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F
irst responders from across the city
gathered at the Departmental Pro-
gressive Club Nov. 9 to help dis-
tribute more than 200 new coats

to children in need.
“We gave away over 200 new coats to

deserving children in Alexandria,” said
former City Councilman Willie Bailey, or-
ganizer of the coat drive. “We also gave
away new books, and a clown was there to
make the day fun for the kids.”

Bailey, Deputy Chief of the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue department, founded
Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue
nearly 20 years ago. What began as a small
toy drive during the holidays has grown to
include a backpack drive in August and the
October coat drive, all of which serve thou-
sands of children and social service organi-
zations throughout the Washington region.

“We are one of the richest continents on
the earth but here there are 16 million chil-
dren living in poverty,” Bailey said. “For
families struggling to make ends meet, ne-
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R
ecent visitors to the Old
Town waterfront may
have noticed a new hub of

activity at the Alexandria Seaport
Foundation. Following a fire in
April that did significant damage
to the first floor of the building,
apprentices, staff and volunteers
are once again in full swing repair-
ing and refinishing historical
boats.

“New apprentices are building
small and large wooden projects,
and, if the weather is fair, appren-
tices are sailing and rowing tradi-
tional wooden boats on the
Potomac,” said ASF Executive Di-
rector Kathy Seifert. “All of this
activity reflects a thriving Appren-

tice Program, the Seaport
Foundation’s intensive program to
craft new futures for youth who
need the most.”

The Seaport Foundation’s
McIlhenny Seaport Center, a tim-
ber-framed building that floats on
the Alexandria waterfront, is at
capacity, serving 12 young people
in need of a second chance. Ac-
cording to Seifert, this group of
apprentices faces significant chal-
lenges:

❖ 40 percent need a GED or high
school diploma,

❖ 38 percent have entered the
program without safe/affordable
housing,

❖ 7 percent need a driver’s li-
cense,

❖ 62 percent are court involved,
and

Children from the Charles Houston Recreation Center gather for a
photo to show off their new coats at the Nov. 9 coat drive distribution
at the Departmental Progressive Club.

Coat drive organizer and former City Councilman Willie Bailey, back left,
joins DPC members and community volunteers at the new coat distribu-
tion for children in need Nov. 9 at the Departmental Progressive Club.

New coats for children in need.To the Rescue

See Coat Drive,  Page 4
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❖ 31 percent are in need of
health care coverage.

In addition, Seifert added that
many apprentices have suffered
abuse and neglect and have chal-
lenges with anxiety and depres-
sion.

“At the Seaport Foundation, ap-
prentices work in a safe and car-
ing environment to learn the work
and life skills that will put them
on a new path toward success,”

Seifert said. “Through the craft of
woodworking and traditional
boatbuilding, they learn technical
skills and habits of mind that they
need for success in employment
and adulthood.”

The nationally recognized ASF
Apprentice Program has impacted
hundreds of young men and
women in the metropolitan area

Photo contributed

Alexandria Seaport
Foundation apprentice
Brian works on a table at
the ASF workshop on the
Old Town waterfront.

All Aboard ASF Apprentice Program at full capacity.

Former City Councilman Willie
Bailey, organizer of the coat drive,
and Deputy City Manager Debra
Collins Nov. 9 at the Departmental
Progressive Club.

cessities like food, housing and healthcare
take priority. Often there is simply not
enough left over for warm winter clothing
so we feel we can make a difference by do-
ing our little part.”

This was the first time the Departmental
Progressive Club hosted the coat drive dis-
tribution, which provided coats to children
from the Charles Houston Recreation Cen-
ter

“You will see the club getting more in-

See Seaport,  Page 4
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA•S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

11/30/19.

11/30/19.

11/30/19.

11/30/19.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Vauxcleuse | $1,500,000
Amazing transformation of this stately, 6-bedroom, 
brick colonial sitting on the end of a cul-de-sac just 
a short distance from shopping, dining, Alexandria 
Hospital & major arteries. Completely rebuilt including 
new drywall, windows, flooring, and chef’s kitchen.
Chris Hayes 703.944.737
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

DC/Mt Pleasant
$599,000
Gorgeous 2-bedroom, 
2-bath condo, in 
boutique 5-unit building! 
Nearly 1,000 SF of living 
space, brand new wood 
floors, high ceilings, 
and loads of natural 
light. Enjoy granite 
counters and stainless 
steel appliances in the 
kitchen, cozy living 
area, and private front 
balcony. Pet friendly!

Michael Makris 703.402.0629 
www.MikeMakris.com

North Arlington | $915,000
Rare opportunity to own a spacious, well-maintained 
4-bedroom, 3-bath home across the street from 
Jamestown ES! Hardwood floors, expanded kitchen, 
3-zone radiant heat, solid construction Easy access to 
shopping and transportation. 4701 38th Street N
Kay Blemker 703.623.8563 
www.KayBlemker.com

OPEN SUN 11/24, 2-4

McEnearney Associates and Babs Beckwith are proud to 
be sponsors for the 2019 Toasting Our Town fundraiser to 
benefit the Historic Alexandria Foundation Preservation 
Fund. For 40 years, McEnearney Associates has made an 
investment in Alexandria that benefits our communities and 
organizations, and we are honored to have long-standing 

relationships that go beyond our real estate services.

historicalexandriafoundation.org/toasting.html

Saturday, November 23, 2019 
7-9 p.m.  |  The Athenaeum

Historic Alexandria  
Foundation

Toasting Our Town 
Fundraiser

We are Proud to Sponsor

Printers Row | $1,255,000
Absolutely stunning home with luxury finishes 
throughout, abundant natural light, high ceilings, 
hardwood floors, and spectacular views of the 
Potomac River. Large, open kitchen with Wolfe range 
and marble counters. Garage parking for two cars.
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Old Town
$1,200,000
Enjoy the history of 
this highly desirable 
home on the original 
George Washington 
property, but with 
modern upgrades, 
amenities and style. 4 
bedrooms, 3.5 updated 
baths, 4 fireplaces, 
finished basement, and 
charming back patio 
perfect for entertaining. 

Jillian Keck Hogan 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

Kingsgate | $439,000
You won’t believe the natural light in this fabulously 
located townhouse. Large dining and entertaining 
area, eat-kitchen, balcony, fireplace and powder room 
occupy the main level, and 2 en-suite master bedrooms 
and laundry are on the upper level. 
Betty Mallon 703.989.8548
www.BettyMallon.com

Alexandria City | $3,450,000
Set on 2.25 acres, this one-of-a-kind property is a true 
sanctuary with 2-story guest house and pool. Designed 
by Charles Callander, the main house has original 
features including curved wood paneling; cascading 
handrails; built-in cabinetry, desks and dressers.
Jodie Burns 571.228.5790 
www.JodieBurns.com

Braddock Heights | $850,000
4 bedrooms upstairs, 1.5 bathrooms. Family room 
addition and updated kitchen. Fully fenced, flat back 
yard. Great location in Braddock Heights. Walk to 
George Mason Elementary School, and both Fern 
Street and Del Ray restaurants and shops. 
Laurel Conger 703.577.6899 
www.LaurelConger.com


