 
your morning with the Professional Women’s 
Network at the July event—featuring coffee, 
conversation, and valuable connections with 
professionals from across the region. Omoiye 
O. Kinney, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Marketing Officer of United Way Worldwide, 
will share insights from her leadership jour-
ney in global marketing and communications.

MONDAY/JULY 27
Author Spencer Sullivan. 7 to 8:30 p.m.  At 

Kingstowne Regional Library, 7130 Silver 
Lake Blvd., Alexandria. Not Our Problem, a 
war memoir and refugee story

revealed in alternating voices, follows an Afghan 
refugee and an

American soldier across borders and continents, 
tracing the long

distance between a promise and its keeping—in-
terrogating a world in

crisis while celebrating how friendship can out-
last the war that created

it. 

THE BIRCHMERE 
At 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. All 

shows are at 7:30 p.m., unless otherwise 
noted. Tickets available at Ticketmaster.com. 
Contact The Birchmere at 703-549-7500 or 
www.Birchmere.com.

JULY
Mon. 6: Jason Newsted & The Chophouse Band  

$35.00
Tue. 7: Sun Kil Moon w/ Lisa Cerbone  $29.50
Thu. 9: Peter White  $49.50
Fri. 10: Newmyer Flyer Presents: THE SIMON 

& GARFUNKEL SONGBOOK Featuring Tom 
Lofgren, Kipyn Martin, Heather Lloyd, Mark 
Lofgren, Tom Fridrich, Ronnie Newmyer  
$39.50

Sat. 11: An Evening with Shovels & Rope  $45.00
Sun. 12: Taj Mahal & the Phantom Blues Band  

$79.50  SOLD OUT!
Thu. 16: Lyfe Jennings  $75.00
Fri. 17: Magical Mystery Doors Presents: Beatles/

Zeppelin/Doors  $39.50
Sat. 18: The Second City “The Best of The Sec-

ond City”  $55.00
Sun. 19: An Evening of Conversation with Stew-

art Copeland  $49.50  SOLD OUT!
Fri. 24: The Australian Bee Gees – A Tribute to 

The Bee Gees  $45.00
Sat. 25: Marion Meadows & Alex Bugnon  $55.00
Mon. 27: Hindley Street Country Club  $49.50
Fri. 31: Pat McGann  $45.00

Enjoy Fourth of July fireworks on July 3-4, 2026 at George Washington’s Mount Vernon.

Fair Winds and Following Seas
From Page 3

This model would require less physi-
cal storage space than conventional mu-
seums, while offering greater flexibility 
and appeal for repeat visitors, school 
groups, and tourists.

Organizers emphasize that the goal is 
to create a community-centered attrac-
tion, one that serves both local residents 
and national audiences.

The effort now faces a critical fund-
raising phase. Leaders suggest that ap-
proximately $2 million must be raised 
in the near term to secure a waterfront 
property and advance design and plan-
ning work, with a larger target of $10 
million within the following year.

To achieve this, the project has en-
gaged a professional fundraising firm 
with experience supporting major mu-
seum and memorial initiatives. Initial 

contributions totaling several hundred thou-
sand dollars have already been secured, but 
organizers acknowledge that broader local 
and regional support will be essential to at-
tract national backing.

“There is strong interest nationally,” Smith 
added, “but donors are looking first for ev-
idence of commitment from the Alexandria 
community.”

While city officials and elected leaders 
have expressed support, project advocates 
stress that the initiative is likely to succeed 
only through a citizen-led, public-private 
partnership.

Organizers argue that relying solely on 
government leadership could slow progress 
and instead emphasize the importance of 
independent fundraising, private initiative 
and community engagement to drive the 
project forward.

A key challenge will be shaping public 

perception, particularly in light of the Tall 
Ship Providence experience. Project leaders 
are working to frame the museum as a con-
tinuation rather than a replacement: a way 
to build on lessons learned while introduc-
ing a more sustainable model.

They hope the narrative will resonate 
with residents who supported past maritime 
initiatives, positioning the museum as the 
next step in preserving and expanding Alex-
andria’s waterfront story.

With a potential site identified at 1 Prince 
Street across from Waterfront Park and early 
planning in place, organizers believe this is 
a rare opportunity. It is unusual, they note, 
for a project of this scale to secure a location 
before launching a full public campaign, giv-
ing Alexandria a head start that could prove 
decisive.

Still, timing is critical. Momentum could 
fade without swift progress and competing 

priorities in the region mean that pub-
lic attention and donor interest may be 
limited.

For now, supporters are focused on 
building awareness, securing funding 
and turning a long-discussed idea into 
a lasting institution.

If successful, the museum could not 
only preserve Alexandria’s maritime 
past but also position the city as a na-
tional center for telling America’s story 
as a seafaring nation.

“Alexandria existed when George-
town was still a fishing village,” Smith 
said. “We have a story to tell and it’s 
crucial to the identity that America is 
a maritime power — the greatest on 
earth. It’s got to be done now.”

For more information on the U.S. 
Maritime Foundation, visit www.united-
statesmaritime.org
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Daniel John Spigai, 93, passed away peacefully on 
May 27, 2026, at his home in Alexandria, Virginia. Born 
on March 4, 1933, in the Bronx, New York, he lived a 
full and accomplished life marked by dedication to his 
family, faith, and career.
Daniel (Dan) graduated from Cardinal Hayes High 
School in the Bronx before earning his degree from 
Manhattan College. His education laid the foundation 
for a distinguished career as a civil engineer. He worked 
at HNTB for over 35 years, where he rose to become a 

partner in the firm during the 1970s. His expertise and leadership extended 
beyond his professional role; he served as president of the American Road 
& Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) and contributed as a board 
member for the Conference of St. Mary’s in Alexandria, Virginia.
A devout Catholic, Dan was deeply committed to his faith and attended 
Mass every Sunday at 7 a.m. at St. Mary’s Basilica in Old Town Alexandria. 
His involvement with his church community was an integral part of his life.
Dan’s personal passions brought him great joy throughout his years. In 
his youth, tennis was his sport of choice, but in his thirties, he discovered 
golf—a pastime that became a lifelong pursuit. He also enjoyed playing 
poker three times a week, finding camaraderie and enjoyment around the 
card table.
Family was central to Dan’s life. He is survived by his beloved wife of 68 
years, Jacqueline; his children Victoria Spigai, David Spigai, and Daniela 
Spigai (Chris); six cherished grandchildren: Alexander Perez, Jacqueline 
Tilley, Yvonna Spigai, Julia Spigai, Lily Spigai Pfeifer, and Zane Spigai 
Pfeifer; and his brother Robert Spigai (Lorraine). He was predeceased by 
his daughter Lisa Spigai-Perez.
Dan’s legacy is one of dedication—to his profession, faith, family, and the 
activities that brought him happiness. May his memory bring comfort to all 
who knew him and serve as an enduring inspiration.
Funeral services will be held at St. Mary’s Basilica in Old Town Alexandria, 
Virginia, on Monday, June 22nd at 10:30 am. Interment will follow at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery.
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I was reminded a few weeks ago about 
something in my life which I hardly need 
reminding about: my thyroid cancer diagnosis 
and my chronic kidney disease, both stage IV; 
two for the price of one (one of which would be 
plenty, two is overkill, literally). The reminder 
came when one of the levels in my monthly lab 
work was higher than (A) It needed to be and 
(B) higher than it has ever been. Not exactly 
cause for celebration (certainly not ringing a 
bell at any infusion centers announcing a cured 
patient). However, after 17+ years of this, I’m 
fairly well-prepared in how one reacts to such 
cancer-related abnormalities. However, this 
time, the measure generated an email from my 
nephrologist’s dialysis coordinator acknowledg-
ing this recent elevated level. He asked me if I 
was experiencing any symptoms (and he listed 
them: fatigue, poor sleeping, disinterest in food, 
hiccups, et cetera)) relating to my kidney dis-
ease. The complicating factor is treatment of my 
thyroid cancer exacerbates my kidney disease 
and managing my kidney disease is at cross 
purposes with how I treat/live with my thyroid 
cancer disease. The classic “damned if you do ... 
“ scenario.

Fortunately, none of the disease-related 
symptoms had manifest themselves. Moreover, 
my levels declined enough in my special-or-
dered two-week later lab order (instead of the 
usual four) so I was sort of “off the clock,” as 
my friend Sean would say. As a result, all the 
interested parties retreated from their presump-
tive brinks. I was advised to hydrate more and to 
schedule my next lab in its customary four-week 
slot. And so, the medical professionals will be 
closely monitoring my lab work to evaluate if 
this higher-than-normal level was an outlier or 
the long-awaited, probably anticipated begin-
ning of the slide (I can’t say “end”). Nevertheless, 
diagnosis to date, my cancer life (diagnosed late 
Feb. 2009) has mostly been lived on easy street, 
with a few unexpected turns and a couple of 
potholes along the way. If I was to complain I’d 
be an expletive deleted (although that catheter 
that was inserted in the hospital when I was 
admitted with a collapsed lung in 2015 was kind 
of a problem).

Still, this kind of mental anguish is what 
“dropping the other shoe” is all about. On the 
one hand, I think about my cancer situation/
predicament all the time with intermittent inter-
ruptions. On the other hand, I think about my 
cancer situation/predicament during those inter-
mittent interruptions. As you can read, it matters 
not which hand or which compartmentalized 
part of my brain is working, it’s all working on 
cancer stuff. And ignoring it all is the method to 
my madness unless and until I get a jolt - like lab 
results. It is these lab results which are on the 
frontline of my coexistence with cancer. When 
something happens/dare I say, portends, it will 
likely be the lab work that does its indicating. 
And right now, and in early June when I’m 
back “labing” every four weeks, I will be in a 
heightened state of anxiety. But since there’s only 
so much I can do to impact these future results, 
I have to tell myself to “act naturally” (as Buck 
Owens and Ringo Starr sing) and not overreact.

There’s no real reason to do so now anyway. 
There’s no advantage in being miserable and 
uptight in advance of my next lab work. If those 
results are disappointing, shall I say, then my life 
will become more complicated. As such, there’s 
no reason to complicate it now. Bad news travels 
fast enough. I don’t need to hurry it along. And 
anticipating it likewise serves no purpose. It will 
be bad enough when it’s fact. Until then I can 
live with the fiction.

A Bloody
Business

News

By Mike Salmon
The Gazette

A nest full of ospreys watches a police 
boat pull out for the first day of “Op-
eration Dry Water,” checking life pre-

servers and cracking down on boating under 
the influence. 

These officers from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Wildlife Resources Law Enforce-
ment Division in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators are monitoring alcohol use 
and making sure everyone is wearing a U.S. 
Coast Guard-approved life jacket that’s in 
good condition that fits every occupant of 
the boat, including children, the DWR said.

So far this year, there were five deaths 
and six serious injuries in boating incidents 
in Virginia and the July 4 holiday is a big 
boating day on the Potomac River. 

When heading out on the water, the first 
step is to let someone on shore know where 
you’re going and when you’ll be back, fol-
lowed by the life jacket count. Before that, 
consider taking the MV-gb-GumSprings-
Juneteenth2026 mk.

In the course, they list ages, required 
equipment, personal watercraft rules, dams, 
and age requirements. All personal water-
craft operators 14 and older and all opera-
tors of motorboats with a 10 hp or greater 
engine need to take a boating safety course. 
“Personal water crafts” are the jet skis, Sea 
Doos, Wave Runners, and other similar 
crafts, the DWR said.

https://www.boat-ed.com/virginia/

Big Boating Weekend Ahead Brings 
out Life Preserver Enforcement
Boaters on the 
Potomac should 
be ready for an 
inspection.

Photos by Mike Salmon/Gazette
Ospreys keep an eye on the water.

Officer Roger Palmisano with a certified life vest.

Bulletin Board
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districts. Contact Don Rea at 571-551- 
2488, or donaldrea@aol.com.

ALIVE! offers numerous programs that aid 
low-income families in Alexandria that 
rely on volunteers: monthly food distri-
butions, furniture, houseware and emer-
gency food deliveries, and community 
food drives. Individuals, families and 
groups are encouraged to participate. 
Students can earn community service 
hours by participating. Visit www.alive-
inc.org/volunteer.htm or contact the 
Volunteer Coordinator at volunteers@
alive-inc.org.

Volunteer Drivers Needed. Drivers needed 
by the American Cancer Society to take 
cancer patients to treatment in Northern 
Virginia. To volunteer, call 1-800-227-
2345 or go to cancer.org/drive.

RSVP, a volunteer network for seniors 
seeking service opportunities in and 
around Fairfax County, Arlington 
County and the City of Alexandria, 

offers a wide array of opportunities for 
volunteers 55 and older. RSVP volunteers 
enjoy flexible schedules, free accident and 
liability insurance while serving, optional 
mileage and meal reimbursement and are 
invited to volunteer group projects and so-
cial gatherings. To sign up for an upcoming 
orientation, email Carly Hubicki at chubic-
ki@volunteerfairfax.org or call RSVP at 
703-403- 5360. To learn more about RSVP, 
visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Mentors Wanted. Two creative programs that 
help transform the lives of Alexandria’s pre-
teens are seeking volunteer mentors. SOHO, 
which stands for “Space of Her Own,” and 
“Space of His Own,” serves vulnerable fifth 
graders in Alexandria. The programs pair 
men and women with youth in need of 
positive adult role models, to help support 
and guide youth in making healthy choices 
and succeeding in school and in life. Visit 
www.spaceofherown.org and www.spaceof-
hisown.org. For more information on how 
to become a SOHO mentor, contact Sarah 

Maroney at sarah.maroney@alexandria-
va.gov or phone at 703-746-4687.

Farmer’s Market Volunteers Needed. To 
volunteer for the Farmer’s Markets, email 
Brian Morreale, brianmorreale@gmail.
com

SUPPORT GROUPS
Postpartum Support Virginia sponsors a free, 

bi-monthly support group for women suf-
fering depression and/or anxiety during 
pregnancy or in the first year following 
childbirth. Meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month at Inova Alex-
andria Hospital, Health Education Center, 
rooms 1-2, 4320 Seminary Road. Contact 
co-moderator Susan Doyle at suzjdoyle@
gmail.com or 571-403-0673.

The Parkinson’s Disease Support Group of 
Alexandria meets the 1st Wednesday of 
each month at 2 p.m. At the Hollin Hall 
Senior Center, Room 109, 1500 Shenan-
doah Road. All Parkinson’s patients and 
caregivers are welcome.
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Old Town
403 S Fairfax Street 
$2,295,000 | Exceptional historic flounder house. Set discreetly 
behind a high brick wall, the property reveals itself through an 
iron gate, opening to an enchanting courtyard.

Lauren Bishop : 202.361.5079 
LaurenBishopHomes.com

Waynewood
904 Waynewood Boulevard
$1,450,000 | Nestled on a beautifully landscaped lot, every 
aspect of this property, from the interiors to the outdoor spaces, 
has been carefully designed and impeccably maintained.

Tracy Dunn : 571.212.3658 
TracyBDunn.com

Arlington
605 N Frederick Street 
$975,000 | This delightful brick home offers the perfect blend 
of character and convenience. System upgrades and smart 
home features abound. Less than a mile to Metro.

Kari Steinberg : 703.343.5242 
KariYouHomeDMV.com

Old Town Village
407 S Henry Street 
$2,100,000 | Stunning Charleston-style home with nearly 2,800 
SF of updated living space, luxury finishes, gourmet kitchen, 
three private outdoor spaces, and resort-style amenities.

Lisa Groover : 703.919.4426 
LisaGroover.com

Duke Gardens
41 S French Street 
$639,500 | This all brick townhouse is perfectly situated on a 
private circle with no through traffic. Brand new heating and air 
conditionings systems. Owner licensed agent.

Dave Hawkins : 703.403.5799 
corcoranmce.com

Kingstowne
6140 Manchester Park Circle
$775,000 | 3-level townhome minutes from Kingstowne with 
major interior renovation in 2026, including kitchen, bathrooms 
and brand new flooring. 

Jillian Hogan Homes : 703.951.7655 
JillianHoganHomes.com

The Preston
181 E Reed Avenue #203 
$549,000 | This beautifully maintained 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo 
offers a private terrace, a desirable split-bedroom floor plan, 
providing privacy and flexibility in sought-after Potomac Yard.

Julia Martin : 703.850.5543 
corcoranmce.com

Mount Zephyr
8509 Richmond Avenue
$725,000 | Beautifully renovated, this exceptional 4-bedroom, 
2-bath residence offers the rare combination of stylish interiors 
and an extraordinary outdoor setting on nearly one-half acre.

Lauren Bishop : 202.361.5079 
LaurenBishopHomes.com

Virginia Village
1212 Portner Road 
$925,000 | Nestled in a highly sought-after location, this 
3-bedroom, 2-bath home offers the perfect blend of historic 
charm, modern versatility and an unbeatable commute.

Jen Walker Team : 703.622.1080 
JenWalker.com
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